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S  P   E  E   C  H 

OV  THS 

RIGHT  ^HONOURABLE 

SYLVESTER    DOUGLAS, 

|_,-;-       J.     ...-•■•. 

/ 
IN  THB 

HOUSE    VF    COMMONS,  , 

TUESDAY,  APRIL  THE  23D,   1799,  ^ 

ON  SECONIMNG  THE  MOTION  OF  THE  RIGHT  HONOURABLE 
THE  CHANCELLOR  OF  THE  EXCHEQUER,  FOR  THE  HOUSE 
TO  AGREE  WITH  THE  LORDS  IN  AN  ADDRESS  TO  HIS 
MAJESTY, 

RBLATITE    TO 

A  UNION  WITH  IRELAND. 


*  There  hath  been  put  in  pra^ice  in  goverameiiCs,  thefe  two  feveral 
*  kinds  of  polip^f  in  uniting  and  conjoining  of  dates  and  kingdoms;  the 
I  *  one,  to  retain  the  ancient  form  fiiil  fevered,  and  only  conjoined  in 

^  <  fovereignty ;  the  other,  to  fuperhidnce  a  new  form,  agreeable  and 

f  ■     '  convenient  to  the  entire  edate.    The  former  of  theie  hath  been 

I  «  more  ufual,  but  the  latter  U  more  happy/ 

I  *  .  LoKD  Bacok. 
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ESaasfi 


S    P    E    E    C    H, 


Mr,  Speaker^ 

Y  TOOK'  occafioir,  da  a  fbnncr  idayS  to  exprefs  my 

•  humble  hope,  th^t  if  a  regular  opportunity  (hould 
^gain  0(?Cttr,  the  Houfe  #6bld  permit  me  to  ley  before 
them  fbme  thoughts  on  this  great  fubjed,  which  have 
appeared  %o  tne  worthy  of  their  attention;  and  to  ex- 
Iphun  fonne  of  the  grounds  on  whith  my  opinion  has  been 
formed  in  favour  of  a  Union  with  Ireland. 

Nobody  to  whotti  t  am  known^  will,  1  am  perfuaded, 
iftifMite  to  lite  the  prtfiimptudus  folly  of  imagining  that  I 
liaye  it  ki  ony  poWer  tti  improve  x>n  what  thofe^men  of 
tMriceiKtent  talents  and  miinetit  politieal  wifdom  and  ex- 
|>ericlfiee)  who  have  taken  the  pl-incipal  fliare  in  the  former 
debates,  have  advanced  on  the  leading  points  of  this  quef- 
tion.  But  it  if  a  queftion  of  fuch  extent,  that  it  may  fn^u-ly 
be  AiMight  that  «ven  yet  feverjJ  important  topics  re* 
main  fcr  confideradon,  and  feme  n^W  views  of  thofe 
whieh  haVe  been  already  dtfcufied.  It  has  been  Jor  a 
ctn^derabie  length,  of  time  before  the  public  in  both 

*  ,  On  Tbarfiay,  F^Vutrf   14,  after  xeportiog  the  refoliitioiis. 

8  kingdoms ; 


(      2      ) 

k!t?g(jo.f^s :,  it  ba?  glv^n.  rife  to.  vjmws  anguments.  m  bactr 
Houfes  of  this  and  the  other  Parliament :  and,  upon  every 
freih  occafion^  additional  lights  have  been  thrown  upon  it, 
and  new  di^Sculties.  and  objedions  have  been  laifed,  by 
the  fertility  and  eagernefs  of  conteft  and  oppofition. 

Some  of  thofe  objefiions  may  have  feemed  plaufible  or 
ingenious ;  fcarcely  any,  I  think,  have  been  weighty  or  fub- 
ftantial ;  none,  I  am  fur^  of  fuffi(iient  weight  to  counter^ 
balance  the  numerous  benefits  which  there  is  fuch  reafon 
to  exped  from  the  adoption  of  the  meafure.  But  they 
have  been  frequently  fuited  to  meet  thofe  pai&ons  and 
prejudices,  which  naturally  exift,  or  have^b^en'  artfully 
excised,  ill;  our  fitter  kipgdom;  and,  if  Wjefeel  it  our  doty^ 
tp  ucQommcnd  the  propofedtingo^pOTation  to  our  fellow-- 
fubjo£b  there,  wc  owe.  it  to  thea^/aodi  to  outfeW  tp^fpare 
no  pain^in  the  endeavour  to  rjeiiipvey  by  difpaflipnate  rea- 
fonlng  and  cool  deliberat^p^,,  iV^h.  obft^l^les  as  may  have 
appeared  tp  them^  or  any  mii^ber  pf  them,  to  ftaod  in  the 
way  of  what  moft'  of  us  here,,  I  believe,  coi^fider  as  mat^ 
rial  for  our  interefts  and  effintial  to  theirs.  ^ 

To, thofe  who  have,  atfepde^  to  the  various  nwdes  ofi 
rcfiftance  tp  the-  proppfal  of  an  yjiion,  which  have-  been, 
re/orted  to  by  different  per(pnsi,  ttm  circumSaaces  n^i^ft: 
h^ve  occurred , as  very  remarkable^ 

.  Cjgtf  has  been  fo  well  expreQe4  in  tfe^  reiblutions  of  the 
G^and  Jury  of  the  county  of  the  city  of  Cork,  that  I 
fliould  do  it.  ii^uftice  not.to  introduce  the  mention  of  it 
in  tl^e  very  language  they,  hjaye  ufed;  V  Wliilft  we  la- 
«  ment,*  fay  they,  *  that  any  difference  of  opinion  fhould 

*  exift  in  this  kingdom  upon  fo  important  a  queftion,  we 

*  cannot  Imt  remeniber  how  unanimou^^e  rebellious  and 

*  traitorous 


,         (    5    > 

^  <  tmitorous  enemies  of  the  country  are  in  their  reprob^- 

^  tion  pf  Che  meafure^/ 

The  plan  of  the  United  Iriihmen,  with  the  aftftaticfe  of 
the  inveterate  foe  of  the  Britifh  empire  and^  cbnftitution, 
is  to  efte£l  a  feparation  between  Great  Britain  and  Ire* 
.  land.    It  is  natural  therefore  that  they  (hould  dread  no- 
.  thing  fo  much  as  aiiy  meafiire  which  they  muft  look  upon 
as    fetal  to,  that  favourite  obje£l.^    That  feparation  is 
their  favourite  objed  we  have  many  inconteftable  proof;  i 
but  it  is  fufficient  for  me  now  to  refer  to  the  declaration 
.  of  their  founder,  Tone,  fubjoined  td  the  Report  of  the 
I  Secret    Coi^mittee  ^  of   the    Zrifh    iFJoUTe    of   Lords    in' 

\  "•     1 797^;  and  the  deteftation  of  a  Union,  which  on  that 

account  the  fameclafs  of  men  h^e  always  exprefledfis 
equally  notorious.  The  furious  declamations  of  APNeiiiftj 
Lewins^  and  others*^,  have  been  niore  than  once  referred 
to  in  this  place^;  ind  within  not  many  weeks  from  the 
prefcnt  moment,  fome  of  thofe  felf-convifted  traitor^  have 
contrived  to  publifli  to  tlie  world  new  libels  on  the  govern- 
ment and  conftitution  of  their  country*,  their  main  vle\V 
in  which  has  manij[jpftly  been  to  co-operate,  to  this  partitu- 
^  lar  end,  with  thcSic  who,  though  of  ^  very  diSererit  d^fctip- 
tiori,  and  asking  undoubtedly  froih  moti\/es  of  miftkkfcii  pa- 
triotifm,  hive  exerted  their  talents  and  influence  to  cbufitfer- 
afl;  and  retard  what  1  am  well  perfuaded  the  good  fenfe  ef 

I  *  Vide  the  refolutions  of  the  Grand  Jury  of  the  county  of  the  city  of 

I  Cork,  26th  March  1 799. 

^  No.  II. 

*  Proceedings  of  the  meeting  at  Francis  Street  Chapel,  1 795. 

*  V!de  Speech  of  the  Right  Hon*,  kertry  AdtHngiom,  p.  4l,  &c.  &c. 
I                                ^  Afdut  O'CtMer'i  Letter  to  Lofil  Oaflkfiagb^^fyimandrxttoni  8k» 

BZ  .   that 


(    4    )   - 

that  nation  will  not  fuffer  them  ultimately  to  defeat,  tiia( 
happy  confolidation  of  Ac  empire  which  his  M^fty*s  pa-' 
ternal  goodnefs  has  recon^mended  to  the  ppnfideration  o| 
both  his  Parliaments, 

Theotjker  circumftgnce  to  which  I  have  xefcrrcd  appears 
to  me  not  l^fs  ftriking.  It  is,  that  the  oppofers  of  Uhibix 
have  almoft  all  ende^vo^red  to  convince  us  that  the  ca(b 
of  the  incorporation  of  Scotland  and  England  in  1707,  is, 
not  in  any  degree  applicable  on  the  prefent  o<}||fIon. 

I  think  there  is  confiderable  dexterity,  though  perhaps 
not  a  great  deal  of  candour^  in  this  attempt  In  all  grea^ 
political  operations,  experience  and  hiftorical  precedent  are 
the  beft  :uid  fafeft  guides.  Thofe  gentlemen  have,  there- 
fore, juftly  thought  they  i^ould  have  a  better  chance  of 
gaining  their  end^  if  they  could  induce  u$  to  (hut  our  eyes 
agstjnft  hiftpry,  ^ad  wander  with  them  in  the  obfcur^  mazes 
of  theory  and  fpeculation.  Their  ingenuity  might  then 
perhaps  bewilder  and  perplex  us;  whereas^  if  we  recur  to 
^at  memorable  event,  its  fimilarity  to  what  is  now  propor 
fed,  botl^  in  principle  and  in  all  its  motf  charaderiftic  fi^^ 
ti|res,'  is  fq  great,  that  they  naturiiUy  feel  it  furnifiies,  by 
its  complete  fuccefs,  after  die  trial:  of  a  century^  the  ftron^ 
geft  and  moft  irrefiftible  refutation  of  their  arguments^ 


In  the  firft  and  preliminary  point,  for  inflance,  of  the 
queftion  of  Union,  that  tranfa^on  is  moft  efpecially  appli- 
cable, being  the  di^e^  cafe  of  a  national  decifion  on  the 

Tight 


right  and  competency  of  Parliament.  I  will  not  enter  at 
large  into  the  general  argument  concerning  the  e)ctraordi<p 
nary  powers  of  the  fupreme  leglflature  of  a  country.  It 
has  been  amply  and  ably  treated  in  feveral  of  the  prior  ftages 
of  the  prefent  bufinefs,  in  this  Houfe.  r  If  the  Parliament, 
in  our  reprcfentative  government,  is  not  competent  to  treat 
of,  and  conclude  an  incorporated  Union,  there  is  no  autho* 
rity  which  is;  and,  confequently,  a  legitimate  Union,  in 
&cb  governnients^  neyc^^  could  uke  place* 

The  conftituent  body,  or  the  eleSors,  have  no  fuch 
authority;  they  have  not,  by  the  praQice  oc  true  theory  of 
our'conftitution,  any  power  of  d^litx^ration  on  any  queftion 
whatever;  their  only  buiinefs  as  eleftors  being  that  of  fe**- 
ledTmg  and  nominating  thofe  whom  they  think  the  fitteft 
perfons  to  ^xercife  that  (hare  of  legiflation  which  is  veiled 
in  the  third  eftate  of  Parliament;  the  aft  of  the  elcftion  is 
the  beginning  and  end  of  d^etr  fundions;  the  latent  po}iti« 
cal  rights  of  the  people  at  large,  whateyer  th^y  may  be, 
have  not  been  delegated  to  tlre^ ;  and  thofe  gentlemen,  on 
^e  other  fide,  who  are  themoft  ftrenuous  advocates  againii; 
a  Union,  would,  I  ibould  tbir^k,  be  very  unwilling  to  de* 
yolve  that  authority  which  is  denied  to 'the  elefted,  on  the 
^ledive  body,  as  now  ponftituted ;  fince,  in  their  opipioni 
^ey  ought  to  be  deprived  of  the  very  eledive  franchifc  it- 
felf,  by  what  they  call  a  reform  of  Parliament  \  the  fchemQ 
of  fuch  reform  bein^,  in  many  inftances  literally,  and  vir-* 
^ally  in  all,  tQ  deprive  die  prefent  ^le^ors  of  that  franchife« 

^ut  if  the  eleftors  cannot  deliberate  and  decide  on  fuch  a, 
me^re,  ^nuch  lels  can  the  people  at  large ;  who  never,  I 
b^ievC)  JQ  the  finadl^ft  ftate,  or  moft  complete  democracy, 

have 
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h&ve  exerci&d,  in  hB:^  by  univer&l  ittdiyidual  ruftrage,  <k« 
liberate,  judicial,  or legiflative  authority.  Yet  to  maintain 
that  the  conftitiitional  legifl^ture  of  a  country  has  not  the 
right  of  doing  certain  ^6ls,  however  clearly  beneficial  to 
that  country,  without  a  previous  fpecial  commiffioin  from 
th^  n^afs  of  the  nation,  leads  immediately  to  the  falfe  and 
mifchievpps.  principle  of  the  dire^  fovereignty  of  the  people^ 
and  to  that  equaliy  mifchievous  fidion  to  which  it  has  ^t* 
yen  rife,  v/z.  That  an  original  compaSf  betwipen  the  go* 
vernors  and  governed  is  the  only  lawful  foundation  of  go- 
vernment. Indeed,  to  refbrt  to  the  elementary  parts  of  a 
nation,  the  numerical  aggregate  of  individuals  compofing  it^ 
for  authority  to  form  a  union,  would  be  a  complete  admif- 
fion  of  fuch  fovereignty;  as  the  terms  and  conditions  with 
which  this  numerical  m^fs  might  choofe  to  accompany  that 
delegation  of  power,  would  be  an  exemplification  of  fuch 
original  compaft.  But  what  fort  of  philofophy  is  that  which 
traces  the  foundation  jof  all  political  phenomena  to  a  fa<9: 
which  no  hiftory  fh^ws  ever  to  have  exifted,  which  the  con- 
fideration  of  the  human  charader  and  the  daily  tranfa^ions, 
and  'paft  and  prefent  fituations  of  life,  demonftrate  to  he^ 
and  always  to  have  been  impoilible,  and  every  attempt  to 
realize  which  either  by  iht  Jacquerie  in  aicient  France,  the 
Wat  Tylers  and  Jack  Straws  in  England,  or  the  modern 
JaCobines,  has  proved  as  pernicious  and  deftrufiive*,  a& 

•  ta 


»  It  ha»  l^eeH  unfortunate  for  the  world,  that  fo  great  and  upright  iv. 
tnao  as  Mr.  Lock^  (led  ailray  by  the  circiuiiftances  of  the  times  m  4vhich 
he  tived,  and  the  zeal  of  eontroverfy)  Aiould  have  been  the  patron  and 
advocate  of  this  baneful,  but,  in  his  hands,  too  plaufible  and  fpeqious  doc- 
trine,   tockc^  fate  has  indeed  been  fingular.    lie  was  a  good  fabje£t  and 

a-pi«i% 
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to  fappofe  trte  poffibility  of  its  ai^Ual  exiftence,  is  foolifli 
and  atifurd.  ;  The  fatal  confequiences  of  fuch  attempts  to  tej^ 
Urej  as  it  is  callfed,  to  the  people  the*  fovereigrity  they  are 
itnagined  to  have  farmed  out,  as  it  were,  to  their  rulers, 
fubjeflt  to  divers  claims  of  forfeiture  and  re-entry,  has  in- 
deed been  too  well  illuftrated  by  the  late  eventfal  hiftcfry 
of  a  neighbouring  kingdom,  for  us  here,  or  our  fellow-fub« 
je£ls  in  Ireland,  to  require  jnuch  argument  to  convince  us 


a  pious  Chrifti^.  "Xiity  as  hi$  theoty  of  govcroment  hasferved  for  a  bafis 
to  thq  deftru£Hvc  fyftenis.of  thp  Condorfsts,  PrieJUeys,  and  Paynes,  fb  his 
fnetaphydcal  principles  have  become  the  groundwork  of  the  vain  wifdom 
and  faHe  philbfbphy  which  began  by  denying  the  exigence  of  the  material 
world,  and  pracecded,  in  the  writings  of  the  late  Mr.  Hume  and  o£Iiqi's»' 
to^  extend  that  wild  JTceptkiTQ^  ofaa  ingenious  and  . well-intentioned  Pre- 
late* to  the  diibelief  of  fpirit  alfo,  of  the  immortal  nature  of  man,  and 
the  being  of  God  jiimfelf.  This  remark  has  been,  in  a  great  mea- 
fure,  occafioned  by  my  recolieftion  of  a  truly  great  philofopher,  to 
wlkoi^  early  iel&ns  and  kindnefs  I  look,  back  with  tenderhefs  and  pride » 
who  was  among  the  firft  to  prove  that  fyllem' adopted  by  LocJke  coQceming 
ideas,  tended,  by  its  natural  confequence,  to  thofc  of  Berkeley  and  tJ^umei 
but  who,  in  announcin'g  that  opinion  to  the  world,  anxioufly  difclaimed 
every  wifh  or  intention  to  difparage  the  talents  of  thofe,  the  fallacy  and 
danger  of  whoCedodriiites  he  thought  he  «ould  denronftrate;  and  every  vltvr 
of  arrogating  t6himfeif  any  peculiar  ftg^city  and  drfcernnaient  on  that  ac- 
count. Indeed  thofe  who  remember  him  j  know  that  there,  nev^  was  learn- 
ing and  wifdom  more  free  from  arrogance  and  prefumptibn  than  his> 

*  A  traveller^*  fays  he-,  *of  good  judgment  may  miflakc  His  way,  and  be 

*  led;anawaresin)to  a  wrong>track'';.and.while.tbejroad  is  fair  before  him, 
«  may  go  on  without  fdfp^ion,  and  be  followed' by  others;  but  when  it 

*  ends  in  a  precipice,  it  require*  no  peculiar  degree  of  wifdom  and  pcne- 
.  *  tration  to  know  he  has  gone  wrong,  nor  perhaps  to  find  out  what  mif- 

<  led  himf.' 


*  3ilhop  Berkeley^ 

f  Dr.  Aei^^  Enquiry  into  the  Htiman  Mind,  p.  23. 


of 
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of  its  folly  and  wtekedhefs.  It  has  in  diat  country  overtiini^ . 
ed  the  throne  of  the  Monarch  and  the  altars  of  God :,  it  baa 
ianSioned  murder,  parricide^  and  regicide;  and  has  taught 
every  illiterate  peafant  to  confider  himfelf  as  a  fit  catididate 
(or  fupreme  power,  the  fovereign'of  hi^^fovereign)  and  the 
lawgiver  of  mankind-^ 


£rgOf  regihus  occt/ts^  Juh)erja  jacekai 
Pri/tma  majeftas  fohorum  etfceptrafuperidf 
Res  Ua^  qd  fummam  f^em  turlmfyue  re£hal^/ 

J  agree  with  a  perfon  juitly  cmment,  ftnd  for  whom  I  en^ 
tert»n  a  very  finc^re  v^ipt&i  when  he  &ys,  <  that  it  is  dan* 
*  gerous  in  a  popular  aflembly  to  ftate  that  there  are  points 
^  where  the  powers  of  the  legifiature  end,  aod  thofe  of  thie 
^  /people  at  targe  begin^.''  Indeed  I  know  of  no  point  where 
a  legitimate  conftitutional  power  in  the  people  at  l^ge  be-^ 
gins;  there  may  be  fome  very  fpecial  cafes  to  which  that  of 
the  legiflature  cannot  reach;  and  in  which,  according  to  my . 
conception,  wbenany  meafure  becomes  neceiTary  and  un*  . 
avoidable,  not  the  power,  i.  e.^any  rightful  power  of  the 
people,  but  the  difibludon  of  the  conftitution  and  govern* 
ment,  will  begin ;  from  which  anarchy  it  muft  be  left,  iti  > 

%fuch  cafes,  to  chance,  to  the  circumftances  of  the  times, 
the  force  of  habit,  the  intrinfic  merit  of  ancient  inftitutions, 
and  the  prudence  and  virtue  of  individuals  pofieffijig  influ-« 

'  ence,  either  perfonal  or  from  fituation,  to  extricate  the  na« 

•  Lucret.  lib.  v.  yen  H35.  •       . 

*  Vide  the  Speech  of  the  Right  Hon.  John  Fofttrt  p.  lot,  I  had  n<*e 
th^n  received  the  correct  edition,  but  I  had  feen  feveral  accounts  of  it  in 
difiereot  newfpapers.  1  (hall  take  the  liberty  now  to  i^fer  to  it  according 
to  tliat  cerred  edition  in  ibme  of  the  following  pages. 

tion.     , 


tion.    It  is  indeed  delicate  and  dangerous  wantonly  to  moot 
fiich  fert  of  cafes :  no  judge  of  human  nature  who  is  a 
friend  to  his  country^  ever  will$  whatever  may  be  his  «. 
I^rticular  creed  and  party  on  matters  fairly  debateable, 
and  open  to  a  fafe  difference  in  opipion. 

There  are  however  cafes  of  another  defoription^  which, 
may  be  more  freely  difcufled^  to  which  alfo  the  fupreme 
powec  of  tbe  Legiflature  (in  our  conftitution^  of  the  Par* 
liament)  cannot  extends  but  which,  being  of  a  negative 
kind)  and  not  requiring  any  meafure  to  be  taken  or  zSt 
done,  do  not  conned  themfelves  with  the  notion  of  any 
neceflary  diflblution  of  the  frame  of  the  governments 
They  are,  in  truth,  of  fuch  a  fort,  that,  on  their  corre£k 
analyfis,  it  will  be  found,  that  the  idea^of  the  appltcatioti 
of  that  power  involves  either  phyfi<;al  or  moral  [impoffi- 
bility,  or  anatur^  contradidion  in  the  terms  of  the  pio** 
pofition* 

Two  examples,  material  for  the  prefent  purpofe,  efr 
pecially  the  lafl  pf  them,  will  illuftrate  the  diflindion 
to.  which  I  have  wifhed  to.  draw  the  attention  of  the 
Houfe. 

ifl.  Parliament  cannot  pafs  a  law  which  a  fubfequent. 
I^arliament  (hall  not  be  able  to  repeal.    The  plain  reafon    r 
of  this  is,  that  die  fuppoiition  of  fuch  a  power  is  contra- 
diSory  to  itfelf.    It  &  to  fuppofe  the  Parliament  of  next 
year  hk  abfblute  ahd  fupreme  than  the  Parliament  of 

ad*  I  have  heard  it  contended,  not  without  plaufibility,    - 
that  the  Parliament  cannot  difmember  the  kingdom  or 

i»  cat's  Inft.  part  iv.  p.  4»,  43. 


c  _    circumfcribe 
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iifcumfcribq  the  fphere  of  its  own  authority,  and  confe-^ 
4uently  that  on  that  account  it  cannot,  dtilblve  any  union 
ivhich  by  treaty  or  otherwUe  hath  blended  into  one  ftate, 
6ibje<a  to  its  authority,  parts  which  exifted,  previous  to 
fuch  treaty,  in  a  fep'arate  and  diftinfl  condition,  with  fe- 
parate  legiflatures ;  that  to  fuppofe  it  capable  of  doing  this 
is  alfo  a  contradi£tion  in  terms ;  that  the  nation  and  its 
{Parliament  are  fuch  indiviiible  integral  parts,  the  one  go* 
verned,  the  'othe^  governing,  and  forming  together  one 
indtvifible  aggregate  or  body  politic ;  that  if  you  detach 
any  part  of  this  body,  what  remafns  is  no  longer  the  fame 
ft  ate,  the  fame  nation,  the  fame  legiflature  or  parliament ; 
that  the  two  parts  may  form  themfelves  again  each  or  either 
into  a  fimihr  conftitutron  to  what  before  exifted^.  or  into 
other  conftitutio^is  $  but  that  the  difmemberment  will  have 
efFeSed  that  fort  of  refolutionof  the  aggregate  into  its 
elements,  which  is.  known  to  happen  in  oiKt  municipal  law, 
when,  by  the  lofs  of  an  integral  part,  an  ordinary  corpb- 
lation  isdifTolved,  and  lofes  its  corporate  exiftence;  that 
Jt  is  univerfally  true,  that  the  difmemberment  of  any  legi- 
timate fiate  cannot  be  a  legitimate  a£l  of  that  ftate;  but 
neceflarily  fuppofes,  even  on  cefBons  in  virtue  of  con<luefty 
exchange,  &c.  a  difruption  of  the  integrity  of  the  ftate; 
ihat  it  might  be  difficult  to  argue  this  politioa  on  the  hif- 
tory  of  thdfe  iU-conihu£ted  conftitutions,  where  difmem« 
berment  has  in  fa£t  ofteii  taken  place,  or^  with  regard  to 
extreme  cafes,  of  the  ceffion  of  fmall  infignificant  portions 
of  a  large  dominion j  but  that  nobody  will  fay  that  the  ac« 
tual  ftate  and  conftitution  of  Great  Britain  would  remain 
if  the  county  of  Northumberland  or  Cornwall,  the  ancient 
kingdom  of  Scotland,  or  thj?  principality  of  Wales,  y^ct^ 
^detached  from  it.      '^  *    . 

But, 
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fiat)  lid  the  cafe  of  a  union  and  itlcorporatlbn  oF  ntw  • 
|»rtS)  the  incompetency  of  parliament  to  decompofe  them 
iS)  I  tl^inkj    abundantly  obvious,    without  adopting  the  • 
foregoing  opinion  to  its  full  extent,  which  I  by  no  means 
do,  with  regard  to  th^  dtfmemberment  of  fome  original 
fiadHon,  or  diftri£l,  of  what  had  always  conftituted  one 
xand  the  fame  ftate.    The  eflcntial.  condition  of  fiich  a 
unioh  is  the  combination  of  each  of  the  conftitucnt  parts 
into  a  new  whole,  in  which  the  identical /chaya£brs  and 
qualities  of  thofe  parts  are  fo  loft  that  they  can  no  where 
afterwards  .be  found  or  reftored.     The  contracting  parties 
ccafe  loexift,  and  become  incapable  of  being  revived.    It 
is  as  impoffible  to  replace^hem  in  jfiatu  ^«^  a&  it  would . 
he  to  recover  Ae  identical  parts  of  two  images  of  the  fame '. 
metal^  which  ma.y  have  been  melted  together,  and  caft  into 
one  new  figure  made  up  of  both.    Pbyfically,  or  even  mo- ' 
nlly  and  politically  fpeaking,  Scotland^  as  a  country^  might 
he  again  disjoined  from  England:  it  might  again  haye 
Parliamenta»  as  England  might  have  ^  but  this  muft  be  by 
a  prqcefs  exa£Uy  the  fame  with  that  which  (houldfeparate* 
Cornwall j  Norfolk,  Caitfmefs,.  or  Sutherland,  from  Great 
Britain.    It  would  not  be  a  redintegration  or  reftoratlon  of 
Scotland  to  her  fprmei"  ftate,  as  (he  exifled  before  1767: 
that  ftate  has  been  melted  down  and  indillblubly  mingled 
with  that  of  England j  which,  in  like  manner^  can  never 
become  a  feparate  kingdom,  as  of  its  ancient  right. 

/  •  *  ■  ' ' 

If  this' reafoning  is  asjuftand  correal  as  it  appears  to 
me,  all  apprehenfions  and  alarms  muft  neceflirily  vaniih 
(alarms  fometimes  attempted  to  be  raifed  when  it  has  been  . 
tlKHight  they  might  affift  a  Kttle  deart^i  of  argument),  of 
Great  Britain  alTuming  a  right  to  break  through^  and  fet 
,  c  2  afide,  ^ 
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afidC)  It  her  pleafurc,  any  incorporation  of.  tfai$  kingdom 
a^jl  that  of  Ireland^  which  the  wifdom  and  patriotifm  of 
,the  two  Parliaments  may ,  adopt.  After  a  Union,  Ireland 
may  again  be  feparated  from  Great  Britain,  as  England 
may  bV  torn  afunder  from  Scotland,  by  domeftic  fadion ' 
and  civil  war,  or  by  foreign  hoftility ;  but  they  never  can 
be  disjoined  by  any  regular  a£l  of  the  united  Government 
and  Legiflature.        ' 

In  fliort,  it  appears  to  me  that  a  common  Parliament, 
fuch  as  was  formed  on  the  Scotch  Union,  and  muft  be  in 
contemplation  now,  muft  have  the  power  of  altering  or  re^- 
pealing  any  of  the  former  ads  of  either  of  the  local  Legif* 
latures,  i.e.  either  Englifli  or  Scotch,  Britifh  or  Irilh,  a 
power  daily  exercifed  in  regard  to  £ngli(h  and  Scotch  a^ 
\nade  previous  to  1707  i  but  that  fuch  cooimon  Parliament 
cannot  legitimately  repeal  or  alter  any  of  the  fundaqiental 
and  eflential  claufes,  articles,  or  conditions  of  that  treaty, 
fay  which  the  Union  ihall  be  conftituted ;  fihcc;  the  treaty 
authori^d  by  each  Legifiature,  concluded  by  commiffion- 
crs,  and  then  again  ratified  by  each  Legifiature,^  when  car- 
ried JUito  isflTeiiEly  will  fender  it  impoffible,  upon  any  breach, 
for  eithei:  party  to  refume  its  former  fituatioh,  and  avail  it- 
felf  of  the  nullity  thweby  occafioned,  and  of  courfe  impof- 
fible, confiftently  with  moral  right  and  du^  for  the  unit- 
ed Parliament,  i,  e.  beyond  its  legitimate  powers^  to  com- 
mit ftich  a  breach, 
r       *  ■  -  .  '     '        • 

Before  I  proceed,  the  Houfe  will  permit  mp  to  ejrplain 

what  may  otherwife  be  liable  td  mifreprefentation  or  mif- 

conftruftion.    Though!  have  denied  the  ftridk  right  of  the 

conftituent  body  to  deliSerate  and  decide  on  political  quef- 

^'    .  tions. 
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UiMr  and1»idier  to  limit  or  extend,  by.fpecial  coBimiffion 
and  i^ftrudionst  the  powers  vefltd  by  law  in  their  repre« 
fenutives,  yet  I  Am  yery  clearly  of  opinioni  that  the  repre* 
fentativerdoes  not  perform  his  duty>  or  C9nrult  the  ifoe 
intereft  of  his  country,  who  does  not  pay  a  due  and  ref* 
pefiful  attention  to  the  fentimentSy  and  even,  in  many 
eafesy  to  the  inclinations  and  wifli^s  of  his.  particular  con- 
ftituents  ahd  of  the  proprietor^  and  inhabitants  of  the  place 
he  reprefents  (with  whon;i  he  commonly  has  the  eafieft' 
means  of  communication),  as  well  as  to  the  opinions  which 
prevail  in  general  amon^  the  different daflcs  of  his  fellow- 
fubjefisa  It  is  very  true  that  there  neither  exifts,  nor  can 
^xift,  any  legal  or  formal  method  of  cdleSing  the  indi<^ 
vidual  opinions  and  fufFrages  of  a  ^bole  nation ;  ftit)^  how* 
ever,  the  predominant  fer^^ent  will  /orce  its  way- to  the 
obfervation  and  underftanding  of  the  legiflators,  and  jwUl 
be  in  many,  f^rhaps  in  moft  cafes,  the  beft  and  moft  pru- 
dent guide  for  them  to  folio w.  If  they  negle^  it,  the  pe« 
4od  of  xe-elf^ipn  enables  the  voters  (the  majority  of  whom, 
even  a^nowconftituted  in  this  kingdom^  taking  die  a^de 
"country 'over,  will,  I  believe,  always  be  found,  to  accord 
widi  the  majority  of  4ie  nation  itfelf)  to  fdeA  othm  who 
think  more  as  they  do  on  thofe  fubjeS^  of  publj^Oncem 
whiph  they  have  ncareft  their  hearts*  y/^ 

After  all,  fome  may  think  I  might  piv^  fpared  the  Hottfe 

•  and  myfelf  the  troxible  of  theforie^ing  difcuffion,  as  few, 

very  few,  within  diefe  walls  have  gone  (o  far  as  diredly  to 

maintain  the  general  incompetence  of  Parliament  tofuch 

« a  meafujre  as  a  Union.    But  fever^,  by  expreffions  of  doubt 

,  and  furmife,  by  ambiguous  words,  (battered  abroad  at  the 

riik  of  mifleading  the  vulgar,  the  ilUnformed,  or  ill-dtf- 

pofed,  among  bis  Majefty's  iubje£b  in  Ireland,  haveiec 

out 
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out  with  involviffg  their  opinion  on  this  oiaterial  poiittin 
oracular  obfcurity,  and. have  then  gone  on  to  aiTert,  that 
ivhatever  may  have  been  the  right  of;  the  Engliih  or  of  the  ^ 
Scotch  Parliament  in  1707,^  ^  Union, between  Glreat  Bri- 
tain and  Ireland,  or 9  at^  leafl,  fuch  a  Union  as  is  fuppofed 
to  be  intended,  cannot  be  lawfully  agreed  to  or  carried  into 
effe&i  by  either  of  the  Parliaments  of  tbofe  refpediye  king- 
doms.'   They  affume,  as  the  cafe  I  think  muft  be,  that  in 
the  midft  of  thofe  who  have  prqpofed^  or  are  friends  to  the 
ineafufe,  the  proportion  of  members  to  be  feet  by  Ireland 
to^thc  united  Parliament  is  meant  to  be  confiderably  leis 
than  the  number  of  British  members ;  whiefa,  if  the  exam- 
ple pf  the  jScotch  Union  fliall  be  followed  in  this,  particular^ 
will  remain  as  at  prefept.    *  This,*  it  is  faid,  <  would,  inr 
effc&s  amount  to  a  total furr^ndar  of  the  legiflative.au-' 
thority  of  Ireland  tb  Great .  Britain.    But  the  conftitu- 
ents  of  the  Irifli  Parlis^meot  delegated  to  their  reprefen- 
tatives  the  pow;er  with  which  they  invefted  them,  for  the  < 
purpofe  of  exerciiing,  not  of  furrendering,  thofe  powers, 
for  the  purpofe  of  maintaining  s^  Xupreme,  indispendent^ 
and  exclufive  Legiflature  fqr  Ireland^  not  to  enable  diem 
to  betray  and  deftroy  the  independency,  or  radier  the 
exiftence,  of  the  Irifh  Legifl^ture.     This,'  iris  al]edg« 
cd,  *  muft  be  the  cafe,  jf  th«  members  for  Ireland  are  in  a 
great  difproportion  to  thofe  for  Great  Bri^in.    Though 
the  Britiib   Parliament,   therefore,   (hould  b^  fuppoTed 
competent  to  receive^  in  acgsffion  to  its  legiflative  autho- 
rity pver  Great  Britain,  the  like  power  over  Ireland,  the 
Irjib  Parliament,  can  have  no  right  to  ^;^9^c;  that  power' 
and  fubjeft  their  cot^ntry,  in  that  manner,  to  thegoverni 
ment  of  a  foreign  Legifl^ture.     The  addition  of  one- 
fixth,  oner  fifth,  or  one-fourth,  to  the.prefent  segregate 
number  of  Briti(h  members  will  leave  the  ^itifii  Parlia^ 

*  ment 
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*  ipcift  siscxclttfivcly  hipremc  over  Great  Britain  as  before, 
<  and  will,  atthe  fame  tiQie,  communicate  to;  Grds^t  Pritain 
/*  as  entire  a  fiipren^acy  over  Ireland  as  fee  formerly  claim- 
Zed  (before  the  epoch  of  1782)  when  that  country  was 
/  totairyuoreprefented'ia  Great  Britain.' 

In  flating  this  fort  of  argument,  which  I  have  endeavour* 
cd  not  to  weaken  or  mifreprefent,  the  cafe  of  Scotland 
',  eemed  to  militate  to  ftrongly  both  againft  the  conclujion  of 
incompetency,  and  the  afliimed  fa£i  frpm  which  that  con^ 
clufionis  drawn,  namely,  the  exercife  of  excluflve  power 
by  the  greater  over  the  kffcr  country,  that  every  effort  of 
ingenuity  has  been  ufed,  though  unfuccefafully,  to  find  out 
fome  mtelligible  ground  of  diftindtion  between  that  tranf- 
.afiion  and  the  meafure  now  in  agitation* 

ift.  With  regard  to  thefa£l.  It  is  a  inatter  of  fuch  ac« 
knowledged  notoriety,  that  in  queftions  of  a  local  nature^ 
or  which  nearly  concern  the  northern  diviiion  of  this  united 
kingdom^  the  members  returned, by  Scotland  have  gene- 
rally inituencc^d  the  opinion  and  vote  of  the  whole  Houfe 
of  Commons,  that  the  Gentlemen  on  the  other  fide  have 
iwt  been  able  to  deny  it.  They  have,  therefore,  been 
obliged  to  content  themfelves  with  the  hope  that  this,  like 
ofhei;  cifcumftancqs  relative  to  the  Scotch  Union,  may  be 
afcribed  tofomething  of  a^myfteriousand  undefinable  na- 
;  ture,vpecjuliar  to  the  chara&er  and  fituation  of  that  people; 
^and  they  infift,  that  whatever  may  have  in  practice  coun- 

•  tqraSed  the  natural  confequence  of  the  fuperiority  of  num- 
bers in  that  cafe,  it  is  not  lefs  certain  that  the  whole  le- 
giflati^  authority  over  Scotland  is  vefled  in  the  Englifh 
^lembers,  than  that5i3  is  a  larger  number  than  45.        ^ 

2d,  As 
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2(I.  As  to  ihe  ceneluftoHy  they  argue,  tliat  if  the  ftnren* 
der(as  they  infid  on  terming  it)  which  was  made  by  the 
Scotch  Parliament  have  not  vitiated  the  whole  tranfafHon, 
it  is  either  becaufe  the  lapfe  of  time  and  long  acquiefcence 
on  the  part  of  that  country  have,  by  a  fort  of  pre&ription, 
confirmed  the  authority  of  the  Parlian^ent  now  denominate 
ed  Britifli,  but  ftilt,  in  e^£t,  only  £nglifllj  over  Scotland ; 
or  becaufe  the  ^Scotch  Parliament  was  ocprefsly  empowered 
and  commiifioned  by  the  ccmftitiients  in  that  kingdom  to 
agree  to  a  Union. 

In  anfwer  to  thefe  refinements  it  may  be  obferved, 

i{L  That  it  is  a  new  fort  of  prefcription  which  can  con^^ 
firm  or  render  valid,  what,^  in  its  commencement,  wias  a 
mere  nullity ;  efpecially  where  the  a6is  by  which'this  nullity 
has  been  turned  into  a  right,  muft,  if  the  argument  is^  well 
founded,  have  been  throughout  equally  null  and  void.  If 
the  Scotch  Parliament  could  not,  in  ij'oy,  legally  ratify 
^the  Treaty  of  Union,  die  aft  by  which  they  purjiorted  to 
do  fo  was  void,  and  the  royal  aflcnt,  which  was  given  to 
that  zQty  having  nothing  on  which  it  could  operate,  was 
void  alfo;  as  much  (b  as  it  would  have  beei^  if  given  to  an 
aft  by  which  the  Parliament  Ijad  attempted  to  leriflate  for 
France  or  Ttaly.  But  the  ratification  of  the  treaty  by  the 
Scotth  Parliament  was  the  eftentjal  condition  on  which  that 
t>f  England  ratified  it.  If  therefore,  the  aft  of  the  Scotch 
Parliament  was  a  nullity,  fo  dfo  muft  have  been  thi^t  which 
was  only  paffed  on  the  faith  of  its  fuppofed  vafidity*  The 
one  was  the  confideration  for  the  other^  atid  if^En^and 
could  reed ve  nothing,  neither  could  (he  mean  to  give, 
nor  could  give  any  thing ;  and  the  whble^bufinefi  ^efem- 
bkd,  on  her  part,  what  th«.  lawyers  call  z  nudum  paSium^ 

'       ■  Thus 
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Thus  tbis  doArioe  nec^arity  leads  to  the  inference^ 
that  the  prefent  Legiflature  of  this  eouotry  has  no  kgitU 
mate  authority ;  that  the  powers  it  exercifes  are  mct^e 
Qfutpation  ;>  and  tjaat  no  man^  dther  in  Scotland  or  Eng- 

\  iandj  is  boand  to  fubniit  to  any  of  thft  laws  wliich  hav« 

■  been  cnaftcd  (ot  iiear  a  tentitty. 

ad.  When)  pcircelving  that  this  af  gumcnt  of  acqujeftence 
fails  by  leading  to  fuch  a  dangerous  abilirdity^  Gentle- 
men re^t  to  fbme  fuppoied  fpecial  defegttton  from  eke 
people  or  conftituent  body  to  the  Parlrament  of  Scotland, 

^    -  it  will  be  recolledied,    as  I  hav^  already  Qienfn,  that  th^ 

I  eteilors  'c9ttld  mt^  by  the  cooftitiitlpn — iti  this  rcfpeft  the 

lame   in  that  kingdom  as  in  England-M^^make  any  fueh 

;  delegation,    fo  as  to  give  it  afty  force  or  validity ;  «or 

grant  to  the  elcAed  any  pecuFiar  powers,   not  incident 

\^  to   the  mere  character  of  ,reprefenfativ«s  duly  chofen. 

^  JT  will  now  proye,  that  In  1707  no  fuch  delegation  was 
in  jaU  attempted  in  Scotland. 

There  is  undoubtedly  a  paiTage  or  two  in  t)e  Foe's 
IJiftory  of  the-Union,f  whicl>  ieem  to  indicate  fojiie- 
I  thing.  Ipi^cial  in  the  appointment  of  the  members  of  the 

Parliament  of  Scotbnd,  which  concluded  that  Treaty  ;* 
apd  a  ilippofed  fpccific  authority,  in  that  inftance,  though 
tery  little  uken  notice  of  in  this  Hpufe,  has  been  much 
relied  on  in  feveral  fpcecbe^,  and  in  various  pamphlets^ 
in  the  £ftcr  kingdom.  This  circumftance  induced  me  to 
bellow  iomt  pains  in  tlie  inveftigsition  of  the  matter,:  the 
reftdt  of  which  has  been,  as  I  was  wel}  perf(}ade4  it  would 
t>e,  wteit  I  have  juft  aflcrted^  that  qo  fuch  authority  was 

*  StoekdaU^s  Edit.,  p.  a^(9,  2^9, 

D  .  V  in 


in' cOtttiCfmplatTbn,  miich  Icfs  required  of  conferred,  at  tlir 
time  of  electing',  that  Parlian^nt. 

-Indeed  it  vfoufd  hate  been  verjr  extraordjnary  if  Ar 
cafis  had  turned  out  otherwife,  no  hiftorian  of  that  pe-^ 
riod,  or  who  has  written  fince,  having  ever  mentioned 
or  alluded  to  fuch  a  faft,  if  we  except  thofe  Chott  and 
obfcore  pa0ages  in  De  Fee  to  which  I  have  referred. 

Nay,-  farther,*  in  t(ie  feveral*  treaties*  preceding  that 
which  fo  happily  accompliflied  the^  obje£l>  from  the 
accef&on  of  Jam«s  the  Sixth  of  Scotland  to  the  crown  of 
England  downwardsr  no  idea  of  the  neceffity^  expedi- 
ency, or,  I  may  fay,  ^  copftitutionalty  fpeaking,  of  the 
poffibility  of  fuch  a  reference  to,,  and  the  delegation  fronv 
the  fr^holders  and  burgefles,-T-forming  themfelves,  as 
they  niuft  have  done,  into  what,  in-  the  modern  French 
vocabulary,  would  be  called  primary  ajemblies, — ever  feems 
to  have  been  entertained  by  any  projeftor,  politician^, 
lawyer,  member  of  parliament,  minifter,  or  fovcrciga 
whatever. 

I  will  now,  .Sir;  fliorrfy  ftatc  what '  really  happened  \xx 
Scotianfd  on  the  occafion  of  the  la(t  and  fuccefsful  treaty* 

The  Convention  Parliatncnt,  or*E(lates,  which  had 
beeu  aflembled  in  that  country  on  the  abdication,  or  for- 
feiture, of  James,  and  had  met  early  in  1689,  continued 
iindiflblved  through  all  the  reign  of  King  William,  and 
were  fummoned  to  meet  by  Queen  Anne  on  the  9th  of 
June  i7d2,  a  few  months  after  her  acceffion*  The 
anomalous  formation  of  thofe  Eftarcs  is  well  known  ;  and 
it  will  not  be  pretended,  that  any  meafurc  of  .Union  be- 
tween the  two  kingdoms  viras,  at  the  time  of  their  no- 
mination, 


■     <  ^9  ;    - 

I  tninatloiii  either  agitated  by  the  rpprefented,  or  given  in 

•  charge  to  their  reprcfentativcs. 

lie  fixth  Englifli  Parliament  <yf  King  WilKam,  which 
liad  been' called  by-thcufual  proccfs  (no  fpecial  «irth6rity 
'^  being  pretended  as  to  England,)  was  fitting  on  Queen 
.  Anne's  acceflion ;  and  on  the  6th  of  May,  1702  »  had 
pafled  an  ad,  enabling  the  Queen  to  appoint  cocnmifBon- 
ers  for  treating  of  ah  Union  between  England  and  Scot« 
land.  .      ,  '    , 

As  Toon  as  the  Scotch  Parljameot  s^iet  after  King 
WiUiam^s  death,  this  clrcumftance  was  commuplcated  to 
I  ,   the?!  in  9  lietter  from  the  C^een,  and  a  fimSlar  meafure^ 

I  on  their  part>  recommended ;  and,  In  confequence  there- 

of, a  like  a£t  was  pafied  on  the  23d  of  June  1 702.^ 

Commiflioners  were  accordingly  appointed  on  the  part 
I  of  each  kingdom,  and  met  at  Weftminfter  pn  the  27th 

k  of  Oaobcr  1702* 

\sx  the  jm«an  tim^  the  Scotch  Parli^tment,  or  Conven- 
tion;  was  prorogued  (30th  June  J  .and  foon  afterwards 
,  '  diflblyed,^   as  was  the  Erigliih  Parliament  on  the  ad  of 

July  1 702.    But  the  commiflions  were  not  to  determine 
i  ^       '  by  this  diffolutjon  hi  the  refpcfCve  ParBaments,  but  to 

I  ,  continue  in  force }  and  fuch  treaty  as  the  commiflioners 

might  conclude  was  to  be  ratified  by  the  fubfequent  Par- 
liaments of  each  kingdom. '      - 

From  the  above  deduftion  it  is  dear,  ^hat  if  thofe 
commiflioners  had  in  faff  proceeded  to  the  conclufion 
of  a  treaty,  no  furmifc  couW  ever  have  been  made,  that 

^  I  Adne,  cap.  14. 

*  Scotch  AAs  I  ft  Parliament  of  Q;^Annc,  c.  7.  p.  6S6.  _ 
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(    »    3 

«n  tb«  part  of  Scotlaod  any/pecial  4&a&date  had  fcnred  at 
a  foundation  for  the  powers  exercifed  on  ^e  occaGoa,     -, 

A  new  Pariiaroent  was  foon  afterwards  called,  in  the 
ufual  way,  in  £Qgland|  and  met  on  the  2Qth  of  Oftober 
I702j  a  week  previous  to  the.  meeting  of  the  commit 
iiooers« 

On  the  8th  of  September  a  royal  proclamation  was 
publifhed  in  Scotland^  containing  the  following  words : 

i  Wherea$  the  late  Farliapnent  of  that  our  ancient 
kingdom  of  Scotland  is  by  our  authority  diSblyedy  and 
confidering  that  we  are  jtt  prefent  engaged  in  a  mofi 
jujl  and  nec^ry  war  ^  and  that  by  a£b  paflTed  both  in 
the  F^rliament  of  England  and  Scotland  we  are  ein* 
^  powered,  and  have  accordingly  nominated  commiffioners 
i$  treat  iff  an  Jfriiaft  betwiKt  thefe  our  kingdoms^  and 
of  other  things,  matters  and  cauies  relatipg  theretoi 
conform  to  the  tenours  of  the  faid  a£ls,  the  coadufioa 
of  which  Union  to  be*eftabU(hed  and  ratified  in  both 
Parliaments,  will  undoubtedly  conduce  to  the  lading 
peace  and  welfare  of  both  kingdoms ;  for  which  caufes, 
and  that  we  judge  it  neceflary  there  fhould  be  a  Parlia- 
ment in  being  to  meet  on  fuch  occafions  as  may  require 
it,  we  have  thoqght  fit  to  call  a  Parliaihent  of  that  our 
kingdom,  to  meet  at  our  cUy  of  Edinburgh  on  the  1 2th 
of  November  next/ 

This  palTagCi  in  an  inftrument  of  whicb^  afi^  a  good 
deal  of  rcfcarcb,  I  have  been  furniftied  with  a  copy  by 
the  obliging  attention  of  the  gentlems^n  who  has  the  care 
of  the  public  records  at  Edinburgh,  is  the  only  cir- 
cumftance  and  fourc«  to  which  I  can  trace  the  fuppofi-it 
tioa  of  the  alleged'  fpeoial  authority  of  which  I  have 


(  «  ) 

b^sn  fpcMxig.    I  thidkit  ii|fiO  injttftiee  to  tbe  Geiiil<k 

men  iw^  bave  pieaded  tkat  fpecial  aat<lioritf ,  tofappofe 

thtf  had  cooceiTed  it  td  reft  upon  focne  more  folid  $ftdL 

tenable  ground.    Indeed  I  have  not  m.et  .wicm  aoy  tvj<-. 

j  dence  that  they,   or  any  writer  or  compiler^  on  the  pre* 

ient  occa&on,    had  taken  the  pains  I  hav«  been  prompted 

to  do  (tn  order  to  fift  every  point  of  thb  great  q«eftioa 

as  thoroughly  as  I  could,)  wijth  regard  to  the  prooeedwg 

which  ouy  have.giinen  rife  to  the  paiiTages  I  have  referred 

to  mDe  /W.     But  it  is  xm>  wonder,  the  fort  of  argmneiit. 

there  liatedy  is  fo  lopfelyi  geoerallyi  and  fiiortly  expreSed^ 

1    .  and  that  {o  little  attention  iieeais,  to  hav«  befsn  paid  to  it 

j  at  the  tirae,  or  by  th«  very  hiftoriaip— i-tke  poly  oae,.  .a$ 

J  before  obfen/ed^  who  has  ever  hinted  at  it.    Was  the 

I  mention  made  of '  the  vtrar,    in  the  fame  prOclamationi  a 

I  fpetia:!  or  necefiarf  notke  to  the  eledors^  of  Scotland  to. 

I  loftnia  their  reprcfentatitcs  how  they  were  to  aft  in  the 

en&faig  Parliament)  as  to  granting  or  i^fing  fnpplles? 

!  •         If  it  had  been  all  at  once  difirovered^  that  aU  form^  Par- 

[  liam^its  whidi  had  entertained  Ihe/queftioa  of  Uniooii 

had  exceeded  the  power  and  authority  incideot  to  their , 

conftitution,  would  there  not  have  been  fome  more  foleinn 

and  fpecifio  recital  to  that  effeft  in  the  prochmation  itfelf  ? 

^  Would  that  fubjeft  have  been  lumped,  a*  it  were,  with: 

'  fo  common  and  ufnal-a  caufe  for  lioldiilg  a  Parliament  »» 

tht  circumftance  of  a  war  ?  Would  not  the  proclamation 

have  proceeded  io  give  new  and  peculiar  dir^ftions  for  the  ^ 

method  of  communicating  to  the  ekdor9,    the  notice^ 

that  they  were  to  exercifc  a  novel  and  cxtradi^dittary  fort 

of  deliberation,  and  to  communicate  a  new  power  to  thd 

eledled,    not  neccflarily  vefted  in  them  by  the  aft  of 

eleSion  and  confeqiieht  commif{iori»    appokiting  them 

.    members  of  the  Legillature  ?  Would  not  the  proceedings 

^X  Xh^  fobfe<](ueiit  eleftions^   the  fummon*,  the  rtturnsi 

or. 


as  they  were  calkd|   and  were  in  h&  b  Scodand,  the 
commiffioas  of  the  perfons  chofen,  have  contained  fotne- 
refistence  to  the  fubje^t?    Would  hot  the  minutes  of  the 
ekftion  nteetings,  whether  of  counties  or  burghs,  which 
.  in  that  country  are  drawn  up  with  To  much  form  and- 
phecifion,  have  recorded  the  efpecial  obje£l  and  purpofe 
for  calling  the  Parliament|   and  the  inftru£lions  on  thav 
account  given  by  each  body  of  conftituents  I  Would  there 
have  i>een  no  trace  of  any  thing  of  that  fort  among  thO: 
entries  in  the  corporation  books  of  Edinburgh,  or  of  the 
other  cities,    towns,    and  boroughs   of   the  kingdom  ? 
Wouid  there  not  have  been  fome  tradition,  fbme  memo- 
rfal,  fome  narrative,  or  fome  hint  of  a  formal,  or  at  leaft 
of  fome  incidental  allufion  to  the  fubje£t;  of  Union  at 
fome' of  tiiededions?  Of  fome  conteft  founds  on  the 
known  or  declared  opinions  of  different  candidates',  for 
or  againft  the  meafare?.  And,  laftly,  would  not  the  very 
zQ,  of  the  Scotch  Parliament,   which  ratified  the  treaty, 
haverecited  the  fpecial  power  which  alone  warranted  them 
in  that  aA,  and  which  their  general  charaAer  as  a  Parlja* 
ment  did  not  authorize  i 

Now,  Sir,  not  one  of  thofe  circumftances  exifts.  The 
proclamation,  the  copy  of  which  I  hold  an  my  handj^ 
gives  no  particular  dire£Hon  as  to  the,  e!e£libns.  The 
fummonfes  for  elejlion,  the  commiffioos,  the  minutes, 
the  corporation  books,  bear  no  marks  or  figns  of  any 
thing  fpedal.  Hiftory,^  memoirs,  tradition,  arealLfilent; 
and  you  know,  Sir^  that  the  zd  of  the  Scotch  Parliament 
is  equally  fo. 

It  is  hardly  neceffary  to  wind  up  the  narrative  I  have 
b^n  giving,  by  ftating  that  the  commiiBoners  who  met 
by  virtue  of  the  two  afis  of  Y707j  ^nd  pf  whom  tbofq 

'  for^ 


> 


for  Scmlaiid  mufl  have  been  the  only  perfbns  in  the  coit- 
templation  of  the  eleftors  of  the  new  Scotch  Parliament, 
if  thofe  eleAors  had  ezercifed  any  judgment,  as  Aich,  on 
the  fubje<a  of  the  propofed  Union,  never  came  to  any 
conclufive  treaty  or  agreement.  Their  meetings  were 
finally  adjourned  on  the  3d  of  Febrmary  1 703. 

The  new  Scotch  Parliament  did  not  meet  till  the  6tli 
of  May  1703.  On  the  9th  of  September  1703*  they 
voted,  that  the  commiffion  of  Parliament^  as  they  called  it, 
vras  terminate  and  extinA;  and  that  there  ihoiild  be  no 
new  one  without  the  confent  of  Parliament. 

In  February  1704-5,  the  Englifli  Parliament  paflcd  a 
new  aA,  empowering  the  Queen  to  appoint  commiffion* 
ers,  when  a  fimilar  aA  (hould  have  pafled  th4  Parliament 
of  Scotland^  On  the  5th  of  April  1765,  that  firft 
Englifli  Parliatnent  of  Qneeii  Annewas^diflblved,  and  the 
Tiew  one  met  on  the  27th  6f  Oftober; 

In  the  mean  time,  after  a  great  deal  of  angry  proceed- 
ings in  the  Parliament  of  Scotland,  during  their  firft  and 
iecond  feffion,  in  the  third,  which  began  on  the  aSth  of 
June  1705,  an  af^alfo  paiTed^  authorizing  the  (^een  to 
appoint  commiffioner&t^. 

Under  tkefe  two  a^  new  commilBons  iflued ;  that  for 
Scotland  on  the  27th  of  February  1704-6,  and  that  for 
England  on  the  lothof  April  1706.  The  commiflioners 
met  at  Whitehall  on  the  16th  of  that  month  \  on  the  22d 
of  July,  the  articles  were  executed  j  on  the  i6th  of  Ja- 
nuary i7«6-7,  they  were  (with feveral alterations) ratified. 
by  an  adt  of  the  Scotch  Parlis[ment  \   and  on  the  6th  of 


•  3  and  4  Anne,  caj^  7«  ^ 

*  Scotch  A^  ift  Pari,  of  Q^^Anne,  3d  ftiHon,  c.  4.  p.  7^5. 


March 


(     24     ) 

March  of  the  fame  year,  bjr  the  Soglilh  flatute  of  $ih 
Anne,  cap.  8.  and  the  Unioa  took  effcA  on  the  ift^f 
May  1707.    , 

3ir,  I  did  in  a  prior  debate*^  dedtning  at  that  ftioe 
the  argument^  which  was  in  much  better  haiodi^  advert 
to  the  authority  of  feveral  e/ninent  pcrfons  in  Ireland  on 
this  queflion  of  the  competency  of  their  Parliament,  and 
referred  to  a  debate  in  the  Irifh  Houfe  of  Lords,  in  which 
the  Lord  Chancenor,  the  two  Chief  Juftices,  and  the 
Chief  Baron  had  voted^  and  three  of  them  fpoken  in 
fupport  of  its  competency.  What  I  then  faid  has  been 
mifutiderftood*  I  have  been  fuppofed  not  only  to  hiive 
ajierted  what  I  have  jt^ft  meniioned,  and  (which  I  abia 
admit  I  did)  tiax  lIluFofier  anif  Sir  JtJm  Parnril  hftd 
as'otded  giving  their  fandUon  to  the  contrary  do^ne^ 
hot  to  k^^  addedjr  with  feme  trhio^pb  and  exul^tioo, 
that  there  had  nobody  been  foqnd  tp  maintain  it,  but 
M^Nevin  and  Lewim.  Sir,  that  is  not  what  I  ftated*  I 
did  pert&gs  difcover  the  fatisfaflion  I  felt  from  the  con- 
iideratton  that  the  diftingnifhed  characters  I  have  men* 
eioned  had  fupported  that  fide  of  the  queftion  which  I 
ifhought  was  neceffarily  connected  both  with  the  general 
principles  of  government  and  thofe  of  theJBritifh  ConAit«»-> 
tion }  but  I  never  faid  or  meant  to  fay,  that  no  opinion  had 
been  delivered  of  an  oppofit^  fort,  by  any  body  in  Irelajad,, 
except  M^iJtvin  and  Lewms.  I  merely  obferved  that  the 
names  of  thojfe  who,  at  the  difFerent  county  and  other 
meetings  which  had  then  taken  place,  had  come  to  reiohitj* 
ons  denyiqg  the  competency  did  not  appear ^  and  tbat  I 
thought  it  right,  in  contraft  with  the  learned  Nohtcfncn  ta 

•  Monday,  nth  February  i^^ 

whom 


<whom  Ihad  refdrred,  to  mention  two  notorious perfons  in  that 
kingdom,,  who  fa^d  in  their  own  names  and  chafaders  pro- 
nounced boldly,  and  without  hefitation,  their  authoritative 
opinion  to  that  eiFe£b^  It  was  therefore  unneceflary  to  queftion 
me  whether  1  did  not  know  in  particular  that  three  confider-^ 
able  lawyers,  and  Meml)ers  of  the  Iriih  Parliament,  had  de- 
nied this  competency;  and  whether  I  doubted  of  tbcit  legal 
learfting  and  abilities?  I  dare  fay  they  have  denied  it.  I 
have  indeed  rej^d  in  a  printed  letter,  to  which  the  name  o{ 
one  of  thofe  gentlemen  is  fubfcribed,  '  That  the  Parlian^Qnt 
/oflrclahd,  triJie  to  itfdf  and  honcft  to  it^  country,  wiU 
f  never  affume  a  power  extrinfic  of'  its  delegation*.'  Sitoi- 
lar  fentinxents  may  have  been  delivered  by  the  other  twp> 
;iiSd  by  others  in  the  lifter  Parliament ;  ,and..as  to  tjie  le- 
gal abilities  and  acquirements  of  thofe  gentlemen,  far  be 
it  from  me  .to  ei^prcfs  or  entertain ,  any  opinion  to  their 
jdifparagement*  One  of  them  I  have  the  pleafuxe  of. 
\  khpwing;  and  that  government,  to  which  I  had  the  hor 

^  nour  of  bdonging  when  in  trdand,  though  fo  corrupt 

and  wicked  according  to  fotoe  Of  the  Honourable  Gende- 
liien  on  the  oppofite  fide  of  thisf  Houfe,  had  <hc  advan- 
tage of  receiving  from  him  a  moft  ftrenuous  and  fpifited 
!   >  .fupp<m.'  i  do  not  recolleft  .the  driier  two,    I  believe 

they  were  flot  in  Parliament  in  my  time,  but  I  underftand 
-they  are  alfo  nien  of  talents  and  eloquence.  But,,. Sir,  I 
.am  perfuadcd  thofe  gentlemen  th^mfelves  woujd  not  think 
it  implted  any  difrefpeft  to  them,  as  members  of  the  pro- 
feffion  to  which  I  once  had  the  honour  to  belong,  if  I 
were  now  to  fay,  that  the  opinions  of  barrifters,  however 
table  or  eminent>  arc  not,  in  point  of  authority^  to  be 
put  in  the  balance,  on  a  great  conftitutional  point,  with 
thofe  of  the  heads  of  bis  Majefty's  ftH>reme  tribun^ls^  the 

'     •  Mr.  Barmiion's  Letter  to  Mr.^jurw,  dated  aoth  Jaauary  1799* 

E  fathers 


(  ««  )  . 

'  %(ii,  UK  mk,  msb.'mk  i  -Bifj^t^^difi  w  -mm)^ 
t«^  m  \m  tbixMiis,  -ir^iffff  'mm,  mf  !t»i  «# 

^tb6Hty.  JIn  %  }ia<]p(et9E^  \^ile  <(jiM»w^  tiMri 
^oiiid  b^  k  i^l^dj  »ii^  IUVa%  rt^  fi»'ttft  HO 

^ba)iiiiitiHtl6ft  dF  pbW6lr.  Thi  tibrffi  ttlH  XS^Mbtflil 
of  <Clrett  BHttib  #6ida  itiSm  WS^Viki  ims&timri 
ih  th^  Sigiftltibh  brji^Hiitad,  «ut  fb  W8tiia  UK  iibMi 
aHd  <26ii)ttn>ii^  -of  fi«Klh<}  in  Mt  «  QMk  BrttHMk 
Mtftttall^  ^Wi^  Woofd ^^ttuflfflii  Ittv  If-Otttthp^  iikft 

b'ut  ekh  Woiild  «ftsiiih  s  flans  conM^foHitc  inib  id 
iiiltttiVe  Hiipui-tytirb  -fh  %»i  MiiN  ibtt,  tff^  ltaprcn» 
aij^lMtin  BV(^  tt«  VHfoli'v^  'A«ni6l«>  «s  to  tile  ;^ 
ftih^ibn  litdHNiptieti  iih  dUs'qSfeftibK  Wffi^  4i^  %an  H 

reeeiVb  Withfrt  its  ttiifotri,  hf^i  l-ftoj  «r  *2d  (httflgera. 
Veiling ^eAi  IHdrviatMly  fK^  ^ffi(> 'ffiiie 'AMM)H«y  »  ilk 

iifiifeiittahhdt,  6(1  ^=ifiinani»9^W)K»)^>iMHgs  WTMl^ 
ihg  tb  'dtfe  ^i^ttf(6n,  in  ■&&  givmmieiA  91  <Ottitt  firfr. 

riil^  oF'tiftit}cHti<»H  fh  'Bie  kcltl  'gdVfernliSMt  v(  IrehiAi- 

*l"he  i*tt  tH«'Wttitt«lity  Hsf  nSnflftrs  1»«M4  ultitte  the 

"thut^aiOh  idnOAr  fii^e  )bf  ^  #«lldjft  ^!«Mh9yi1ftalit  <R» 

this   {as    was^  well    waatked   by  a  Right  Honourable 

Gentleman, 


lAen  ^Mi^  IMOSillll  ^  la^  yi»WI>  Ml^^  ttlf^  npiiP^ 

to  the  unreafosibte  if^s^t  flgl^ng  f hf  t#  cisg^y^  ^ 
the  part   of  S€otlai^%  of  joining  the  two  Parliaments 

f  m  Jiy^  jlii^S^'  0f  ihi  ItaiU«9iintf,  Aii  identufim^ 

«ft9$e*  il  li^^M^  »l  #  id^lMlHp»t  JMI  Mlio€ki«)>  ^  utlor 
mnihibt^n  M  .  Ik«  ooniyti^icMi  ^f  :Jr«b»4  Tjie  finne 
Imia  mii  fi|ifwt>Uf4  in  vSjip^^^^  to  ibe  Uiuoo  of  diat 
«i)iin^  jfitb  titiiSii  far,  ioge^ioj^i  ja^d  io^ffiittY^^  argu- 
fMm  oi^m^ft  fulae%.M  ^^^ptw.oppanepts  ar(B,  thqr 
jritt  4^i  m  ki»vr  Mfy^j  A0  m  jmny  of  Af  {^ims 

.i2f  jtoF  Vt^tfltioQr  ^b^r  l4H^ar  JIQ  iD9  i»^r$  plskgi^Jri^Si  tp 
il\<P8(SP  '^i^Yfji^  J^  ml]S  i^  Ibe  topics/  imt,  in  gc- 
jlKKidif  fvsin  of  ite  v«^|i  bogmge  ani^  fixpreffioi^s  wUch 
-IMti^  dAicii  cpiiloytd.  .Qf  th^  lu^  m^n  aoay  convince 
ihiufi^  hy  .mmMiHg  Ibe  late  4|^ates  Jiore  and  d&^ 
^miifif^fWilJfi  Jte  Ht#pa  lOtf  Ih^i^t  nod  tb:  M<inoi»  of 
tsckharU  x  ' 

In  die  cafe  of  Scotland  and   England  the  miiappllcv 
tion  was  not  fo  great.    In  that  q^^^  the  il^ird  J^ajicfi  gf 

«  Mr.  D»  PyJtr.  ^  la  t67o. 
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each  Legiflature,  though  for  the  time  it  centred  in  the  (ame 
perfon^  was  fi>  far  from  being  infeparably  mixed,  fo  ad 
to  form  one  indivifible  whole,  that  a  law  a6tually  exifted% 
by  which  its  feparationi  at  no  diftant  period,  into  two  dif« 
tinft  fdvereignties,  was  exprei^y  eftablifhed. 

It  were  to'  be  wiflicd  that  Gentlemen  would  explain 
what  that  eflential  part  of  the  conftitution  of  Irehuid  is, 
which  the  incorporation  of  its  Lords  and  Co&mons  with 
ours  will  annihilate.  It  has  always  appeared  to  me  that 
in  two  principles  is  comprehended  the  ellence  of  ours  and 
of  the  Irifli  conftitution,  which,  with  the  exiception  of  cer- 
t^in  abufes,  real  or  imputed,  of  different  forts,  to  be  found 
in  eachlcingdbm,  is  one  and  the  fame.  How  often  have  I 
heard  Gentlemen  in,  the  Irifli  Parliameht  boaft  that  they 
enjoyed,  how  often  read  in  the  publiflied  harangues  and 
eflays  of  Iri(h  poUtfciaos,  their  exultation  in  the  pofleffion  ^ 

of  the  Britilli  conftitution  !  I  fay,  I  have  always  conceived 
diat  the  moft  e&ntial  principles  of  that  conftitution  are 
two:  I.  That  it  is  compofed  of  three  independent  eftates 
or  branches,  forming  checks  each  upon  die  otiipr  two. 
2.  That  no  law  can  pafe,  afte£Ung  the  life,  the  liberty 
or  property  of  the  fubjefit, .  without  the  concurr^ce  of 
a  reprefentative  body  chofeil  from  ^mong  the  people^  in '  / 

a  mode  formed  on  the  confide^atton  of  property  and  fran- 
chife,  and  confifting  of  an  adequate  number  of  perfens; 
and  of  iiich  a  mixed  defcriptton,  as  to  bring  to  the  legif- 
lative  aflemblies.  competent  knowledge,  both  of  general 
and  local  concerns,  and  a  fympathy  of  intereft  in  regard 
to  every  thing  that  can  afFe^  their  conftituents  and  the 
nation  at. large. 

*  The  Scotch  Aft  of  Anne,  called  tljic  Aft  of  Security,  ift  Parlif^ 
Alien t  of  Queen  A^ne,  itd  Sef.  c.  3.  p.  7^3. 

NoWf 
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Nov>  Sir,  if  this    defcription  is  in   any  degree  tme, 
how  can  it  be  faid,  that  the  conibihlng  into  one  fupreme 
!  Imperial  Council  a  Juft  namber  of  the  reprefentatives  of 

both  nations  for  one  Houfe,    ai^d  of  the    Peers  for  the 
eth^r^  will  be  the  annihilation  of  the  conftltution  ?  The 
i  Legjflature  of  the  enapire    may,  in  my  opinion,  in  one 

point  of  view,  and  .that  perhaps  the  moft  enlarged  and 
the  foundeft,    be  f:Qnfidcred    as  one  g^eat  political  tiia* 
I  chine;  cbnfiftjng  of  o^e  and  die  fame  fupredie  I^ead,  both 

I    "  ^executive  and  legiHative;  to  which  are  attached,  or  linked 

I  4md  knit,  two  Separate  members,  while  each  of  thofe  two 

^  is  fubdivided.  again  into  two  analogous  parts:  the  one 

f  <nember,  the  Lords  and  Commons  of  Great  Britain,  em« 

;  powered  to  prepare^  for  the  Sovereign's  deliberation,  fane- 

\  -tion,  or  R^e^ioa,  whatever  may  fccm  ncceflary  for  Great 

^itaun,  and  for  the  empir^  at  large ;  the  other)  the  Lords 
and  Conunons  of  Ireland,  pofleiEng  only,  but  exclufively— « 
as  far  as  fuch  excluflon  is  confident  with  the  idea  of  an 
»mity  of  empire,  either  .on  the  prefent  or  any  other  pof- 
i%ie  frame  of  fuch  a  machine— the  fame  power  as  to  tfa« 
kingdom  pf  Ireland*  Let  me  aik,  whether  this  machine^ 
confidered  theoretically  at  leaft,  would  not  be  fimplified, 
its  ftruftwre  improved,  ;^nd  the.  two  cffential  objefts  I 
have  pointed  oiit,  better  fecuced,  by  blending  and  incor- 
porating, in  a  fit  pi:opoi:tion|  the  two  fepar^e  members 
intopne?  ^ 


t 


Sut^ 
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die  real  nwnligL  06  the  ^eAioa,  aiai  espdviy  dfn)^  «Im 
iceiand  wiU  mfup  aaj^beofit  fron  dia  amfiwe^  mia^iy* 
lfiip|M|9,  aUe  to  deoy,  (M  it  wiH  peov^  kinoficiid  ii^ 
tkis  €eiiii6ry>  ov  <iQ^  |iie  empiFe  at  large.  .  I  toffob  Asf 
mean  (Mi,  beeaiii^  I  cmmt  thiak  that  fof  maftqf  good 
fe^e,  c»r  wfbo k  a  real  lUtad  to  ffdaa^  £ao  ii^maim 
toierefta  from  nbofii  of  tb^  UiigdoM,  ^  oi  tW  i>lhor 
ports  of  the  Bi^tift  domtoiona,  or  ooiKoifi  tbat  aopp^ 
ommcioitiit  it  imadvifii)^  wUu9fi§&^  rMck  {^utt  tend 
to  ihofeMoral  a4vahl^  of  tho&  ^Aor  impohoi  of  tlif 
OBipire,  mtftly  li€caufe«0  forticulaf  odv»rtagr  foaynconic 
to  Ifdlaod,  provided  that  eoiuitrf  h  not  Aecobj^^ivoivd  to 
femo  dettimoiil  or  ^aiig  V* 

•1 
Let  m  ttiMefone  4fmimim^  hw  «f  Ao  anrfl promUMOt 
OkcttmAaiieea^  advantage  whJcli  maf  bo  reafonaUy  oKi^ 
fidied  to  Aow  Aooi  a  l&iion,  in  ike  4rll  place,  la  <ir«ot* 
JKrvMif,  zmi  ^  tUf^  ^  its  Mitij^Jtf^  imutikm^^tf 
leooncSjF,  l#  /fMAnri J— boiriEdorJog  the  Ailijedi  ia  a  getie«il 
¥«e«r  of  kg^ftijKvo  a|id  osocmivo  gove^maieiit,  of  oomio 
floeree,  mamiifei^raa,  aod  ^ioulture^  of  ihtarnd  poaof, 
civiUzatioDi  ami  profperity:  under  Avhich  heads  -we  aaay 
alfo  difcufs  fome  of  the  principal  ^bjedions  which  have 
been  relied  on>  either  here  or  in  the  fifter  country* 

With  regard  to  thh  country-^  its  legiflative  and  execu- 
tive councils  would  no  longer  be  liable  to  be  perplexed  .^ 
in   confequence  of  the  diftind  machinery  of  a  feparato 
f  rifti  Parliament;,  nor   the  general  government  contimie 

in 
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ill  ^etm&Bt  Silkier  of  -mifiqiiprdienfiQti  ihi  cn^mtcfi^  «i^ 
fttfca  to  the  iiidcnt\^kd^  wbi^h  iiieVi^ty  arifefi'oiA 
cUt^tJT'^  -cdmmuiitcatidii^  and  tile  im^kneots  &ii3^^em»i 
hlnm&ng  rnxM^^Aom  to  #hit:h  j«alaufy  or  igiieriMIr 
•rt  >fle  JMff  fiUe  lor  the  oihot  ^iU  ^  dften  ^give  t>d»fioiri 
fwkile  Aings  femsifi  lis  die^  afe)f  =ia  tnairp  tyf  the  noft 

'  •  '        '        ' 

hi  tQ&tt^pefp^  ^nsof  He  difficolt«i  ^mTas  ahjr  im« 
li9«&^  «dtlMlH^  td  3i^e^t  &ilsuti>  to  faer  maniifiMEu 
tures,  her  agricultore^  her  trade,  t)f  general  prdTptrh^k 
Some  people,  indeed,  rather  apprehend  danger  to  Britiih 
comriitore  md  liiswrfadtlires;  add  Ab^  £iip{k>feH  migratiion 
efripitU  Old  MVtei«  t:he^^cocin«r}r,  i^  a^oov^tf  )pe(»' 
fciHug  'i  filpmorit^  of  fituattbn  as*  to  many  bi^anches  4€ 
IMmeft  ivbi€fc«as  ^mn  HUteH  ;thfe  fiiUJea  «f  public  di& 
mffioii,  is  argued  spoti  1»  «  ^o&.preUbHe  c^fei;iiJienoe  of 
ft  UlinhS  To  %»  It  diigbt  be  a  ftiffiteient  asiMer  te 
tfat'ftatcfiMm  «»  fi^jr^  that  if  what  one  part  6f.  dife  fiitiM 
iBiagdocfa'IbalMo^  ^aisbtbe^  wiU^iifV  ^trt  #iti^e  tta  piibi; 
lie  -detmv^iit  tb  tht  whole;  But  djht  anTweF,  I  ^mii^ 
WemnlR  kuOx  to  mj^  eai>&  1  Ibink  j^ou  dugbt  lioe^  mi 
IMi^herU  d^liderattolis  of  pdicj^  tio  owrlMk  the  Acl^* 
Bigs'^od  RitefreftlsdF  <ih^  huAneroos  iiMKYidtiids^alNfd«lafic8 
t3f  AMi,  urtio.  4kiV0i  tK  it  wel-ey  loca^iat^  tjfeir  fngenuity, 
^tetr-ihdafti^l^  tfacTir^  iveaithy  andithtihr  b^bHs^  lifti  «mder 
4fae  Cfxintteniisfec  anid  iisplied  faith  ^f  vf^re^eiditing  ^laivis 
«M  inftitiidoiils.  Then  is  a  betto  -airfweiS)  I  beKe^ 
in  the  fad^^  that  capital  and  induftry  fo  Iocal«aDed.<af^  lioc 
cafily  influenced  at  once  to  change  their  >iituation,  by  fucb 
lom{)l»tioa$»  l:kie  atteni^<»  whkh  ha^  been  made)>  at 
Tarioas  titnes)  to  ttanafcr,  by '<bmfe^dden'efibrt:4>f.i|>e^ 
^nktioA  and  enterprife,   Engliih  money  and  credit,  and 

'    f  Mr*  Pfek*s  Speech* 
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Englifli  art  and  ikill,  io  cheaper  and  more  eligible  places', 
in  Scotland,  Wales,  and  even  Ireland,  have  rarely  beds 
iuccefsfirl,  or  perfevered  in;  and  it  is  no  inconfidend^e 
illuft ration  and  proof  of  this  pofition,  that,  even  with' 
regard  tq  external  trade,  which  is  certainly  more  loco- 
motive than  manufadiires,  thofe  tbwhs  and  ports  whbre 
accidenJt  at  firft,  and  a  long  feries  of  caufes  afterwards^ 
have  operated  to  ^ilablifh  it,  are  feldom  or  ever  out- 
rivalled,  or  their  commerce  dl^wn  dff,  by  any  exertions 
however  powerful  in  favour  of  fituations  better  adapted  by 
nature  for  carrying  it  on. 

Gradually,  however,  after  a  Union,  Ireland  will  un- 
doubtedly attrad  much  wealth,  capital,  and  credit  from 
this  country,  not  only  by  the  circumftanc6s  of  advantage 
to  which  I  have  alluded,  butalfo,  more  efpeciaUy,  becauie 
an/uniformity  of  laws  and  legiflature  will  give  greater 
confidence"  to  thofe  who  inay  be  difpbled  to  emfaaric  in 
enterprifes  of  fpeculation,  or  place  their  money  oncom« 
mercial  or  landed  fecurities  in  that  kingdom.  This,  one 
ihould  think,  would  be  aftrong  and  reafonable  argument 
with  Ireland  j[6f  which  afterwards);  but  fuch  gradttal 
benefit  to  be  reaped  by  her,  will  not  afFeflt  theinterefts 
pS  individuals  now  engaged  in  bufinefs  heie,  and  wtU 
.unqueftidnablf,  from  die  known  princi{des  and  hiftory 
of  public  wealth,  tend  in  its  prbgrefs,  by  multiplying  in-  , 
tercourfe,  and  the  returns  of*  profit  in  and  between  both 
countries,  to  increafe  the  riches  of  both^  and  of  the 
whole  empire. 

/       ■  .),■"■. 

Let  us  now  give  a  ihomentfs  coniideration  to  the  ef- 
k^  of  the  propofcd  Union  oa  tbat  empirfy  as  an  aggre- 

gatcf 
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^eef  irimy  6K»t  ia^  ^^If^nitom&t  iHo  chief 
and  preponcferatiiig  infiuA^irs; 

And  trtei%3j^  Sir,  hj  wHf^he  eumigli  jtift  to  dbfervcj  what  . 
notnaiT^  I  thirtk,  ean  denjl'^  4{iftt  m  ftH  cafes  where  it  is 
pra£tfcable^  one  general,  fuperintending^  and  CotitroHkig 
legiflature,  is  the  bcft  fitted  for  the  fteady,  confiftent,  and 
rational  governmenif  of  ril  the  part*  of  that  combination  o£ 
individtialA  and  territories  wfcich  conftiftitcs  what  h  deno* 
minated  a  ftate; 

To  endeavouf  to  enforce  this  pofition  by  si  long  train  of 
argument,  indiiputable  as  I  conceive' k  to* be^  would  be  atf 
u'nwatraitafbie  wafteof  timeand  wbrd^* 

It  has  indeetl'  been  iaid^  in  anfwer  to  thoib  who  havd 
pointed  out  the  obvious  inconvenience  which  might  arife 
from  a  difference  of  opinion:  oil  any  great  imjierial  queffi-' 
on^  as  of  peace  and  war^  between  two  diffinia  Parliaments^ 
that  eqtial  inconvenience  would  follow  from  a  difference  of 
a  liicefort  beijween  the  federal  branches  of  the  feme  Parliaj^ 
menr ;  bat  that  fuch  differences,  though  they  may  be  fug- 
gcftecl  by  th«ory>  have  not  Been  found  to  happen  in  prac- 
ticed I  muft  beg  leave  to  fey  that  they  certainly,  fomc- 
tiimes  have  happened)  hoth  between  the  two  Houfes,  aiid 
bet*ween  thofe  Roufes^  and  the  Soverdgnj  in  the  BritHh 
Parliament)  and  with  the  hazard,  at  leaft,  of  ^confiderable 
detriment  to  the  ftate.  But  there  are  material  diftin^or^ 
between  tb^  twQcalEes  whi^h iwve  beefi  thus  .brought  ifito. 
cQi«paKifoa«  Tb«  id^ntii^  of  intereft  lietweea  the  feveral 
bMfiebes  of  the  legiitative  a^  executive  government  of  the 
fame  country  is  much  more  di reft  ancjf  fenftble^  and  there- 
fore^  on  difcuffion,  mu@h  1^6  ^t  tp  b^  miftf^kf  i^  bj^  either, 

•»  Mr.  F^*s  Speech,  p.  ^4,  5^, 
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than  whtt  exifts  between  two  kipgidoinSf  though  fonning 
parts  of  the  fiime  empire.  Befides,  there  is  a  facility  <rf 
difcuffion  and  explanation,  by  conference,  addrefs,  rcmon-- 
ftrance,  &c.  between  the  refpeQivc  branches  of  the  fame 
Parliament,  which  cannot  take  place  between  two  diftinft 
Legiflatures. 

It  IS  alfo  faid,  that  the  checks  which  the  proceedings  of 
the  three  branches  of  the  fame  Parlia(hient  produce,  furnifh 
a  principle  to  which  our  confticution  owes  its  (lability,  and 
that  fimilar  checks  cxift  between  the  two  fiftcr  Parlia- 
inents^  No  doubt  this  is  true  to  a  ceruin  extent;  but  it 
would  be  eafy  to  (hew,  that  in  the  cafe  of  the  two  Parlia- 
ments fuch  checks  exift  in  a  very  imperfe£l  degree,  with-* 
out  any  foundation  in  their  formal  and  legal  conftitutionsS 
ap<j  with  little  more  force  or  efficacy,  than  thofe  which 
prevail  in  the  relations  of  different  ftates,  haying  common 
interefts,  but  no  link  or  connexion  in  their  governments* 
Such  checks  between  the  different  nations  of  our  part  of 
the  globe  contributed  for  a  time  to  maintain  what  ufed  to 
be  called  the  balance  of  Europe ;  but  although  thofe  of  a 
more  fubftaiitial  and  operative  kind,  in  concurrence  with 
other  caufes,  have  to  this  day  preferved,  and,  I  truft^  if 
perpetuity  can  belong  to  human  inftitutions,  will  ever  pre- 
ferve  our  frame  of  government,  the  other  and  inferior  /ort 
has  not  been  found  of  equal  power  ii)  giving  permanency  to 
that  balance. .         , 

*  Mr.  F^fierU  Speech,  p.  55-      ^ 

«  This  is  not  incdnfifteht  with  what  is  afterwards  (aid  of  the  jurifdi£lkm 
the  Britiih  Parliameiit  may  exercifex>ver  the  executive  minifttrs  who  ad* 
Tiiib  the  Kiog  in  aflenting  to,  or  reje^Hng  Irifh  bills.  That  jmifdiOlon  is 
without  power  to  ftop  fuch  affent  or  rejeaion;  and,  therefore,  forms  no 
immediate  or  abfolute  check,  though  it  may  afterwards  punifh  thofe  who 
have  advifcd  the  Cro\Mi  to  give  or  refufe  its  affent: 

I  admit 
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I  admit  that  circumftances  of  diftancft  (there  may  be ' 
others)  are  fometimes  fuch  as  to  render  Co  dedrable  an  ob- 
^  jeSt  a^  one  common  imperial   legiflature' impracticable/ 

I  Such  I  take  to  have  been  the  cafe  with  regard  to  our  colo- 

nies in  North  America.    I  believe  all  fobcr  men  of  all ' 
j  parties,  both  here   and   on  that  continent,  would  have^ 

agreed,  that,  could  It  have  been  done,  the  admiffion  into 
the  Britifli  Parliament  of  an  ziecjvtzte  number  of  reprefen- 
1  tatives  from  thence,  would  have  been  the  happieft  method 

I    •  of  reconciling  the  difputes  and  removing  the  difficulties 

which  terminated  in  a  civil  war,  and  the  feparation  of  that 
country  from  the  empire.  Dr.  Adam  Smithy  and  many ' 
others,  recotpmended  the  experiment.  The  immenie  dif- 
laQce,  and  the  uncertainty  of  regular,  periodical,  frequent, 
*and  early  communication  between  American  reprefenta* 
tives  in  Great  Britain  and  their  Conftituents  in  America, 
feem  to  pie  to  have  oppofed  infurnvountable  obfta(;les  to 
fuch  a  plan* 

But  that  no  valid  objeftipn  of  a  like  nature  exifts  In  the 
cafe  of  Ireland,  is,  I  think,  abundantly  manifeft.  Sdme 
g;entlemen,  indeed,  of  that  country  have  exprefled,  in  very 
ftrong  language,  their  ideas  of  the  inconvenience  which 
would  attend  what  they  quaintly  term  9.  tranfmarlne  Parfia-» 
ment ;  and  one  learned  barrifter^  at  th^  celebrated  meeting 
of  the  profeflion  which  took  place  early  in  Dublin,  is;  ftatied 
to  have  pronounced,  <  That  a  Britifh  Minifter  (hall  not, 
^  and  cannot,  plant  another  Sicily  in  the  bofom  of  the  At*  * 

<  l^ntic,  and  that  God  and  nature  never  intended  that  Ire- 

<  land  fliould  be  a  province<^^* 

If  by  this  is  meant,  that  the  intervening  channel  i5>  in 
(he  nature  of  things,  an  infuperable  difficulty  in  the  way 
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fuch  regulations  may  afFeft  the  commercial'and  political  in* 
terefts  of  Ireland  ?  ^ 

On  the  adnllffion  of  her  reprefentatives  among  thofe  of 
this  ifiand,'  fhc  Virill  immediately  acquire  her  proportionate 
{hare  in  all  thofe  great  concerns ;  a  voice  in  the  legidatlve 
government  of  Great  Britain)  and  of  every  part  of  the 
Britifh  dominions. 

This  is  not  all ;  Ireland  will  not  only  have  this  (hare  of 
general  legiflation,  through  the  influence  and  fufltages  of 
her  own  immediate  reprefentatives;  fhe  will  alfp  be  repre- 
fented  and  entitled  to  fpeak  through  the  infli^ence  and  fiif-^ 
fiagcs  of  every  one  of  the  513  members  chofen  in  thiar 
ifland.  This  was  ably  pointed  out  in  a  former  debate,  by 
a  Gentleman  who,  on  that  occafion,  difcovered  the  moft 
enlarged  and  liberal  views  of  general  policy,  united  to  the 
founded  fpeculalive  as  well  as  praSical  knowledge  of  com>« 
merce  and  manufaSurc^. 

And  here  we  may  perceive  the  grofs  fallacy  of  the  idc2k 
which  fo  often  mixes  itfelf  in  thefe  debates,  and  has»  as  w& 
have  feen,  been  founded  on  the  argument  of  incom^-t 
tency ;  viz.  that  the  concerns  of  Ireland  will  be  folely  and. 
exclufively  attended  to,  and  this  too  on  a  principle  of  oppo- 
fition  and  hoftility,  by  the  finaller  number  of  members 
which  (he  will  have  to  '^choofe.  It  will,  on  the  contrary, 
be  then  the  duty,  and  on  all  great  points  will,  I  am  fatisfi-' 
eJ|  be  the  defire  and  the  true  intereft  of  thofe  ele£led  here, 
to  give  their  due  weight  to  the  interefts,  general  or  local, 
of  Ireland,  in  their  deliberations  and  in  their  votes ;  and 
in  other  cafes  I  am  apt  to  believe,  what  refpeds  Ire* 
land  will  be  wholly  left  to  the  decifion  of  the  Irifh  memn 
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betS)  a$  Vtuive^nd^  pV&m4  to  have  happened  fo  gene-r 
raUy  in  tegsird  to  the  S<?pt^b  m^oBber^  of  the  Britifli  Pariia* 
inentjwbeti  th]e  fubjefi;  before  the  Legiflature  has  merelf 
related  to  Scodand.'  Hiturajl  and'fair  reafons  for  this,  and 
equally  applica^ble  to  Ireland,  might  eafily  be  ftated ;  but  it 
Is  enough  here  to  appeal  to  the  fa€t,  which  has  been  fo  nO'* 
torious,  thatwhcn.my  Right  Honourable  Friend  aflced  in  a 
former  debate,  whether  Scotland  had,  in  confequen^e  of 
her  comparatively  fmall  number  of  forty-five  members, 
.been  oppreiTejd  or  taxed  bf^ypnd  her  proportion  fince  the 
Union  ?  the  mere  fuppofuion,  fo  contrary  to  experience, 
forced  a  fmile  from  the  Gentlemen  on  the  other  fide  of  the- 
Houfe. 

But,  as  I  have  juft  (aid,  every  individual  in  the  united 
Parliament,  will  in  principle,  and  as  a  duty,  have  vdled  in 
him  a  portion  of  Britifli  and  alio  a  portion  of  Iri(h  repre- 
fentation,.  and  this,  in  the  ratio  o^  the  comparative  weight 
and  importance  of  the  two  countries  in  the  general  fcale. 
And  }et  not  Gentlemen  pay  fo  poor  a  compliment  to  the 
candour  and  wifdom  of  Britiih  Legiflators  as  to  think  they 
will  either  fupinely  or  partially  (hut  out  from  their  minds 
important  objeds  which  may  nu>re  immediately  concern 
Ireland,  but  the  decifion  on  which  cannot  but  alfo  a(Fe£k 
the  welfare  of, the  whole  united  kingdom.  Many,  indeed, 
chofen  for  Great  Britain  will  feel  even  perfonal  motives  as 
ftrong  or  ftronger  for  looking  to  the  advantage  of  Ireland 
•  as  for  confulting  that  of  this  country.  Have  we,  for  in- 
ftance,  any  reafon  to  fu]^pofe  that  the  Honourable  Member 
for  Stafford,  if  he  (hould  happily  fail,  as  I  triift  he  will,  in 
the  objedl  of  his  prefent  mi(taken  zeal,  and  the  Union 
fliould  be  eftab]i(bed,  will  be  a  lefs  vigilant  guardian  of  the 
privileges  and  interefts  of  hi^  native  land,  than  of  thofe  of 

.  th(& 
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the  tountrf  he  has  thouf  hrltt  t<y  a^epl  ?  or  will  a  m^ve 
ef  Great  Brkatn,  if  he  happens  idio  to  he  a  merchant  prm* 
i^iptily  engaged  m  If^ft  commerce,  af^l  leokin^  to ^  that 
counirj  as  the  ibitrce  of  his  wedth  and-fept-wfie  5  while  the 
opulent  Englifii  n[H>rtgagee  of 'Mi  eftate  m  Ireland  j(of  vphidi 
defcripdon  fome,  I  beUeve,  hai^  now  feats  in  this  Houfe) 
will  men  of  that  fort,  members  chefon  for  Britifii  feac^  to 
iihe  unkeid  Parliament,  be  apt  to  overlook  that  part  of  Aeic 
4uiy  which  they  will  owe  ^o  the  fifter  ifland  t  Siioh  Gen- 
tlemen are  even  now  prompt  enough,  and  I  meridon  it  to 
their  honour,  to  (peak  as  if  they  reprefented  Ireland  here. 
But,  as  matters  ftand,  they  cafi  hardiy  do  fp  conftitotron- 
ally,  and  certainly  not  effeSually.  If  a  Union  take  place, 
*  fuch  a  condud  will  be  at  once  reconcilable  to  their  incli- 

m 

nation,  their  rights,  and  their  duty. 

Sir,  it  has  been  a  very  common  objeflion  in  Ireland  to 
meafures  affeSing  that  (jountry  undertaken  by  the  govern- 
ment here,  that  minifters  in  London,  with  all  the  opportu- 
nities their  ftations  may  fttrnifh,  and  their  fenfe  of  duty  urge 
them  to  improve,  have  not  the  means  of  acquiring  fuch  an 
habitual  and  detai^ed  Icnowledge  of  the  charadters,  circum- 
ftances,  and  interefts  of  that  kingdom,  as  would  have  b.eea 
neceffary  to  enable  them  to  have  judged  with  fufficient  cer- 
tainty of  the  juftice  or  policy  of  fuch  nieafures.  I  do  not 
mean  here  to  refer  to  thofe  perfons  in  that  kingdom  wKp 
have  borrowed  from  the  phrafeology  of  their  predeceflfors  in 
Scodand  the  inflammatory  and  inapplicable  terms  o( foreign 
government,  foreign  cabinet,  foreign  minifters,  &c.  I 
fi>eak  of  many  men  firmly  attached  to  the  connexion  with 
Britain  and  the  interefts  of  the  empire,  and  ivho  coniider 
Iriflimen  and  Britdns  not  as  foreigners  to  each  pther^  ' 

but 
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but  as  friends  -and  countrymen,  living  under  the  allege 
aince  of  the  fame  fovereign,  and  entitled  reciprocally  to  all 
the  privileges — I  iya$  going  to  by  of  citizenft>ip^  but  that 
vord  has  been  profaned, — of  liatatal  born-iiibjeSs,  in 
lather  kingdom.  Men  even  of  that  defcription  are  hot  un«^ 
'  Iteqtreirtly  hearti  to  fay,  ^  The  gdVerriment  in  England  h 
*  unacquainted  with  the  concerns  and  the  people  of  this 
"*  country;  They  feldom  interfere  widiOut  doing  harni. 
■•'  Why  do  they  nod  leave  us  to  ourfd ves  V 

It  is  nciedlels  to  argoe  the  obvious  inidmiflibility  of  the 
tonchifion  thus  drawn  frolp  premifes^  concerning  the  truth 
tif  which  it  is  not  my  bufinefe  to  inquire.  The  admini- 
ilrators  of  the  fupreme  fnpehntending  government  of  the 
lempite,  in  all  its  parts,  muft  refide  neat  the  per(bn  of  the 
Sovereign.  But  though  we  cahnbt  give  Way  to  the  priri* 
ciple,  it  does  not  follow  that  the  fac^s  may  not,  in  fome 
inftances,  have  proved  more  or  lefs  true. 


'Now,  ^ir,  the  incorporation  of  the  legiflatures  would, 

I  T  thihfc,  by  tht  frequent  pirefence  of  the  Irifli  Peers  and 

[  Commoners^  at  the  feat  of  general  government,  afford  a 

jk  perfeA  cure  to  this  evil.    Men  thoroughly  acquainted  with 

all  the  affairs  of  that  kingdom ;  natives,  probably,  of  all 

or  moft'of  the  different  cities  and  counties;  perfbris  pof- 

teffing  property,  engaged  in  trade  and  manufadures,  or 

exerciiing  professions  overjb^  whole  extent  of  the  country, 

would  be  then,  during  the  fitting  of  Parliament,  ready  on 

tbd  fpot  to  reprefent  to  the  Minifters,  or  even  fubniit  di- 

ttSAy  to  the  Sovereign,  and   when  the  occafioh  called  oti 

I  them,  in  the  different  ftages  of  any  meafure,  or  on  the  firfl 

I  '    preffure  of  any  emergency,  would  have  it  in  their  power  to 

bring  before  the  eyes  of  the  imperial  Legrflature  icfelf,  and 

^  fupporc  in  both  Houfe^,  by  their  weight,  their  talentiR,  and 

'     '  G  their 
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their  fuifrages,  whatever  their  duty  to  their  country,  or  to 
their  immediate  conftituents,  might  feem  to  require. 

But  the  moft  feducing  topic  with  the  vulgar,  and  witb 
fome  difo  ^n  Ireland  of  a  higher  clafs  who  pofleft  a  ftron* 
ger  fenfe  than  underftanding  of  .national  dignity  and  ho«> 
Hour,  has  been  the  independence  of  their  country.  This 
is  reprefented  as  fo,  infeparably  conneded  with  the  Parlia- 
ment they  now  enjoy,  that  when  the  mode  of  their  legifla>- 
tion  Iball  be  changed,  and  they  (hall  ceafe  to  have  this 
Parliament  exclufively  their  own,  they  imagine  the  nation 
muft  ceafe  to  be  independent,  and  that  they  will  become 
a  debafed  and  degraded  pec^le»  Sir,  when  fucb  a  change 
as  is  propofed,  is  confidered  as  a  degradation  and  debafe- 
ment,  it  certainly  muftarife  from  fodie  confuilon  in  the 
ideas  annexed  to  thofe  words. 

If  Irdand  and  its  Parliament  £hall  be  incorporated  with 
the  Britifh  nation  and  Parliament,  they  will  undoubtedly 
^  lofe"  their  diftin£lnefs.  and  identity.  They  will  no.  longer 
have  a  feparate  political  exiflence;  they  will  become,,  buft 
fo  will  Great  Bfitain  and  her  P^riiament,  parts  only  of 
the  united  whole}  and  in  as  far  as  a  part  cannot.be  faid 
to  be  independent  of  the  other  parts,  Ireland  will,  in  that 
fenfe,  become  dependent  on  Great  Britain,  but  fo  will 
Great  Britain  on  Ireland.  If  after  this  it  {hall  be  con- 
tended that  the  leflTer  part  is  mpre' dependent  than  the  grea- 
ter, the  argument  will  be  found  to  refolve  itfelf  into  what 
we  have  already  difcufled,  namely,  the  effeas  of  the  dif- 
proportion  of  numbers^  between  the  Irifli  and  Britiih  mem- 
bers of  the  common  Parliament. 

May  I,  however,  be  permitted  to  alk  whether  the  Irilh 
Parliament,  even  fince  the  boafted  revolution  or  cpnftitu- 

tion 
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tion  of  1782,  is,  or  ever  can,  in  its  feparate,  yet  connedl* 
ed  ftate,  be  totally  independent  ?  I  know,  Sir,  that  this 
may  be  reckoned  delicate  ground,  but  it  has  been,  un- 
guardedly I  think,  reforted  to  by  the  enemies  of  a  Union, 
and  I  but  follow  them  in  entering  upon  it;  and,  befides». 
I  feel  too  ftrongly  the  tics  of  duty  and  afFe£lion  by  which 
I  hold  myfelf  to  be  conneded  with  that  country  as  well  as 
this,  to  avoid  any  part  of  the  argument,  which  has  been 
rendered  nece/Tary  to  a  found  decifion,  merely  bccaufe,  if 
ill  unddf  ftood,  what  I  may  6y  upon  it^  may  prove  unpo- 
pular in  the  neighbouring  kingdom.  In  fuch  ctrcumftan^f 
CCS  maluerim  verts  offtndere  quam  plaure  adulando. 

Is  then  a  Parliament  independent,  whofe  proceedings^ 
cannot  receive  the  force  of  law  without  the  zGt  of  perfons 
not  members  of  that  Parliament  in  any  of  its  branches, 
and  who,  in  a£Hpg  or  refufing  to  a£l  in  that  refped,  are 
themfelves  refponfible  to  another  Parliament?  Yet  that 
this  is  the  very  condition  and  ftate  of  the  Iri(h  ParKament 
is  clear  from  the  ftatute-book  of  Ireland  i  and  indeed  its 
being  fb  is  fondly  confidered  by  fome  of  the  moft  able, 
though,  alas !  alfo  moft  prej[udiced  oppofers  of  a  Union, 
2&  eflential  to  the  happy  connexion  of  that  country  with 
this.  «  The  flatute  (Irifli  St.  20  &  22  Geo,  III.  c.  47.) 
^  ena^,  that  no  bilKfhaH  pais  into  a  taw  in  Ireland,  un- 
^•lefe  it  be  returned  under  the  Great  Seal  of  Great  Bri-i* 
^•tain}  thus  not  leaving  the  connexion  of  the  two  king- 
^-doms  a  bare  jun£tion  under  one  fovereign,  but  (ecuring; 
«  the  continuance  of  that  c^nnexion,^  by  making  the  Bri- 
<  'tifli  minifter  anflyerablc  to  the  Briti(h  nation'  (i.  e.  the 
Britifli  Parliament),  *  if  any  hw  IhouM  receive  the  royal 
^aflent  in  Ireland  which  could  in  any  way  iiynre  the  em^ 
0  2.  pire, 
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<  |Mre,,he  inciompaUble^  with  Us  impexial  interefis,  or  tendr 
*  to,  Xeparatc  Ireland  frorn  jtV 

.,  .     ■  ^, 

To  analyfe  this  matter  more  ia  detaiL,  The  Great 
Seal  of  Greatr3ritaiaxanDDtbe  put  taaa  Irifh  bill  but  by: 
Ihe  Chancellor  or  Lord  Keeper  of  that  feal^  who  will  felr 
dpm  exe!C,ute  this .  duty  of  his  of&ce  without  thq  conoir-. 
rcnce  of  thofe  other  Minifters  of  State,  .members  of  the 
BritiCh  Council,  who  confficute  wbat.is  called  the  Cabinet. 
Every.  a£t  fo  done,  though  under  the  command  of  the 
King,  is  ""an  executive,  not  a  legi£ative  ad,  which  the 
MiniJftier  advifes  and  performs,  at  his  peril,  liable  to  be 
called  to  account  for  it  by  impeachment  in  this  Parliament. 
I|i&.Majefty's  perfonal  expr^ffion  of  his  aflent.  to.aiiJriih 
ll^tute  is.  perhaps  as  purely,  legiilative  as  that  by  which  he 
^flents  to; a  Bj[itii)i,  law;,  but  every  public  a^:;  donp;  by  s^ 
fubje£^,  except  bis  fpeaking  and'  voting  in  Parliaments  iS: 
in  it^  nature  executive,;  and'  that  for  which  he;  is  refpon- 
fibile;  In.  the  fentence  I  juft.  now  took  the  liberty,  to  re- 
peat,, there  feeips.to  be.  implied^  fome  notion>or  fiigg^ftioi^ 
that.therefpQnfibijity.of  the  Britifli  Minifters  is  confined/ 
to^the  cafe  of  Iriib^fts^tutes  affe^ng  the  eippirj^  at  large^ 
or  tending  to  g^  feparation  of  the. two  kingdoms*  The 
Irilh.ad  roferred  to,-  fajrs  np  fuch  thing*  It  is  indeed  very, 
cgmpnon  to  hear  a  diftin£lion  made  between.  a£ls  of^  the 
IcifbjParliament  concerning  the  local, policy  and- inflscefts 
of.  that  kingdom,,  and  thofe  >yhofe  ohjefls  are  imperii. 
In  a  popular  fenfe,.  .and  in  qxtrcme  cafes,,  fuch  a  diftinc- 
tipn  np  doubt  cxilts..  A  road,  or  eftate  bill  in. Ireland  c;^ 
hardly,  by  any  ppffibility,  concern  the  empire  at  large; 
and  it  might  he  folly  in  a  Britifli  Chancellor  or  Cabinet, 
to  exercife  any  judgment,  or  apprehend,  any  rrfponfibilitji. 

'^  Mn  Fo^r*s  Speech,  p.  24, 

in 


in,r«g<nr4  ^it«    But  the  law  draws  no  line^  and  iir  vnxy 

Itiib  ftaciice;cf  any  oonfideraSlc  oiCMnent  the  empire  moft. 

be  mor«  or  lefs  cxyicerned.    Who  is  ta  judges  of  tliq  degrc^e. 

in  wl^cb  it  is  (Oy  or  o£  the.  propriety  and  fafety  of  advifing. 

I     ^  his  Majefty^  to  receive  or  reje£t  any  fuch  ftatute  ?  who  but . 

I  tl|e  Minifter  or  Min^ftcrs  who  naay  be  queftioned  for  giv* 

log  thjrt  advifce,.  and  carrying  it  i^ito  effeS  ?  a  queftion^ 
which  any^naeipiber  for  any  county  or  borough  in  this  king- 
dpm  may  ftiff  whenever'  he  pieces.  I  muft^  therefore  afk 
again,  whether  this  does  not  prove  that  there  ftill  remains, 
noraibadowy,  but. a  real  and  fubftantial  fubordinatioa  or 
dependenae  of  the  Iri(b  on  tl^  Britiih  Parliament  f  a  de- 
pendence or  fubordination  inherent  in^  the  very  nature 
of  the  prefent  mode  of  connexion  between  the  two  coun- 

i  ■  .   • 

\  **Thc  follawlngf  paflage  wiH  be  found  entirely  toia]gr«e  with  sAiit 

f  ^  i£  sboYe  fhite4;:  '  I:  <l«  not.  hefitate  to  %,  that  in  tbnit  reoddiiujif  tho^ 

i  *  Gresit  Seal,  of  Britain  neoei^ry-  to   the.  paffiag  ao-  Irifli'  \»Nt.  if  we' 

«  created  a  theoretic  differeace  in  the  conftitution  of  the  tuvo  ktng^oms^. 

;  *  which  renders  ours  inferior,  it  is  one  not  injurious  to  us,  but  necejjary. 

«  frfM'vmr  JiruatiiH  in  tie  empire*, *.     To  forte  of  the  concluding  part  of* 

the  iflane'panisfrapfa'  U  can:  by  no  means  aflent^  «inr.    *  And-  one  wfth- 

*.«^ieh'  we  are> content^  and  ^abicb fiew^s  IPiim  aiut' mmBxien joh  a  Jhw^ 

*  tmdUJIing  bapsi*    The  peribn  whoie.  words- thefe  are,  and  moftof  the* 

L     ^  •        •    friends  of  Great  Britain  in  Ireland,  may  be  content  with  the  inferior 

rity  he  mention^  or  at  leaft~  prefer  it  to  the  misfortune  of  ibparatldn'; 

bnt>  hc^-  tt  ihonld'.  be  thought  >  that  a  mere  aa  of  the  Irifii;  Parliainent, 

^idi<  may  be  repealed  m  it  was  enaded^.  can  fecure  a  la^iqg.  Ilni|9a- 

1  and  connexion,  'efpecially  with  our  late  es:perience  of  the  alarming: ewr* 

^  tioQS  of  fo  many  enemies  of  Great  Britain,  at  home  and  and  abroad,  to 

h  d^ftroy  that  conn^ion,  is  really  matter  of  furpvlfe.    Is  the  frilh  ad  of  at 

86- 2z  Geo.  Iir.  *■  zfanAmeta^roir  ef^^r^ter  and  more  permanent  forcd= 

and  virtue  tfaaa  a  treaty  of  }Jnioni  talificd  by  both  i^fliflacares».  wouU 

hm 

♦  Mr.  Fffier's  Speech,  p.  24. 

4  IWd.  n,  5;;.  63, 

With 
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'With  regard  to  the  executive  government,  its  fubordi- 

2ition  is  ftill  more  obvious.  The.  King's  folemn  com- 
ands,  to  be  executed  in  Ireland,  are  either  com^uni* 
coted  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant,  when  be  enters  upon  his 
offibe  by  his  commiffion  and  general  inftrudions  under  the 
feals  of  Great  Britain^  or  by  King's  letters,  tranfraitted 
ftom  time  to  time,  and  counterfigned  by  one  of  the  Secre- 
taries of  State,  or,  in  revenue  matters,  by  the  Lord 
Treafurcr  or  three  of  the  Lords  of  the  Treafury.  This 
courfe  orbufinefs,  if  I  rccoUefl:  rightly,  is  reported  to  have 
been  flated  nearly  as  I  hare  taken  the  liberty  of  doing,  by 
ft  diftinguiihed  Peer  of  both  kingdoms,  in  the  Iri(h  Houfe 
of  Lords^  about  a  year-ago^. 

What  is  the  Aconfequence  of  all  this  ?  Ireland  is  ftill  jea- 
lous  of  her  independency.  We  are  told  by  many,  that  fhe 
conquered  that  independency,  and  will  maintain  it  by  the 
fword:  fee  therefore  revolts  at  the  praSical  exercife  of 
powers  conftitutionally  vefted  in  the  Parliament  and  Mini- 
fters  of  this  country.  The  government  here,  partly  from 
the  fear  of  renewing  former  or  exciting  new  animoiities,  ^ 
partly  from  other  caufes,  are  fuppofed  in  general  ci^fes  to 
leave  matters  to  the  Irilh  Parliament,  and  the  Minifters 
of  that  country.  From  time  to  time,  however,  points  will 
occur  where  there  may  appear  ftrong  and  cogent  reafons 
for  their  exercifing  their  own  judgment  and  difci'etion, 
and  this  perhaps  in  a  manner  contrary  to  the  fentiments 
prevailing  with  the  fervants  of  the  Crown  in  Ireland.  Jn 
fuch  cafes  the  difficulty  may  often  be  furmounted  by  the 
prudence  of  confidential  intercourfe,  and  the  adoption  of 
fome  middle  way,   fuggefted  by  good  temper  and  good 

*  The  Earl  of  Moira.    Report  of  the  Debate  on  his  hcxdOdpH  mo* 
tion,  19th  February  179?,  p.  46. 

fenfe 
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fenle  on  the  oiie  fide  and  the  others  fi>  as  not  to  alann  the 
dignity  of  Irelaiid,  or  commit  the  imperii  authority  reiU 
dent  here.  But  more  Ithan  once,  even  fince  I  have  had 
my  iittention  di]fe£led  to  Irifli  afiatrs^  fituations  have  arifen 
in  which  the  £nglifli  Miniftry  have  thought  it  their  duty 
(whether  they  were  right  or  wrong  on  thbfe  particular 
occaftons,  is  not  now  the  point)  to  exercife,  without  fuch 
a  temperature,  an  immediate  controuling  authority  in  Ire* 
land.  Now,  Sir,  whenever  this  has  happened  they  have 
incurred  mpre  than  the  hazard  of  roufing  the  jealoufy,  and 
affronting  the  high  fpirit  of  feme  ofthofe  peribqs  in  that 
kingdom  who  had  been  accuftdmed  to  a  leading  fliare  in 
the  meafures  of  her  government,  and  may  think  they  are 
confcious  to  themfelves  of  a  tuperibr  knowledge  of  her 
affairs. 

Here  then  IS  a  dilemma  ii^ich '  has  al^ready  ocdafioned 
many  difEcuIties,  and  which,  unlets  fome  itmedy  can:be 
applied)  and  fome  alteration  take  place,  will,  I  fear,  in 
future,  be  the  fource  of  growing  embarrafTment  to  both 
governments,  and  much  ill  blood  between  the  tw<^  coun« 
tries  ;  nor  can  I  fee  the  poffibility  of  any  alteration  wlach 
can  have  the  eiFe£l  of  a  remedy  whilft  the  prafent  fyftem 
remains.  His  Majefty,  in  order  to  exercife  his  legiflative 
and  executive  functions,  mtjft  either  go  to  Ireland ;  or  he 
I  mufl  exercife  them  through  the  medium  of  fervants,  re- 

I  Iponfible  and  impeachable  here;  or  Ireland,  by  its  repre* 

fentatives,  mufl  come  to  England.  The  firft  of  thef^ 
plans  would  only  remove  the  difficulty  as  to  Ireland  by 
throwing  it  upon  Great  Britain;  and  befides,  the  refidence 
of  the  King  of  the  Britiib  dominions  any  where  but  in 
Great  Britain  will  hardly  be  propofed.  The  fecoqd  we 
have  (hewn  to  be  incompatible  with  the  real  independency 
of  Irifh  legiflative  and  executive  government*  The  third, 

therefore, 


Atre/hxcy  ofiljr  rentaias;  u  e.  fuch  ziepAt&n  dntwti  wA 
ificorporitioo,  as  that  the  Irifli  nation  0»ali  be4-epr<feiifeal 
in  ithis  country  hy  an  Sidbqmte  naasber  of  Lwds  mi 
CboBnoners,  retumed  to  ferve  at  WeftmifEfter  in  a  ooto* 
sion  or  united  Padiament.  Thfcn,  ifideed,  it  v4U  ht  nd 
loinger  true  4}f  Ireland,  that  !(be  <  muft  ^amtlt  foMoW  &i>eat 
f  >BHtam  with  iubtniffioit  and  ifolrfervieney  r '^ea  fte  iii4U 
ht  no  lofi§er  g^nt:  ^ua  ftmta  jac^t^  4M^  iihertatis  j  the 
ccmntry  and  its  iegtllatton  will  Aeni  by  their  identification 
with  this,  ht  truly  tndefMSKlent.  They  never  can  be  lb 
tyAtrwife,  unlef^  kdand  wili  feparale  herfelf  from  Great 
Britain^  and  can  tmft  to  her  own  ftrength  and  means  in 
reiiifting,  or  to  the  liberality  of  our  enemies  ihttot  attempt^ 
ing  to  iqipofe  upon  her  the  yoke  of  a  government  ttSIf 
foreign. 

Having  laid  fo  much  on  <the  topics  of  g^eral  policy,  in 
refped:  to  legislation  and  executive  government,  I  will  oow^ 
with  the  leave  <tf  the  Hoi^e,  examine  this  queftion  of  tlnioiu 
as  It  may  alFe^  the  interefts  of  Ireland  in  her  t^ade,  iiia-» 
nufa3ures,  and  agriculture ;  interefts  which,  iMhen  rightly 
underftood,  mutually  ^ifift  each  otfcer,  and  ^hich  irtay  be 
confideted  together,  being  liable  in  inoft  inftanees  to  be 
kbprbvcd  or  injured  by  the  ferticfeaufes. 

The  advocates  againft  a  Union  have  iifed  much  fubdety, 
though,  in  general,  Uttle  method  or  order,  in  arguing  this 
part  of  thefubjeA.  As  far  as  I  iAve  been  able  to  arrange 
what  they  have  faid,  they  feem  to  contend  that  Ireland 
is  iiow  in  a  mcA  flouriihing  fituation,  and  in  a  ftate  of 
Iprogreffive  improvement ;  that  fhe  owes  tbis>  in  the  firft 
{>Iace9  to  a  compad  under  which  her  linen  trade  has  beeti 
eiikivated  with  tbe  moft  happy  fuccefs ;  and  in  the  next, 
<]>  that  more  folemn  compact  with  Great  Britain,  <  th^ 
'  *  'glorious 


^ 
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*  gbrious  coQftitutionof.i782>7  which  enabled  her  to  le« 
giflat,e  for  hcrfelfj  aod  fe<;ure^  proted^  *and  cheriih  by  her 
own  vigilant:  attentioo «to  the  great  obj^&9  of  her  profpe-.. 
rity^  that  trade^   and,  i^U  the  other  brfuaches  of  her  c(mi« 
meme^  her  manufa£i;ttrje8,,,aad  her  agriculture, 

Thefc  compakAs  ihey  treat  as  binding  and  complete. 
They  caonot  be  departed  from,  and  nothing  farther  ia . 
wanting  to-  the  growing  profpcrity  and  fafety  of  Ireland. 
But  a  Union  would  annul  them,  would  fiiake  or  deftroy 
every  feturity  whicb\  they  have  eftablifl^ed^  and  would 
fubftitute  in  their  place^  the  capricious,  felfiCb,  anddefpo- 
tic  will  of  an  unjuft,  narrow-minded^  and  rapacioUi  rival. 
Tfaefe,  perhaps,  are  not  the  words,  but  I  think. they  ex« 
prefs,  and  do  not  exaggerate  the  meaning  of  what  has 
been  frequently  and  very  recently  iniifted^  upon. 

Let  us  therefore  a  little  inquire,  but,  as  far  as  we  can, 
with  moderation  and  temper,  the  beft  companions  of  rea- 
fon.and  juftice,  how  thefe  different  allegations  (land  in 
point  of  fad.  And  firft,  as  to  the  fuppofed  coQipaft 
concerning  the  linen  trade. 

It  is  admitted  that.  Great  Britain  is  the  great  cuftomer 
of  Ireland  for  that  her  ftaple  commodity ";  that  wereceiv,e 
it  for  our  home  confumption  free  of  all  duty;  and  encou^ 
rage  its  re-exportation  from  hence  to  foreign  parts  by  the 
fame  bounties  which  we  beftow  on  our.  own  maitufafiure. 
This,  I  fay,  is  admitted;  but,—- befides  endeavouring  to 
extenuate  the  merit  which  it  is  feared  this  ccmntry  might 
lay-claim  to  for  the  liberality  of  fuch  cotkduStp  by  the 
hackneyed  anfwer,  thatihe,  like  other  ftates  and  nations. 
under  like  circnmftances,  is  governed  in  her  tr^mfadions 
with  Ireland,  merely  by  theimpreffionof  her  own  benefit 
.    H  '  and 
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ah<I  adv^ntage-^t  )s  ftated,  «  That  this  encouragement 
to  the  Irifh  linen  tvade  is  tlie  effbd  of  a  fpecial  contrail, 
by  which,  for  a  vahiable  coafiderati'oni  England  became 
bound  to  grant  and  maintahi  it.  The  iraloaUe  confider-- 
ation  was,  the  rethiqalfhment  b]r  frdand  of  her  wooUen 
export  trade^  in  which  fhe  had  or  might  haVe  becbme  a 
dangerous  rival,  England  had  grown  jealous  of  this 
rivalrty ;  her  manufaAurers  and  her  ParKament  had  lirged 
King  William  to  check  it ;  he  had  coofented,  and  had 
CTLprttttd  that  confent  in  terms  juftly  oflenfive  to  Ireland  ; 
a  negotiation  enfued ;  and  a£ts  of  each  of  the  two  Par* 
liaments  pitBbi,  by  which  Ireland  engaged  to  withdraw 
from  alt  competition:  as  to  woollen  goodsj' on  the  condi- 
tion, that  Englatid  would  give  that  preference  and  affiftr 
'ance,  which  fhedoesi  tothelinenmanufaftoryof  Ireland; 
in  confequence  of  this  treaty,  the  woollen  fabrics,  of 
which  (he  at  that  time  exported  to  the  amount  of  i  io,opo/« 
a  yearj  ^ere  abandoned ;  they  cannot  be  rcfumeda;  and 
therefore  Great  Britain  cannot  recall  or  cancel  thiat  obli- 
gation by  which  die  engaged  herfelf  to  promote,,  in  the 
mantier  alleged,  the  linen  trade  of  that  country.'  .Such 
is  in  fubftance  the  ftatement  made. 

'  It  is  extraotdinary,  but  true>^  that  fince  thcfe  debates 
began,  many  perfons,  not  ill  informed  in  matters  of  this 
Ibrt,  and  anxious  to  obtain  correft  information  on  the 
point  now  in  queftion,  have  avowed  their  ignorance,  and 
unfuccefsful  cndeavoiirs  to  obtam  the  knowledge  of  the 
documents  and  afts  in  which  this  fuppofcd  compaft  is 
contained,  of  its  date>  particular  claufes  and  proviflons, 
and  of  the  fonftions,  whether  of  a  ftatutablc  oi^  diplo-^ 
ttiatic  nature,  by  which  it  was  guarded.    But  what  I  have 

*  <2«.  Why? 

to 


( 


I 

i'   ^ 


to  9d4^  is  ftlU  mote  e3Ur;u>rdioat79  find  jc^ lullj  triM^ 
namely^  tbat«  fuifh  is  it  wis,  it  oq  longer  eii&5>  but  w;gi^ 
done  awajj  and  ^totally  and  entirely  repealed  ftnd  made 
void,  miany  ye^  V^^^at  the  ioftapce  of  IreJ^d  Jvejrfelff 
and  tlut  the  advantages  whkh  Gtneat  Britain,  ftill  ^onfer^ 
vn  the  linen  trade  of  Ireland)  arc^  on  her  parV  ^t  ^l^p 
prefent  hour>  merely  voluntary,  whatever  may  be  th^ 
motives  of  genero^ty,  policy,  or  felfrintcreft,  which  in^  ^ 
duce  her  to  continue  them. 

For  my  own  part,  I  confefi  that  I  know  of  no  fatli^ 
^£idory  evidence  of  agreements  pr  compacts  betwecii 
nations,  except  what  are  to  be  found  in  their  diplomatic 
or  legiflative  records*  Between  nations  totally  diftinA^ 
they  muft,  to  have  fiibftanUal  validity,  he  cxpr^fled  ii|i 
t^e  ftipulations  of  mutual  and  folemn  treaties,  dnl/  es^f 
ecuted;  between  countries  conne£led  as  Ireland  and 
England  were,  and  as  Irdand  and  Great  Britain  are,  by 
a£b  of  theur  relpeftive  Legiflatures,  potffkd  with  relation 
ejqprefs  or  implied  each  to  the  other,  fo  as  that  the  a6^ 
on  the  one  fide  fliall  he  the  condition  and  confideration  of 
that  oa  the  other  lide.  I  have  accordingly  endeavoured 
to  trace  the  hiftory  of  the  bufioefs  I  am  now  difcui&ng, 
in  thofe  fure,  and  only  fure^  repofitories  of  the  national  * 
traoiaAioos  of  both  countries  with  each  other-p^thelr  re^ 
fpe£live  ftatute-books  j— and  the  corredt  refult  appears  to 
me  to  be  as  follows: 

Reftridive  taxes  had  been  laid  long  ago  back  as  the  pe- 
riod  of,  the  Edwards,  on  the  importation  of  woollen  goods 
into  this  kingdom^  whether  fropa  Ireland  or  any  other 
country  beyond  fcas.  But  not  to  go  back  to  any  earlipr 
period  than  the  Reftoration,  by  the  aA  of  iz  Ca;r.  lU 
c.  4.  f.  I.    is.  6d,  per  yard  were  impofed  on  bH  w»oUes 

H  z  cloths^ 
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clothSi  and  u.  ^tL  on  woollen  ftufiB*,  imported  into  Eng* 
land.  Thefb  laft-mentioned  duties  have  never  been  re- 
peated. They  have  indeed  been  increafed  to  i/.  17/.  5A 
per  fiad  on  cloth,  and  5/.  6J-  on  ftiiffi,  by  the  operation 
of  new  and  general  fublldies,  afPe£ting  thecn  In  comoion 
with  all  other  articles  of  importation.  But  the  duty  of 
8/.  6d»  per  yard  alone  amounted,  and  would  of  itfelf  ftill 
amount,  to  an  entire  prohibition ;  for  neither  Ireland  nor 
any  country  on  earth  could  come  in  competition  with  this 
in  her  home  market,  if  burdened  with  that  duty.  Thus 
ftood  the  law  at  the  period  when  the  fbppoftd  bargain 
took  place.  The  Houfe  will  fee  that  England  did  not 
then  want  the  concurrence  of  Ireland,  nor  had  any  occa« 
fion  to  purchafe  that  concurrence  tiy  any  conceiSon  on 
her  part,  in  order  to  ei^clude  IriQi  woollens  from  her  own 
home  market* 

But  it  ftems  the  EngUfh  Legiflature  and  Government 
of  that  time  thought  it  good  policy  to  lifl^n  to  the  repre- 
fentations,  made  by  the  Englifli  manufaAurers,  of  the 
danger  their  ftaple  trade  wa»  expofed  to  from  the  compCi^ 
tition  of  the  Irifh  in  foreign  countries.  The  Irifli  Par- 
liament,, on  the  other  hand,  feem  to  have  been  fatisfied,, 
that  it  was  upon  the  whole  for  the  intereft  of  their  coun- 
try, to  obtain  the  favour  and  protection  of  England  to  her 
linen  manufadlures,  which  had  l^en  even  then  carried  to 
a  coniiderable  height,  by  an  amicable  imderftanding,  and 
.  the  relinquiihment  of  tha^t  Hpftite  competition  im  the  wool- 
len bufinefs  abrpad,  which  had|  occafigned  fq  n\uch  il^ 
humour  on  this  fid^  of  the  wa.ter. 

•  Note.— The  duty  was  ii</,  in  the  pound,  or  $  per  cent,  on  the  value, 
U  valued  in  the  book  of  rates;  »nd  cloths  were  rated  fo  high  as  8/.  lorj 
per  yar4,  .fluffs  9X  li  5*.  / 

Accordingly 
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Accorditigl^  they  pafled  a  law^  in  the  loth  year  o£ 
Willisim  IIL^y  impofifig  an  ad  valonm  duty  t>f  4/.  ip  the 
lk>imd  on  all  broad  cloth,  and  a/,  in  the  pound  on  fergcs, 
baize,  &:c.  exported  from  Ireland  to  any  part  of  the  world. 
This  amounted  in  effcA  to  a  prohibhion;  but  no  aft  .was 
jpafied  in  England  on  the  occafion,  to  check  or  prohibit 
the  exportation  of  Englifh  linens.  Will  it  be  faid,  Ireland 
had  reafon  to  expeA  fuch  a  law  to  pafa?  where  is  the  evi- 
dence  of  this  ? 

The  Englifli  Houfer  of  Lords,  in  ati  addrefs  to  the 
Throne,  had  indeed  prefTed  the  King  to  declare,  <  that 

<  if  the  woollen  trade  were  relinquiihed  in  Ireland,  and 
'  the^fqbjefts  there  fhould  turn  their  induftry  and  ikill  to 
«  the  fettling  and  improving  the  linen  manufajflure,  for 
«  which  generally  the  lands  of  that  kingdom  were  vf^rj 
«  proper,   they  fhould  receive  all  favour,   countenance, 

<  and  proteftbn  from  his  royal  influence  for  the  encou- 
«  ragemcnt  and  promoting  of  the  faid  linen  .manufa£lur^» 

*  to  all  the  advantage  and  profit  that  kingdom  ^ould  be 

*  capable  of  </ 

The  EngUfli  O)mmons,  in  like  manner,  had  implored 
the  King  to  *  make  it  his  royal  care  to  difcourage  the 

*  woollen,  and  encourage  the  linetl  maniifafture  in  Ire- 

<  land,  to  which  they  faid  they  fhould  always  be  rbady  to 

*  give  their  utmoft  afliftance*^.* 

And  the  King,  Iq  anfwer^to  this  addi^fs  of  the  Com* 

*  Irilh  Statutes,  10  Will  III.  c.  j, 

«  Jouraali  of  the  Houfe  of  Lgrds,  voj.  3pvi.  ?•  314.  ■  9th  June  1698. 

'  Journals  of  the  Houfe  0^  Commons,  vol.  xiu  p.  337.    30th  June 

mons. 
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inoast  hid  fM^  *  I  trill  do  aU  thftt  ih  me  ties  to  diAr^mnge 
«  the  woonen  matiulai&«tre  in  Ireland^  «Ad  eACOunigttlid 
^  linoi  manufftdtirs  there^' 

It  was  after  this  that  the  IrUh  aa  I  have  juft  nfentioiied 
pafled« 

The  Englifli  laws  at  that  timis  as  to  Irifli  linen  ftood 
thus:  by  the  7th  and  8th  William  til.  c.  39.  Iriih  linen 
was  made 'importable  into  England  duty  free ;  but  a  new 
fubfidy  of  5  per  cent,  on  all  goods  imported,  having  been 
granted  in  the  year  after  (8th  and  9th  William  III.  c«  24.) 
to  continue  till  the  ift  of  February  1699,  without  any 
exception  as  to  Iriih  linens  that  article  became  liable  to 
this  new  duty;  and  from  the  ftate  of  the  war  in  i6^S>  it 
was  probable  that  this  fubfidy  would  be  renewed,  as  It 
accordingly  was  from  time  to  time,  and  continued  for  the 
life  of  Queen  Ahne ;  it  may  therefore  be  eonjefturcd  that 
the  great  wi(h  of  Ireland  as  to  her  linen  trade  then  was.' 
a  t^Aoration  to  the  exemption  granted  by  the  firft-met^- 
tioned  zSk,  fo  as  again  to  opeif  a  free  market  for  her  linens 
in  England*  ^ 

That  was  not  obtained  during  the  remainder  of  Wil-* 
liam's  reign;  but  early  in  the  next,  by  i  Ann,  ft.  2.  c.  8L 
the  importation  of  Irifb  linen  into  this  country  duty  free 
was  reftored^  and  that  has  continued  to  be  the  law  ever 
fince. 

Is  it  not  therefore  probable  that  Ireland  was  fatisfied 
with  this  freedom  of  importing  her  linen  goods,  exempt 
from  duty,  into  Great  Britain?  At  leaft  the  cafe  certaior 
ly  ftaods  fo  on  the  face  of  the  A&s  of  Parliament-,  and 

*  Journals  of  the  Houfc  of  Commons,  toI  xii.  p.  339-  «d  J^Y  1^98. 

befides 
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teGdes  wheit  I  hrrt  already  mentioned  ta  fhevr  that  thvf 
areth€  only  fure  evidence  on  fuch  a  fubgef):^  have  wc  not 
foffictent  rea£>ny  from  the  ahnoft  isextricable  difeoffion^ 
whtdti  the  hiftory.of  wh^t  pafied  in  both  countries  io' 
1782  has  givei^  rile  to^^  to  avoid  . recurring  fof  iupplex 
j  xncptary  proof  of  I  know  not  whsit  implied  equitable  or 

underftood   conditions  and   ftipulations,     to  anecdotes^ 
harangues,   or  even  entries  which  may  be  found  on  the 
Journals  of  either  kingdojw,   but  which  gave  rife  to  no 
^  legiflative  proceeding  ? 

The  irilh  aft,  which  was  only  temporally,  expired  in 
1702,  acid  was  not  renewed  ;  but  »  very  ftrong^  and'  cer^ 
tainly  harfh  aft,  and  not  temporary,  was  paffed  in  Eng- 
land (loth  and  ifith  Will.  III.  c.  10.)  totally  prohibiting 
the  exportation  of  IrfQi  woollens  to  any  foreign  countryi 
.  The  power  of  the  English  Parliament  to  make  fuch  a  law 
was  at  that  time  ftrentjroufly  infifted  upon  in  thi^  cOrm* 
tjjr,  and,  if  not  acknowledged,  at  kaft  acquiefced  nnder 
in  Ireland ;  fo  that  this  laft-»mentioned  ftatute  did  in  tSe€t 
pr^ent  the  i&tfQvt  to  all  foreign  partSj^  of  Iri£h  woollen 
Woths.  . 


I 


Wha<i  this  continued  to  be  the  cafe,  it  might  havei 
l)^cn,unjuft,.  and  a  breach  of  faith  in  England  or  Great 
Britain^  to  inipofe  aqy  d^ty,  which  might  have  cramped 
or- injured  the  e;KpQrtatiori  of  Irifli  .linens,  either  to  this 
or.to  foreign  countries,  j  but  that  has  been  fo  far  from  being 
done,;  even  to  this  day,  thai:,  on  the  contrary,  befidcsthe 
continuation  of  the  free  import,  various  Britifh  afts  have 
^en  the  fame  , bounties  to  Iriihas  to  jBritifh  linens  ex- 
ported ftom  hence^  and  by  the  impofitioaof  a  heavy  tax  on 

*  The  grc«nd  taken  by  the  opponent  of  a  Ubiotr,  has  rendc««d  flkolb 
difcu^^s,  ii^  regard  to  the  traniaC^icns  of  Uiat.{}eriod»  unavoidable. ' 

^  foreign 
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foreign  linens  brought  into  Great  Britain^  flie  gives  in 
that  refpeft  alfo  an  equal  premium  to  the  Irifli  as  to  her. 
own  inanufa6faire.  The  bounty  paid  from  the  revenue  of 
Great  Britain  on  Irifh  linens  exported  has  been  computed 
to  be^  upon  an  averagei  upws^ds  of  34,006/* 

But  does  the  condition  on  the  part  of  Ireland  (till 
continue?  Is  her  part  of  the  fuppofed  compad  fiill 
in  force ;  and  did  fhe,  when  Great  Britain  renounced, 
the  claim  to  bind  her  by  her  ftatutes^  renew  by  any  law 
of  her  own,  the  prohibition  of  the  exportation  of  her 
woollens  ?  Quite  the  contrary.  Before  the  boafte^  asra 
of  her  independency,  in  the  year  1779  ^nd  J78O1  fhe 
had  wifely,  J}oldly,  and  fuccefsfully  addrefled  to  the 
Britiih  Government  and  Parliament  her  complaint,  that . 
this  ceftriAion  was  injurious  to  the  induftry  and  prplpe- 
rity  of  her  people ;  and  by  the  Britiih  aA  of  ao  George 
III.  c*  6.  the  ftatute  of  William  III.  was  repealed)  and  a 
free  .exportation  of  her  woollens  allowed  from  Ireland  to 
all  foreign  places. 

It  is  the  natural,  obvious,  and  juft  obfervation  of  a 
writer  on  this  fubjeA,  thsA  <  ThisJaw,  of  courfe,   put 

<  an  end  to  the  compaA  between  England  and  Ireland, 

<  re(pe£ting  the  woollen  and  linen  manufadures^'  This 
country  has  indeed  ftill  continued  her  encouragement  to 
the  Irifh  linen  trade,  the  free  entry  into  Great  Britain, 
and  the  bounties  on  exportation  from  thence ;  but  fhe 
has  dane  fo  voluntarily,  and  without  any  tie,  contra^, 
or  other  obl^ation,  but  what  the  general  principles  of 
good  policy  may  Impofe.  One  is  therefore  a  good  deal 
furprifed  to  read  in  the  addrefs  of  a  gentleman  in 
Ireland,  peculiarly  diflinguifhed'  for  his  knowledge  in  fuch 
matters,  to  hb  confUtuents,  the  following  words ; 

^  Continoatl^n  of  Aaderfon*s  Hift.  «f  ComineKei  toI.  xt.  p.  987. 

'If 
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^  Jf  the  linen  manufa&ory  refts  at  all  on  any  compad^ 
^  that  compact  was  made  with  the  Irifli  Parliaqaent;  the  ex- 
*•  tin^on  of  which  takes  away  a  fecur tty  we  have  found  ade- 

*  quate,  and  leaves  it  without  die  protection  of  its  natuniiL 

*  guardians*.* 

According  to  the  faine  addrefs  We  are  to  believe,  it 
ieem$,  that  as  the  compa£t  in  1698  was  and  is  the  fecurity 
for  the  linen  trade  of  Ireland  with  Great'  Britain,  fo  the  more 
folemn  and  important  compad  of  1782,  not  pnly  fupplied 
a  new  guarantee  to  that  fecurity^  by  confirming  to  the  for- 
mer the  birthright  of  a  fde^  and  independent  Parliament^, 
but  al£o,  by  the  fame  means,  roufed  a  ^^rtc;  fpirit  of  exerti- 
on in  the  traders  and  manufadurers  in  general  of  that  king« 
,  ^  ^^  dom,  while  a  legiflatlve  Unioii  would  at  once  deftroy  the 
)  independeifce  of  the  Pdrliameht,  becaufe  it  would  be  no  Ion* 

•-  Mr.  F^tr*s  Addrefit  to  the  Freeholders  of  th^  Coiinty  of  JLouth, 
^  ISth  January  17^.    The  aAual  exiftence  of  foch  »  compact  has  beea< 

nore  ftroogly  and  dlredUy  aflerted  fince..  'Britain  is  bound  in  every. in-* 

'  ftance  to  encoui'age  our  linen  trade  by  compaA^  fo  ftrongly  manifeft  in 
i  *  the  proceedings  of  both  Parliaments,  as  cannot  be  denied.*    Mr.  r?/l$r*$  . 

«  Speech'  p.  83. 
i  -      *  It  appears  to  mc  that  the  word  *fiti  may  bear,  a  fcnfe  materially  dif-J 

i  ^      ferent  as  ofed  in  this  addrefs,  and  as  it  (lands  in  that  of  the  Iri(h  Houfe  of 

'^  Commons  in  1^782,  to  which  this  refers.    The  words  of  this  addrefs  to  the 

elcAors  of  Louth  are :  ^  The  Houfe  of  Commons  ftated  to  his  Majedy  in . 
I  "  •  1782,  that  the  very  eflence  of  our  liberties  exifts  in  the  right  oiz.fiU  Le* 

\  *  gifaiurey  the  Parliament  of  Ireland.*     This  conreys  to  me  tbe  idea  of  a 

Icgiflature  which  folely  has  jurifdiaion  orer  Ireland.    X^e  addrefs  of  178* 
I  fays,  •  Ireland  is  a  diftinft  kingdom  with  a  Parliament  of  her  own,  tbifiU 

I  •  kgiflature  thereof^'    Thii  only  exprefies,  as  1  undcrftand  it,  that  the 

I  Iiifli  Parliament  alone,  without  any  concurrent  right  elfewhere,  was  the 

legiflature  of  Ireland,  without  impl/uig  that  that  Parliament  cannot  be  m- 

£orporated  with  that  of  Great  j^ritain. 

I  ger 
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jifid^^  ^nixcmc^e^t^e/nf,  fitfi^g^d  of  j^o^ocQce tq. vtha^«vef 
^vaAt^gl^  lit  qpigbt  t^pld  oift  si^  a  tje^ipUtion,  tq.  thoff  w^ 
^i  deluded  pferfoo;.  \p{ha  ^ipigH  i&oc^^y,  ^rn^  ?nx  o^ipi- 
on  in  its  &vour. 

Much  has.  been  faid  and  ipuch  writtLcn  on.  the  (ui^cdt 
of  that  tranfei^rpn;  pf  i:7:?2.^    ]^  ajjjcar*  to  m^,  chicflj^ 
of  im^ortapcej^  ^ow,,  in,  a;5^  fw  a?  it  i?i?y  a^r4  evid^snce  of 
what  the  opinions  w^re  whiqiv  cmine^jt  ilatefn^ea.  on  bojth 
fides  of  the  water  theo  ^otcrtainedj^  m^nj.  of  wAotji  m^  Bq 
ftill  anxious  to  have  thofe  opitiion^  xi^ly  utiipx^to^it    QMt« 
if  their  ^refent  fentiments  ^orre^Qit  wM  what  they  for-i 
merl);  thpught;,  this  umformity  will  b^  a  ftroo|;  s^rgppEieQt^ 
in  favour  qf  thofe  ftntUBrients^  a^d^  ia  that  ppjnt  of  vj^Wj,  it 
becomes  ce^rtainly  a  ijuitt5t;of  [fu^>icc.Qnqe«;a4ljrQ>  to  ^fc»i:-. 
tain  what  they  were.  Whatever  they  were,  however,  they 
ar^  npt  biodixi^;  uppst  U^om ;  tBw:k  W^  uf  ob  u$9^  Qr  upoa 
fiil^r  the  tri&  oj?  Briliih  Padtamfintv    Na}^  na  aSk  pf  ei^ 
ther  Parliament  of  that  time,  wodd  be  bimfing  on- thofe  of 
theprcfentday;  arid  therefore  had  eaphLegiffeture  feparatq- 
ly  declared  that  they  meant  the  arrangement,  tjien  njade^. 
to  be  fiich,  a.  final  adj^uftnifsnt  of,  all  relaiipos,  brt weca  the  tsw}  - 
couQtriQS^  asiihat  so  aearer  and  aaoce^  in£iai2di& cednexioiH 
no  kgiftalive  Union  inz  word,  flkould  ever  be  forme*  be- 
tween them,^  that  declaration  wpuld  not  te  obligatory  np;W, 
npr  ftafid^ift  the  wsgr  qf  tjietwp  prefti^t  Legiilvurescnterr 
rng  wppiH  ^d,.  if  for  the  bene&of  botb  natioas^  conclude 
ing  fuch  a  legtflativ&  Uhkm*     I  am  unwilling  togoftr- 
into  the  controverfy  on  the  circumfVances  of  that  bufinefs. 
Others*,  in  ^l  rerj)efts  more  competeiit^  have  difculTe^.it  z$, 
large,  and  it  will  probably  be  ftill  £u:th«r: elucidated. this Jiigbt* 

But 
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15^) 

f  "  ,  * 

Bat  rtl^iiik  t  rftA  p^fft  iMtt  $«h^  WMift  (^^ 
records,,  or  ufual  reports  of  the  proceedings  in  Parliarti^tj 
or  on  the  face,  of  the  thing,  ftiows  that  either  party  meant, 
on  that  ottafimi,  t^  Ihiit  ^i  ih  faCuft  i^\  \%ttmi  df  Untcin, 
^il€  quire  teftlim)^  i  ^k\  ti^  progifblKv%  lA^roVehi^Al  \h 
the  trader  lih&ilti^aAvMs,  sind  gHfttftl  ipmrjpirit^  bf  !tieia$d 
iince,  fete  tiol  te«ii  dWihg  lb  ttat  i^aAaftiiol^ ;  Ihfttkhi^  pHtf. 
perky  iettot  fdtured  by  it$  that  it  i^pttnii  in  a  t^fy  ^imi- 
pal  degree  on  the  policy  and  Wifddffi  df  Gieit  SriUif^  ftHd 
that  the  only  certain  fafeguard  of  its  permanence  wculd  be 
f0iind  in  tfaat>try  mdaTiire^  which  it  ia  pc^titetfed  Would  hive 
^e  toUtrairy  ^^eSL 

Th^re  Wet«  fouf  gtleVdnee«  then  ftsitdl  tsa  the  p&M  !>( 
Irdand :  ohe  and  th6  j^iftcipd  c»f  Whtet)  wll  the  tiaith  tt 
tht  Britifh  Piu-liittnifeht  lb  ft  lsgtflativ6  j^W€f  ovbr  that  kiil|c- 
<loi».    ' 

.  Tfaft  me%6s  flrdi^  lh6  Thfdhi^  td  h^b  PaHianiehtii  mth- 
tiohed  •  the  KXt\%^^  tetiectii  t5  fifid  Htk^  mcmHsnis  add  je^. 
<  ioufies  were  pr^VtiUihg  i»^  Mf//f>  ^fgriAt  ivtighi  aitd  M- 
«  perton^\  ^tii  HtmimtMA  that  the  J&tite  ffibuld  be  t3l- 
«  ken  info c^nfid^ratbn^  ih briter  tb  fueh  ^pal^]^v^m,^ 
^  as  might  givd  mtttual  fatisfaSioh  fo  b6th  kihgdom^^;' 

The  addreflb  of  the  Iri&  H6ttfe§  ff^etified  tRe  fd«i'  ^^^ 
vances,  « as  tte  prim;ii)ai  caufes  of^life  preftht  difcorttertf ' 
«  aiHd  jeaidufjr'  of  tbi^t  dotolry.    The  6nly  diie  of  the  fbu^ 

^  Of  5»htt,  in  Ood*s  lltHf«^   Stirdr,  df  th«Af  Ihatl6n  of  weight  an^ 
iinportan<:t,  on  which  }e&idiifiis  ted  Aiicomeat^  wc^«  tkc^  pre^aiKiif. 
>  9th  April  o82.-«-i6th  April  ^782. 

'  '  12  which 


which  aBritifliad  could  redrds,,was  the  claim  of  legw 
(lation. 

On  the  17th  of  May  a  rcfelution  was  come  to  in  this 
Houfe)  that  the  a£k  aflejting  that  claims  fli&uld  be  repealed, 
and  immediately  afterwards  another,  dedarii^g  it  to  be  <in* 
^  difpenlkble  to  theinterefts  of  both  kingdoms  that  the  con- 
•  <  nexion  between  them  fliould  be  eftablilhed  by  mutual  con^ 
<  (e|it  on  a  foUd  and  permanent  bafis/ 

This  laft  refolution,  and  the  addpeft  by  which  it  was 
.  communicated  to  his  Majefly)  both  confidered  by  thcmfelvea 
and  in  the  connexion  of  this  with  the  other  refolution  which 
preceded)  have  given'rife  to  a  gre^tdeal  of  what  I  muft  take 
the  liberty  to  call  ingenious  cavil  and  chicane.  The  Right 
Honourable  Gentleman  who  moved  the  refblutions,  now 
propofed  to  be  carried  to  the  foot  of  the  Throne,  in  men- 
tioning that  addrefs  of  1782,  had  expreffed  what 'he  had  en- 
deavoured to  prpv:e  to  be  its  true  import  and  meaning,  viz. 
<.  that  his  Majefty  would  xskt  farther  meaiuces  toftrength- 
< .  ^n  the  conne];cipn  between  the  two  countries  ;*  on  which 
it  has^been  remarked,  with  a  hypercritical  nicety,  that  the 
word  ^  farther*  is  not  in  the  addrefs.-r?Neither,  I  believe,  is 
the  word  'ftrengthen;*  But  the  point  is,  whether  the  w/^w* 
ing  was  not,  that  meafures  ulterior  to  thofe  then  propofed 
w.efe  in  the  contemplation  of  the  Houfe  when  it  came  to  die 
refolution  and  voted  the  addrefs— I  (ay  they  clearly  were. 
What  is  the  argument  triumphantly  preflTed  to  ihew  the 
contrary.?  Why,  that  the  refolution  and  addrefs  were  voted 
hrfore  the  hill  for  repealing  the  declaratory  aft  of  George  I. 
and  renouncing  the  claim  to  bind  Ireland^  was  prefented^ 
Surely,  Sir,  this  is  a  ftrange  fallacy. 

•  Mr.  Fofifr^^  Speech,  p.  19, 

The 


^ 


.  The  Mmifter  of  the  day,  when  he  moved  the  two  refo- 
lutionsy  is  ftated  to  have  introduced  them  by  a  fpeecb  men- 
tioning the  four  grievances  of  Ireland,  the  claim  of  legifla* 
UoUy  Poyning's  z&,  the  mutiny  bill,  and  the  appellate  ju^ 
rifilidion.  The  firft,  he  faid,  was  to  be  redrefled  here,  the 
Others  by  a&s  to  which  the  Lord  Lieutenant  was  to  be  tn« 
ftruSed  to  give  the  royal  affcnt  in  Ireland ;  and  afi^r  having 
explai^^ed  this  clearly  and  forcibly,  he  proceeded  toexpref$ 
h^mfelf  to  the  following  effea : 


^  That  Ireland  could  have  no  realbn  to  complain;  the 
i  terms  acceded  to  by  England,  were  propofed  by  herfelf; 
the  manner  of  redrefs  had  been  prefcribed  by  herfelf,  and 
all  her  wilhe»,would  now  be  gratified  in  the  way  which  (he 
herfelf  liked  beft:  but  as  it  was  pof&ble,  that  if  nothing 
mure  was  is  be  donei  than  what  hi  had  Jtattdto  he  bis  in^ 
tention^  Ireland  might  perhaps  think  of  frefti  grievances, 
and  rife  yearly  in  her  demands,  it  was  fit  and  proper  that 
femething  /hould  ie  nou>  done  towards  ejlahliflnng  on  a  firm 
and  folid  hafis  the  future  connexion  of  the  two  kingdoms* 
But  that  was  not  to  be  propofed  by^him  here  in  Parliament; 
it  would  be  the  duty  of  the  Crown  to  look  to  that;  the 
bufinefs  might  be  firft  begun  by  his  Majefty's  fervaats  in 
Ireland ;  and  if  afterwards  it  Ibould  be  neceflary  to  enter 
into  a  treaty,  commiffioners  might  be  fent  from  the  Bri- 
jifli  Parliament,  or  from  the  Crown,  to  enter  -upon  it, 
and  bring  the  negotiation  to  s^  happy  ifTue,  by  giving  mu- 
tual fati^fadion  to  both  countries,  and  eftablif^ing  a  trea- 
ty which  {hould  be  1ahdione4  by  the  mpft  folemn  forms 
of  the  conftitutions  of  boAa.* 


»  Mr.  Fox\  Speech,  i7tli  May  17S2,    P^rlUmen^ry  Re^ftcr,  vol, 
▼ii.  p.  1 7». 
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Is  it  poiBUe,  utter  reading  thi^,  n^itch  there  is  no  teafon 
to  believe  to  be  an  inaccurate  report  ais  to  the  fubftmce  of 
what  the  Right  Honourable  Gentleman  faid^  that  it  Can  b^ 
imagined  or  ferloufly  argued  that  no  ulterior,  no  farther 
meafures  were  then  In  his  contemplation  and  in  that  of  thi^ 
Miniftrjr,  whbfe  organ  he  was,  and  of  which  he  formed  fo 
eminent  a  part  ?  •- 

^  This  difficulty  fccms  indeed  to  have  been  a  little  ftit, 
and  therefore  another  method  is  attempted  of  reconciling  to 
what  rc^Hy  then  pafied,  the  idea  that  all  pblittcal  or  cOnfti- 
tulllonal  arrangements  were  meant  by  the  parties  to  Ai^  bii- 
finefs  of  1781  to  be  finally  cloftd,  fo  as  that  this  toutttry 
could  never,  with  good  faith,  agitate  in  future,  or  propofe 
tolrdand  for  her  confidcration  and  voluntary  Adoption  or 
rejeaion,  any  thing  of  that  fort,    « The  ftft,'  we  are  toM, 

<  fcems  to  be,  that  the  refolation,  in  MptSt  t6  futufr  mea- 

<  fares,  (where  is  the  mighty  difference  betweenyijfwr^  ani 
^farther?)  had  cmmera  Mly  in  view«.*  But,  Sir,  in*al 
does  the  fame  Miniftcr  fey  on  that  point  ?  He  is  ftatfcd 
ID  have  declared  in  this  Houfe,  in  1785,  fThat  »tf  idea  dfd 
*cmmimal  rtgubtionhzi  hten  entertained  by  the  adttiirti- 
^  ftration  of  178I,  in  propofing  the  rcfoltftion  in  queftiOn*.» 

After  the  Duke  of  Porthirtd  communicated  the  tWb  rtfo- 
lutions  of  1782  to  th^  Iri/h  Houfe  of  Commons*,  and  in-' 
formed  them  alfo  of  the  King'Js  difpofition'to  give_his  affeht 
to  bills  to  be  paffed  there  foft  rcdrefBng  the  other  grievances, 

«  Mr.  F9fitr*B  Speech,  p.  21. 

«  Mr,  Fox's  Speech,  aad  July  1785,    Parliamentary  *«^mer,  vol. 
xfiii.  p.  S77. 
•17th  May  1782. 
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they  alTure  his  Majefty,  in  a  new  addrers,  ^Tbatj.  gratifiwl 
in  thofe  particulars,  no  confiitutioruil  quefikn  between  the  twq 

*  nations  will  qny  longer  exifly  which  can  interrupt  their  har- 
«  ipony  V 

In  the  anAyer  to  this,  the  King  toid  them  <  that  khis  de- 

*  daratibn  was  rery  pleaffng  to  him^, 

At  die  ch>fe  of  tbcftffion,  the  Commons  (ay  tothe  Lord 
Lieutenant,  « We  fbelt  have  feen  ,this  great  nadonal  ar- 

*  rangement  (the  fole  and  exc!ufive  right  of  tegiflation  in 

<  that  Parliament)  efiabliAted  on  a  bafis  which  fecures  the 

<  tranquillity  of  treltind,  and  unites  the  alFedions  as  welf  as 
'  iiiterefb\of  both  kingdoms:^' 

Laftly,  for  \  think  I  have  now  jquoted  alt  the  paiTages  on  . 
which  the  chief  ftre6  has  been  laid,  his  Grace,  in  his  ^ech 
on  the  prorogation,.'fays,  '  Convince  the  people*  in  your  fe-  ^ 
^  veraFdiftrifts,  as  you  yourfelves  are  convinced,  char  everyi 
^  caoft  of  ^^  jealonfies  and  dticontents  v&  finally  removed  ; 

<  that  both  countries^ltoYe  pledged  their  good  faith  to  each 
^  otiier ;  and  that  thehr  beft  fecority  wiiF  be  an  invrolable 

<  adfaerence^to  that  compact:  convince  them  that  the  two 
^  l^idgdotns  are  now  one,  indifFoliibly  conne3ed  in  unity 

*  of  conftitution  and  unity  of  interefts  */ 

Now,  Mr.  Speaker,  I  mull  confcfs  I  cannot  fee  any 
thing  in  all  this  but  the  eseprefHon  of,  firft,  an  opinion  that 
the  p4/?'caufes  of  difcontcnt  and  jealouiy  were  t\itn  finally 
removed  V  and  what  has  happened  to  prove  thiat  they  were 
not?  Has  the' Parliament  of  Great  Britain  renewed,  her 
claim t& bind; Iceland ?  Has. there notbeen an. annual mudny 

•  »8th  May  i^y82.  *  i3th  June  17S2. 

«  23d  July  I'jSa.  *  27th  July  I7&a. 

aa 


(    64    I 

aft  in  Ireland  ever  flnce  ?  Has  Poyning's  law ;  has  the  ap« 
pellate  jurifclidion  of  this  country  b^en  reftored  ?  Second- 
ly, a  hope,  fomewhat  too  fangaine  perhaps,  that  no  queffi- 
on  on  confticutional  points  would  any  longer  exift  between 
the  two  nations.  This  hope  the  Irlttx  Houfe  of  Commons 
exprefled  in  the  form  of  an  aflertion,  which  it  would  feem. 
bis  Majefty  was  no  fiarther  advifed  to  adopt  than  by  declar- 
ing the  pleafure  it  gave  him  to  find  they  entertained  that  be- 
lief. But  does  it  follow  from  thence,  that  either  Parlia- 
ment meant  to  preclude  themfelves  from  treating  together 
on  any  mcafure  which  the  King  might  recommend,  or' they 
think  beneficial  to  both  countries  ?  By  the  phrafe  '  con* . 
«  ftitutional  queftions  which  might  interrupt  their  harmony,' 
was  clearly  meant,  nlifputes  and  claims  on  the  one  part  or 
the  Qther ;  not  propofals  from  the  one  to  the  other,  or  from 
the  Sovereign  to  both,  which  either  might  approve  or  re^ 
je£i:as  they  faw  fit.  Such  is  the  prefent  propofal,  which  I 
therefore  think  they  never  meant  to  bind  themfelves  not  to 
entertain  ;  which  they  could  not  conclude  us,  their  fucccf- 
fors  in  both  kingdoms,  from  entertaining;  which  in  o^ 
confcience  I  believe  many  of  the  wifeft  and  beft  meQ  in  both 
then  hoped  might,  fome  time  or  other,  be  brought  forward 
withYuccefs;  which  ihe  fecond  refolution  I  have  mention- 
ed, as  come  to  by  this"  Houfe,  and  received  with  fatisfac- 
tion  in  Ireland,  feems  in  fome  degree  to  fuggeft ;  and  which, 
when  I  recoltedi  the  reports  I  have  read  and  heard  of  the 
Minifter's  fpeech  who  moved  thofe  refolutions,  I  can  never 
oeafe  thinking  his  mind  was  full  of  on  the  occafionS  till  I 
ihall  learn  that  he  himfelf  has  declared  the  contrary. 

•  I  do  not  (ay  he  had  it  exprefsly  in  contemplation  then  or  afterwards 
to  propofe  it.  In  his  fpeech  oti  the  ^2d  of  July  1785,  he  is  reported  to 
have  *  fpoken  'of  the  drcumftances  of  a  Union  as  exticffiely  deiiiallte*^ 
FacUamentary  Regifter>  Tol«  xvUi.  p.  344. 

u 
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Is  it  to  be  taken  fdr  gi^nted,  tbat  the  iin{W9e^ 
beyond  example  which  the  tirade,  manuftfttirefc,  ftttd-* 
wealth  of  the  people  of  Ireland  are  faid  to  have  cxperi- 
cntted  during  the  laft  fixteen  or  feventeen  years,  inuft  be 
afcribed  to  the  retiunciatidn  by  this  country  of  the  claim; 
to  iegiflate  for  them  ?  It  feems  very  difficult  to  fee  how' 
a  mere  negative  afl:  of  that  fort  could  poffibly  have  fuch' 
an  eSk&M  Had  the  Britilh  Legiflature,  by  its  ufurped 
.  autbofity  over  that  coiuitryi  for  many  years  previous  to  that 
tin;ie  interfered  with  the  internal  or  external  commerce 
of  Ireland  ?  had  the  Iriih  PaHiament  beenreftrained  from 
regulating  and  encouraging  .that  commerce  (the  export 
woollen  trade  excepted)  ih  the  way  they  m%ht  think 
moft  likely  to  promote  its  increafe  ?  or  did  the. abolition 
of  the  appeal  to  the  Briti(h  Houfe  of  Lords  produce  a  new 
influx  of  Britifli  capital  into  Ireland  ? 

The  great  points  gained  by  Ireland  from  this  country 
as  to  commerce,  have,  I  believe,  hitherto  been  coofidere4 
to  have  been  the  fruit  of  thofe  feveral  a£ts,of  the  BritiOi 
Parliament  in  1779  and  1780^,  of  which  one  has  been 
.  already  obferved  upon,  and  which  firft  opened  •  to  her  a 
general  freedom  of  trade,  not  only  with  the  reft  of  the 
world,  but  with  our  American  and  Weft  India  colonies, 
the  beft  mart  for  her  commodities  as  well  as  ours.  And 
if  the  advantages  then  obtained  have  been  farther  im* 
proved  by  the  permiffion  to  trade  with  thofe  co^nies  in 
ibvery  refped  on  the  fame  footing  as  Great  Britain  does, 
which  was  granted  in  1793^;  was  the  Britifh  a£l  of  that 

>  19  C^eo.  lU;  c  35.    19  Oeo.  Ill,  c.  37,    ao  Geo.  til.  c.  i,  -  »  Oco. 
III.  c.  10.  .  ao  Oc0.  III.  c*  i8« 

f  33  Geo.  III.  c.  63, 

K  year 
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ftut  gMo^.  9ish  pNvtniffiop  ^  cMieqaeoce  of  whftit  lias 

But,  ,^ir,  I ,  thipif.  foipe  heiic  muft  kn{>W|  and  mao^ 
may  Kecplk^t  0  h^y{^  ha^^i  that  Ireland  was  growing 
faft  in  indi^yi  ^merpriTe,  manufrf^QreS)  trade,  and  agri-' 
culture,  long  befoi^e  ,«itber  the  acknowledgment  of  her 
ipdep^ndqripef ;  ort^e  grant  of  .what  was  called  a  fr.ee  trade* 
Indeed  I  M^ve  it  will  t»e  .fqund^  whatever-may  hai^ 
befin  the  x^aufe,,  that  «ll  thp  three  kingdom^i  and  bis  Ma*= 
jelly's  dominions  in  general^  bafe  flourifhed  with  ait  ^r« 
f^/^ra/£^  decree  of  rapidity  in  all  the  branches  of  nationalt " 
exertion,  produdive  of  trade  and  wealth,  for  a  period  of 
about  fifty  years,  to  be  dated  frdm  the  tinie  of  the  general 
pacification^f  Europe  by  thi?  treaty  of  Aix*la^Chapeile. 

With  regard  to  Ireland,  befides  general  memory,  I 
might  appeal  to  the  weighty  teftimony  recorded  by  Mr* 
JirthufTiimgj  6(  the  late  Lord  Chief  Baron /g/^^r,  in 
whofe  ferniiy  ah  enlightened  attention  to  political  economy 
and  the  fimrces  of  national  profperity  feems  to  be  heredir 
-  tary.  'Irt  Mii' Youngs  zccoyxnt  of  ia  vifit  1^  paid  to  that 
Earned  period  during  his  tour  through  Ireland  in  the 
year  1*776,  he'  fe^s  hctgavje  him  a  variety  of  information 
relative  to  the  ftate'of  that  country  uncommonly  valuable^ 
and  among  other  things  mentions  his  having  told  him, 

•  that  Ireland  Was  more  impr6ved  in  the  laft  twenty  years 

•  than  m  i ceiitnry  before;  that  the  great  fpirit  began  in  ^ 

•  1 749  and  1 750  5«  that  thirty  years  before  the  export  of- 

«  linen 

«jr«tt«/i  TowrJn  Ireland,  vot  i.  p.:  %$%,    jtgrUMlturtU  irtiprovemciit 
fcemr  to  have  been  a  very  principal  objeQ  df  Lord  Chief  Baron  Fofier§ 
attention  and  pra^ice,  and  the  convei£|1Lions  mentioned  by  Mr.  )^#£ 
related  in  a  great  degree  to  that  ob)e^ ;  it  has  been  lately  Hated,  how- 
ever, 
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*  lioea ,  and  yam  wa^  4>fily.  al^ut.  jOQioapA  bu(  that  itn 
<  was  then  from  i,aodj^ooi  to  i,500,opc/.'«7-ihatJ?^  it 
had  been  nearly  trebled  la  that  time.  ,  By  the  fame  pro- 
portion an^  P^'O&J^  4^,  !99Jy.  t^c  f?"^.  omCes  which  then 
exiftedi  >^  had  produced,  the  gi^^at  ipirif:  oieipitioQed  by  , 
](49rd  Chief  BarQi^  J^ofifiTy  had  ^ontiaue^  to  operate,  ,thi$ 
export  would,  in  ^xor.^y^  year^  hence,., ap^punt  tofW; 
millions  askd  a-half*  .  Npw>.iSirjr  witli  a^^  tb$  fiyipoled  alV 
fiftanceit  has  denv^difrom  thetrania^npf  i^iSh  whcQ; 
z  fair  .Recount  is;  takon,.  it  wi}l  not  he  b^nji.  ta  haj^e  jgon^^ 
on  increafiog,  io.  that-rsttio.  The  annual  r0ifffl^  ij^alue  of 
WCh  exports  of  every  Tort  to  ^U  p^ts  of  the»rorld>  of 
which  proviiions  nis^de  probably  more  than  oii^.third^^  is 
ftated  from  the  official  accpnnts  of  that  coui^y^  on  ai^ 
average  of  Khe  three  years  ending  on  t^e  25th  of  March 
1798,  to  have  been  in  Irifih  mpn^y  only  4)64^)7^9/.^  K 
own  therefore  I  think  it  much  niore  reafonable  that  we 
ihould  afcribe  the  growing  improvement  of  Ireland  in  the 
chief  article  of  her,  manu&fixire  to  the  fpirit  which  b^gaii 
]n  1750,  and  ^appears  to  have  cbntintied  in  full  forcei 
during  the  interval  between:  that  time  and  th€  date  of  Mn 
JTouttg's  tour,  than  either  to  a  new  fpirit  faid  to  have  been 
roufed  by  the  aisrangement  df  r  i  ygai  an  arrangement  which 

ever, «  that  thfe  tUh  of  a^ricMftttrt  b*gan  in  Irektii  with  th«  coflftitutv 
'    pn  of  178^,^-r'Mr,  fofier'^  Spefcch,  p.  IPS% 

*  ^ToKflgr'sTour,  vol.  i,  p*^l5»«  .. 

<  By  Mr.  Jrving's  Tables,  put  of  $1612,689/.  the  «rw  annual  valuo 
'  of  all  the  exports  froida  Ireland  to  Gr€at  Britain  on  th^  Average  of  th<^    , 
:  lame  three  y^ars,  provifions,  cxclufivfc  of  cor6  ind  live  cattle,  amtfuut* 
«dto  1,954,1  i^3/.^Accounts  Jaid^  J>efore  the  'Houfe-ff  {'<»r4$i  No.  4, 

%6.         ^  ...  :  -,  ••      ' 

•  Vi4e  Appendix  to  Lord  ^i^fiiaW's  Speech,  No,  5. 
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(Kfficult  U(k  for  any  body  j(o  undertake  to  contend,  «  Aat 
^  thofe  linens  would  (to  amy  confiderable  extent)  find  their 
<  way^here  even  though  there,  were  no. duty  ont^efo* 

*  reign**?' 

'  It  is  indeed  ilated,  and  I  have  no  doubt  corredly,  tBat 
IriQi  Tinens  have  rifen  of  late  not  lefs  than  35  per  cent 
above  their  ufual  value*.  Sir,  I  have  endeavoured  to  in- 
form  myfelf  of  the  caufes  of  this  extraordinary  rife,  and  I 
believe  it  will  be  found  to  be  owning  partly  to  the  reduced 
quantity  manufactured  on  the  continent,  and  at  the  fame 
time  an  increafed  demand  in  confequence  of  the  war,  and 
partly  to  unwife  and  unprofitable  fpeculations  occafioned  by 
that  circumftance.  It  feems  the  demand  for  fhirting  for 
the  different  armies  of  Europe  has  been  immenfe,  and  con- 
fiderable quantities  of  Irijfh  linens  have  alfo  been  lately  fent, 
directly  or  cifcuitouily,  to  Spain^^piid  Portugal,  and  likewiii; 
to  feme  of  our  Wtft  India  ifland^^,  to  be  exported  from 
thence  to  Sooth  America,  as  a  fubftitute  for  thofe  of  Ger* 
man  manufaSure  which  ufed  to  be  fent  there,  but  which 
are  now  become  too  fcarce  to.  be  fufficient  for  the  fupply  of 
that  market*  In  confirmation  of  this,  it  appears,  on  in« 
fpeSing  the  Britifli  accounts  of  imports  and  exports,  that 
during  the  two  years  preceding-  the  prefent,  the  import  of 
linen  froinjreland  into  this  country  dimini(hed  confidera- 
bly,  while  the  re-eXportation  increafed.  In  1797,  the  Irifh 
linen  imported  amounted  to  39,868,000  yards,  and  the  rc;. 
exportation  was  but  3,889,830;  laft  year  the  importa- 
tion was  only  35,338,000  yards,  vid  the  re-exportation 
6,590,456.  From  the  fame  fources  of  information,  which 
I  believe  I  may  ftate  to  be  as  authentic,  both  mercantile 

d  Mr.  Ftflers  Speech,  p.  89.  •  Ibid. 

*  In  confequence  of  perraiffions  granted  by  the  government  of  this 
country  aM>ut  a  year  and  a  half  ago  to  oj>en  a  commercial  communication 
between  fome  of  thofe  iilands  and  the  Spanifli  continent, 

and 
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and  ofliicial,  as  can  be  ob'tained,  I  learn  that  foreign  linens, 
particularly  thofe  which  are  iifed  for  the  fame  purpofes  with 
the  Jrift,  Have  rifen  in  their  price  nearly  in  the  fame  pro- 
portion with  them]  if  they  .have  not  rifen  qul^e  fo  much, 
this  is  afcribed  to  the  unthrifty  and  Hazardqus  fpecuUtions 
I  have  mentioned. 

But  let  us  take  it  the  other  way,  and  fuppofe  the  25  per 
cent,  duty  to  be  extended  to  the  Irifli  linen.  Will  it  be 
faid,  that  fuch  a  burden  on  the  trade  to  this  country  in  that 
article,  would  not  put  a  flop  to  it  ?'  Will  it  be  fo  faltl, 
by  thofe  who  have  very  juflly  remarked,  that  a.fmaller 
charge  of  20  per  cent,  on  its  general  export,  entirely  »  put 
«>down  the  woollen  trade  of  Ireland*^?*  If  it  would  not 
put  a  ftop  to  if,  Ireland  is  certainly  obliged  to  Great  Bri- 
tain for  her  generofity  oygther  profufion,  in  remitting  to 
her  an  annual  duty  it  fetiM  (he  could  afford  to- pay  of  from 
half  a  million  to  a  milling  fterling. 

In  an  account  produced  to  the  Houfeof  I^ords  by  that 
very  able  and  accurate  officer  the  Infj^eftpr  General,  the 
true  value  of  all  the  prpdufts  and  manufaaures  of  Ireland 
imported  into  this  country,  on  the  average  of  the  three 
years  preceding  the  5th  of  January  laft,  i&ftated  at  about 
five  millions  and, a ^halfM,  while  rtbat  of  the  exports  of  the 
fame  fort,  from  hence,  to  Ireland,  amounted  to  iittie  above 
two«;  tW>xcefs  being,  nw  three  millions;  amj  a. half ^. 
On  th^grofs  view,  therefore,  of  this  fort  of  debtor  .and 
crcditpr  account^,  Ireland  appears  to.  be  a, gainer  to  that 
amount,  in  ^onfequence  of  the  prcfcpt.  commercial  code, 

•  Mr.  Pojir^s  Speech,  p.  83. 

-  Accounts  lata  before  the  ttoufc  of  Lords,  No,  15. 


^  2.087,672/.  f  ^ 
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not  of  that,  but  of  this  country.  There  are,  I  bdieve,  con- 
fiderable  differences  between  the  Iri(h  and  Englifli  official 
details  on  thefe  fubje£^s,  and  any  minutely  €xa&  computa- 
tion of  the.^^rue  value  cannot  be  expeded.  But  it  will  alfo 
be  admitted',  that  there  is  great  reliance  to  be  bad  on  the 
accounts  which  come  from  Mr*  Irving^s  office;  and  it  is 
well  known  that  he  has  taken  much  pains  of  late  to  get  at 
the  adual  value  of  all  the'  exports  .and  imports  of  Great' 
Britain.  I  am  therefore  inclined  to  think  that  the  alcove 
may  be  taken,  for  the  purpofes  of  the  prefent  argument, 
as  Efficiently  correft. 

By  a  fimilar  account  of  the  (ame  officer,  alfo  prefentcd  to 
the  Lords,  the  true  value  of  the  total  imports  from  Ireland 
into  this  country,  was,  on  the  like  average,  5,612,689  /. ; 
that  of  the  exports  from  hence  thither,  3^555)845  /;  leav- 
ing, on  this  comparifon,  not  foi(|reat  an  excefs  indeed,  but 
ftill  an  apparent  balance  of  2,056,844/.  in  favour  of  Ire- 

But  we  are  told  *,  that  upon  a  proper  examination  of  the 
articles  which  compofe  the  grols  fums  in  thefe  accounts, 
the  real  balance  will  be  found  to  be  much  in  favour  of 
Great  Britain.  .        '"^ 

To  make  this  out,  the  objeAs  of  the  mutual  trade 
of  the  two  kingdoms  are  clafled  under  the  three  heads 
of^  I.  manu£a£tures ;  2.  raw  materiak,  &c.;  and^  3. 
forisign  articles.  The  particulars  are  then  arranged  in 
fuch  a  manner  as  to  make  it  appear,  ift,  that  Ireland 
takes  from  Great  Britain  to  die  amount  of  14,000/.  a 


*  Accounts  laid  before  the  Houfeof  Lords*  No.  i6« 
^  Mr. /jiff's  Speech,  p.  80. 


year 
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ifofpllj^r;  :}4,  jjjgj  J(}^c  ftipplij5?  SciWili  wi^W  cv«f»pf* 

rjwr  m^^^h  'm^Mi^s  frocks  «f  j^Iidp  4mi;^f  tp  i^? 

qsfi  of  ^^  fo/fig^i  ^|tielc$^3g)pntc4  ftppi  this  £om^  mto. 

TW?  ii?  j^  VQJPJ  dfflJM^lif  m^p4  p£  ftatj^  tbf.  f:^c.ftoi!j^ 
whaf:;ha$  %iep  jui^^iJ,  ^t  le^j^  gf  jfar  ^  jL  t^^vf  bfiCQ  i»^s  to 

t|ie  lifts  pfl  fpipts  9/  thi$  ft)|t  \yith  tli^  Qmt\m^^yff]ai^  h^f 
tb|i^  ftjtcd  if  pnljbc  pc«%*  Qpc^ftpn^  ]bi«  Ibgyp,fnd|5^vQ^rr 

t?  fi4C^  ipat;t^r$  ^1^  j[  KlPt^  Ip  .hp,  IP  ?*fc^C^  whctbjsf 
th?  «^  f iW  n>igbf  m  ^  fipwd  ip.  tfeis  jkcnxiM^ ^\mipf^ 
of  ^^  bitti&i^  f^v^fi  iKMiic^^  ^^  ^c  fjio^t^l^  fcJwf e 

^^^  Yfi^y  igfpajiy  ip  %p«r  «>f  tfiW*  f  d>^t  i*  W3^  mi  I 

will  attempt  to  explain  myfelf  in  regard  to  it,  i^  |hp  ))e^ 
manner  I  can. 

ji.  TTp  .the  WWt  pf  Bfit^  n3|3iflii*^aifrfls  ta|cep  .cjff  {>y 

-  If)Q)^y  iii*iic*v  >?  Mr.  /rvrVs  .^J«^;^  i?  M"t  ^64.p,i.9.JS/t 

h*V45  been  j^M^  a^  %  ^t^esr  ^c^iWl!''^  either  frc^a  quf 

notiefetfe#«7P>.QlW)/-^ 

*«  MHi*Pf  tW§s'  Wf^fi  tpW>  ♦  »  f^  #^wJga#mp,S  api 

«  4»f  teh^HV  jiff  .*c  cqWpX)  apd  si  i*^  ^ppiflg^/ 
*  Mr»  f^wr's  Speeob,  p.  ^. 

^  i^rrf^y  m^  pan  Af  ^sGK>4$iM»>!i||iia  f»{ii^  Fa4  jvili^  f«ik 

America  can  be  conCdeircd  as  fucb, 
«  Mr.  f^/r'i  Speech,  ibid.         <^ 

I.  But 
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'  But  furely  it  can  never  be  intended  (erioiiily  to  maintain, 
that  Great  Britain  profits  as  much  by  the  induftVy,  Ikill,  and 
labour  employed  by  the  people  of  the  Eaft  and  Weft  Indies 
in  manufa£hiring  for  the  ufe  of  thefe  kingdoms  dieir  6wn 
raw  materials,  as  Ireland  does  by  thpfe  of  her  iidiabitants 
engaged  in  her  domeftic  fabrics.  Indeed^  as  to  the  Britt(h 
Weft  Indian  and  American  colonies,  it  ieems  to  me  tha^< 
fince  a  full  participation  in  the  trade  with  them  has  been 
opened  to  Ireland,  the  opulence  acquired  by  manufaSures 
or  otherwife  in  thofe  parts  of  the  Britiih  dominions,  in  as 
far  ^s  it  is  not  to  be  confidered  as  merely  locals  merely  Weft 
Indian  or  American,  is  to  be  reckoned  notBritiflx  more  than 

-  Iri(h,  but  imperial ';  aiid  this  jis  alfo  true  as  to  the  £aft  In- 
dies, fuppofing  the  Irifti  a£t  of  1793^  to  have  fedured  toIre«> 
land  as  great  a  fhare  of  commercial  intercourfe  with  that 
Country  as  (he  had  in  any  way  the  means  of  dirrying  on  ; 

^  a  fuppofition  more  than  warranted  by  the  little  or  rather 
I  believe  no  ufe  fhe/tas  made  of  the  privUeges  fii^ce  (he 
obtained  it. 

With  regard  to  the  (hipping,  undoubtedly  Great  Britain 
is  a  gainer  by  carrying  the  Eaft  and  Weft  India  articles-re- 
<]uired  for  the  confujnption  of  Ireland.  But  could  Ireland, 
aircircumftances  confidered,  obtain  thofe  articles  fo  beneft- 
cially  in  any  other  way  t  Her  own  tonnage  is  not  equal  to 
the  carriage  of  her  own  produce  and  manulFadures  to  this 
country )  and  in  the  prefenc  ftate  of  things,  even  the  reft 
©IF  Europe^  is  almoft  eHtirely  fupplied~by  Great  Britain,  not- 
withftanding  the  proteaipn  the  naval  <bpmmerce  of  feveral 
other  ftates  deriyejs  from  their  neutrality.  When  to  thefe 
confiderations  we  add  the  immenfe  variety  of  channels  of  a 
more  adyahtageous  nature,  in  a  mercantile  view,  in  which 
*  Iiifliaas,  33  Geo.  Uf.c.  31.  I 

■     .'■   ^'      "■■/■'    ■  it 


(    75    ) 

i^  is  well  known  that  the  Britifh  capital  vefted  in  ihis  biraach 
of  her  carryii^  trade  might  be  employed,  we  fhall  not  eafily . 
be  perfuaded  .(to  plac«  whatever  gain  arifes  from  it  to  .the 
credit  fide  of  Ird^d^  in  fettling  accounts  between  that  coun* 
try  and  this.  4w 

1        .■,.;.■, 

2.  Under  the  general  head  of  raw  materials,  &c.  export- v 
ed  from  Ireland,  have  been  included,  by  the  defcription  of 
articles  of  prime  neceffity,  beef,  butter,  pprk^  corn,  and, 
other  provifioiis ;  Irifli  linen  yarn  i^  alfo  clafied  under  tl\is^ 
head,;  while  cheefe,  fiQi,  fuchas  cod  and  herrings,  kc^  and. 
law  filk  and  cotton  yarn,  are  articles  clafied  as  manufac*. 
tures  among  the  9ritifli  exports. 

But  inxomparifons  of  this  (brt,  the  expreffipn  of  '  raw 
*  materials'.has  been  generally,  ufed  to  fignify  matters  whiciv, 
conftitute  the  bails  of  a  manuf^dure,  and  coQ^ribute  thereby, 
much  more-to  the  wealth  of  the  country  to  which  they  are 
carried^  and  where  .they  are  worked  up,  than  in  their  rude 
ftate  they  had  done  to  that  of  the  country  fupplying  them*^ 
In  this  fenfe  beef,  corn,  Sfc.  cannot  with  any  propriety  be 
ranked  under  that  defcription;    they  add  nothing  to  the 
wealth  of  the  country  importing  them ;  they  continue  juft 
worth  the  price  at  firft  paid  for  theni  ^,  and  in  the  cafe  under 
our  confideration,  if  not  obtained  from  Ireland,  the  fame 
capital  would  probably  procure  them  eKewhere^  or  might  be 
directed  to  the  produ^oivcMf  them  at  home. 

3*  AHhottgh  the  Turn  of  970^000/.  by  the  title  of  colonial 
goods,  had  been  added  under  the  firft  of  thefe  three  *head&. 

*  Wc  arc  not  hcyc  to  reckon  the  mere  mercantile  profit  they  may  af-*^ 
ford  in  their  uns^ltered  H^tc ;  the  price  paid  for  thei^i  wonld  have  furniA* 
cd  a  like  ptofit  employed  in  any  otber  way,  ^d  will}  having  been  £o  cni^ 
ployed,  farniik  a  like  profit  to  the  feflt r. 

1  a  to 


(  if  ) 

if  is  hah  t€ti\r&ti  to  tt^6  dp  <M  grS6  Um  of  I,468»i73/. 
;ii  ih6  vMii6  df  foreign  atticks  Idfe^^  lyf  IrelKrid  from  Great 
BHt^iti^  sAd  is  tUii^  €i(^ethf»i:g«d  4»^  tbhr 

has  clearly  happened  by  miftafce,  'though  it  makei  i  moH 
material  difference  indeec^  in  the  refult.  / 

But  k  i^  &ii  *  t%e^9(c^^  dSigain  to  Greiit  Bri^in  niiift 

<  ^^pear  piro^igidtis^  if  #e  tctfifidier  that  of  ail  diat  grois  funt 
«  cif  liesii-st  liittH6h  tind  a  hsdf,  ^tily  46750eo/.  is  Eaft  Indiii 

<  tfade ;  aficl*  «iiX:  *^fi^  f^itiiain^^  to  tho  v^Kie  of  aboVes 

<  ^fflibti,  il  open  to  te  t^pdrtcf^  dif ^  to  Indarid^  vvire  ihe 
«  obliged  or  inclined  to  impdrt  it  fo^.'  tJftdoobtedly  ie  is. 
open  to  her;  but  if  (he  could  do  it  to  advantage,  will  any 
tiiati  ^6  tuto#s  i^  Hatura  of  tf'dde  ^pofathst  ihe  wdifd 
liot  tiavf  thib  iMimi^^  bui  mt^ld  ftifitr  Great  Britain  to 
^in  froiTi  hei-  #faatt  fhe J6l»^  b^  thus  Piddt^  as  her  catrier  ? 
TfielriitRis,  <h6^Mtiffii^ihga!nd  eapiia),  What  fliehas. 
B^hg  irtctffiirily  6ocut)|^*  16  bdtter  ^tafiisigei  bt  for  mote 
ii6iee0a^  purpo&s;  ^M  iU^h  b^in|  ^he  t^,  citi  we  iti  faif-» 
lieis  be  requir^ci  to  fet  i^h  ibmh  as  a  beneiii  which  Great 
Britaiti  Hblds  at  the  gdc^-^ill  Of  her  Sfter  kingd^  ? 

i%iiy  Sit,.  I  thitik  W  ifitift  Alii  re^aiji  the  belief  hiiher-^ 
tp  fo  pirevalent  With  the  getierstiit^i'  of  ^efb  in  both  coun^ 
tries,  wbb  havibmoft  deeptf  cottfid^red  fUGh  rtl^tens,  thut 
in  their  commcrcfal  iirterC'OUjffc  tbfe  N&nts.  between  them- 
is  greatly  in  favour  of  Ireland;  and- it  follows  of^ourfe,, 
that  ireiaitd,  ih  the  pr^^tit  relative  fititaiyoh  of  .die  two 
kingdoms^  ihttft  4eptriA  eittitfely  e^  the  polfty  a^  wifdooi 
pi  the  Britife  Parliament  for  the  continuance  of  what- 

ever 


vkt  fM  of  fatf  f^imi  pt^fytgitf  fiki  dcrivte  feoth  dMt 
I"'  fmrtCk       .-  .. 

f  This  mdeed  is  ibroetiiims<>  adotiMd :  it  b  adiiuu^d  thit 

Qrtit  Btitaaxh  bjr  #bat  is  ealied  a  war  of  ditties  and  prcsU* 

biiidnsy  mi^t  ii^ure  luhai  fot  a  timd )  of  this  Aih^rieat^ 

it  is  ftidy  aferds  aihide  proof  s  bitt  (hat  Britkin  herfelf  muft 

ftiffor  itk  {Such  a  contefty^  an^  that  her  wifdomj  hot  JiberalU 

^$  and  her  o#n  tiitereft  wtU  fdrbid  her  entering  into  fitcit 

f  h0^Mfts;    I  entirely  agree  in  the  [^ofition  that  it  is  mte 

[  only  liberal)  bti^  wtfei  ^nd  for  hear  own  adyamtagef  thai 

the  prefent  fyfteih  (hould  be  perfevered  in  by  this  country) 

thou^  I  regret  that  America  ihould  have  been  unnecc^riiy 

mendoned^  -and  this  at  the  very  time,  and  as  k  «rere  #ttli 

I    ^  the  fame  breath  with  which  the  Right  Hon.  Gentleman 

^faohas  pr^pofed  a  Unions  was  in  my  opi^im  moft  unjaft^, 

\  >    ly  at^cufed  €ff  fadding  trnt^kreats  to  induce  Irdstfki  td  ar« 

cede  tD  it*    Alas !  Sir>  bare  we  tbenno  ihflancds  wbere 

ite  wiibft  listtions  have  de^^arted  from  die  lim^  of  found  p«ii^ 

cy,  and  by  the  Gperatlon  of  Ya»oiis  canf^s  bnthenatdril 

I-  frailty  of  human  counfels  and  conduS:,  adopted  meafures  at 

I  oncfe  injurious  td>  themfeives  and  their  iieighbbors;  or  is 

wifdom  of  conduA  toi>e  the  {joffcffion  in  perpetuity— the 

I  >xclufive  right^-^-of  all  the  fucceiEve  Adminiftrations  and 

i  f^afliatiUlehts  tn^hicb,  in  all  times  to  come,  are  to  hold  the 

reins  of  govef jiiii^nt,  aAd  efxercife  the  fan£tions  df  tegiflatiot;! 

;  in  Grtat  ftritain  i  Should  the  principlcfs  which  now  prevail , 

I  dti  commercial  fubj^ds  lofe  their  ihHuente;  (hould  dif« 

^iiles,  pirffeon,  ahd  inhntfity,  etrfer  take  their  place  in  ad- 

j  ju^iiing  the  rdaticrnsbf  trade  between  the  j wo  irtands ;  t& 

I  -     ^    What  blJtlSihg  laws,  to  what  iftviolaWe  treaty  can  lrclari<i 

*  Mr.  J^ofler's  Speech,  p.  90,  ^u 

appeal? 
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:^>peal i  oririiat  w31  then- avail  toi^aids  compeBicg  tb«  ad- 
niiffion  of  her  commodities  into  the  Britifli  ports  and  mar-. 
'  kets,  or  the  exportation  of  what  (Ke  may  want  ifrom  thence^ 
her  own  Parliament^  the  fuppofed  adequate  guardian  of  her 
tradey  its  vigilance^  its  r^ulations,  and  its  bounties  ?  Will 
the  independence  and  difiindnefsof  that  Parliament  be  able 
to  ward  oiF  the  blow,  which  on  fuch  a  fuppofition  may  be 
aimed  at  her  pro/perity,  when  (be  ihall  have  (hut  her  ears 
to  that  warning  voice  which  now  calls  upon  her  to  liftcn  to 
the  falutary  meafure  by  which  alone  (he  can  be  really  and 
completely  fecured  againft  the  poffibility  of  fuch  an  evil  ? 

We  are,  it  is  true,  too  apt  to  think,  when  we  think  fu*. 
perficially,  that  our  defcendants  will  never  relapfe  into  er-^ 
rors  fimilar  to  thofc  of  our  forefathers,  from  which  we  have 
tfcaped;  and  that  what  appears  right  and  wife  to  ,us,  muft 
be  thought  fo  by  them.  But  does  experience  cbnfirm  this 
opinion  ?  Thofe  whahave  attended  to  the  great  and  nume- 
rous fluduations  of  fyftem  in  our  national  policy  foreign  and 
domef^ic,  will,  I  be)ieve,  decide  otherwife* 

Wc  thin^^  our  ialbers  fools,  fo  wife  ^c  grow ; 
Our  wifer  ions,  no  doubt,  will  tbink  us  {o^^ 

is  the  fcnfible,  though  perhaps  no^  v^ry  poetical  reflexion 
of  a^great  and  fagacious  poet.  Have  we  not  heard  the  ob- 
fclete  notion  of  making  Ireland  ft  Briti(h  garrifon,  revived 
j|j  this  Houfe,  and  from  a  moft  r^fpe6kable  quarter?  On 
the  prefent  occafion  it  was  indeed,  I  think,  a  fingle,  and, 
if  the  Hon.  Gentleipan  will  pardon  theexpreffion,  a  fmgur 
lar  opinion ;  but  a  change  of  times  a^d  circumftances  roaj 
perhaps  render  it  le(s  fo.    I  dread  to  reflect  on  the  poffibility 

^  of 
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of  it9  ever  becoming  reafonable ;  thofe,  however,  who  will 
have  to  determine,  may  think  it  To,  when  the  (entin^ents  of 
none  of  us  can  have  aiiy  Ibare  in  the  deliberation. 

What  was  the  cafe  of  Scotland  ?  every  bpdy  muft  now 
admit  that,  being  under  the  fam^  king,  who  was  alfo  head 
of  both  Parlianiehts,  and  with  the  rules  of  fucceiBdn  to  the 
crown  (till  thq  Revolution)  the  fame  in  both  kingdoms,  it 
would  have  been  the  intereft  of  England  to  have  encourag- 
ed^ the  trade  of  Scodand,  and  conferred  upon  her  every  fa- 
vour that  could  have  tended  to  increafe  her'profpe'rity.  But 
how  different  was  'th6  condudl'  ihe  aftually  hfeld  to  her  J 
Was  the  Parliament  of  Scotland  lefs  ii)det>endent  than  the 
Irifli  Parliament  has  been  fmce  1782  ?  and  does  it  not  ap- 
pear from  hiftory  that  Scotland  was  to  the  full  as  deflrous^ 
had  ihe  bad  the  means  of  efiablifhing  a  national  commerce, 
and  rivalling  in  her  proportion  the  trade  and  i}ianufa£hire8 
of  the  neighbouring  kingdom,  as  Ireland  Can  now  poffibly 
be  to  retain  and  augment  thofe  which  (he  at  prefcnt  pof- 
'fcffcs? 

In  1785,  tboie  perfons  in  Ireland  who  in  my  opinion  had 
the  beflr  knowledge  of  her  interefts,  did  not  think  the  ad- 
vantages ihe  then  enjoyed  from  her  commercial  connexion 
with  Great  Britain,  were  fufficiendy  iafe  under  the  fhield 
of  Britifli  a£b  and  Britifh  policy ;  <  they  wiQied  to  have 
^  the  fecurity  of  ia  legiflative  compa£l^,'  and  this  country 
was  defirous  to  give  them  that  fecurity,  in  as  binding  and 
pernianent  a  form  as  W4S  compatible  with  the  exiftence  of 
diftind  Legiflsitures.  The  miftaken  jealoufy  of  fpeculative 
independence  defeated  the  plan«    It  is  now  propofed  to  give 

"*  Mr.  ^o/^rV  Speech,  p.  87. 

them 
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jtb^in  1  IcgUlativ^  feciifiqr  of  »  ntmch  m^^^wtiing  p^e^ 
pne  as  indii^oI^Ue  as  buioaa  wifdom  C2^  deviie  pr  iinagjifie  ; 
but  We  are,  qow  toU  by  fome  of  the  (trwigeSk  ;^voeates  bf 
the  much  more  imperfd^  meafure.of  that  year,  even  inref- 
f^  to  ^rQUHnerce,  ^t  a  cooipad  by  Uoiop^  to  diA>Ive 
which  no  legitimate  ai>4iprity  vpuld  any  longer  ^xift  in  ev- 
tber  country,  would  b^amp&re  pregnant  widi  dt^igfer  and 
miichici  t»  IriOk  trade  apd  manufa^ures'.  Sir,  with  what 
fucceft  t^e  CQ^dscs^  of  &efe  fentiments  h?s  be^ip  ^coo^ 
tended  for,  I  (hall  leave  to  ptfaers  to  det^nmne  ^  it  U  dow,  ^ 
'  ir  ieeins^  thontght  fiifeft  foMy  to  truft  to  ^  a  conne^ioin  ri- 
^  v^ted  on  the  ioter^fls,  ^e  fentiments,  aod  ^  ipffi^^ons 
<  of  both  nations,  ^  tfiofi^  rivets  dofed  and  kept  dm  by 
«  the  iregulations  of  i7<tz^*  ,  ' 

Some  adoiit  ibs^  there  sure  commcmail  hfi^df»  fti^  Ji^ 
£>r  QreaA  Brttwi  to  bieftow ;  that  a  perfe^y  free  <:o«imu- 
nipation  between  the  itwp  ifl^niki,  a  cpm{d^  i^rchat^^ 
coB^aiodities  of  d!  forts^  mthovt  die  ch^gi:  of  «;iy  Jcind  of  . 
duty  in  theii^ranfit  from  the  one  to  the  other,  would  gceaitly 
redound  to  the  advantage  of  Irehnd ;  that  Ihe  would  then 
jfend  morenuum&duced  goods  to  Great  Bntain^than  Ae  yet 
does,  and  receive  a  greater  qwntity  apd  variety  of  s?w  inar 
terials  from  thence.    But  th^  ic  is  aftefl»  why  Aould  not 
this  couatiy  complete  her  fyft^  0)f  Jiberality  to  the  iiftsr 
jkingdoim?  That  is -in  one  .momicnt  ^led  libei;»l^y,  whif^b 
]|n  SMu:(ther  is  ^fcrib^  as  n)ere  ielfi(bn[e6,  or  ao  mnwiUing 
lanfom  exioiARl  by  ^tifoidgtion*    Why  ihpidd  flie  oot  graat 
to  Ireland,  without  ;th9  coiidjiiQn  of  a  yaiont  ytbail  by  be* 
joefitiqg  her  muft  ^o  benefit  h^rfelf? 


*  Mr.FoJer^s  Specd>,  p.  91. 
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Others  however  tell  us,  that  if  the  BritiQi  minifter  were, 
toalk  them  what  farther  trade  could  be  opened?  what 
aew  manufadures  promoted.  ?  their  anfwer  would  be| 
<  You  can  give  us  nothing,  and  our  only  requeft  on  the 
*  jpart  of  Ireland  is,  that  you  will  let  us  alone  ^^ 

Both  thefe  grounds  iare  taken  by  different  perfbns  in  ar- 
guments, againft  a  Union,  and  for  the  purpofe  of  proving 
that  Ireland  either  ought  to  obtain,  'or,  if  (he  has  already 
obtained,  ought  for  ever  to  be  permitted  to  poflefs  every 
poffible  benefit  of  trside  {he  can  derive  from  this  kingdom, 
without  our  propofing  that  flie  ihould  agree  to  that  mea- 
fure ;  that  is,  agree  to  a  fettlement  which,  while  it  would 
afford  the  only  p^maneiit  fecurity  for  thofe  benefits, 
"would,  in  my  opinion,  at  the  fame  time  confer  others  of 
a  fttll  morfi  important  nature  than  any  commercial  ad  van. 
tage  whatever,  both  on  that  country  and  on  this. 

With  that  opinion,  I  do  not  fcruple  to  fay,  in  cegardto 
fiich  commercial  boons  as  may  ftill  be  left  in  th«  power  of 
Grea.t  Britain,  that  I  would  not  be  hafty  topart  with  them 
if  there  were  any  chance  that  a  belief  that  theyxan  only 
be  acquired  through  a  Union  migbt  work  in  its  favour  on 
the  felfiih  teoipers.  of  thofe  who  overlook  the  nuny  more 
wei^ty  political  reafons  for  its  adoption* 

As  to  the  advantages  which  have  already  been  granted, 
though  it  may  be  true  that,  in  contributing  to  the  profpe- 
rity  of  Ireland,  they  alfo  promote  that  of  the  whole  em- 
pire, of  which  flie  finrms  fo  material  a  part ;  what  if  the 
machinations  o^  foreign  and  domeftic  ^nemies,«*-the  fug« 
geftions  ^f  ill-direAed  national  vanity^-— the  exaggerated 
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and  miilaken  principle  of  indepeiideiice,*-Hm€r  the  reftlefs 
and  prdfelyttcal  fpirit  of  democracy,  fliould  Aicceed  in  tear- 
ing afunder  this  mighty  limb  from  the  imperial  body  $  \eouh) 
rt>  in  fuch  cafe,  be  ftill  for  the.  intereft  of  Great  Britain 
to  continue  the  laws  by  which  thofe  advantages  have  been 
bcftowed? 

Sir,  I  do  not  like  to  purfue  this  train  of  wSedion ;.  but 
I  dm  fatisfied,  for  many  reafons  which  I  think  muft  occui 
to  all  who  hear  me,  and  of  which  fome  have  been  lately  fta- 
'  ted  in  another 'plac<i  with  irrefiftible  ftrength  ^uid  perfpicut- 
ty  of  argument,  that  thofe  caiifes  are  at  this  mpment  opera* 
ting,  fome  of  them  open  and  avowed,  othen  more  flent^ 
and  fcarcely  perceptible  to  the  very,  perfons  adiiated  bjr 
them,  but  all  with  fuch  increafing  energy,  th^t  if  a  Union 
does  not  foon  take  place,  a  feparation  unfortunate  to  Great 
Britain  and  ruinous  to  Ireland  certainly  will. 

I  have  alreac^  dtntioned  my  perfuafion,.  that  the  pieopfe 
of  Ireland  y^Wl  in  time,,  after  a  really  final  fettlement  of  the 
connexion  and  relations  between  the  two  countpies  by  att 
incorporating  Union,  experience  the^advantagcs  of  a  com^* 
munication  of  English  capital  and  credit*  This^pofitioar 
when  ftated  by  much  more  weighty  authority,  has  beca 
treated,  I  find,  as  <  a  foolifii,  abfurd^  fiitHe,  and  unfuppor* 
♦  ted  affertiona/  How  this  feleftion  of  epithets  fhould 
have  been  (o  made  and  applied  by  a  perfon  of  known  judg* 
ment,  .good  temper,  and  urbanity,  it  is  not  my  bufinefs  to< 
inquire^  burl  think  the  afTection,  which  by  the  by,  as  it 
related  to  what  may  be  expeded  to  h^pen,  was  an  aflerti- 
on  only  of  opini<»n  and  belief,  may  be  conlidered  as  ap-r 
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froaching  as  nearly  to  a  predidion  of  tHe  tnidi  as  any  Aing 
•can  do,  which  mere  human  ferefighc  m^y  conjeSure  and 
pronounce  concerning  future  confequences  and  events.  Is 
much  argument  ^meceflkry  to  convince  us  that  monied  men  ^ 
will  be  more  ready  dian  at  prefent  to  lend  their  capital  oit 
landed  ifecurity^  or  to  pledge  thehr  credit  fcy  partnerfliips  ivi  . 
frade  and  manula^ures  in  that  country,  after  it  fhall  poflbfs 
a  fteady  uniformity  ^f  governmeiit,*--the  fame  legiflature 
with  themfclvesjr— an  eftablHhed  conformity  of  legal  decifi- 
^ns  to  thdfe  whereby  their  prq)erty  is  regulated  and  fecu- 
red  at  home, — ^internal  peace  and  habitual  induftry  ? 

But  a  detail  i«  gone  into  to  Siew  that  Engfifli  money  is 
»ot  likely  to  be  tranfported  to  Ireland  and  vefted  ther^  ei- 
ther in  trade  or  nuumfaAiires^ 

If  I  underftand  the  general  fcope  of  that  detail,  and  if  I 
do  not,  it  muft  be  owing  to  the  little  familiarity  I  have  with 
fuch  fubjeSs,  it  is  this:  ift,  A  Union  will  not  carry  over 
Ettglifli  capital  to  be  employed  in  th6  manu&dory  in  Ire- 
land of  any  of  the  great  articles  of  confumption  with  which 
wenowfupply  that  Qftuntry,  viz.  woollens,  cotton,  goods, 
iron,  andpattery,  becaufe  England^  has  advantages  for  thofe 
fabrics  not  to  be  found  in  Ireland,  which  will  always  ren- 
der them  fo  much  cheaper  in  the  former  country,  that  the 
Irifb-confumer  will  rather  import  them  from  thence,  than 
buy  them  as  made  at  home.  2d,  Neither  will  a  Union  in- 
duce the  fenglifli  capitalift  to  eftablifh  fuch  maniifa^ures  in 
Ireland  for  exportation  to  foreign  markets,  becaufe  thofe  fo- 
reign markets  have  been  long  as  open  to  Ireland  as  they  can 
be  after  a  Union,  and  yet  no  fuch  eftablifhments  have  ta- 
ken place.    3d,  As  it  will  not  carry  over  Englifh  capital 
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to  efbbli(h)  either  for  Irifli  confumption  or  foreign  export, 
thofe  inanufa£ture$  in  which  Britain  excels  Ireland;  neither 
will  it  attra£t  it  to  that  manufadhire  in  which  Ireland  un«- 
derfells  Great  Britain^  namely,  the  linen  ;  <  for  though  that 
*  manufadory  has  been  free  and  profperous  in  Ireland  for 
^  <  thefe  ninety  years,  and  has  afforded  many  great  fortunes 
5  to  the  induftrious  who  have  engaged  in  it>  yet  hardly 
«  any  Britifh  capital  has  ibttled  in  it^.* 

Permit  me.  Sir;  to  examine  fhortly  how  thefe  different 
points  are  made  out, 

^  Iron  and  pottery,"  it  is  faid,  \dependfo  totally  on  plen«» 

<  ty  and  cheapnefs  of  fuel,  that  they  exift  only  in  the  coal 
^  countries,  and  have  never  .knoWn,  even  in  England,  to 
^  make  what  can  be  called  a  (etdement  at  any  diftancefrom 
^  a  plentiful:  colliery.   In  the  pottery  too,  the  flint  and  day 

<  .which  are  fo  abundant  in  England,  have  not  been  found  in 

<  any 'quantity  in  Ireland,  and  in  fad  there  is  not  a  fingle 
^  pottery  in  Ireland.     It  is  felfrevident^  therefore,  tbatthefis 

<  manufadures  never  can  travel  from  the  country  which 
^  has  coal,  to  that  which  has  it  not-rrfrom  Britain  to  Ire* 
^  land; — ^and  the  fame  facility  of  fuel  muft  give  to  Britain 
^  a  decided  preference  in  all  maoufaflures  where  fteam  en- 

<  gines  cheapen  the  price  of  labour.     Woollens,  though 

*  eftablifted  for  centuries  in  Yorkfliirc,  have  never  travel- 

<  led  in  any  diredion  ten  miles  from  the  coal  country,  and  . 

*  they  are  manufactured,  there  to  fuch  advantage  over  Jrcr 

<  land,  that  England  fupplies  her  to   the  value  of  ne^ 

<  6oQ,  oocA  a  year,  though  burdened  with  an  import  d^ty 
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<  of  more  than  8  per  cent.  And  as  to  cottons,  machinery 
^  being  more  ufed  in  this  manufadory  than  in  the  others, 
^  the  Iriih  cannot,  even  on  the  eaftern  coaft  oppofite  the 

i'  '  ^  Britifli  collieries,  make  cotton  twift  within  at  leaft  20  per 

^  cent,  as  cheap  as  Britain  can  fupply  them.     In  Britain, 

•    *  during  the  continuance  of  v/riw/rig-^f's  patent,  this  fabric 

^  was  fubje£^  to  a  heavy  charge  on  that  account ;  but  though 

\  fuch  exclufive  privilege  did  not  exift  in  Ireland,  no  En- 

1        '  ^  glilh  money  was  ever  employed  to  fit  up  his  machinery. 

'  *  «  there*'. 

You  will  perceive  how  much  ftrefs  is  laid  in  this  enu- 
nio^tion  of  difficulties  on  the  circumftance  of  fuel.  But 
kt  us  not  take  it  for  granted,  either  that  cheapnefs  of  fuel 
is  fo  indifpenfable  a  requifite  to  cheapnefs  of  manufiiAure, 
even  in  the  inftances  in  queftion,  as  that  it  may  not  be  com* 
^  penfated  for  by  other  circumft^nces ;  or  that  abundance  of 

coal  is  a  benefit  which  nature  has  (b  abfolutely  denied  to 
Ireland  as  feems  in  this  part  of  the  argument  to  have  been 
affumed, 
i 

t  Take  the  cafe  of  iron:  I  am  informed  that  fome  of  the 

I  articles  made  of  that,  metal  which  require  the  grcateft  con« 

I  (  fumption  of  coals,  for  example  anchors,  are  manufaftured 

I  in  this  metropolis,  where  fiiel  is,  I  believe,  dearer  than  in 

[  almoft  any  other  part  of  the  kingdom.    Labour  is  alfo  dea- 

rer here  than  in  moft  of  the  other  fea-port  towns,  to  which 
i  thofe  anchors  are  to  be  fent.    Yet  oth^r  circumftances  ha- 

ving occafioned  the  employment  of  the  capital,  and  the  cul- 
I  tivation  of  the  (kill  necefTary  for  that  bufinefs  in  this  place, 

it  feems  that  it  can  be  carried  on,  on  the  whole,  to  more 
advantage  here  than  where  both  coals  and  labour  are  much 

»  Mr.  Fti/ltr\  Speech,  p.  68,  69,  7o»  7*1  73» 
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cheaper.  The  importance  of  the  cheapnefe  of  fuel  to  the 
manufadunng  of  other  commodities  made  of  iron,  is  much 
over-rated;  it  is. certainly  a  very  material  circumftance  in 
regard  to  coarfer  articles;  but  it  will  be  found,  by  confull- 
ing  the  proper  documents,  that  four-fifths  of  the  goods' 
made  of  iron,  which  are  annually  exported  from  Great 
Britain  to  Ireland  and  other  parts  of  the  world,  confift  of 
goods  in  the  manufa£ture  of  which  the  price  of  coals  has 
hardly  any  perceptible  eiFed :  the  principal  value  of  thofe 
goods  is  derived  from  the  (kill  and  labour  of  the  artifan  i 
but  labour  is  alfo  dearer  in  the  places  where  they  are  made, 
chiefly  Birmingham  and  Sheffield,  than  in  moft  parts  of  the 
world.  The  only  advantage  therefore  Great  Britain  pof- 
fefles  as  to  fuch  articles  arifes  from  the  fuperior  (kill,  ex- 
pertnefs,  and  celerity  of  the  workman.  But  with  the  en-  . 
couragement  which  a  new  fiate  of  things  would  hold  out  to 
the  Irifli  mauufa£turers,  is  it  to  be  doubted  that  they  will 
attain  to  an  equality  in  thofe  refpeds  with  thofe  of  tht& 
country*  ? 

The  fiatement  as  to  the  woollen  goods  made  in  Great 
Britain,  would  lead,  an  inattentive  perfon  to  to  fuppofe  that 
this  manufadure  was  aknoft  entirely  confined  to  Yotk^ 

•  I  am  informed  that  the  eity  of  liege  affords  ailrikinf  example  of  the 
fmall  relative  importance  of  cheapnefs  of  fuel  and  labonr,  to  the  fucceis 
of  the  moft  valuable  manufa£hires  in  iron.  That  city  had  been  for  many 
ages  noted  for  thofe  manufaAinres ;  coals  may  be  dug  almoft  at  the  Ycry 
gates  of  the,  town,  and  at  a  very  triHiqg  expenfe,  as  the  veins  are  to  be 
found  within  a  few  feet  of  the  fiirface,  and  there  is  hardly  any  part  of  the 
continent  where  provifions  are  cheaper  and  more  abundant ;  yet  Birming- 
ham and  Sheffield  now  underfcU  Liege  in  thofe  very  manufaanres  for 
which  (be  had  been  long  fo  famous,  with  the  exception  of  a  very  few  ar- 
ticlesy  at  the  rate  of  iiot  lefi^  than  from  1 5  to  25  per  cent. 
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feire^  That  county,  or  radier  a  circint  wfttrin  that 
cottnty  of  not  more  than  ten  mites  every  way,  is  called  its 
^  old  and  great  fettlement*/  But  the  fzSt  is,  diac  the 
«ade  there,  though  certainly  very  extenfive,  is  confined 
,  ^ehiefly  to  the  coarfer  ktsid  of  cloths,  while  the  principal 
feat  df  the  manufedory  of  fine  cloths,  as  well  as  of  the  light 
smd  fancy  woollen  goodSy  is  in  a  part  of  England  where 
coals  are  much  dearer  than  in  a  great  many  pares  of  Ire* 
bnd,  namely,  at  Bradforcl,  Trowbridge,  aiid  Chippenham, 

The  real  cafe  as  to  the  Iriib  wodlen  trade,  is,  that  Ire* 
land  works  up  all  the  wool  ihe  produces,  though  fhe  now 
only  exports  to  Che  value  of  about  12,500/.  yearly,  infiead 
of  110,207/.  her  export  of  that  article  a  century  ago, 
imd  fhe  receives  from  this  country  to  the  annual  amount 
rf  580,723/.  This  is  no  tonger  owing  to  the  reftrifliive 
condition  of  a  compa6t  long  ago  at  an  end  ;.  nor  does  it 
appear  that  the  goods  of  this  material  which  ihe  does  mak^, 
are  dearer  or  neceflarily  fo  than  thofe  (he  imports  from 
hence,  the  quality  of  each  being  confidered ; — we  are 
told  the  true  reafon ;  it  is,  ^  that  agriculture  and  the  linen 
*  manu&dures  are  found  to  give  better  profit  in  land  than 
'  fheep  affbrdedf  ;'  a  reafon  which^  no  doubt,  as  to  that 
manufa^ure  wiU  continue  to  operate,  whatever  may  be- 
come of  the  prefent  duties  upon  it  in  its  tranfit  either  from* 
Ireland  to  this  country,  or  from  hence  to  Ireland. 

In  the  cotton  btifinefs  I  underftand  the  confirmpCion  of 
coals  is,  comparatively  (peaking,  very  inconfiderable.  fuel 
is  not  (hoj^e  abundant  now  in  England  than  it  was  fiv&-and* 
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twenty  years  ago;,  yet  during  that  period  the  quantity  of 
cotton  wool  manufactured  in  Great  Britain  has  increafed 
from  three  to  near  thirty  millions  of  pounds*  The  impor- 
tation of  the  raw  materia  is  alike  open  to  Ireland ;  that  coun- 
try abounds  in  weavers;  and  I  am  told  the  workman  who  is 
in  the  praflice  of  weaving  linen  is  capable,  with  little  or  no 
previous  ihftrudioii  or  practice,  of  becoming  an  expert  wea- 
ver of  plain  cottons.  What  then  is  the  real  caufe  of  her 
'  paying  to  this  country  more  than  loo^ooo/.  a  year  fof  cot- 
ton goods  maniifadured  here  ?  what  hv/^  the  want  of  that 
capital  whi^h  alone  excites  the  induftry  and  attention,  and 
thereby  improves  the  Iktllof  the  workman,  furnifhes  the 
means  of  dividing  labour,  which  diminiflies  its  coft  beyond 
any  difference,  a  difference  in  the  amount  of  wages  and  ex* 
penfe  of  living  can  ever  occafion,  and  enables  the  opulent 
trader  to  give  long  credit,  fupport  accidental  lofles,  and 
thrive  under  a  much  fmaller  profit  than  is  requifite  to  others 
left  fortunate  in  that  refped,  who  might  attempt  to  become 
his  rivals.  . 

But,  floes  Great  Britain  pofiefs  fuch  advantages  over  Ire- 
land in  refyc&  of  fuel  as  has  been  fuppofed  i 

Many  coal-mines  exift  and  are  worked  in  Ireland*,  and 
I  believe  in  many  parts  of  it  the  veins  are  rich  and  exten^*  ^  ^ 

live.  Mr.  Evansy  engineer  to  the  Grand  Canal,  in  his  evi- 
dence laid  before  the  Irilh  Houfe  of  Commons  in  1 783,  as 
quoted  two  years  afterwards  at  the  bar  of  this  Houfe, 
(kid,  *  That  the  Kilkenny  colHerics,  if  property  work- 
^  cd,  were  capable  of  producing  300,  000  tons  of 
*  culm  yearly  r  that  this  might  be  carried  by  the  canal 

•  Mr.  Ftfifr'i  Speech,  p.  8Si    Scaufoit's  Memoir,  p,  a?. 
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«  afid  fM  at  tie  dirtancfe  ol*  f6rty  miWs  for  is.6d^  ptt 

*  bar^i  ot  4  cwt, ;  tSat  thtre*  were  coUWics  at  JLougtl 

*  Allen  ccj^til  m  ^y^i^t^^Y)  ^  properly  wdr^c4f  *®  *^*® 

*  ilrppiy  of  the  whole  farigddm,  and  in  quality  equal,  if 
1          -            '  ttbt  fup^rlof,  to  the  bell  Whitehaven  coals^^    fhcre 

arc  fe'sitfts  df  c'dal  at  tjffumgl^s  and  tiuifTgannon^,  faid 
-  to  be  of  fuch  thicknefs  and  goodnefs  as  to  be  moi'e  tb$n  , 
tqixii  to  it  fS^a^  iht  ^dDfiimpfion  6^  iDubliii ;  and. 
ttbtc  dbliferte^  arc  ^irfilft  i  few  miles  of  a  canal  by  wliicE  . 
a  Wit^lf  fc6ltadfiunl6ati6n  H  atfeady  open  to  that  city  andt 
t^€tf{it\i^t  piri  bf  if^tahdt,  ^fiat  Has  been  the  reat 
c*tfe  f hit  thefeiftihes  have  ft6£  hifhcrfo  been  turned  to 
d^CdOftt  t  ^ot  thg  Want  bi  e;nc6ufagenieht  frdjtn  tHic  trifli 
P^tih^mt^  i'hcy  kivc  hien  always  rcadf  and  lib^rdi  in 
■  fiit6itfii6g  jpliblic;  aid  te  works   proihtfing  to  prove  qf 

'«  public  bbtir'fit.    J^ut  experience  ha&  long  (hewn  that  pub- 

.     Kc  fndii^jfy  ^v6h  to  pr<rfujlion,  will  riot  perform  the  func- 
Clbhsof  prtv^te  capKaT,    the  uttei*  deficiency  of  whick 
dpjiear^,  to  bavd  6tti&bMA  the  ^lure  of  ^very  undertake 
fng  hith^i'to  fdt*ched  for  cofnpleflng  the  works  neceflary  to 
X  ftiffifftr  tB«  nifetrdpolfd  aftd  cdiinfry  o^  Ireland  with  this 

1^  ♦         valOalge  c6ihfe6dity  frdin  her  owh^j^^^ 

\k  ^   ■'.',.','     '"'-''       '  ■  /  ^     *   ■•    ' 

>     -Aift^r  all)   while  coals  brought  coaitwife  from  one  par£ 
of  Ehgland  to  another,   exduSve  9f  London^  are  fubjeft 
id  ti  dnty  <if  ibtocidiat  liW^e  thahj/.p^/.  pci*  chaldfon, 
«nd  if  to  Jbonildti,  of  M  l*ls  th4n  ^  ^d^,  y^k^h  exported 
[  Id  If t\iitkd  thi^f  p^y  btit  ts.pd.  in  Otcat  B^^taiti,,  arid,  if 

i  foi*  th^  uft^  the'  martofiaflorles,  no  Mfli  dtfty ;   aid  ad 

fti^ifh^iftiW^  fup^y.  frona  Wafe*,  Whitehaven,  aiid  th^ 
weft  of  Scotland,  is  open  to  the  whole  extent  of  the  ' 

*  Tottng's  Tonr,  vol.  ii.  p.  ^f.   - 
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eaflern  £borcs  of  Ireland;  andfirom  the  (hortne&of  thef 
run  and  other  circumftances,  befides  the  inferiority  of 
duty,  the  e;cpenfc  of  freight  and  other  charges  ia  really 
confiderably  lefs  between  tho(e  parts  of  Great  Britain  and 
Ireland;  than  to  the  pjaces  in  England  where  the  xnanu- 
fa£lurer  is  obliged  to  have  bis  fuel  by  water-carriage. 

In  regard  to  the  flint  and  clay  ufed  in  the  pottery  wares> 
liF  faith  is  to  be  given  to  the  teftimony  pt  a  perfon  who  ^^ 

knew  that  bufinefs  very  thoroughly,  it  will  appear  that 
England  is  far  from  poiTefiing  fuch  great  natural  advantages^ 
over  Ireland  as  has  been  fuppofed.  The  late  Mr.  ff^edg- 
wood,'  on  his  examination  before  this  apd  th^  other  Ho^fe 
of  ParHament  when  the  Irifh  Propofitions  were  depending, 
ftated,  that  fome  of  the  flints  ufed  in  this  ihanufadure 
arc  brought  from  the  Iri(h  ihore,  being  picked  up  from 
tf^e  ballaft  of  Iridi  veffcls  difcharged  at  Liverpool  5  and  ] 

that  the  finer  clay  is  procured  on  the  coaft  of  England^ 
and  can  be  (hipped  at  6  or  7/,  per  ton,  but  that  from  the  *, 

additional  <!harge  of  the  inland  carriage,  it  cofts  when  it  | 

reaches  Staflbrdftiire  from  1/.  k6s.  to  2/.  ax.    His  conclu-  ,    *| 

iion  was,  that  if  the  propofitions  had  been  adopted,  Ire^  \ 

land  might  have  iinderfold  Great  Britain  in  pottery  good&  J 

40  or  50  per  ^ent.**  '\ 


To  fhcw  that  Britifh  capital  will  not,  in  confequence  of 

a  legillative  Union,    be  vefted,  or  Britifh  credit  pledged, 

cither  in  the  eftablifhrocnt  of  new  IriQi  manufactures  for 

foreign  marjcets,  or  in  the  farther  cultivation  and  extenfion 

,q{  the  exifting  linen  trade  of  that  country,  the  reafoning 

'  Minutes  of  Evidencfi,  Sec,  at  the  bar  of  tbe  Hoafe  of  CommoiMi 
dd  May  i78s>  P*  <'77f  z?^*  At  the  bar  of  the  Houfe  of  Lords^  i6tb 
JUBC1785,  p.  MS.l5«.l6o,  l«i. 

drawn 


i 
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drawn  kiom  the  experien(;e  of  wbat  has  happezied  vfiulc 
ihcre  was  no  fuch  Unions  proceeds  on  z  direO:  fetitiif 
principiiy  on  ^hc  affumption  that  fuqji  Union  will  neither 
furnidi  invitatiops  which  cannot  he  etpefted,  nor  removb 
obftacles  which  cannot  be  done  away,  b^  inny  other  means«^ 
Indeed  the  great  ftaplc  commodity  of  Ireland,  her  linen, 
is  even  now  much  more  indebted  to  Britifli  credit  than 
,  from  the  ftatements  I  have  referred  to  woiiid  be  fupppfed. 
It  may  be  true  that,  in  a  ftri£t  ienfe^  Britifh  capital  has 
not  « Jettlet  (to  any  extent)  in  Ireland,  that  is,  that  per- 
Tons  from  this  kingdom  haVe  not' removed  with  large 
capitals  tq  reCde  in  that  country  for  tlie  purpofe  of  carry- 
ing oh  a  traffic  in.  Iriih  linens.  But  is  it  a  correA  in- 
ference'from  thence,  that  Britifh  money  has  had  no  in-  ' 
Suence  in*^  promoting  the  fabrid  of  thofe  linens  ?  I  have 
the  very  heft  rcafori  to  believe  that  in  general  the  linen 
manufacturers  and  merchants  in  Iceland,  in  order  to  be 
able  to  carry  on  their  bufinefs,  find  it  nece0ary  to  dra^ 
on  the  agent  or  fa£lor  here  to  whom  their  confignments 
are  made,  immediately  after  th^  goods  are  fliipped,  for 
about  two-thir^  of  the  amount  of  their  value,  although  ^ 
a  very  confidcrable  part  of  thofe  goods  often  remains  on 
^  the  hands  of  fuch  confighee  for  fix  or  nine  monthis,  and 

he  is  afterwards  frequently  obliged  to  continue  ftitl  longer 
-out  of  his  money  by  the  credit  lie  as  expeded  |o  give  to 
the  purchafers, 

.      '•  ■    ^ 

Sir,  the  fecurity  and  advancement  of  trade  and  ma- 
nufactures are  unqueftionabiy  matters  of  great  national 
concern,  but  I  can  never  look  upon  them  as  the  chief^ 
pouch  Icfs  as 'the  exclufive  objefts  of  Government.  1  / 
40^  fatisfied  Ireland  would  gain  by  an  Union  with  Great 
/  V^  %  Britaia 


^^  rppff^  4;>f  the  V\fl4  6ip(9xftit«)fi  5md  ivia^iwl  ra|«»  »©v 

rt^tf.0<iptfyi^  ^inifo^m  fulmifliW.  te  few;^  ?fcp4  ^ 
yflWk  l>  cffijntia^  mt  tbf  ^«giriqncc«  of  ^fe^fe  p^?«  <?«?4% 
tfef  «n«i§?t»W  ?«^  5r?<te?J  ^tipftion  of  the  fgirit  of  diC 
t|^|;>aQC4|9  ipfurre^iQQy  deys^ftatjoa^  plH°4^  ^4  n\afiacrc||^ 
'^k^fl^  has  ||^fy%|Ie4  anfvof)^t)ie  Irifli  pf^^faotry  TX(kh  morp 
6r  ]ef$  Violence^  b^^  alppoft  wit{ip;it  intjErp4fli9a^  ^s  far 
l»c]p^^  w^  can  (racQ  their  auth^intic  hi^r^^,  4^o»|[l?^ 
nn^der  varipus  pre^eji^tsj^  an4  with  various  d;fiin£tb^s  and 
agp^laliqns,  fejc^in^  ^  differcj^t  periods  ^  jt^ie  watdi« 
wQrifh  fot  cy<;r;f  (ppciesj  of  bl9odjr  an<d  b^bar^s  hoftir 
lyjr  I^^ouJ4  fcip,  i^^fele^^  tcd^us^*  ^aod  djfgi^^ 
tp  ^nt§!^  injft.  |he  p^irtjqjKr^  pf  thij  fort,  with,  whfi^h 
tJieaiiMl§  of  Ifclaivt  ^fi  ^IMy  cfj^e^i^lly  fincc  t^je  pe- 
.^^wJi^O  .^he  vofqrt^naH;  9dhi?rq»cf  of  tij,?  roajpyity.  of 
thfi  l?A9tfk  t.9  i^P  ?r^rs  9f  ^h?  RpiPA*  vbuTch  eftabljjhed 
t^e  j^r^^t  ^WjfiP'l  of  \ifii  ip^bit,a9^  in^  frpteftaints  andi 

I  pyjp^  I  ^^^K  ^^  9l^e»,  ?gg«)^i#icsd  ta  fin(J  VB^Q  pf 
Xpinf^  s|i[i^  infoi^matip^  i|Qpm;in|^  this  i^elfipcjh[pl}f  cpndi?? 
fJQi^^pf  fP^i<^J  ip  Irelan^^  tp.  (hijs  pr  th^  other  nifEfafure 
or  fystem  of  this  or-  the  other  miniftry  of  tSc  prelei^Jb  ' 
reign;  aTeign  too,  which  has  been  diftinguHbed  by  a 
<;cwtini|<B4  ijcoc^of  9|£U  of  Jt^bityN^d  Ij^neg^encc  to. 
tl)^a(t  couptry.;  ^nt  I  ik¥  giytjtcig^^ly  fprprifed^^  t^ppn  a 
^t^  p^ca(|[pn^  to  he^i*  all  the  miferies  and  difcprd  we  liave 
lately  wi.tjR^^dl,.  ^11  tj^e  y:oodflt\^.4  ^hich^  bas  ddi\ge<ii  our  ^ 
|ifo»Jifip^d^p^^  fharg<55Jl^^tHrc5an  of  aife^c<bblpand 

*  $mitk\  Wc^A  Qf '$^^tiojj.5^  toli.  iii.  p.  ^6o. 

j^abJte 


iff'i^$9i  i^9S»    IiU  thcalwJicv<d't&5H  ill  would  have 

bm  ^V  ii  Iiord  Pk^v^lim  b^d  \^tvk  kft  to  govern 

.  Wwdu  w  thf  pxuii;ijsil^^  vUi^b  te  hJ^  t^€0  adviCMi,  or 

fpnfft  «Me  pqUm«L  gprpel  W9(  framed  aod  pro^iul^ted 

mmld  late  \km  i]Mi$fi«d  wUI).  i)ii  Ut;«nded  apoi  o€  C4r 
\  <  j^b^lMS  rmwcipi^tioot  <^d  b'v  ioKehdcdirefu&Lof  FurUa^ 

nu^ifinpy  JT^fecia?  Sir^  ^e^  h^vc  deinoQftfaiiv^  prctaf  tlvit 
I  ^be  ^QiH;fiffim  fif  baib  wauld  not  b«ve  (atisfiei  rhc«)(. 

7Ni  ffro9(;b^  of  mohiOM  and  his  dilci^la  wnte^  tQ  b« 

ivi^  ?acfeiw<;ftt|  cwM  ^^e ;  ^twy  wqic  ta  Ik  feUififtd  oaly 

i  Qsi(l«41ii»sirmM.  Dirc^kwii   wlMk  thi5.  inwgtwUPUsi  qf 

;  "^  .    $lvf Mf  m^  md  deluded  follawcr^  ^cte  wflwncd-p^opt  iRitfc 

[  i^miidi^cjlAio^^  of  vtfxfiW'  <v  kgUUlut^^rf  Iha  or  that 

lim^^^rbii^  viiti,  %  n%f^  lor  tbcf  iiiv?r>aa  of  pwperty  5  tlxc 

[  sMUiWQf  ^1^  «^d  fiVei  re9^t  Q<^  ^^^  ^^^  FrCQCb  pldQ^ 

I  witlimt  cwip«igi)Eitj»i^  01;  e<||^iFa)e»&t;  ii  ^hc  cMmftiw  oC  aU 

Q^^VK  adflWt  that  th^  misfp.artvnc$  of  IrcUnd  vc  not 

fejcly  imputgWc  %Q  tbft  rj^oU  of  toi^d  Camden's  preview 

i;<J8pirv  or  tQ  i»hat  X  b^U^ye  tb^y  modeftly  ^nd  charitably 

\'  d0H>WQMCl  tbc  Wak  Wd  wiQ^cd  p<rficy  of  hb  Majcfty's 

1  pfcfcpt  Minitew*    TbV  ^^^  ^UjiiUJ.  to  ^low  that,  forniqr 

I  /  ?dwaiftic*ijwn  *iW  5>  iQn^  QPUrfe  of  ycar^,  arc  entitled 

Ift  their  fiwt^ia  the  \^Uxsi^.    I«  tn«b,  Sir,   if  the  fer- . 

1(«M  <rf  tb<?  CfQwti^   3^t  dlffejeor  periods,,  wwrc  anftrcr^  * 

<4bk  &X  thofe  ms^wXi  zxA  ^ycT  wciirring  diforrie^s  of 

^b}(  ioOQtry  whichj  {^evailcd  during   their   refpeftive 

adminiftratioDs, 
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adminiflnitions,  not  one  tould  be  exculpated  of  all  thofd 
whohav^at  anytrmehad  a  fhare  in  the  government  of  the 
emigre,  from  the  days  of  BurUigbf  ^acon,  and  Waifing* 
iam,  down  to  the  days  of  their  prefent  fucceflbrs  in  the 
refponfible  departments  of  the  ftate;  neither  Lord  Strojfford, 
a  name  not  free  perhaps,  from  juft  reproach,  -bat  illoftri* 
ous  alfo  for  talents  and  virtues  to  which  his  defcendant 
the  noble  earl  I  have  mentioned  muft  look  back  with 
Jatisfaftion  and  pride,    nor  Lord  Clarendon^   the  Dukes  of 
Ormonde  Lord  Somers,  Lord  Cawpir^   Sir  Robert  Wa^lr, 
Mr.  Pelham^  &c.  &c,    any '  more  than   thofe   whom   we 
ourfelves  have  known  at  different  times  entrufted  by  his 
prefent  Majefty  with  the  conduct  of  public  affairs.    But 
do  gentlemen  ferioufly  believe  that  all  the  fucceffive  mea-. , 
fures  of  fo  many  great,  enlightenedi  and  liberal  ffatefme'n 
were  .infpired    by  blind    ignorance,    tyrannical    oppreCi 
fion,  or  infatuated  folly?    Sir,   I trannot  agree  in  fuch  a^ 
lampoon,  both  on  the  memory  of  fo  many  great  men 
whom  I  have  learned  to  reverence  and  admire^  and  onth^ 
general  principles  and  pra£Hce  of  the  Englifh  government 
for  more  than  two  centuries.    I  belieVe  every  thing  which 
Wife  and  impartial  policy  could  fuggeft  has,    at  different 
times,  been  tried,  and  alas !    tried  in  vain,   during  that 
long  period ;   though  it  cannot  be  denied  that  occafion^ 
have  alfo  intervened,  where  paflibnf  prejtfdicei  and  Ihort* 
iighted  maxims  of  government  have  prevailed.     But  on 
the  whole, r  the  unavoidable  conclufion  is  this— *to  adopt  - 
the  words  of  one  of  the  learned  barrifters  to  whom  I  re- 
fcrred.in  an  early  part  of  what  I  have  fubmltted  to  the. 
Houfe,  as  I  have  feen  them  rcpoi-ted— <  There  Is  fomc 
^  radical  error  in  the  fyjfem  of  Iri(^  government,    and 
«  this  fhould  be  fought  for  and  corrected,  elfe  the  feeds 
«  of  difcontcnt  will  fruffify  for  ever.*    The  gentleman 

indeed 
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mdeed  feems  to  have  meant  a  raldical  error,  not  iq  tke 

\frame  and  iottftiiution^  but   in   ihe  adminiftratlon  of  the 

Irifh  Government.    That  opinion  I  have,  I  think,-  clear-r 

ly  refuted,.   To  what  remaming  fource  then  ire  we  ti^ 

trace  this  fundamental  defe A,  whofe  exigence  Is  fo  ma* 

nifeft  ?  To  what  other  dan  it  be  traced,  but  to  the  imper* 

fedions  incident  to  a  local  and  'dl(lin£t  Parliament,  in  a 

country  forming  but  part,   and  the  leaft  powerful  part, 

of'  an  exteniive  empire ;  to  that  Parliament  which,  though 

\  often,   and  how  I  believe  particularly,    containing  in  it 

men  of  as  great  talents  and  integrity  as  can  exifl:  any 

where,  has  yet,  after  the  experience  of  ages,  been  found 

inadequate  to  provide  an  effefhial  remedy  for  the  hitherto 

^Incurable  maladies  of  the  country  ?  *  ' 


< 


.  Pernjit  me.   Sir,  h^c  to  advert  to  certain  arguments  I 
)  have  lately  met  with,  to  prove  that  it  cannot  be  eixpe{ted 

:  that  an  incorporated  Legiflature,    ai!cmbled  at  Weftmia- 

I  fier,   ihould  be  able  to  tranquillize  Ireland,  or  gradually 

I  .  cftablifli  civilization  and  a  peaceable  fubmiffion  to  the 

I  authority  of  the  law^  among  the  lower  orders  of  its  inha«^ 

I  bitants. .   3uch  a  Parliament  will  be  unacquainted,  it  feems, 

f    .  with  the  local  circymftances  of  a  kingdom  .<  which  it 

^  never  fees,'  and  will  be  at  too  great  a  diftance  to  admi- 
nifter  in  time  to  the  wants  or  wifhes  of  the  people,  or  to 
\  ^  guard  againft  excefles  or  difcontents^^.    One  might  fuppoie, 

I  >,     from  thi&ftatement,  that  the  Irifli  Parliament  is  in  a  con« 

I  dnuflll  progrefs  through  the  ifland,  or  ready  to  fly  at  a  mo* 

ment  from  one  end  of  it  to  the  other,  whenever  wUhes 
are  to  be  gratified,  or  difcontonts  fuppre&ed.  Does  th« 
Brttiih  Legiflature,  in  its  aggregate  fbte,  ever  fee  moir&. 

*  ?  Mr,  F0pif'%  Speech,  p.  65. 

of 
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rf  <Jfeat  Britam  than  is  cemtaiticd  wfthlh  the  ivsilb  ef     * 

this  Of  the  other  Houfe  of  Parlfamentf  otis  it  titt  the 

province  of  the  Executive  Miirifters  of  Govettimettt,  wt 

of  the  LcgWafurc,  on  fadden  emerge'iicfes,  to  dil^eoA 

iftftant  favours  or  apply  inftaflt  cocrclofi,  ff  the  good  of^ 

Che  eommiiitity  fhall  require  the  ofie  ti>rt  of  ttiterpotifiofi  / 

or  the  other  i  fubjefl,  no  doobt^  to  the  eetifuf e  of  the 

Lrgiflature,  if  they  0iati  amieceflkrily  on  foch  dctatfdt!^    : 

trauffgrefs,  but  entitled  to  tedemnity  if  they  ihall  appeal 

to  ha^^  afted  wifely  ttt  exceeding^  the  bounds  of  their  ^ 

hwfui  authoriry.  ^ 

Siftte,  as  has  been  truly  lald^ «  neither  peace  nof  twf 
*  neeifarify  require  the  aft  of  cither  Leglflature^/  and 
the  fupreme  Executive  Government  in  London' Js,  by  the 
dbn^iitiotf  of  the  empiv^v  enmifted  with  the  eare  ef  ^e* 
fdTtog  anyfttddetf  and  unexpcAetf  iataifioA^endf  Ire^ 
haidf  bf  a  ffr^  muttaj,  one  wmOd  i  (hagine  die  braoch^ 
of  that  Exveuuve  Govemm^it  which  wiH  cottftfiue  reft* 
detft  bi  Defifiiiy  mighe  be  ftippof^d  ada^pikiKf  to  whirt^dr 
immeasiito  tai&xkns  mwf  emdxf eiiey  ^Ute  foddtfkf  scud  dfr* 
eipeded  sMy^aU  for^  «aw«fds  ttofap^i^e^^of  fio«» 
infijirfearioni  or  rebellion  in  thM  ^Mwcry^  '     ^ 

I  am  taotk  witlhig  attd  readf  w  attorw  afi  dtrr tfordksstff 
merit  to  tbif  energy  of  i^  Irilh  P^HfiifMmt  dttfhif 
ihe  late  fetal  retelBon,  which  the  cofleurrem  eiei-^M» 
of  both  Legiflatttres;  of  tl»o  EttcmWe  G^yvetmieM^  M 
bodb  coQtttriea,  and«  above  all,  of  the  br«ve  ttoopa  of 
Ireland  amd  Oteat  Britain,  xmdet  tho  benigft  piTOvideifOif 
of  Ood^  have  fa  fartuaatdy  rq>reCed|  though^  Ik^,  tM 
totally  extinguiihed  ^  but  I  ihould  thinlc  it  an  iH  compH* 

>  Mr.  Foft(,*i  Speech,  p.  53.  ^        , 

tteot 
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mentto  the Irifii  Parliament  and  the  Infli  nation,  were  I 
to  iuppofe  that  the  diftiqguiifbed  (hare  they  have  had  in 
the  happy  change  which  has  been  effeAed,  could  be  in  any 
great  degree  afcribed  to  the  impref^on  mad.^  by  a  proceffi* 
on  of  two  hundred  Members  of  that  Parliament^  with  the 
I  mace  at  their  head,  through,  the  ftrects  of  Dublin^  from 

College  Green  to  the  Caftle».      , 

[  It  Teems  this  idea  of  a  refident  Legiflature.  is  to  be  earn- 

r  ^d  fo  far  as  to  warrant  the  fuppofition,  that  if  Scotland 

had  had  its  Parliament  fifting  at  Edinburgh|  the  confpira* 

'  cy  which  has  been  traced  to  that  country,  would  have  been 

J  fooner  developed,  and  more  completely  crulhed^     hit 

then  recommended  that  the  Scotch  Union  fhould  be  dif> 

I  folved  ?  Or  is  the  Parliament  in  London  only  competent 

j  to  prefer  ve  tranquillity  on  the  fouth  fide  of  the  Tweed  ? 

*  '  '   ,-  ^ 

It  is  alked,  if  a  refident  Parliament  and  relident  gentry 
I  cannot  foften  the  manners,  amend  the  h^ibits,  or  promote 

!  -  ^  focial  intercourfe,  will  tjp  Parliament  and  fewer  refident 

[  g^ptry  doit^    I  anfwer  this  by  ai^other  quefti(Mi,  Has 

"what  is  called  a  refident  Parliament  done  it  ?  It  has  not» 
it  is  not  pretended. that  it  has.  .  And  as  to  the  United  Le- 
giflature being  no  Parliament  for  Ireland,  I  have  en-* 
deavoured;  and  I  truft  with  fuccefs,  to  fhew,  in  a  former 
$1  ]part  of  what  Obave  faid,  how  extremely  ill-founded  that 
propofition  is,  ^With  regard  to  the  refidence  of  the  Irifli 
gentry,  I  iball  fubmi^  a  few  obiervations  by  ^nd  by. 
None,  in  my  opinion,  are  requifite  in  anfwer  to  the  re- 
marks concerning  tMp  plots  which  have  exifted  in  this 
kingdom^  and  the  pertinacious  adherence  of  the  Welflh  to 
their  national  language^  and  of  the  Highlanders  to;theirs 

•  Mr.  Fcfti/s  Speech,  p.  66.  *  Ibid.  «  Ibid.  p.  64,  ' 

o  and 
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and  their  ancient  drefs*.  For  who  can  be  perfoaded  as  to 
thofe  circumftances  (the  firft  mod  ferious  indeed^  but  of  a 
temporary  nature,  and  arifing  from  accidental  caufes ;  the 
others  fuch  as  are  not  to  be  changed»  if  fuch  a  change  is 
Xeally  important,  but  t^y  the  gradual  and  flow  operation  of 
increafing  intercourfe)  that  there  is  any  fort  of  compariibn 
between  them  and  the  rooted  evils  of  habitual  reGftance  to 
all  law,  and  infurreftion  againft  all  legitimate  authority,  fo 
prevalent  in  Ireland  ? 

It  has  been  faid,  Will  a  legiflative  Union  appeafe  Ca- 
tholic difcontent,  or  afljiiage  the  anlmofity  of  the  Pro- 
teftants  i  I  anfWer,  I  am  fatisfied  the  feparaU  Parlia- 
xuent  of  Ireland  never  will,  perhaps  with  fafety  it.  never 
can,  admit 'the  Catholics  to  participate  in  the  higher 
political  privileges  of  the  flate;  and  the  Catholics  wUl 
never  quietly  fubmit  to  an  Irijb  Parliament  ciwilu- 
fively  ProteAant,  having  learned  to  confider  that  ezclu- 
five  jurifiiicStion  as  an  oppreffive  tyrannical  ufurpation  of 
the  few  upon  the  many.  Perhaps  a  United  Parliament 
may  find  it  fafc  (o  admit  them  \  and  if  their  admiffion 
were  fafe,  their  exclufion  would  thenceforward  be  unjuft* 
1  w|ll  not  how  enter  into  the  argument  of  that  grave  and 
momentous  queflion.  I  have  often  and  long  reflected 
upon  i(;  and,  if  t^e  occafion  ihall  ever  require  it,  I  ihall 
be  ready  freely  to  deliver  ray  fentiments  in  regard  to  it. 
I  do  not  think  the  prefent  occafion  calls  for  its  difcuffion. 
1  will  only  obferve,  that  it  feems  to  be  the  opinion  as 
well  oi  fome  of  thofe  who  underftand  the  interefts 
of  the  Proteftant  eftablifhment  and  are  moft  peculiarly, 
bound  in  duty  to  guard  and  maintain  them,  as  of  fome 
who  have  come  forward  in  public*  the  earned  and  zealous 
oppofers  of  the  Catholic  claims   fliould  the  prefent  local 

■^  Mr.  F«/f*r'5  Speech,  p;  67, 

,    *  Parliament 


(    99    )         , 

Partiatnent  r<!math— -of  the  venerable  Primate  of  Ireland, 

as  declared  iit  his  fpeech  on  the  22d  of  January  laft«  and 

\  of  Dr.  Duigenan^  z%  ftatcd  in  his  celebrated  anfwcr  to 

Mr.  Gni//^»»^— that  Catholic  emancipation,    as  it  is  af- 

feCledly  called,  might,  in  cafe  of  the  legiflative  incorpo- 

[  ^    ration  of  Ireland  with  this  country,  be  acceded  to  without 

'  danger.     The  words  o[  Dr.  Duigenan'  zre  remarkable. 

They  ftruck  me  much  on  the  firft  appearance  of  his  work, 

[  r  before  this  meafure  of  Uni6n  had  been  fq  generally  thought 

[  of  as  it  has  been  fince;  and  I  then  pointed  them  out  to 

\  the  attention  of^^many  of  my  friends.    I  believe  they  have 

;  already  been  refelrred  to  in  fome  former  debates ;  but  as- 

the  paflage  is  ihort,  I  will  take  the  liberty  of  reading  it, 

f  *  If  we  were  one  people  with  the  Britlih  nation,  the  prc- 

I  •«  pOnder^nce  of  the  Proteftant  body  of  the  whole  empire 

!*  *  would  be  fo  great,  that  all  rivaKhip  and  jealqufies  bc- 

1  'tween  Proteftants  and  Romanifls  Would  ceafe for  ever; 

I  ♦  and  it  would  not  be  neceflary,  for  the  faff  ty  of  the  em- 

\  <  pire  at  large,  to  curb  the  Romanifts  by  any  cxcliifive 
*  laws  whatfocver  »,•        . 

If  the  Catholics  fliould  not  be  admitted  into  the  United 
Parliament,  ftill,they  will  not  then  Have  to  complain  that  « 
they  are  excluded  by  a  great  'm'ajority  of  the  nation;  nor 
will  they  be  any  longer  expbfed  to  that  fenfe  of  a  morti* 
fying  and  galling  inferiority,  which  they  fay  it  is  the  habit, 
which  I  fear  it  is  in' the  nature,  of  their  local  Leglflature  to 
excite,  a6led  vjpon  and  ftirred  up  to' perpetual  exertions  of 
fcvere  authority,  by  the  JealouTy  and  apprehenfions  to 
which  the  ftfuggleis  of  the  Catholics,  atthcir  very -doors 
in  a  manner  and  under  their  immediate  eye^  continually 
give  rife. 

•  DuigenanH  Ao^^er  to  GntttaQ;  p.  79. 

05^  We 
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We  have  feen :  t^e  invalidity  of  the  reafons  by  which- 
feixieof  the  fupppfed  difad vantages  to  Ireland  pkely  toarife  ^ 
from  the  aflemhUngoftbe  common  Legiflatqre  out  of  that 
iiland  afni  at  the  metropolis  of  the  empire,  have  been  at- 
tempted to  be  proved.  Aisother  of  thofe  fuppofed  difad*^ 
vantages  remains  to  be  noticed.  It  is  faid  the.  prefent  ftate 
of  things  keeps  the  purfe  of  tbclrilh'fiatioh  in  the  honeft 
hands  of  an  |rifh  Parliament ;  and  that  if  a  number  infer!-* 
or  to  thofe  chofen'  by  Great  Britain  fhall  befent  from  Ire. 
laud  to  an  United  Legiflature^  they  will  carry  this  purfe 
over^  and»  laying  it  at  the  Minifter's  feet,  deliver  it  up  to 
his  full  power  and  uncoritrouled  difcretion*.  The  ftrici 
economy  of  the  IriQi  Parliathcnt,,  and  its  prudent  refiK- 
iaoce  to  the  calls  of  the  Executive  Government  for  pecu* 
,niary  fupplies,  however  ji^ft.  its  claim  to.that  praifc,  will 
noty  I, believe,  be  admitted  by  the  majority  of  thofe  who 
have  opfpofed  a  Union^  either  on  this  or  the  other  fide  of 
~  the  water,  But  has  any  body,  ever  fuppofed  that  York| 
Sriftol  s^nd  Liverpool^  or  Limericl?,  Cork  and  Waterford, 
have  run  a  greater  ri£k  than  Wedminftcr  and  Dublin,  in 
confiding  the  power  of  their  purfe  to  Parliaments  afietn- 
bled  in  thofe  laft-mentioned  cities  ?  Soppofe  a  partner  in 
a  mercantile  houfe  eftabliflied  in  Cork  to  come  to  Engt 
land  on  account  of  the  partnprfhip,  and  with  full  powor 
to  a  A  for.  it;  if  fu^h  a  perfon,  during  his  abfence  in  thk 
country,  Ihould  m^ke  a  draft  or  accept  a  bill  for  the 
gjcneral  behalf  of  the  concern,  would  there  be  more  dan-^ 
ger  of  injury  to  the  houfe  fromau  improvident  exercife 
of  his  power  in  that  refpe^l:  in  fuch  cafe,  than  if  he  had 
been  deputed  with  equal  authority  tQ  fome  other  city 
la  Ireland^  to  tierrj  or  Belfaft^^  dbd  had  e^ercifed  it 
thaere? 

But  wheii  fuch  topics  as  thefe  are  urged,  do  nat  Gentle*. 
^  Mr. /J^^ff's  5p«jccb,  p.  58,  59. 


tnent  for^  that>  aircor<£g^  to  the  Rerolutiensa  prQpofcd 
tQ  hp  carried  up  tq  th'e  Throne  witk  thi«  joint  adckcfi,  the" 
rate  of  t;»xatioa  between  the  two  kj^doms  is  to  be  regula- 
ted by  fixed  rules  and  principles^  to  be  agreed-upon  previ- 
ous, to  the  Unipa  ?  The  purfe  of  Ireland  therefore  will,  in 
a  peculiar  degree,  bai^£brits  guardians  not  only  the  mem- 
bers Iceland  (hall  eteA,  but  thofe  aliTo  chofen  by  Great 
/Britain,,  a^  ^ley  $:aii  never  concur  in  taxing  that  country 
without  impoiu^g  a  burden  on  this,  in  a  proportion 
which  IrejAiul  as  weH  s»  this  coutitry,  and  not  in  conjunc- 
tion ^ith  it,  but  while  ilill  in  its  diftin^t  and  feparatei 
ftate,  ihall  have  fan^lioned ;  and  hence  we  have  bo  occa- 
Scn^  here,^  to  recur  fo  the  argument  I  fome  time  ilnce  iUlv 
rshted  to  the  Houie  in  order  to  ibew  the  little  ground 
thereis  to  apprehend,  that  the  general  interefts  of  Ireland 
will  bft  overlooked  or  facrificed  by  ;&  United  Leglilatiire. 
lo-  this  material  inftance  of  taxation^  the  very  felfiihneft 
of  Gkeat  Britain  herfelf  will  proteA  (fince  there  are  ftill 
thpfe  .who  will  delight  in  viewing  th^ir  in^ereft?  as  di^r- 
cnt)  the  f^parate  purfe  of  Ireland. 

It>£Bema  to  be  chiefly  for  the  parppfe  of  meetilig  tbi$ 
argument Jhat  the  alarms  are  raifed  to  which  l  referred 
at>  the  ovt&t;  left  the  articles  of  Union  fiiould  be  in« 
fringed  t^  the  detrimefit.of  {reland^  whenever  an  infrac- 
dm^  tlieda  may  be  thought  beneficial  to  Grieat  Britain. 
-To  give  j:^»blttr  to  thefe  iqpprehenfioii»,  we  are  tdld  of  tb^ 
di&vdwal  !0f  the  coBifiad  of  1782.  This,  it  is  i^id,  mufif 
create  a  fufpkian  that  any  compaA  made  in  17^  may  jbe 
treated,  aa  lightly  K  1  have  fliewn  that  Ao  compact  of 
^  fiiit  iafifled  eH  cto  ba4;e  been  intended  in  1 78^  s  .thaC 
what^$ver  was  then  held  oiiit  t>n  the  part  0f  this  eountrf 
to  bees  iftr^^  adter^d  to ;  th^t  the  claim  of  the  Brili<^ 

»  Vide  9th  Rcfoluti<wi.  :;^ 

♦|»4r;  f«^#-'s  SpcwKi  p.  99^ 


,'  (      102      )  • 

ParHament  to  legiflate  for  Ireland  ha$  naver  been  renewed^ 
as  I anx  fatisfied  it  never  will;  but  that  when  there  is  a 
compa^ft  between' two  diftind  countries,  if  either  of  them' 
Ihall  break  its  part  of  it,  the  other  majr  be  able  to  refiime 
its  former  fituatioo,  whereas  in  the  cafe  of  an  incorporate-' 
ing  Union  that  is  impoffible;  and  that  itherefbre  foch  a 
compaft  can  only  be  broken  by  lawlefs  and  revolutionarfr 
Ttolehce :  which  if  it  were  attempted  with  fuccefi  after  a 
tJnion,  would  diflblve  the  whole  political  machine,  and  it 
no  more  to  be  dreaded  than  any  other  imaginable  and  poi^ 
fible  fubVerfion  of  the  flate. 

What  has  been  in  faA  the  cafe  as  to  the  Scotch  Unionf 
No  candid  man  who  is  verfed  in  thehiftory  of  hisipduntry 
fince  that  memorable  .tranfa^ton  will  v  deny  that  its 
fpirit,  in  all  its  clear  and  important  parts,  in  all  its  «  fun- 
«  damental  and  eflential  cc^ditions^,  has  been  adhered  to 
ever  fince  with  fcrupulous  and  iacredt  inviolability.  The 
contrary,  indeed,  has  been  often,,  and  was  early  attempt- 
ed to  be  proved  by  the  violence  of  faction  and  to  fcrve 
the  parpofes  of  the  day,  thougli  at  the  rifk  of  no  matter 
what  public  mifchief  and  confufion.  Si^ch,  among  others, 
was  the  attempt  in  I713>  when,  parties  running  high, 
the  reluctance  of  the  Scotch  to  fubmit  to  a  general  malt-^ 
tax  was  laid  hold  of,  and  their  reprefentatives  periiiaded, 
though  upon  a  doubtful  conftru£tron  of  one  of  the  fecon- 
dary  cjaufes  of  the  treaty,  and  one  whofe  effedt  at  beit 
was  only  to  be  of  a  temporary  and  iho£t  duration,  to  ratfe 
a  cry  that  thofe  articles  of  the  Union  which  were  in 
fiivour  of  Scotland  had  been  infringed ;  and  even  t6  bring 
forward  a  motion  in  Parliament^  for  its  formal  diflblutioni' 
a  motion  which  thofe  who  had  encouraged  it  were  far,  T 
believe,  from  iriihingto'^fucceed^  having  done  fo  merely^ 

-  *  Article  25.  ^  , 

*  ift  June  1 713.  hndi*  Debates,  vol.  U,  p.  594,    Con^uatTon  of  Ra-. 
puj,  vol.  xm»  p.  83. 

■        with 


^Ith  the  hope  tM  it  would  contributes  to  the  oyer  throw  of 
an  admmiftration  to  which  they  ezpeAed  to  fucceed. 

In  hunting  for  objeftiom  on  the  prcfcnt  occafion,  the 
circumftances  of  ihat  occurrence  have  been  eagerly  looked 
intO)  and  turned  and  twifted  in  a  great  variety  of  ways. ' 
3ut  as  one  of  the  laft,  and  certainly  not  the  leaft  of  thofe 
who  have  conceived  it  to  be  thein  duty  publicly  to  oppofe 
the  propofal  of  a  Union  between  Ireland  and  Great  Bri-^ 
tain,  fcarcely  appears  to  have  thought  they  could  be  em- 
ployed to  any  ufefulpurpofe  on  his  fide  of  the  queftion,  I 
do  not  deem  it  ncccflary  for  me  to  detain  the Hou|e  by. 
any  particular  obfervations  upon  them* 

'  J . 
I  do  not  cxaftly  underftand,  after  the  candid  dcclara* 
tioi^,  that  the  extenfion  of  the  late  income-tax  is  neither 
a  breach  of  any  of  the  articles  of  the  Scotch  Unioov  nor 
even  fufpedied  to  havc^  beep  meant  as  an  evaiion  of  itf 
;  why  It  is  pientibned  as  aSbrding  an  argument  to  perfuade 
Ireland  not  to  agree  to  ^  fimilar  Union.    *  Time  and  cir- 

*  cumftaniresy*  it  is  faid,  <  have  fet  afide  the  great  beneficial 
f  difference  in  taxation  which  induced  Scotland  to  coniqnt 

*  to  a  Uniona.'  And  we  are  told^  <  that,  laftead  of  tax- 
'  in]^  the  land,  the  income  arii^ng  out  of  the  land  is  taxed, 
« s^nd  ths^t  the  effeft  is  therefore  the.  fame  to  the  Scotch* 
«  man  as  if  the  articles  of  Union  were  broken''/  Sit 9  1 
fhould  like^to  aik  whether  when  the  tea,  the  coffee,  th^ 
wine,  the  fugar,  &c.  a  Scotchman  purchafes  with  the  in- 
come arifing  from  his  land  is  taxed  at  the  fame  rate  4s 
thofe  articljes  are  in  England,  it  might  not  as  well  be 
argued  that  this  alters  the  fettled  proportion  of  land-tax, 
and  amounts  to  a  virtual  breach  of  the  articles  of  Union  ? 

/Mr./ytfr'$Spe€ch,  p.96.  »» Ibid. 

But 


fiat  wliat  part  o£  the  biftory  of  that  tranfa£t!on  proves, 
that  a  difference  in  taxation  w^  t|ie  ruling  motite  with 
Scotland  upon  that  occafion  ?  The  ratio  of  the  tar  on  land 
between  the  two  countries  was  fettled  on  partitular  grounds, 
in  my  opinion  reaibnable  in  themfelves^and  fatisfaAory  to 
the  parties  concerned ;  they  may  be  feen  d:ated  at  length  in 
De  Fo^s  book.  In  regard  to  the  taxation  of  a  particular 
fort  of  be€r  or  ale  ufedoniy  in  §cotland|  a  di^erence 
was  alfo  ftipulated  for  in  favour  of  that  country',  and 
likewiie  an  exemption  from  certain  temporary  duties  then 
exiftiAg  hi  Engbnd^i  and  from  any  tax  to  be 'impofed 
on  malt  during  the  ,war««  But  as  to  all  the  other  great 
duties  of  quftoms^and  excife  th^n  in  force  in  England, 
and  all  duties  to  bei  impofed  after  the  expiration  of^thoie 
temporary  taxes,  except  in  the  cafe  of  the  fort  of  beer  I 
have  mentioned,  an  equality  of  rates  was  exprefsly  agreed 
to«>,  though  with  this  equitable  qualification,  that,  be- 
iides  a  certain  fum  to  bie  paid  inmiediately,  a  fund  ihould  ^ 
be  created  equal  to  fuch  portion  of  the  (hare  of  the  conw 
mon  revenue  which  would  be  railed  on  Scotland,  a^  might 
bOippIicable  to  the  then  debts  of  Enghmd  $  to  be  applied|^ 
in  the  firft  place,  to  the  ^tindion  of  the  debts  of  Scotlancf^ 
and  afterguards  tp  objeds  of  local  improvement  there  U* 

I  conceive  that  Scotland^  when  fhe  agreed  to  the 
Union,  looked  to  far  other  advantages  than  a  general 
add  iuppofed  beneficial  difference  in  taxation^  a  differ* 
cnce  fhe  could  always  infure  Without  a  Union.  She 
looked  to  advantages  which,  by  increafing  her  wealth  and 
general  income,  would  enable  her  to  flourifh  under  an 
equal  ratio  of  contribution, — ^the  points  the  two  parties 
bad  agreed  on  vexcepted, — to  the  common  exigencies  of 

»  Alt.  7.  *  Art.  ^f  10,  II,  12, >3, 14. 

•  Art.  14.  fopra,  p,  102.  «  Art.  7, 8, 14, 1$' 

•Art.  15.  ' 


(    105    ) 

tbe  United  State.     Whether  fhe  ha?  been  dif^ppointed  in 

that  motive  for  her  condut^,  and  that  profpe^^  t6  which  (he  '^ 

looked  for»vard)  I  will  now  proceed  to  inquire^    '  -^        !l 


Indeed,  that  Scotland  has  thriven  through  the  whole, 
courfe  oJFthe,prefent  century  to  an  extraordinary  degree^  in 
all  the  branches  of  national  wealth  and  improvement,  is  a 
fa<^  notorious  to  all  who  have  attended  to  the  progrefs  of 
that;  part  of  the  kingdom,  but  particularly  to  fuch^as  are 
acquainted  with,  or  moi^  intcreiled  in  her  concerns.  The 
truth  of  the  fa^a  therefore  does  not  feem  to  be  comtrovertr 
ed ;  but  it  is  faid  ^  the  argument  is  (hallow  which  attributes 

*  every  increafe  of  trade,  of  population,  of  wealth  in  Scot- 
^  land  from  that  day  to  this,  to  the  Union,  as  if  nothing 

<  was  due  to  the  progreffive  ftate  of  the  world  during  a  cen^^ 

<  tury,  and  Scotland  alone,  amidft  furrounding  natbns,  was 

*  to  have  remained  ftationary;*  and  it  is  added,  '  -if  fuch 

<  was  the  vicioufnefs  of  her  conftitution^  the  piiferies  of  her 

*  conftitution,  the  miferies  of  her  fituation,  or  the  depref- 

*  fioh  of  ber  lefources,  well  might  (he  have  accepted  any 

*  terms*.'  I  dp  not  believe  it  was  ever  the  intention  of  any 
bo(]y  to  afcribe  all  the  improvemen.ts  of  Scotland  exdudvely 
to  the  Union.  The  general  caufes  alluded  to  have  no  doubt 
operated  there,  but  one  might  a(k;n  this  place,  why  thofe 
caufes  are  fuppofed  to  have  been  of  fuch  powerful  ageficy 
in  Scotland  fince  1707,  but  of  none  in  Ireland  before, and 
fince  1782  i  .  ' 

It  is  often  difficult  to  afcertain  with  exadl,  precifion  the 
fpecific  caufes  of  national  profperity,  and  to  aflign  to  each 
its  true  (hare  in  the  general  eScA.  If  the  Union  put  Scot« 
land  in  a  fecure  fituation  of  participating  in  the  influence 

•  Mr.  F^fitr's  Speech  |  p.  104. 

P  of 


i 


I 


(    ic6    T  ^ 

df  events  aod.circumftanccs  which  were  dcftined  to  mefi-'' 

orate  in  i  greater  br  lefs  degree  all  die  parts  of  thcBritilb' 

dominions,  pauch  was  gamed  by  that  country,  and  thus  for 

I  think  I  have  already  proved;     I  have  referred  to  the  known 

oppreflion  exercifed  .towards  her  by  her  more  powerful  i 

neighbour  while  they  had  feparate  Parliamc^nts,  the  cbnti^ 

nuance  or  renewal  of  which  was,  by  the  Union,,  cftSually 

;  pfcrented.  I  have  moreover  (hewn  that  what  England 
then  pradtfeji  againft  Scotland,  though  to  her  own  detri* 
ment,  and  England  and  Greajt  Britain  long  afterwards  are  *      ; 

accufed  of  having  pra£Kfcd  i^ainft  Ireland,  may  be  agai^i  'j 

prafiifed  againft  her  by  a  feparate  government  remaining 
in  this  country.     This  is  no  threat;  none  now  living  wilK 

/  ever  be  fo  unwife  or  fo  unjuft  as  to  attempt  if.     But  can  | 

they  entail  their  wifilom  or  their  juftfee  on  fucceeding  ages 
and  their  yet  unborn  fucccflbrs  in  inftuenceor  power  ?  | 

1  ■  •■  ■  ~  i 

Argoments  and  faSs,  however,  fatisfaftory  a'nd  nume-  j 

rous,  might  eafily  be  adduced  to  ihew  that  the  Union  has  4 

not  merely  proved  of  this  negative  advantage  to  Scotland^  i 

but  has  been  in  a  great  degree  the  &re&  caiife  of  her  ia*  , 
creafed  pro^erity.     On  this  head  the  Houfe  cannot  have 

forgot  the  powerful  and  convincing  flatemeht  made  on  a  \ 
former  day  by  a  Right  Hon.  Gentleman  peculiarly  (killed  in             \~      'i 

the  hiftory  and  fituation  of  that  country.     I  (hall  there^  1 

fore  content  myfelf  whh  adding  only  a  very  few  eircum*  * 
ftances  to  what  w^s  det^led  upon  that  occafion* 

If  I  can  make  it  probable  that  the  trad^  of  Scothnd  has         ~  ^ 

incr^afed  fmce  the  year  1707,  in  a  greater  ratio  than  that  .    j 

of  England,  I  think  I  (hall   have  a  right  to  conclude  that  ' 

this  cxcefs  in  the  imprd^vement  of  the  former  country  has  .     .   I 

been  1 

.  ;  '  -  •      -   '  '  -      'i 
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httn  owing  to  the  Union.  That  tranfaflion  was  not  likely 
to  benefit  England  in  the  fame  proportion  J  other  general 
.caufes  of  melioration  would  probably  d6  fo  ta<a  greater  ex- 
tent, from  her  Atperior  advantages  of  climate,  fituatioo, 
ai^d  Capital.        - 

^  The  fads  !  ha^e  to  JflateV*  thde':  The  Scotch  duties  . 
<jf  cxdfe  at  the  titoe  bf  the  Union  amounted  .only  td 
^0,000/.  tJiofe  of  CuiloafS  to  35,060/.— or,  together  to 
65,000/.  At  that  timfe  the  cuftoms  rf  England  wete 
'*j3+«>559?-  the  exdfe  $4y^6tli~togeihtr,  2,i8$,t6i/.< 
According  to  the  account  attff^ced  to  the  23d  Report  "of 
the  late  Committee  of  Finance,  it  appiears  that  the  grofs 
total  receipt  from  the  cuftbms  of  {Scotland  in  the  year 
1797  was  4039536/.,  from  the  exciife  <rf  that  country 
^58,173/.  Thofe  two  fimrs  added  together ui^e  1,361,70^/. 
tft  ErtgUnd  the  gtbfe  amount  recdtred  in  the  faihe  yeat 
frbaj  the  tuftoms  Wa$  6,124,346/.,  that  ftotn  the  excife 
ll,080,O44/.-^t0gether  17,204,390/.  No«^,  Sir,  thatfum, 
large  as  it  Is,  falls  esixetttely  (hort  indeed  bf  what  it  fttbxild 
hivebten  If  the  advance  in  its  amount  hadb^en  in  the  fen^ 
prbporiioft  as  that  which  appears  to  have  taken  jflace  ift 
regard  to  the^iiftoms  arid  exclfe  4n  Sbbtkhd ;  for  it  ^ill  bft 
found  that  by  that  ratio  the  amount  for  England  W&uldhkve 
been  very  near  forty-eight  millions% 

It  may  indeed  with  truth  be  faid,  that  the-  rate  <rf"lhote 
iduties  wa^  very  conflderably  bwe#i^  Scodand  tihan  in  Eng- 
land at  the  ttfld^  bf^'the  Uitrotli  but^  although  by  the  fiiy 
^ittlartions  of  that  treaty  they  weit<with  the  eitc^tio^  I 

^  iDtfFi!?^,p;  123.  Treaty  of  Union,  Art.  xv.  ft.  5  Ann.  c.  S- 
'•^5,000  :  2,289,161';:  1,361,70^:  ^779S^iil9tiUV' 
-  P2  hav^ 


,   (    io8    ) 

l^avc  mentioned)  to  become  the  fame  after  it  in  both  coun-» 
tries,  yet  Parliament,  author ized  fo  to  do  under  the  I4.th 
article  of  the  't'reaty,  has  in  tru^h  fo  greatly  favoured  Scot- 
land fincc  iii  refpe<a  of  two  of  the  main  objecSs  of  excife  re^ 
venue,  malt  and  diftilled  fpirits,  that  the  firft  in  that  coun*- 
try  does  riot  now^  and  did  not  in  the  year  1797,  pay  more 
than  one  half,  and  the  other  (lot  two-thirds  of  the  £ngli(h 
duties  ^i  It  is  alfo  to  be  obferved,  that  a  heavy  duty  on  oia*r 
py  articles  confumedin  Scotland,  fuch  as  tea,  fugar,  coffee, 
^c.  &c.  and  which  is  therefore  in  tr^th  paid  by  that  coun- 
try, is  now  collected  in  England. 

But  if  another  mode  of  companion  ftould  be  preferred^ 
we  may  find  the  materials  for  it  in  De  Foe^  That  writer 
informs  us**  that  it  had  been  eftimated  that  the  cuAom  and 
cxclfe  of  ScQtland,  if  put  on  the  fame  foot  with  thofe  taxes 
in  England  at  the  time  of  the  Union,  would  have  produced, 
-rtcuftoms  70,000/.— rexcife  40,000/. — in  all  u  0,000/. 
Now^  even  this  fqm  will  be  found  to  be,  to  the  produce 
pf  thofe  duties  in  England  at  that  time,  not  as  the  prefent 
produce  ,in  Scotland  is  to  that  in  England,  but  as  it  is 
to  a  fum  exceeding  that  by  much  more  than  one-half,  y'y^y 

Upon  the  whole,  therefore,  I  think  it  is  impoffible  not 
to  fee  {hat  the  produce  of  thofe  tWo  great  branches  of  re- 

^  The  duty  on  fait  ufed  tn  Scotland  is  now  but  in  the  pro« 
portion  of  4  to  10  to  that  in  England,  ft.*38  Geo.  III.  c.  89. 
The  pofl-office  duty  is  alio  much  lower  in  Scotland,  39  Geo. 
ill.  c.  77. 

**  P.  f88. 

«  iio,poo  :  2,289^161  :  :  ^,^^i^lO(^^^%^y]^<)^^t^%i%V' 

venue> 
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yehuc,  which  may  be  taken  as  tolerably  etafimcafures  of 
the  trade,  both  foreign  and  internal,  of  each  country,  has, 
even  upon  the  fuppofition  of  an  equality  of  rates,  ii«creaf- 
ed  in  a  much  greater  proportion  \n  Scotland  than  in  Eng- 
land. 

But  we  are  a(ked,  *  Has  Scotland  advanced  in  profpe- 
*  rity  fince  the  Union  as  much  as  Ireland*  V  Any  one  who 
had  given  entire  credit  to  the  frequent  complaints  of  ty- 
rannical oppre0ion  exercifed  by  this  country  aloiofl  con- 
ftaritly  towards  Ireland,  might  be  apt  to  Conceive,  that 
whatever  (hould  make  it  probable  that  the  improvement  of 
^Scotland  had  done  much  more  t^an  keep  peace  with  that 
of  England  during  that  period,  muft  tend,  a  forttoriy  to 
{hew  that  it  muft  have  greatly  furpafled^  that  of  Ireland* 
But  knowing  how  ofrenf  thofe  complaints  have  been  made 
from  party  confiderations,  or  diflated  by  fpleen  and  ill  hu« 
mour,  I  do  not  think  we  ought  to  content  ourfelves  with 
fuch  a  general  prefumption* 

No  fingle  branch  of  trade  or  manufaflure,  common  to 
the.  two  countries,  can  afford  a  fatisfadiory  criterion  by 
which  to  decide  the  queftion.  The  linen  trade  has  been 
compared,  and  calculations  have  been  ftated  to  ihew  that 
Ireland  has  outrun  Scotland  very  much  in  that  branch* 
But  linen,  though  a  great,  is  far  from  the  only  confidera- 
ble  manufadure  of  Scotland.  It  is  admitted*  to  be  the 
only  one  of  any  moment  in  Irelaii^.  Perhaps  a  compa- 
rifon  of  the  annual  revenue  of  each  will  furnilh  a  better 

(  -  «  Mr.  jF(j/?^r's  Speech,  p.  104. 

'  I  think 


A 
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I  think  ie  wlU  not  bQ  denied,  that»  to  meet  the  extraior* 
dinftrjr  expenfes  of  the  times,  the  taxes  in  Ireland  have 
been  drained  of  late  tb  nearly  as  high  a  pitch  as  is  con- 
fifteiAt  with  th$  eafe,  comfort,  or  induftry  of  its  inha(bitants ; 
at  leafty  whoever  is  acquainted  with  the  two  countries  will 
allow,  to  judge  from  general  appearances  in  each,  that  the 
people  of  Scotland  as  are  littJIe  overpowered  by  the  prefliire 
pF  their  fhare  of  the  public  burdens  of  this  kingdom,  as 
thofe  of  Ireland  are  by  the  taxes  levied  on  thcnfi.  If  I  may 
take  this  for  granted,  it  will  follow,  without, going  into  the 
different  rates  of  dirties  impoTed  on  the  different  objeds  of 
taxation  in  each^,  that,  of  the  two,  that  country  which,  in 
proportion  to  its  population  and  najtural 'advantages^  yields 
^  the  greateft  annual  amount  of  public  incotne  muft  be  in 
the  moft  prpfperous  fituation. 

Now  bow  (does  t)ie  cafe  ftand  ?  Scotland  is  acknowledge 
ed  to  contain  much  fewer  inhabitants  than  Ireland,  though 
in  extent  the  firft  fomewhat  exceeds  the  latter  country  ^ 
the  foil  of  Scotland  is  much  the  ]tsA  fertile ;  its  climate  is 
jRot  {o  temperate  as  that  of  Ireland  \  and  its  ports  an(}  other 
natural  advantages  for  foreign  trade,  one  great  fource  of  re* 
venue,  are  much  inferior* 

*  The  duty  Oft  diftflled  fj)irits  in  1797,  ^**  ^^^  higher  id 
Ireland  than  in  Scotlat^d,  atid  is  fd  Ml  Tlsat  oti  ittalt  it  Seou 
hfid  is  now  bat  yid.  ^*f  pet  Winchefter  btrfliel,  Or  gr.  jJ.  per 
qnartef ;  In  Ireltftd  it  is  6#.  &i.  Ir.  or  6^  Br.  per  barrel.  A 
Inrtel  ir.  h  about  5  bciftel*,  a  qoarttr  %  bulheb.  The  duty  in 
Enghnd  is  bat  ictf.  6^  p«f  quarter.  The  rata.of  the  p^ftage 
of  letters  In  Ireland  and  Scotland  in  1797,  were  nearly  the 
fame,  and,  I  believe,  continue  to  be  fo» 

Yet, 


I 

I 


(  III  ) 

Yet,  with  fo  many  differences  in  favour  pf  Ireland,  it 
wil]  be  found  that  the  grofs  revenue  levied  in  Scotland  in 
the  year  l)efore  the  laft,  which  is  the  lateft  period  of  which 
I  have  been  able  to  get  a  fuU  account  for  both  countries, 
can^e  within  confiderably  le(s  than  )  00,003/.  of  that  of  ire- 
land.  *  The  latter  amounted  to  1,965,130/.  Ir.  equal  to 
1,813,966/.  Br.**;  the  foroier  to  1,734,47a/.  leaving  a 
difference  only  of  79,494/f  •  According  to  the  many  ad- 
vantages I  have  -jufl:  ftated  as  belonging  to  Ireland,  if  the 
two  countries  were  in  an  equal  degree  of  pjofperity,  the 
revenue  of  Ireland  pught  to  have  exceeded  that  of  Scotland 
in  an  infinitely  greater  proportion.        / 

I  have  fpokcn  of  jg^r^  revenue;  but  the  expehfe  of  col- 
le£iion  is  fo  much  lefs  in  Scotland  than  in  Ireland  (probably 
aUb  an  effe£i  of  the  Union),  that  on  the  comparifon  of  the  ' 
flit  produce  of  each,  the  balance  turns  very  confiderably 
in  favour  of  Scotland;  for,  in  the  fame  year,  the  net  pro- 
duce of  the  Scotch  revenue  was  1,487^036/. ;  that  of  Ire- 
land only  1,437,516/.  Ir.  or  1,325,937/.  «  Br.  Here  the 
difference  is  no  lefs  than  160,099/.  in  favour  of  Scotland) 
being  the  fum  which  that  country  contributed  inore  than 
Ireland,  in  thatyear,  to  the  general  aggregate  expenditure 
of  the  Empire)  cpnfidered  as  a  whole. 

The  ftatenient  as  to  Scotland  I  have  extra^ed  from  the 
accurate  repqtts  of  the  Finance  Cpmrnu^.  Thofc  rcf- 
peftipg  Ireland  come  frpm  a  fpurpe  which  I  can  rely  upon 
as  perfedly  authentic. 

^13/.  Ic.  make  12/,  Br.  afid  13  :  la  :  j  1,965,130  : 
»,8i3»96$^^-  /        .  ' 

*  13  :  la  :  :  i^fSM*^  -  i>3»6;937l|^- 

It 


'  (      »I2      ) 

It  is  faidy  the  trade  of  Glafgow,  Che  chief  commerciai 
city  of  Scotland,  has  dccreafed  fince  the  Amcricart  war*** 
If  this  were  correS,,  I  do  not  fee  what  inference  could  be 
drawn  from  it  in  regard  to  the  effect  of  the  Union-  But  I 
have  extremely  good  authority  for  (Isiting,  that  although 
the  merchants  of  that  city  have  loft  the  Virginia  trade  in 
confequence  of  the  American  revolution,  their  commerce 
and  navigation  are  on  the  whole  very  confidefably  augment- 
ed. They  have  now,  particularly,  a  very  extenfive  traffic 
wiCh  the  Weft  Indies,  of  which  they  had  none  formerly  ;- 
and,  as  to  their  manu^dures,  that  of  cotton  is  immenfe, 
and  the  reft  are  in  general  at  leaft  quadrupled  within  the 
laft  twenty  years.  * 

But  has  the  population  of  Scotland  kept  pace  in  ^ue  pro- 
portion with  that  of  Ireland*?  Sir,  the  population  of  Ire- 
land is,  as  I  have  faid,  undoubtedly  confiderably  greater,  in 
proportion  to  its  extent,  than  that  of  Sciotland;  but  if  the 
much  fmaller  number  of  inhabitants  of  the  latter  pofTefs  as 
fnuch  or  more  ufeful  wealth,  that  is,  if  thev  can  with  equal 
cafe  to  themfelves,  which  I  have  endeavoured  to  render 
probable,  contribute  as  much  or  more  towards  the  exigen- 
cies of  the  public  as  thofe  of  the  former,  it  it  very  difficult 
to  fee  how  Ireland  can  be  confidered  as  in  a  ftate  of  more 
rapid  progreffion  in  point  of  riches  and  individual  or  nati- 
onal profperity  than  Scotland. 

I  cannot  help  fulpeSing,  however,  that  there  are  fome 
great  miftakes  on  the  fubjed  of  the  populatioii  of  thefe 
kingdoms,  and  the  progreffive  increafe  of  numbers  in 
each   during  the' prefent  century ;  that. the  numbers  in 

*  Mr,  Fpftefi  SpcCch,  p.  105.  •Jbid. 

Ireland 


(  ttj  ) 

OS  trdlMd)  Wh6ft  ftMb'ifafitd  theli  ^n^  Iktid  iA(^6  thith  a 

.  A^HItdti  H^^  ii;df^  f^fiS  ndW^  >r>pii)a^bh  t>r  htitr  four  rhdl^ 

Otis  tin^  «  haH'«.    f  ^  not  ItttoW  fi^iA  w^^ttte  thtk  num^ 

hH$^  ^H  l^ftft  foft^  i6f  ;<ii6m,  rhzf  hASte  been  tak^A ;  Wi 

I  fiatements  might  iuve  been  found,- accorrftftg  to  HfrhJdt 

I  the  compariibn  would  have  turned  out  dill  more  to  the 

I'  sijJva^tage  of  &e  argtiifieftt  for  tltd  fake  df  ^tch  rt  hi^  bden 

'  ■  madet 

Accwding  t6  Di  '^&t^  xht  riumbct  rf  inh^taitts  ift 

Stoflattd  at  th?  time,  ©f  the  Unidn  was,  inftead  of  tjrie, 

!      ^  tfteemed  to  be  two  iiifntofrt«> ;  and  mott  of  the  modfitn 

\  '  eaJctdatiofts  have  reduced  thetti  in  otif  iitttt  to  the  nutt^ber^ 

■  ftatcrf,  of  iA6ut  a  miHion  and  a  half*,   fon^  confidtifaWy 

;  undei^.     On  the  other  hand,  all   the  authorities  I  have 

i  '  happened  td   twret    wkh  fbr    faifiiig  fhft   ^iriatibil  of 

Ireland  fo  high  as  four  miltions  and  a  half,   according 

to  what  i  have  juft  now  mentioned^  except  that  mofl: 

relpedable  one  to  which  I  then  meant  |o  refar^  are  to 

^      '  W  foitfid  in  pubikatklns  which  fur idfli  ethers  <^  equid 

Wdghl  fdr  tafctntg  it  ftiU  btgh^,  Itamifty,  at  fiv«  btU'^ 

.    Irons**. 

*  Mr.  /o^r'j  Speech,  p.  165.  »» Ibid.  p.  165.  ' 

^  '     *  Chalmerses  Eftimaw.  p.  214:,  n6fc ;  €it  f.Sintiotr*^  lJ<at!(ticfe1  Accbuflt 
of  Scotland,  vol.  XX,  p.  621. 

*  Dr.  H^ehftir*t  l*AdUs.    I&t.  H^fbpf,   !ff  175^,   rtfad*  th^M^  only 
*>265,38o;  Sir  7.  Sinclair^  in  1798,  1,52649*. 

I  <'  Four  niiUions  and  a  half  MefTrs.  Hamilton  Hovfan  and  TW:^  J^^^^"\ 

I  Trial,  p.  80 :  Report  of  the  Secret  Committee  of  the  Houfc  of  Commons 

*  ,  of  Ireland,  17981  Appendix  No.  xxii.  p.  19$;  Mr,  5eough*$  Authentic 

i  Statement 


(     IM     ) 

But,  Sir,  is  it  conceivable  tbat  Scotland,  having  in  the 
laft  hundred  years  improved  fo  much  in  trade,  manu* 
fa£hire$,  and  agriculture,  having  been  vifited  by  no  vio- 
lent epidenoica)  diftempers^  aitd  certainly  Hot  having  on 
the  whole  fiifFered  more,  notwithftanding  the  two  Ihort  re-- 
bellions  in  17 15  and  1745,  than  Ireland  from  intern^  dif*^ 
turbances,  fbould  have  experienced  either  a  diminution  of 
one  fourth  or  more,  or  even  but  an  increafe  of  one  third  of 
her  population,  while  that  of  Ireland  has  been  multiplied 
four  or  five  ftJd*?  ^ 

It  is  truf»  more  authentic  calculations  do  not  carry, 
the  population  of  the  latter  fq  high.  Dr.  Pricey  in  1773, 
reckoned  it  only  1,908,207,  and  he  then  computed  that 
of  Scotland  at  one  million  and  a  haU^  Lord  Aueklandy  in 
his  Letters  to  Lord  Carlijle  m  1779,  fays,  *  the  common 
*  large  calculation'  of  the  numbers  in  Ireland  was  at 
that  time  .two  millions'^.  Lord  Norths  in  the  debate  on 
the  Irilh  Propofitions  in  1785,  ftated  them  at  2,300,000  **> 

Statement  of  the  Pjoccedings  of  the  Roman  Catholics  of  Dublin,  9th 
of  April  1795.  p.  37.  Five  miUiohs,  Mr.  Lttvitu,  ibid.  p.  37.  Mr.  £«- 
meti:  Report  of  the  Secret  Committee  of  the  Houfe  of  Lords  of  Ireland: 
1798,  Appendix,  Na.  vr.  p.  33. 

*  J  think  I  conld  ftate,  from  a  compariibn  of  the  reipeAive  rates  and  pro- 
dace  of  the  duties  on  ftilled  Spirits  in  Scotland  and  Ireland,  very  ftron|^ 
prefumptive  reafons  for  believing  that  the  quantity  confumed  is  as  great  ia 
the  former  as  in  the  latter.  If  ^c  fuppofe  the. individual  ufe  of  whifkey 
in  each  to  be  nearly  the  feme,  this  would  lead  to  a  very  different  propor* 
tion  in  the  refpedave  population  of  each,  ft*bm  that  fumzfhed  by  tl^  com- 
mon calculations. 

^  Price  on  Reverfionary  Payments,  p.  18^,  note. 
•P.  831. 

*  30th  May  1 785,  PafUamcntary  Reg^ef ,  vol.  xviii.  p.  425* 

and 


and  he  does  not  appear  to  have  been  contradiftcd.  In- 
deed in  the  fame  debate,  a  Gentleman  who  is  a  native  of 
that  country,  admitted  them  to  be  under  two  millions 
and  a  halfa.  So  late  as  1792,  Mr.  Burhy  throughout 
his  Letter  to  Sir  Hercules  Langrijhe^  takes  them  at  three 
millions.'*  In  that  year,  however,  the  fubjed  having 
been  mjich  attended  to  in  Ireland,  particularly  by  the 
late  Mr.  Bufie^  one  of  the  con(imiffioners  of  the  re- 
venue there,  according  to  the  accounts  which  were  then 
exhibited  to  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  the  number  of 
houfes  in  Irdand  was  computed  at  701,102,  which, 
reckoning  5  perfons  to  each  houfe,  gives  3,5054510  for 
th/e  number  of  inhabitaots;  at  5^)  3t356,Q6i }  and  at  6, 
4,206,612.  Dr.  Beaufort  thinks  it  «reafonable,  ^  when 
^  we  take  into  confideration  the  great  populoufiiefs  of 
^  the  pooreft  cottages,  the  inany  crowded  houfes  in  Dub- 

*  lin  and  other  large  towns,  a^id  that  the  univerfity,  bar- 
^  racks,  hofpitals,   and  public  offices  are  not  included  in 

*  the  hearth-moi[iey  returns'  (according  to  which  the 
number  of  houfes  had  been  calculated,}  to  rate  the  num- 
ber of  perfons,  on  the  hypothecs  of  only  701,102  houfes, 
at  the  medium  reckoning  of  5I'  to  each  houfe,  and  to 
ftate  the  population  on  the  whole  at  about  3,850,000^. 
He  appears  to  have  had  communications  with  Mr.  Bujhe 
on  the  fubjed,  and  therefore  this  may  be  conjedlured  to  have 
been  aUb  the  ppinion  of  that  very  accurate  and  intelligent 
perfon.  * 

This  laft  computation  may,  perhaps,  be  near  the  truth. 
My  fcepticifm  is  chiefly  with  regard  to  the  received 
<)pihions  as    to  the  population  of  Scotland,  concerning 

•  Parliamentary  ReglAer,  vol.  xviii,  p.  446. 

,f  P.  69.  7».  74. 

t  JVI^molr  of  9  Map  of  Ireland,  i4i» 

Q^«  which, 


whichi  I  ikxjnk%  I  could  adduce  m^sy,  &£U  »i4  avgumentSi 
befidefi  the  genes^  <;Qafi)Qkrat49ns  I  have  luiu«d  at,  to  rw^ 
4ec  k  prot)able  tba^  it  approaches  ne^er  thix  of  Iii9lan4)  lb(v' 
l\0  doubt  very  CQtitfid^iably  uacjler  it^  tba^has  of  bt&b^^H 
generally  fij^pofcd. 


Among  the  reafom  drawn  from  ^ -fappdftd  ^eeuliar 
fituation  Of  Scotbnd  b^fepe  the  Uniofi^  yMeh  are  though 
to  (bew  that  fMch  a  qioafara  might  be  ^ory  advantageous  lo 
that  country,  without  bt Mtg  fb  tairaland,  are  two,  conce^n^ 
ing  which  I  will!  fay,  a  veiy^  hw  wor«te.  They  have  bteH 
adduced,  I<  pitefume^  prtncipaHy  as  inftanoe^  of  Hw  com-? 
parativQ  ^  vicioirfheft^  of  the  eonftilirHon  of  3eotbiid,  and 
^  to  jufHfy  the  opinion  that  it  wafr  not  worth  pref^rving^/ 

I.  One  is,  « that  the  two  Hoofes  fet  together/  i,  e.  that 
ihwo  were  not  two  HouCes,  ^and  that  the  King,  by  hfs 
^  power  of  Qr<e^iug  Peera,  gqiiU  at  any  time  0(Ker[»wcr 
.  */  the  voicQi  0^  th^  ComoDons^.' 

^  The  oilbiBlS  ^  ^t  thf^  Sfiotsh  Phdiameat,  «v!ea  witk 
i  this  iflipfif  (^  cooftittttioni  bad  not  a^diberatitKo  power,. 
^  becat^p  it  could  di&Miift  no  fubyed  bat  what  waa  prsviou^y 
^  prepared  by  the  Lords  of  the  Articles'*/ 

t.  As  to  the  firft,  tbei;o  ceirtaioly  waa  bu^  000  Hoiife 
in  tfaie  Scotch  Parli^mc^t,.  which  continMed  vx  ^  V9t 
{ft&,  toixefemble  tb^  oi^ioa):  6ii:m  of  tlie  £ngH(k^  bui^ 


(  m  > 

il  is  aptipt  q(  cooficlpc^lc  doubt  ivbethar  aaa&  of  tkai 
Farloiieiit  (which  wa&  originally  cooBdered  a»  coai« 
pofed.i^f  fbui:  ^(Ztii^  iftaxev  ^  after  the  Abolition  o£ 
tt)ye  prdacy,r  smi  to  the  very  laft,  of  three;  i.  Noble^ 
itieat  z..  BaronSy  i»  <.  repre(enUtive$^  of  {btires;,  and,  ,^ 
Bunows,  ^  1^  meovbec^  fot  boroughs)  was  valid  witbouti 
a  coacurrence  q£  the  nujority  of  each  eftate^  There  are 
great  authorities  on  both  fides  of  the  queftfoa^;  and  iJML 
very  doubt  feems  to  prove  that,  in  all  cafes  of  import* 
an€c>  fiich  ^OQ^ttisf  nee  bad^  ia  faifi,  taken  place.  In  the 
lifts;  q£  the  diviiims  oa  the  treaty  of  Union,  preferv^d 
by  De  F^^,  it  appeafPs  that  the  votes  of  each  eftat^  were 
kepl^  diftiad;,  and  tksu^  oa  every  qiHAba  divided  upoo 
and  carried,  tbeiie  wa^  a  m^ority  of  each^.  Be  thie^ 
point)  however^  as  it  may,  it  wou]4  feem  that  the  Crown: 
had  not  found  it  expedient  to  exercife  its  prerogatiy^«  bjr 
creating  an  excefs  in  the  number  of  Peers ;  for,  in  fad, 
at  the  time  of  the  Unienr  (be  wbole  numhei;  ef  Nobfe-  . 
mea  ia  the  Parliament  of  Scotland  Mcaa  but  i  S4k^  w^ile 
that  of  the  Commonrrs  was  I.5&^  Eady  in  the  prf^od^ 
ieg  reigp  t^  Uh  than  cweaty-iix  neaiibe;r&  for  counts, 
had  been  added  at  once  to  the  repre&ntative  part  .of 
the  legjiflature  of  Scotland<^  y  afterwards  aa  addi^ooal 
Pflxliaoieatary  borougb  waiL  ereded;  and  a  very  ibocC 
time  before  the  the  UniQn>  M0.  Fki^r  of  Sakoua  had 
propofed  to  provide  by  ftatute,  <  that  in  all  time  coming, 
^  fiK  ^9cery  noblenaav  tbatikouldbQ  cseated  there*  {|)OQld 
<  be  a  biuon   added  to   the  pariiaweat^/    HLs^  motioa^ 

*  CraJ^  de  Feudis^  Ub.  L  dieg.  7.  $  n.    Ma€lf»xk*sla(iitvitcs^  p.  4PU 
Wi^ht  on  Elcdions,  p.  83;, 
^Z>^Ar,  App«(idi!f,  F.  3».  p.  66r(.    S^.x&.p.  669. 

^ Sc.  AAs,  ift  ParL  2d  fef.  Will  and  M.  c«,ii.  1690.  p.  %88. 

did 


(    ii8    ) 

did  not  indeed  pafs ;  but  from  the  known  hiftopy  of  the  aft 
of  fecurity,  which  the  popular  intereft  in  that  very  Parlia- 
ment had  been  able  not  only  to  carry  there,  but  to 
force  the  Queen  to  aflcnt  to,  is  it  too  much  to  con- 
clude that  if  the  method  of  outnumbering  the  Commoners 
by  creating  new  Peers  had  been  attempted,  which  is  fup- 
pofed  to  have  been  fo  eafy,  fucb  a  motion  would  have  been 
lefs  unfuccefsful  ? 

2.  As  to  the  Lords  of  the  Articles,  what  has  been  ob- 
fcrved  on  that  fubjc6l  is  dearly  the  effcft  of  ovcrfight  > 
many  years  before  the  Union,  by  an  a£l  of  the  Scotch  Par- 
liamentS  the  infiitution  had  been  totaUy  aboliflied,  and  it 
inade  as  litde  a  part  of  theconftitutionof  Scodand  in  1707, 
as  the  Court  of  Star-chamber  or  High  Commiffion  Court 
did  of  that  of  England, 

*  Before  I  quit  this  fubjeA,  of  the  advantages  Scotland 
has  derived  from  the  Union,  I  muft  beg  leave  to  take  no-» 
'  tice  of  a  paflage  or  two  in  <  Smith\  Wealth  of  Nations;*  , 
from  which,  taken  by  themfelves,  and,  even  in  that  detached 
fiate  fingularly  mifunderftooid  and  miftnterpreted,  inferences 
have  been  drawn  or  furmu%;d,  as  if  that  judicious  and  im- 
partid  writer  had  not  conceived  that  that  event  had  tended 
to  improve  die  profperity  of  his  nadve  country. 

We  have  been  told  here,  that  he  has  imputed  the  in- 
creafed  trade  of  Scodand  to  the  eftabKfliment  of  banks.-<- 
He  has  certainly  faid,  that  within  five-and-twenty  or 
thirty  years  from  the  time  in  which  he  was  writing, 
many  private  banking  companies  had  been  ereded  in 
every  confiderable  tbwn  and  in  many  country  villages  of 

•  Sc.Aa«,iftParl.WilL&M,jdfcf.  c.  j.  16901  p.asa 

Scotland^ 


,    (    "9    ) 

Scofland^  and  he  g^ves  it  as  bis  opinion,  *  that  the  tountry^ 
^  had  derived  great  benefit  frOm  that  circumftance^.'  I 
have  no  intention  to  queftion  that  opinion.  The  rea-, 
fons  by  which  be  Aipports  it  have  great  force;  though j 
by  the  by,  it  is  a  remarkable  circumftance,  that  the 
period  he  ctientions  will  be  found  very  nearly  to  coin^ 
cide  with  that  from  which  Chief  Baron  Fcfier  had  dated 
the  beginning  of  the  great  fpirit  of  improvement  in  Ireland; 
and  which  I  have  mentioned  as  the  epothof  an  accelerated 
progreffipn  in  that  rc^e£l  throughout  the  whole  of  the 
Britifli  dominions*  But  it  will  be  foqnd  that  Dr. 
Smithj  in  the  very  paflage  in  qucftion,  Js  very  far  from 
coniidering  the  banks,  either  public  or  private,  as  the  exclu* 
five  caufe  of  the  increafe  of  trade  in  Scotland.     He  fays, 

*  he  had  heard  it  aflerted,  that  the  trade  of  Gla%ow  had 
^  been  doubled  in  about  fifteen  years  after  tho  firft  erefiton 

*  of  banks  there,  and  that  the  trade  of  Scotland  had  been 
^  more  than  quadruped  fince  the  firft  eredion  o(  the  publie 
^  banks  at  Edinburgh  i  one  in  1695,  the  other  in  1727:* 
<  and  immediately  adds,  if  either  of  them  have  incrcafed  in 

*  this  proportion,  it  feems  to  be  an  eiFe£l  too  great  to  be 
'  accounted  for  by  the  fole  operation  of  this  caufe >.!' 

Other  paffages,  however,  arc  mentioned  as  if  iinSAy 
in  point,  to  ftiew  that  he  did  not  think  the  Union  pro- 
moted trade  or  manufaflures  in  Scotland*^.  One  is  as 
follows :  <  Of  tf//  commercial  advantages  which  Scotland 
c  ha$  derived  from  the  Union,  the  rife  in  the  price  of  cattle 
«  is  perhaps  the  greateft^.*    This   is    an  extraordinary 


»  Vol.  I  p.  443,  ;th  edition.     •  •  Ibid.  p.  /143. 

^  Mr.  /y«-*»  Speech,  p.  xo6.      *  SmitB,  ?ol.  i.  p.  ^48, 


proof 
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pf0Q(  Azt  he  *  did  not  dnnfc  tlutt  it  jcidv«i  499  cummer^ 
<  cial  ^dnataiges  iron  it.'  But  it  ibsoiSidMs  muft  M  a  V«ry 
jp«or  advantage  to  Scetiand^  becauie  the  policy  ni  It^ 
Ifmdhsn  been  to  impofe  duti^  in  order  to  cbedc  die^rfc^i 
fQ€t  of  live  cattle  ^«    Sir^  till  ail  the  ciraimtflances  t/t 
the  two  cafei  ihall  have  Iwen  compared^  tiH  it  is  iMdcf 
Oiikt  that  vthe  impo&tkiii  of  iJbofe  leftriAire  4liitte8  u  gMd 
policy  in  Irdand^  till  it  h  dsen  proved  that,  betog  Id^ 
k  ^vVMild  ha\re  beea  good  pdicy  in  regard  to  Scodand^ 
and  tUl  it  IS  Qi^kwq  tto  beoaufe  a  kgtilacive  Union  be«> 
twcen  Scotkfll  and    England   0()ened  a  free  expoit  of 
cattk  ^rom  the  formeri  tbemfoiae  a  fiJtiilur  Uni^n  betiiree» 
Ireland  and  Cnsat  Bdtaia  nuift  neceilarily  open  aiifee^^ 
pomtion  from  Ireiand  $  tiU  chefe  p^ficiotis  afe  eftabli&edy 
I  d6  not  fee  what  poffible  advantage  the  able  Advocate  who' 
has  zdbrtsd  to  the  authority  of  Dr.  Smkh  on  thta  prnnt,' 
can  deriir£  from  it  in  fupport  of  hk  amimenfir    Dr.  Smith's 
favourite  dodrine^  if  my  memory  noet  not  miflead  me, 
is^  Aat  agritttkure  is  preferabte  to  commdrce,  ^nd  dtat 
the  commerce  moft  conneded   ynA  agrkiikure  is  tfte 
beft^ ;  and  he  inentioDS  the  effeSt  of  the  Union  in  regard 
to  the  price  of  ^ttle  in  Scotland,  «o  9^w  that  iit  haJ 
^  not  only  raifed  the  value  of  lands  in  the  Highlands,  but 

<  l»s  been  the  principal  caMfeof  ^  imjicovenient  0f  tbe 

*  low  country*^'. 

Anoti^er  paCage  referred  to  fi>r  tbe  famre  purppfe  if 
this:   '  Tbe  price  of  wool  was  reduced  by  tbe  Union 

<  excluding  it  from  the  great  markets  in  Eur^^pey  aCid 

*  confining,  it  to  the  narrow  one  of  EnglandV    Pero^ 

•  Mr,  %?Ar*s^  Sfitecbt  p*  ro6.  '     - 

*  Vel.  ill.  p.  1 36,  &c.  &c.  &c. 
«•  iSmith,  vol.  J.  p.  348,  349. 
*.Mr.  Ffflcr^s  Speech,  p.  io6, 

me 


*  me  to  a^d-to  dii»  die-pait'ofr^die-cDntext  which  tmoiediately 
foUows^  viz.T'  The  value  of.  the.  grcatpr.part;  gf  the  ;lands 
'  ^  iii^tbe  ibudieni'Counties^  ivhich^re  chiefly  a  (heep  coutK 
.*'trjS  5W>ttldr  have.bee|i  vcry-^dceply  aficfted  by  Ais  cv^nt 
^:  bad  ^tiot.  the  rif^  in  the  price  of  butcher's  meat  fiilly  coin« 
^  penfated^the  fall  in  the  price  of  wool'.*    Taking  the  whole 
therefpre  tpgedler,  which  I  fuppofe  •  will  be  alfowed  to  be 
the  fair  way,  itJs  plear  the  author  thoaght  this  reftridion 
bad,  on  the  whole,  been  of  no  pofitive  difaclvantage.  ,  Bup 
it  is  not  a  reftridion  confined  to  Scotland,  nor  any  eflenti* 
al  or  neceflary  part-o£  the  treaty  ofsUnion ;  it  was  part  of  a 
general  fyftemfor  the  whole  united  kingdom,  thought  at  the 
time)*!-^d  irooir  the  continuaQGe  of  the  law^  againft  ex- 
poctatjon,  wemuft,  infer  that  it  Is  ftill  thought  fo  by  the  Le- 
gjflatiire,rr^to  beibr  the .  good  of  ^e  whole.    lam  not  now 
called  upon>.  if  I  were  cpnipetent^  to  give .  an  opinion  on 
this  vsMOia  gue/lh-,  I  wi^only  bbfervc,  that  the  Piarliament 
of  Scotb^id  had  long  a^led  on  the  fame  principle  ^ ;  that  i^ 
the\United  XegiJlature  ihall  cycr  ^omc  to  think  that  it  is 
founder  policy  tp  allow  tibe^exportation  of  wool,  there  is  no- 
thing in  the  articles  of  Unipn  to  prevent  the  exteniion  of 
that  freedom  to  Scotland;,  and  that  in  fuch  cafe  it  probably 
would  be  extended  to  that  cpuntry.    Jn  the  mean  tJAie  it 
«;ill  be  tecpUeded  diat,/for  the  confent  of  Scodand  at  the 
.time;taadmit  of  the  prohibition,  a  valuable  confideration 
:.  .iK^astb  be  paid  out  of  thb  general  equivalent  ftipulated  for 
by  the  isth  article « <rf  the  tJ:^aty. 

Indeed,  .Sir,  I  cannot  difguife  my  aftonifhment  that 

*  Scotch  Ads,  7th  Pari.  Jac.  6.  c,  113.  An.  15^1,  ift  Pari.  Car.  3. 
£tC  I.  c.  40.  An.  1661.        .  ^ 

♦  Vide  Pt  ^of,  Pi  405.  406,  444. . 

R  *      Dr. 
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tit.  t)iiB'Mitifi%Wtmin  mSA'iH  ii  ^tM^<«n  IStf >{><«" 
rent  ■bee^i6)k  i  "biit  \a  li'e  %»  hein  ^ift%A,  1  Wpe  I'd^ 
Ee  'ah6#^B  'to  tAk^  I«i|^'iiiMle^'P«Httga%1Mh*dlfeS 

tretatid  -and'<!?fe&t  BffMfr,  mUt  «e'i^  A»ftii»bi«ts'«F«nl 
author  Wrbbn4hfe'Aiby<ft.  f Hb  <dfl<ntI»M>iii -^aflMtJt'W. 
ptffe  eiilier  the  ifrtUlt  'or  'ctf«iij«ttift«y.-bf  "ah  alfiRbfi^  «fc 
whrch  tWy 'teenitthr<^s  liJtVfc  afcftii  W) -fde^. 

'  '«  %y'a^pr6n  "^ih  '^-rdit  ^Vhitfir,  MHM8  "fSiSe  g^kt^ 

c  impor&nt,    'iifiHeViR6h'mih'&igmid^'aS9mgm 

*  inferior  rahB'd'f'p^diite  lh'S<!6tKuA'^h#a'a'i:bil4fl6tfe«^ 

<  'irverahce'from  ihe  i^«^(ir-aruh  ^rftbcMcy'^-ailililli^ 
*fbredp^refiSdtliete.  Vy'^Mf6b  mti  Or'JtttVHid»i%i 
«  greater  part  oi^ 'dife'pe&fplfe  'bf 'all  YaMcs^miSiilH  i^diUb 

<  gain  equaily  cbVipIere'dirUvi^e'elfrdtiii  HMck  'Atdte^^f-  J 
«pfe1fcve  arirto^'racy/ijot'fobMafed,4Jkfc'ttl&WW«>trM^^  '  | 
(  ib'tbenatdfalwaV^ijii^iiibilHetilBhatbH^^fli}^ 

<  tUi^, 'Biit the  m(>ft53lolte'6f ikU'd^ftiiifflbns/^KhMb^ 
«  tiian  dny  otheir'ahi^ife  tire  Hri^telfct '^Hfcfc  <<}^jpWABBft-, 
;<  andthb1iiit;edarid-indighid6hiif'be^(i|>l/dR^ 
'«commonty  render  ffieuiliabltadb  MT'Bie  Mi^iebiMftijharfdift» 
» 'hoIliretHan  Hftofe  of  bth'^r  <!6ofif*ite^*!ver'aite«s^Wi«^ 

*  'al7nion' wi1))''Grr^t^fitsUh 'ihkMlalbltittits tif Iftil^ ^ 

*  not  Ulcely,  for  many  agi$,  to  e6h^er  ^6lli^hii(»  its  ^olfe  -j 

*  people  a.'  -  " 


Among  the  evils  with  which  the  opponents  of  a  Unkm 
alanntbetf>ieople  of  Ireland  as  likely  to  'bdbl'tfieir 'country 
fnun  that  meafiire>  are,  an  increa&d  •nugration^  ami  ^$ 

»  Vol.  in,  p.  460. 

permanent 


#W»fiiiWr:  ^sr-  W^  Wi^  gsrV  I  ^W^  ijcvffi  *»?»  ?S  ^J^? 
etwfrf R  fiiM9\  ^^?  ifWlf)^^  ^^  H^  Wi  0^"^^,  ^0i^ 

C#ri^9r  ^  tl^?  ^atv»fi4  lib^^y,  wJy<?fr  b§tea^,to  flvcrjj  in- 
#Mi4«^  of  ^flgbis,  Jfcff^^c^  9?^cc?*fWS  ^y^  tsJ^^S?  an4 
induftry,  or  fpending  his  income,  wherever  he  thinks  if  n^oft 
agreeable.     A.  general  ue  exeant  regn$  would  be  a  firange 

^  (fewJifep  iWK^wl  wirtwi^  J>DWM  lit^tiw  faf^^igfl  of  g^p^ 
teWf^WolWWfW^^  ^fpifcCjflL^fir^oj;i;^o;fi^^ 
eftablilh  tranquility,  police,  the  fecurity  of  life  f^4  PflW^^ 
ty,  in  Ireland,  depend  upon  it  the  happy  foil  and  ialubriotis 
clifD%t9  Qf  *«  feH<W«l  i#awk  itf,  ^9^^  Wm^  ?4?*a- 
«e^|9C  tsadu  ai^i^rifi\i{jwrt,  ,^4 1^  t}i^  B9SW^.  ^^ 
^fiml  wi^ifitl  %na9ll^  fm^mii  in  Jim^ifal,  with  a  fyp^  pc^ 
P9&ftM»  ^  t^  pjjiPf;  i;^ii  glVfs  {1^^  l;i^^  \^;]Ji  ^  ^ 
IrMM)  pi  JiiVi^wM^  #|)ie  rk^  tlievF^iMli^s  Qrd^Vgf^ff^ 
imgr  ti^V«  ^^yk^  for  t^m  i».  Q)^  par^f  <^  thf  ^Qil(|^ 
fc^^iw^lt^r^  Qf  Iriilm^  fl9¥  F^P^4^  W^gr?j^  9^  4fir. 
Wnr^ff^op^.  m¥f  Wg  by  ti#,iM^fet!tl^  1j^^  of.  thcif  ifttiifp. 
^Wfilry*  «ft  HmU  wpv  th^  ^^m^i^^^a^ipe  iufhajtcy^  ijf^T 
teM9mP  9»y  ^rift?  gfogi  t^f  pffi«4ii?4  fMliWR  «f  *P  f Wb 

*  Mr,  F?^*r's  S^eech»  p.  62.  '64.  ^1 .  93.    Vide  fome  iraportMxt  ob- 
i^rvations  on  the  fub)ea  of  »bftDtees»  Sabftanct  «€•  Lgi^  SkifitUI*  Spe^li^ 

a  2  reach 
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reach  little  Turther  than  the  members  of  the  Legifiatare  and 
their  famili  es.  The  feat  of  j  udicaturis'  and  the  local  execui 
tive  government  will,  I  prefume,  continue  where  they  are  ; 
arid  I  believe  thofe  who  frequent  the  gayer  walks  of  life  will 
hot  fuppOfe  that  the  votaries  of  pleafure  and  diffipation  m- 
Ireland  will  think  th^rcircumftance  of  the  Irifh 'Parftamen- 
tary  reprefentation  reforting  to  London  any  great  addition 
to  the  allurements  of  that  place.  That  part  of  the  popula- 
tion of  this  metropolis  and  "of  Bath  will  remam  pretty  much 
as  before. 


Indeed,  I  cannot  ii^lp  thinking  there  are  fcveni  very 
ftron'g  reafons  in  favour  of  the  probability,  that^  on  the 
whole,  the  fear  entertained  cf  a  dtain  of  wealth  and  po- 
pulation by  anincreafeof  abfentees  would  not  be  verified 
by  die  event*  * 

Will  the  fioufe  give  me  leave  htre  to  recsdl  to  their  re* 
coUeAion  the  dbfervation  of  a  Noble  Lord  ^  on  this  part  of 
Che  argument,  .which  ftruck  me  as  of  great  weighty  namely,* 
that  die  importance  of  a  feat  in  the  united  and  imperial  Le- 
giflature,  thcijloaion  to  wMch,  whether  in  Great  Britain 
or  Ireland^  would  then  be  indiffbrent  to  many-perfons  anxi* 
ous  to  obtain  it,  would  be  felt  by  men  poffeffed  of  property 
and  intereft  in  the  latter  kingdom  as  much  greater  than  that 
of  one  in  her  prefent  local  Parliament.  They  would  therefore 
have  a  more  powerful  motive  for  attending  to  the  cultivati- 
on of  their  influence  there ;  and  this  could  only  be  doneef^ 
fedually  by  frequent  refidence  on  their  eftates^  and  the  ex- 
penditure of  a  confiderabie  part  of  their  Irifh  incom^  per- 
h?ips  of  their  Englifli  alfo,  in  Iceland.  Thismuft  partic^- 
l^ly  happen  in  regard  to  county  eledions,  in  favour  of  which 
fort  of  reprefentation  I  make  no  fcruple  to  acknowlege  my  pre-\ 

dilcftion. 
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d9e£tion,  and  to  thofe  in  towns  where  die  right  is  popular 
and  cxtcnfivc*".  '         ' 


If  the  abfetice  of  perfons  of  diftindion  and  fortune  were 
to  ineoBafe,  w&  have,  heard  the  very  refpe£lable  opinion  o£ 
ian  Honourable  Gentleman^,  who  feemed  to  fpeak .  on  the  ^ 
fubje£):  from  reflexion  and  perfonal  obferyation,  and  who 
muft  be  confidered  as  deferving  peculiar  attention  in  regard 
to  it,  that  the  merchant  and  manufacturer  wbiild  probably 
feel  their  means  and  difpofition  for  exertion  expand)  and 
their  eiForts  become  more  fucccfsfiil ;  that  they  would,  as  it 
were,  breathe  a  freer  air,  by  the  removal  from  their  neigh-' 
hourhood^'  of  the  fplendour  and  dignity  of  rank  and  here- 
ditary opulence ;  and  that,  as  the  flourishing  condition  ojf 
trade  and  manufadures  naturally  tends  to  augment  the  po- 
pulation of  a  country,  this  efFeft  would  much  more  than 
counteraft  the  mifchief  apprehended.  The  Honourable 
Gentleman  fpoke  indeed  with  liberal  and  laudable  (enti- 
merits  of  refpeft  for  that  ariftocracy,  which  forms  fo  eiTen- 
tial  a  part  of  our  excellent  conftkution,  but  he  feenied  to 
entertain  the  idea  that  G6n(imerce  and  induftry,  though  they 
live  by  the  demands  and  confumption  of  th6  great)*  thrivd 

beft  at  a  diftance  from  therti-*- 

-     •     •  ■   .■  '  --    ■  ■      •       .  ■■■  '      J 

UrittnimfidgorefuaqHipragravatartes 

Infra  fe  fofitas.  ^ 

With  great  deference)  however,  to  th6  Honourabie  Gen^ 
deman,  I  muft  exprefs  my  doubts  on  this  point)  though  it 
is  one  of  which  I  acknowledge  him  to  be  much  better  qua- 
lified^ to  Judge  than  I  ani.    I  doubt  the  juftnefs  of  bis  opi^* 

^  I  think  we  have  aUb  Mr.  Foflir'^  aathority  for  this:  ■  *  In  county  cleo- 

*  dons  and  popular  boroughs  no  man  now  ah  abfentee  can  expe^to  be 

*  chofen.'  p.  91. 

•Mr. /Vr/^ 

.       niop) 


Brents,  and  militates  againft  the  arguments  in^^v^^)^  9^  t||^ 
frequent  and  eafy-^intercourfe  between  the  different,  .butin« 
m^^  c<M|i¥M£te4  0(4r«  ^i  cla(fe«r:of  9u«  g^t  ^ffiU-  ^d 

But  as  to  the  (i^pgQfed  tendency  of  a  parliamentary  tJoiqn 
tQ  p;:oduc;e  an  ii\cre^cl  emigratioixan^  non^re^d^n^e  of  thq 
|;r^at  i.p  Ireland,,  I  qy^n  I  confid^r  the  experimental  klf^qw-; 
l^dfc  we  ha^vc,  in  thi?  as  in  other  rcfp^Qs^  denve4  froiQ 
the  c^fQ  pf  5cpijafl4>  ^^  Qf  niHch  nrip^?  v»^ei^ljt  than  an^ 
cpnJQ^liAral  a  ^-iVl  ^rgumenxs  yt^bichca^.t^e  (uggefti^d  oa 
the  oi^^  ftd^  ojr  l|b<?.ptjj«r^ 

It  has  often  be^n  ftated,  ^nd  ind^  never  denied,  that 
ppT  npbiK^  and  gentcy  reflde  mor^  at  home  tha^  thofe  of 
that^ojiinliry.     TK^Yi  ^IihqA  ynivqrfs^Uy  p^fs^  th^  funiawr  qt^ 
tfeoir  etk^t^h.  P^JCHpi^d  i^  live  yk^fucw  ojl  rnral  hpfpitalitjf 
^Dd  th$J  knp|oyeqle^tQf  the  ns^tip.n^  ^ricultucc  ^]^  encpu- 
i:iS|?W,W  aipd  exwple  i  and  many  of  them  iperjd  the  reft 
pf  tbp.JEev  iQ  Edjpb.iq-gb,    The  wonderful  ?dya|iceS|  tha^ 
Capital  of  the  country  has  ma^e  in  its  fize^  pppulatipn^ 
wealth,  convenience,  and  elegance,  fince  the  Union  and 
removal  of  its  Pvli*ppu?i>t,  ^re  upjtprious  frpij\  nnivcrfal  re- 
port to.  all,  and  from  perfonal  knowledge  tp  V^^^  yho  hear 
me.     I  will  not  fay  that  the  Union  has  caufed  this ;  that  it 
hft$^4  ^rcfeirfifer?  in  proiMcJjg^  %hq  gre^t  gj^npral  improve- 
^cj^i  in,  gcQtlgad^  I  tbipjf.,  I  bJive  ftjewo  to  be  qxtremely 
prpl?ay?i  but  it  isevid^t,  ^tU^ity  ll^t  t>e  Union  has 
9^i  px%M^tz4  ^  iKlSisJM  profperi^i  0^  Pipburgh. 

Y^  tkr  advocates  a^gainft  that  naesdaefe  ia  Scotoid  wore 

as 


(   ifty   r 
i&  Idtfd  «nd  «s  ipbOti^h  lin  iheil'  ^propiiHetefe;!  HtmMs  ^insitnt 

fiftk^eS  ¥($mk^  mifei^  tfnd  id^attofi,  -^  mtffiy  to  fc^ 
ltttf&  Imt  l>tf«ft  OfiSitcs  'OiDfiiiniar'grdMtfl,  in  (brtftelUfUgfO 
Aft  ^mtt  2fA  PelpfidMle  <Hfeifr5{>0l«stof'timt  kingdW),  thM 
ft^  fiifh  V^l'ht  'thft  itiilitWbte  aii&  Qldeiy  <f<$ti(l^u6nlte  <tf  th6 

l^eoqiite'of  !Dathifl4iatve  ItM  this  topic  foimpi^effiid  onth^ir 
tnini^  'Hi  hv€ty  fM\^  W^  th^t  itisifi^  >cif  theti»»  l-bd ieVe,' 
Md^6^^1dft1^li-bf(^gh^ahn^  €6  g»v^  Hl)$yal ^cri^dN "t^^hd 

fit  flWfo,  ^fhetdim  Will  tecbttie  *ifeh  a  pfef  feft  r«j  hn^he^ 
as^dftiiltifhlk^eW'ftm^ee  dff  fdvinbns  for  viauaHngthc  ' 
fiWtiflk'lteft  *y  ,£hte  ^elj^teftfi^e  -paftofres  ihto  iUfhich  its'ftrtets 
iiS)l8^«I«kki^')lit  'to  ^  ^hvert^d.  It  feerhs  ^tmoft  ridicu- 
lous to  fay  that  fuch  fort  of  arguments  can  have  fucceed^,  - 
yet  I  verily  believe  they  have  to  a  very  confidcrable  degree, 
NSjr,  ftid^, .?  li^Vfe  '»lfti  it  ifferted  m -forne  tptiBlieatioa 
a|!alhte ftfe-prb|>«feaiJttrdh,  tvkha^orifidetice  Vrtiieh'hiar% 
cBiiW^av^e  lEkfftd  '-^vJthdtit  ^the  ^hdr'sovrn'btlidf  df'th^ 
fiCft,  %A  EifiHbai^h,  ivRitbvbr  tti^  be  pretended  ^to  ^th* 
cOhtWry,  'has,  1h  ''truiJi,  befehlna  corffferit^ftate  of  dcfcay 
cvttr^hcetheltifs  of  the  ^rHakhfertt.  The-  only  ^ftrei* 
fli(?h'aii'}gnorarit  ^ditioh  feems  to  deferve,  is  that  luiJkrods 
bhe¥hdVe«ftatI  hione-of  the  pblettiicilivriters  in  fevoiir  df 
tMerti^^rfe,  Wholfiippofes  hinifelf  to  be  told  by  a  corrd*- 
jtond6nt  that  he  his^ound  *with  'i^n^  'the  feft  ^Viras  YeaWy 
fo^;  for  "that  upon  ihtjuiry  "an^dfag  Yoitte  gentletiten  and  fe- 
^es,  natives  of  Scotland, .  and  inhabitants  of  Edinburgh, 
they  had  aflured  him^  that  that  ancient  city  had  fuffered  fo  ^ 
very  much  from  the  fatal  event  of  thet^nionj  that  the 
Scotch  had  been  a£tually  under  the  neceiEty  of  building  a 
Tity  large  new  one  clofe  to  tt. 

Sir^ 
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'  Sir,  a  learned  geAtleman  of  our  fifler  kkigdom^  wbofe 
tn6t  agairtft  the  Union  is  certainly  the  perlbriiiance, of  a 
man  of  abilities^,  has,  however,  a  very  curious  way  c^  ar- 
guing on  the  fad,  which  he  admits,  that  the  Union  has 
not  occafioned  emigration  and  non«^refidence  in-  Scotland ; 
but  the  analogy  of  which,  in  regard  to  what  there  may  be 
rea(bn  to  exped  in  the  cafe  of  Ireland,  he  will  by  no  means 
allow.  The  h&  be  admits  in  thefe  very  ftrdng  terms: 
'^  Can  there  be  adduced  five  inftances  of  men  of  rank,  in 
^  Scotland,  however  powerful  and  extended  their  Englilh 
^  connexions,  whofe  chief  or  leaft  temporary,  refidence  is 
^  not  in  Scotland^  ?'    And  again :  A  Scotch  abf^ntee  is 

<  only  a  political  or  commercial  fpeculator,  who  will  in  the 

*  end  enriclr and  adorn  his  native  country:  his  money>  ac- 

<  quired  where  it  may  be,  and  after  abfenc^  ever  {6  long> 

*  centers  thcrc^.' 

But  this,  it  feems,  is  all  the  anomalous  Viitd  of  a  pecu- 
liar nationality  in  the  Scotch',  which  a  fimilarity  of  cir- 
cumfiances  has  ho  tendency  to  produce  in' any  other  peo-r 
pie,  and  efpecially  not  in  the  Ir'ifh  (  though  many  of  the  in- 
habitants of  one  pact  of  that  country  are  not  very  dtftant 
defceruiants  fwtn  ScottiQi  anceftors,  and  moft  of  the  reft 
throughout  th&  kingdom  are  probably  either  fprung  from 
one  common  Celtic  ftock  with  the  Highlanders,  or  eUe  of 
that  Saxon  or  Teutonic  race  who  appear,  in  the  early  ages 
of  the  Chriftian  aera,  to  have  over-run  and  fettled  them* 
felves  in  all  the  low  country  of  Scotland  ^  well  as  .of  Eng- 
land. 

*  A  Reply,  Bcc,  by  Richard  Jehb^  Efq. 

•  Ibid,  p.  49.  «  Ibid.  •  IkU, 

All 
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An  Iriflimanik  feems/is  a  being  of  a  different  fort* 
«  Scarcely  an  inftance/  it  is  faid,  *  occurs  of  the  wealth 
^  and  influence  obtained  by  Iriflimen  in  England,  produc- 
*  ing  advantage  to  Ireland :  they  feem.  afliamed  of  the 
'name,  and  eager  to  diveft  themfelves  of  all  pretenfions 
*,toit/* 

Alas !  Sir,  it  is  painful  to  fee  that  men  of  underftand- 
ing  can  refort  to  fuch  grounds  of  oppofition,  or  fuflFcr 
themfelves  to  fall  Jnto  reafonlngs  anoL  opinions  fcarcely 
.  fit  for  the  moft  ordinary  minds,  and  entirely  unworthy  o€ 
the  cultivated  fenfe  which  feems  to  belong  to  this  gentle- 
'man,  and  ought  to  be  the  attribute  of  all  Vho  profefs 
themfelves. either  lawyers  or  ftatefmen. 

^  If  the  difference  in  the  general  conduftof  the  Irifh  arid 
Scotch  were  really, as  notorious  as  he  has  perfuaded  him* 
felf  it  is,  the  experiment  of  the  effe^s  of  an  Union  upon 
the  former  has  not  been  tried,  and  he  does  not  appear  to 
have.  made. any  inquiry  how  the  cafe  flood  as  to  abfentees 
frona  Scotland  previous  to  1707.  He  found  an  eafier 
folution  of  the  fuppofed  difference  in  the  hackiieyed  im- 
putation or  praife  of  Scotch  nationality ;  he  fays  it  is  a 
pnaifey'^  and  when  duly  regulated  I  think  it  isi  though  I 
veply  believe  not  more  due  to  the  Scotch^  tlian,  where 
circumftances  happen  pQ  be  fimilar,  to  the  Yorkfl^re, 
<*  Cprnifti,  or  Wdfli  man  5  or  indeed  to  Frenchmen,  Swedes, 
Danes,  Germans,  or  Italians. 

I  imagine  this  gentleman  would  take  it  very  ill,  E 

think  with  reafon,  if  a  ftranger^were  to  pronounce  fo 

s  '     *     unjuft 

'  A  Reply,  kc.  by  ^bard  Jehbt  Efq.  p.  49. 
*  Ibid,  p.  50. 
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umufl:  a  judgment  as  he  has  done  upon  his  .countfymcn;^' 
Unjuft  I  certainly  think  itisj  I  myfclf. could  mention 
various  ftriting  inft^nces  to  the  contrary  of  what  ht  has- 
alledged.  I  could  feleA  from  many  others  the  example 
of  a  refpe£^able  Nohleman  of  that  country,  who,  after 
filling  with  great  honour  and  credit  fome  of  the  principal^ 
officesof  government  here,  .retired  to  Ireland,  and  fuc- 
cefsfully  devoted  the  remainder  of  his  days  to  the  improve- 
ment of  that  part  of  the  kingdom  whefre  his  chief  property 
V\j  V  having  ever  been,  through  the  courfe  of  his  political 
life,  a  watchful  guardian  of  the  interefts  and  well-being 
of  the  whole.  I  mean  the  late  Lord  Hill/horough,  whom 
I  mentten  with  the  more  pleafure^  becaufe  he  who  under- 
ftood  the  affairs  of  Ireland  (b  well,  is  known  to  have 
been  always. a  ftrenuous  and  anxious  advocate  for  a  legif- 
lative  Union.  Sir,  I  could  in  like  manner  fpecify  ex- 
amples, of  Irifli  gentlemen  in  other  walks  of  life,  who- 
*  having  by  their  talents  and  exertions  in  remofe  countries^ 
in  the  Eaft  and  in  the  Wefl:^  acquired  eminence  and  for-> 
tune,  have  returned  ta  their  native  land,  and,  vetting  theijf) 
riches  in  purchafes  there,  have  become  a£live  and  ufeful 
magiftrates,  able  commanders  of  the  national  troops^ 
and  members  bbth  of  the  one  ahd  the  other  Houfo' of  Par- 
liament. 

.  But  even  if  it  were  true,  that  ftich  inftances  have  been- 
more  rare  in  Ireland  than  in  Scotland^  would  it  be  any 
very  extravagant  conjedure- to  fuppofe,  that  the  real  rea- 
fons  have  been  the  greater  tranquillity  which  prevails  in 
the  one  in  confequence  of  aa  XJnioir,  and  the  more  turbu- 
lent and  unfettled  ftateof  the  other  for  want  of  it  ?  Would 
not  thofe  indifputable  circumdanc^s  of  difference  account 
for  fuch  a  difference  in  the  conduft  of  the  natives  of  the 
two  countries,^ more  fadsfaiStorily  than  fuppofcd  diftinc- 

tiona 
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"lions  of  national  chara£ter>  which  may  ferve  to  amufe 
in  a  farce,  or  occaiion  merriment  or  ijiiarrels  in  a  cofFce- 
, '  honlCf  but  can  never  be  entitled  to  hold  a  place  in  graVe 
difcuffion  or  ferious  debate  ? 

But,  Sir,  the  Gentleme;i  who  in  this  place  hiavc  li^ 
fifted  the  progrefs  of  the  bufinefs  now  again  brought 
4)cforc  us ;— aa  well  thofe  wbox)bjc£l  to  the  competency 
and  general  expediency ; — as  well  the  very  few  who  I 
thinly  have  gone  the  length  of  declaring  a  rooted  opi- 
nion,/ that  the  Union  never  can^  at  any  time,  or  with 
any  fort  of  confent,  be  advifable  j-— as  thofe  who  profefs^ 
"fome  tf  Mief,  others  even  a  wj/h,  that  it  may  at  fome 
future  period  be  adopted ; — all  appear  to  concur  in  contend- 
ing, that  the  prefent  time  and  occafion  are  unfit ;  that  ttie 
.     people  of  Ireland  are  not  prepared;  that  they  have  not 
'been  habituated  to  the  contemplation  of  the  meafure,  aa 
thofe  of  Scotland  had  been  for  above  a  century  j  that 
they  have  inveterate  prejudices  againfl;  it,  which  have 
now  univerfally  manifeited  themfelves,  and  which  ought 
to  be  firft    by  gentle    and    gradual  means    removed* 
whereas,  as  has  alfo,  been  alledgcd,'  it  was  always  the 
favourite  proje£k  of  Scotland.    Laftly,  two  other  plans 
have  been  propounded, — plans  widely  different  the  one 
from  the  other,— by  which  it  is  fuppofed  that  thofe  dif- 
orders  and  misfortunes  of  Ireland  which  a  legiflative 
Union  would  only  exaggerate,  might  be  cured,  and  the 
dangers  which  are  apprehended  even  to  Great  Britain  from 
tfuch  a  Union,  prevented. 

As  to  the  time,  I  differ  fo  much  from  tbofc- Gentlemen, 
'Ihat  if  on  other  occafions  the  meafure  would  have  been 
wi/<?,  L  believe  it  has  now  become  ftecejary,  Infupport 
«f  which  opinion,  I  cannot  imagine  a  moce  convincing 

^argo- 
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irgtxment  than  the  avowed,  the  Jong  avowed,  fear  of  a  Umorr^ 
among  that  too  numerous  clafs  of  men  in  Ireland,  who 
have  now  openly  profefled  their  plan  and  obje£l  to  he,  a 
Separation.  I  need  not  again  mention  the  declarations 
of  Tone^  or  the  confeffions  of  Emmet ^  M^Ne^nn,  and 
others.  The  proof  is  deeply  engraven  on  all  our  me- 
mories. It  has  been  written  in  charafiers  of  blood  over 
the  whole  face  of  that  defolated  ifland.  But  when  I 
know  that  the  aflbciates  of  thofe.  very  men  by  whom 
the  arms  were  forged  which  were  intended  for  the  de- 
,ftru£lion  of  the  true  independency,  liberty,  and  confti- 
tution  of  their  country,  and  w^p  prepared  that  moral 
and  political  poifon  which  was  to  corrupt  and  extinguiCh 
every  virtuous  and  religious,  every  Briti{h  principle,  in 
the  minds  of  their  country,  are  full  of  trembling  appre- 
henfions,  left  this  falutary  antidote  (faould  be  adminiftered 
in  time — can  I,  aware  as  I  am  of  the  profound  no  lefs 
than  wicked  views,  and  the  no  lefs  extraordinary  than 
perverted  talents  of  fome  of  thofe  men — can  I  withlland 
fuch  ftrong  confirmation  of  the  opinion,  which  on  other, 
and  more  general  grounds,  forces  itfelf  fo  powerfully  on 
my  mind,  that  we  are  come  at  laft  to  that  only  alterna* 
tive,  Jpee4y  Union,  or  early  Separation  ? 

^As4o  thofe  other  and  more  general  grounds  to  which 
I  have  once  before  alluded,  I  wiih  I  could,  confiftently 
with  the  orders  of  the  Houfe,  refer  to  the  ftrong  and  de- 
monftrative  reafoning  concerning  them,  which*  fome  of 
us  may  have  had  an  opportunity  of  hearing  delivered  elfe- 
where. ^  They  are  among  the  moft  important  branches 
of  the  fubje£b,  but  art  too  copious  and  extenfive  for  me 
to  enter  upon  at  prefent* 

.  It 

'Lord  Minto*%  Speech  in  the  Houfe  of  Lords,  x xth  April  1 799, 
0ncc  printed.    - 
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It  18  faid,  we  ought  to  wait  for  a  moment  of  peacd 

und  general  tranquillity.     If  by  this  is  underftood  general 

ipternal  tranquillity  in  Ireland,  I  am  afraid,  to  judge  of 

!  '     the  future  by  the  paft,  the  adjournment  niuft  be,  as  my 

f  Right  Hon.  Friend+  defcribed  it,  ad  Gracas  KaUndas. 

But  arc  we  to  wait  till  the  general  peace  of  Europe  fhall 

be  reftored  i    Alas  !  there  feems  at  prefent  no  very  near 

or  diftin£l  epoch  difcernible  for  that  happy  event.    And 

in  the  mean  time,  our  enemies^  in  dire£ting  their  artd 

and  their  arms  to  their  favourite  objeft  of  wrefting  from 

I  us  our  fifter  kingdom,  are  to  enjoy  the  advantages  accr\i- 

i  ing  to  them,-  both  from  the  want  of  a  true  political  con- 

[  fent  of  parts  in  the  prefent  complex  and  ill-conftru£led 

machine  of  our  imperial  legiilation,  and  from  the  cun« 

Tiing  induftry  of  their  revolutionary  allies  in  Ireland, 

who  even  now  are  endeavouring  to  obtain  the  co»opera« 

tlon  of  fome  of  the  men  who  have  hitherto  been  their 

I  mod  determined  foes,  and  the  moil  zealous  friends  of 

^  Great  Britsun,  by  working  on  their  blind  and  unfounded 

jealoufy  of  the  Britifh.  Parliament,  and  entrapping  thofe 

infatuated  perfons  into  a  condu£l  which,  if  not  counter- 

aded,  may  enable  them  to  accompliOi  /the  fatal  end  of 

%)\m  deteftable  confpiracies. 

Was  the  tJnion  in  Scotland  undertaken  or  carried  into 
cffeA  in  a  time  of  external  or  domeftic  peace?  Faf 
'  otherwife.  But  then  it  is  faid,  that  when  it  was  nego- 
tiated and  completed,  the  arms  of  Great  Britain  and, her 
allies'  were  triumphant.  In  anfwer  to  this,  it  need 
only  be  obferved,  that  the  treaty  muft  be  confidered  as 

having 

-»  Mr.  Windham. 

'  The  fucceft  of  his  Majcfty^s  allies,  fincc  the  time  when  this 
was  ftatcd,  has  fortunately  rendered  the  parallel  more  exaA  in 
that  particular  than  it  could  then  have  been  contended  to  be. 
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tiaving  ^cn  consmcBced  and  in  progreis.  from  tlic  very 
beginning  of  the  reign  of  Queen  Anne,  and  when  affajit^ 
abroad  wore  a  very  gloomy  afped.  As  to  thofe  at  bome^ 
thf  y  mud  have  ca(t  a  very  carelefsj  or  a  very  partial  eyc^ 
on  that  period  of  our  hiftory,  who  do  not  perceive,  in 
the  circuniftances  of  a  difputecl  fucceffion,  the  yet  recent 
concuiCon  of  the  Revolution,  .the  numerous  adherents  of 
the  ekiled  family  in  both  kingdoms,  the  jarring Jnte- 
xefts  f>f  the  two  countries,  and  the  diflenfions  betweea 
them  on  account  of  religion  and  commerce,  a  complica- 
tion of  political  difficulties  as  great,  though  of  a  different 
fiature,  perhaps  much '  greater,  than  any  that  e^ift  sit 
yrcfent. 

In  tfuth,  though  at  firfl;  fight  it  appears  reafonable  t« 
think  that  times  of  tranquillity  are  bed  adapted  to  the 
•^ifcuffioQ  and  accompliifament  of  great  political  arrange- 
ments, this  (peculation,  on  dofer  attention,  does  not 
feem  to  be  warranted^  either  by  the  natufe  or  hiftory  of 
mankind.  On  the  contrary,  I  believe  it  wjll  be  found, 
that  men  and  nations  are  too  indolent  for  great  exertions, 
^  cntcrprifes  of  pith  and  moment,'  while  in  the  undif- 
turbed  enjoyment  t)f .  quiet  profperity  5  and  that  to  all 
theirs  moft  memorable  efforts  of  that  fort,  they  have 
|>een  ftimiUated  by  the  urgency  of  perfoQal  or  national 
calamity j  or  at  leaft.of  private  or  public  ^i^culties  and 
«mbarradment« 

I  admit  that  the  idea  of  a  legiflative  Union  was  long 
familiar  in  Scotland  ;  but  I  deny,  that  it  now  ce^mes  unr 
awares,  and  by  furprife,  upon  Ireland.  I  am,  on  the 
contrary,  well  perfuaded,  that  fuch  k  plan  for  that  coun* 
try  niufl:  have  been  uniformly  prefent  to  the  mrnds  (I  will 
not  fay  always  in  the  intentioftj  of  every  minifter,  every 

ftatefmani 


I 


f  jffiatefmany  crery  p^ician,  cveiy  enlightened  member  of 
^Parliaments  every  mani  in  fliprt,  in  that  kingdom,  qua- 
Efied  and  entitled  to  Jtidge  of  fuch  queftions,  for  aJfpace 
,  of  tinie  confiderably  lotiger  than  what  elapfed  between 
the  Union  of  the  Crowns  and  that  of*  the  Parliaments  of 
this  country.  •  I  Vill  endeavour  to  prove  thiVto  the  fatis- 
fa£tion  of  jheHoufe,  by  a  deduflion  of  clear/  hiftorical 
faas.    .     ."    .  

To  fay  nothing  of  the  actual,  though  ihiperfeO:  anil 
illegal  incorporation  under  the  Ufurper,  you  know,  Sir> 
ttat  in  the.  reign  of  Charles  II.  by  a  Report  of  the 
^  .  Council  of  Trade  in  Ireland  to,  the  Lord  Lieutenant  ^nd 
Privy  Council  there,  dated  the  '25tli  of  March  iS'jS^ 
that  Board  exprefsly  recommended,  *  That  endeavours 
^  Qiouldbe  ufed-  for  the  Unioo  of  the  kingdoms  under 

*  one  legiflative  power,  jjropbrtionably,    as  was  here- 

*  tofore  done  in  the  cafe  of  Wales/  I  cite  the  very 
words  of  the  Report,  which  is  ftated  to  have  been  drawa 
by   Sit  William  Petty^  and  who,  in  his  treatife  called 

*  The  Political  Anatomy  of  Ireland/  written,  I  be- 
lieve, a  few  years  before,  had  delivered  his  individual 
©pinioii  to  the  fame  purpofe.    *  If,'   fays  he,  *  both 

*  kingdomss  were  under  one  legiflative  power  and  Par- 

*  liameht,  the  numbers  whereof  fhould  bc^  proportionable^ 
.  •  in  power  and  wealth  of  each  nation,  there  would  be 

*  no  danger  fuch  a  Parliament  fliould  do  any  thing  to  the 

*  prejudice  of  the  Engliih  Jntcreft  in  Ireland;  nor 
.^  ctould  the  Irifli    ever  complain  of   partiality,    when 

*  they  fliall  be  freely  and  proportionably  reptefcnted  in  alt 
<  Legiflatures.** 

la. 

*  Peity\  Political  Anatomy  of  Irdafld,  p.  ^r. 
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In  the  yezt  i6gS^  Mr.  Molymux,  in  that  paflage  of 
his  famous  pamphlet  Called  VThe  Cafe  of  Ireland^' 
which  was  mentioned  by  the  firfl>  authority  in  this  Houfe 
in  the  Committee  on  the  Refolutions,^  clearly  points  to 
a  reprefentation  of  Ireland  in  a  united  Parliament  as  a 
mofl'dedrable  arrangement  for  that  country.  His  words 
are  thefe : 

*  If,  from   thefe  hft-rtientiOned  records,   it  be  con- 

•  eluded  that  the  Parliament  of  England  may  bind  Ire^^ 

•  land,  it  muft  alfo  be  allowed  that  the  people  of  Ireland 

•  ought  to  have  their  reprefentatives  in  the  Parliament  of  * 

•  England.     And  this  I  believe  we  fhould  be  willing 

•  enough  to  embrace :    but  this  is  an  happinefs  we  can 

•  hardly  hope  for.' 


r« 


And  here  I  cannpt  help  noticing  a  vety  lingular  frauds 
or  negative  fort  of  forgery,  Committed  in  an  edition  of 
Molyneux's  work,  which  was  printed  in  Dublin  in 
the  year  1783.     In  that  edition  the  words  *  and  this  I 

•  believe  we  (hould  be  willing  enough  to  embrace :   but 

*  this  is  a  happmefs  we  can  hardly  hope  for;'  were 
totally  omitted.     This  circumftance  I  firft  faw  poipted  dut 

,  in  a  note  to  a  very  able  pamphlet  lately  publiftied,  entitled, 
>  Reafons  for  adopting  an  Unten  between  Great  Britain 
'  and  Ireland/  I  have  fince  been  favoured  by  the  author 
of  that  pamphlet  witli  a  copy  of  the  caftrated  edition,  the 
publifher  of  which  could  not  have  proved  fo  ftrongly, 
in  any  other  way,  at  once  his  own  hoftility  to  the  meafure 
of  a  Union,  and  the  fenfc  he  juftly  entertained  of  the 

weight 

7  Vide  Mr.  Addington^  Speech,  p.  18. 

•  London  edition  in  1770,  p.  74.  There  is  a  preface  to  this 
edition^  reported  to  have  been  written  by  the  late  Mr.  Floods  with 
i^vhich  it  was  republifhed  in  Dublin  in  1773. 


we%Kt  of  focb  an  opuibh  iaita  £aVbur  ail  ihsitof  JUi^ 
iytrtMx,.  the  able  and  ten^nechadTOcate  of  irifli  rMepemf- 

But,  Sir j  in  1703,^1^  the  time  whcnVfi  fimilar  in^a- 
fure  yr^  fo  ^pai  ttcularly  in  the  con  temptation  of  tbs 
Englifli,  .povj^rnxBent  with,  regard  t^  §c«tl^nfi|  a  legif- 
lative  y<i?ion  was  in  a  mann^^r  fue4  for,  iiiod.  f^^d  for  in 
vain,  by  the  Parliament  of.  Irel^i)d.  This  appc^iiTa.fufli- 
ciently  .from  the  Journals  of  the  two  Houft^  of.thfit 
Parliament ;  but  I  baye  hadanopportupity  aifo  of  focing 
the  corr^fpondence  at  that  time  of  the  Police  efOrmmd^ 
then  Lord  Lieutenaat»  and  of  his  Chief  Seccetary^Mt. 
SouthwAJf  and  the  ^ond  f^^f\(x\\ot  Cqx^  livith  the  Gor- 
vernmeat  heife>  ifroip  which  U.  is  ftiU  more  maoifeft  that 
'  niany  of.tbe  leading  .jcharaiaers  in  the  country,  ihe 
Chancellor  particularly,  Mr^  Brpdrick  the  Speaker,  and 
t  think  even  the  SecrjBtarj  hiipfetf,  w^e  y^eriydefirous  of 
the  nieafure,  but  that  the  Lord  Li^utieqant  was  lake\yarm> 
and  .the  npiniflry  in  England  totally  aver fe  to  it.  ^ 

That  iParliament  mti  on  the  2ijl  of  Septemberj  and 
on^he  .ift  of  O^ofoer  the  L^ords  voted  an  i^ddrefs;  ta  the 
Qtoeen,  which  concluded  with  tl^efe  words :  '  As  we  afe 
'  fenfible  our  prefervation  \^.  owing  to  our  being  unitejd 
'  to  the  Crown  of  Epglandji  fo  we  are  conviwied  It 
^  would  tend  to  our  farther  fecuriry  and'  happinefs  to 

*  have  a. more  compreheoiive  and  entire  IJiiion  with  that 

*  kingdom^     I  ihall  fhew  imniediately  the  anfw^r  ^nt 
from  England  to  this  addrefsw 

As  it  appears  not  to  have  been  the  intentiotl  of  .the 
Adminiftration  here  to  liflen  to  fuch  a  fuggeftion  fpr  the 

T  king-, 

1  triih  Lordb' jotmUilf,  'Vol  ii.  p.  t. 
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fcifigiomdf  IpekmJ,  an*  fuppliBs>  not.g8iiftraVi*keitiir«ar 
of  polky,  fterhiAg  to  hfliv«  been  coiifidererf  k  tife  muteml 
bufinefs  of  the  feflibn,  oije  is  not  furprifed  to  difcover  itt 
Mr.  SouthwilPs  firft  difpatthes  on  its  opening,  cionfiderable 
impatience  6s  a  niinifter,  whatever  Ws  jpriWf^  opinioa 
M  to  a  >tJttiori  inight  be^  at  finding  the  Houfe  of 
Cpmmom '  nidre  wilHtig  to  deliberate  on  matters  of 
thsit  fort,  ^han  ready  to  fatisVy  the  pecuniary  esrigencies 
of  ih6  Government.  On  the  25th,  in  a  letter' to  Lord 
Nottingham^  he  fays,  «  It  is  a  miferable  fatigde  \ve  are 

*  under.     We  are  forced  to  ufe  a  gredt  deal  of  claret, 

*  and  a  great  many  argmiients,   and  all  little  enough. 

*  There  is  a  moft  ftrange  niiktirre  of  Scotch  ind  fona- 
<  tical  priliciples,  which  fcftrr^  itfte  mafs.     TThey  are  jea- 

*  lous  of  every  thJng;    and'i^ere  it  not  that  my  Lord 

*  Lieutenant  has  a  great  jperfbiid  intereft,  nothing  at  all 

*  would  be  done.*     This  he '  means  in  regard  to  the  fup- 
'  plre$,  ivhich  the  Lord  Lii^utenani  endeavoured  to  obtain 

for  three  years,  but  which  attempt,  after  every  effort, 
he  was  obliged  to  abandon,-  a  grant  even  fot  two  having 
palTed  with  difficulty.  ,^      .    . 

In  a  fhort  time,  both  houfes  formed' themfelvesifi to 
Committees  <)n  the  ftateof  the  i^tion.  Twb'days  before 
that  of  the  Boofedf  Commons  fat,  Mr.* S<9«/Att/ir//\*mes  to 
\j,qtA  NoHinghafh '  his  conjeQures  about  the  event,  as  fol- 
lows :  *  Next'Moitday  is  appointed  to  confidcr  of  the  ft^te 
'^  of  the  nation*;   and  I  believe  it  will  end  hi  this,*  after 

*  confidering  Vottic  ^fffficulties  they  He  under,  ro  miake 

*  fome  reprefcntation,  full  of  tcntpef  and  tnoderatiort, 
'  for  gaining  fome  relief  in  thofe  points  ;'  and  many  evm 

*  tali  of  a  Union  * 

*;..  ^  When 


When  i^he  Committee  rook  plSK^,  it  app^isirs  that  the 
wifk  :foc  th^f  meafoTQ  was'  {Ult  more  g^eral  than^^e 
iuuifor^een.        .        ;   •  >  ^ 

;  *  T)bisid^y>f  ftyis  he,  in  ^letter  liirritteh  iat  night  to 
the  fa(n^  NphkittanV  ^  the  Hpiile  of  Comnoions' had 
f  appointed ^o  go  kito  lih^  Aats  of  the  nation.';  and  after 
^  fome  ^of^rs}  fitt^ig^'  ao4  confidering  the  many  miafbr- 
^.  lunes  th^  <|oiintry  :lay  Hqder,  in  point!  dF  trade  and 
f  ;OfH^r  circqpofia'pce3,  dl  iht  Jpiohri  eomludid,  thai  thij 

*  didf  In  the  moft  earneft  manner y  deftre  a  Union  n»i^  &//- 

*  hndy  and  they  have  appointed  Friday  next  to  confider 

*  that  matter j  and  h^w-to»  rflprefent  the  iknifi  to  the 
'  Lord  i'i^ut^nant,  .10,  l§y  iji;  (before  her  MajeAy^  tlKii.hqr 

<  Maj^%  may  lAterpofe  wittli  thd  Piiirlisuineint  of  £9^1^ 
^  in  that  affair.     I  muft  needs  owOy  that  iht  great^toHi- 

*  per  and  good  difpofition  of  the  debate  furprifed  moll 
'  people^  atid  tboSs  things  «hicb  feeinidd  tp  be  tike  blud-^ 

<  ^(t  grle^an^e^  wei«;  touched  with  all  the  truefeiiifiry  bdt 
.^  at  tMefaltne  time  wnbthe»  triKd  dirpdfiek>ti,F^a»  if  ttiey 

*  deiked  Ji^thing.  ii3ore>>  wkich  £  toptt  wilt  io^im  tUe 
'  <  n^xi  feflion  S  %  bor  Mije^'s  ni^iirioi%  iotQulki^afe 

*  tWs  good  di>fpofit40».*    .  :i 

It  Is  from  the  tenour  of  this  letter^  a^d  (j^nn^  l^tbfi]*$  m 
the  fame  fpirit,  that  I  infer  both  that  the  fober  wi(h  and 

,  opinion  of  the  leading  men  ^was^  ftroifgly  ifi  layour  l>f  a 
Unipfs    ai)d   that  Mf.  Smdhw^ll  himfelf  wa^  i|K:)lmd 

\X9'^X.  .   .^      ,     ■  _  .-.    . 

■'  "'    '       ■  The 

*  f.  e\-  C)f  the  5;3f^/jy*  Parliament,  wjjicli  x^CSt  ?Q  the  j?^i»ning 
of  tliefrtio\iHiJg  month,  Ifov.  i7C!3r 
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The  Hoafe  ht  in  Ib^  CQmmittee  on  feveral  riKfferent 
(]ay$;  and  it  appeals'  tbat.  the  Speaker^.  Mh  Biwdritkf 
took  an  a3ive  part  in  framing  certain  refolutiotis^  vrhich 
were  reported  by  Mr.  MeU/ivortb,  the  Chairman,  on  th« 
iith;  and  the  l^ft  of  which  was,  '  that  her  Majefty  be 
'  5  ihoft  imrnbly  moved,  that  through  her  prjncely  good- 
^  nefi,   and  wiidom,  a^nd  fiivourable  interpofition,  her 

♦  fubjeds.  of  this  kingdbro  nky  be  relieved  frdm  the 
.^  calamities  they  now  lie  under,  by  a  f\i\V  enjoyment  of 
^  their  cdnftitutiotnt  er  a  mtre  firm  and  firicf  Union  mtb 
^  England''.' 

.   .  •  .  •  •   •'  » 

Thefe  refolutions  were  afterwards  formed  into  a,  Re« 
fpiefenitatioii  addrefTed  to  ihe  Queen,  which  concluded  , 
iflearly  to  the  fame  effed.     The  Reprefent^tion  was  voted 
-onthe  20th  of  Odoben 

.  .On  the  25th  the  Houfe  of  Lords  refelved, '  Upon  due 
f  cotidEkteration  of  the  prefeht  conftitution  of  this  king- 
<.  dom,.:that  iiich  an  humble  reprefentatioi  be  made  to 
.<  the  Qgeec^,  of  the  ftate  and  condition  thereof,  as  may 
^  beft  incHne  her  Majefty,  by  foch  proper  means  as  to 
^  her  Majefty  (hall  feem  fit,    for  pronooting  fuch   an 

<  Union  with  Engjanjd  as  may  qualify  the  ftates  of  thia 

<  kingdom  to  be  reprefented  in  the  Parliament  there '.' 

Ido  not  find  that  any  farther  ftep  was  taken  by  that 

•  Houfe  in  confequence  of  this  refolution.     The  Queen's  l^ 
anfwer  to  their  addrefs  was  couched  in  obliging  term^  but  ^s^ 

took 

3  Mr.  Soutbwiil*s  Letter  to  Lord  Nottingbamt  9th. OA.  1703^ 
^  Jounftls  of  the  Wfli  Houfe  of  Commons,  voj.  iii,.  p.  45^ 
'^  Jbi^rn^lsoftheiriih  Houfe  of  Lqrdfi^  vol.  ii.p,  i^..  / 
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ld©feift>  ndtke  whalfever  of  the  fuggeftion  relative  to  a 
Union  ^ 

That  to  tlie  Reprtfentation  of  the  Commons  was  in 
fefs  gracious  language :  *  Her  Majefty  having  confiderc^ 
^  of  the  Reprefentation  made  by  the  Houfe  of  Commons 

*  in  Ireland,  has  commanded  this  anfwef  to  be  returned; 

*  That  the  fifft  p^lrt  Teems  to  relate  to  matters  pa(l/iu 

*  Parliament,  and  the  other  pan'  (iii  which  a   Union 
was  mentioned)  *  confifting  only  of  tBings  in  general, 

*  her  Majeily  can  give  no  particular  anfwer  s^t  prefcnt^ 

*  but  will  take  them  into  her  confideration.* 

It  was  not  feceived  till  the  nth  of  February 7,  at  an 
interval  of  near  four  months  from  ihe  delivery  of  the 
Reprefentation  to  the  Lord  l^ieutenant". 

It.  is  difBcutt  to  conceive  what  good  reafons  eould  have 
been  ilated  by  the  -  Adminiftration  of  England  at  that 
time  for  reje3ing,  -  in  fo  hirfli  anddifdainftil  a'manner, 
advances  towards  a  meafore  which^  as  the  Irilh  Commons 
jiiftly  obferved  in  their  Reprefentation,  would  umjueftion- 
ably  have  been  to  the  advantage  of  that  kingdom. 
Whatever  ratto  /uftfficaiiva>  they  might  have  been  able 
to  plead,  it  is  probable  the  rath  fuaforia  was,  th^at  the 
J^ufinefs  was  chiefly  promoted  in  Ireland  by  the  party 
they  fuppofed  hoftile  to  themfelves.  To  (hew  liow  little 
difficmlty  the  carrying  of  it  into  execution  was  likely  to 
.have  encountered  there,  in  addition  to  what  I  have 
'    already  dated,  I  will  read  the  concluding  paragraph  of  a 

letter 

6  It  was  dated  Windfor,  lath  Oft.  170J,  and  coromuqicated 
to  the  Lords  in  Irehiad  on  the  igtli  bf  itat  month.  Journals  of 
the Iriih  Houfe  of  Lords,  vol.  ii.  p.  M* 

7  Journals  of  the  Irilh  Houfe  of  Commons,  vol.  iii.  p.  168^ 
^  Oft.  34.  Ibid.  p.  70.7-^. 
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letter  from  Sir  Richard  CfA',  t^iQ  Cbaoce^^^rj  iohmi 
Nottingham,  dated  Feb.  13,  1703-4: 

*  There  is  no  remedy  fa  proper  for  both  kingdoms  as 

*  fome  fort  of  UnioD«  .which  would  ^oiulucejo  cnrieh  aiu} 
'  (Irengthen  i^nglandy   ^d  edablifli  the  Engliih  itit^reft 

*  here^  and  make  it  profper ;  for  in  tW  cafe  all  the  Britifli 
.*  would  be  good  Engliibmen ;  and  finatvi  do  not  capitu* 

*  latest  o^idyoyt  moj  be  your  own  ^arv$r$f  \l  fecms  M^prthy 
your  ferigys  thoughts  to  promoteiogood  a  work** 

And-  let  not  Gentfemen  fuppofe  that  the  Union  was  then 
confidered  merely  as  a  refuge  from  the  abjeS  condition  of 
a  fubordinate  Legiflature.  Whfttever  topics  the  warmth 
of  oppofition  may  have  introduced  into  the  ReprefentatioR 
of  the  Iriih  Conunons,  the  traniaSions  of  both  Hoi/fes 
during  that  feflion  completely  prove  how  fully  they  aSed 
.  z»  the  uAcootrdled  branches  of  a  Paf Uament  perfeQIy 
fiii  juris.  The  Commons  with  difficulty  granted  fupfdtcB 
ios:  two  years,  infiead  of  for  (hree ; »  had  been  de- 
manded;, and  this,  after  calcuUtlig  the  eftaUiflimeot 
ou  dn^  ioweifl:  fcale,  and  debiting  the  Treafiiry  with  the 
autfiaiiding  arrears  of  revenue^  contrary  to  former  prao- 
^e.  The  other  Hoqfe,  without  regard  to  anjr  ofiience 
wbkh  might  be  takes  in  England,  -by  m  fblenm  refo* 
Ivuion  aflieried  th^ir  (upreme  and  exdudve  right  «f 
.  appeal^  and  adually  exercii[ed  it  by  ifluin^  ^o  order 
^  under  which  the  Earl  of  Mtath  was  put  in  pofleffion  of 
an  eflatc,  dire^aiy  in  the  teeth  of  a  decree  of  the  Houfe 
of  X^ords  in  England  ^    , 

The 

9  Journals  of  the  Irifli  Houfe  of  I40rd3>  voU  ii,  pi.  a4*  «*«  3P* 
ih  35>  36*  4i>  4».  44.  J»>. |3»  6a. 


-    *rh6  ^pm  Kif  A\zi' lAouti  ih  the;bufinefs  of  thc'^r 

"juditattrre  may  be  feithfe'r  judged  of  Trohi*  a  paragraph  in 

^Iftc  letter  I  have  already  qu6^ed  of  Sir  Richard  Cox^  to 

Lord  ifottin^bafk  :''^  Ydat-  Lordftip  may  Tie  plcafcd  to 

*  remenibtr,  that  from  tW  beginning,  and  particularly 
f  in  tfe'clofet  before  ftfy  Lord  Treasurer,  I  exprcffecl 
*'  more  apprchenfion  frdni  the  oebaies  of  the  Lords  than 

*  of  the  Commons^  for  t  khew  the  former  would  thint 

*  themfelves  bound  iji  honour  to  vindicate|  a  juri^ifkion 
^  thiey  claim  as  infeparably  inherent  to  a  Houfe  of 
^  Lords,  and  which  they  might  conteiye  the  Lords  ia 

*  England  could  not  oppofe  \yithout  (baking  their  <)w4;i 

*  foundations/  .  ^ 

.  ■  .       > 
About  the  time  When  thefe  prbceedmgs  were  go'uigo^ 

in  the  Parliament^*  the  fubjeS  of  a  Union  between  Ireland  ] 

and  this  ^country  appears  by  many  publications  to  havf 

been  a  very  general  topic  of  difcufTioa  out  of  doors.. 

^\$3^mas  Brtwfter^  who  had  been  a  member  of  the 
Irifli  liottfe  of  Commoiii^  publiflierf,  in  the  year  1762*, 
It, pamphlet,  entitled,  •  tftw  EJfa^fs  0n  Vraie^^  inuhich. 
there  is  a  long  chapter  on  the  fubje£l:.  I  wiH  not 
trouble  the  Houie  with  all  his  reaibnii^  upon  it,  thougfi 
it  is  clearly  that  of  an  intelligent  and  fenfible  man,  but 
I  beg  leafc  to  read  the  following  fhort  paffage : 

•  By   tWs  mcafurc  future  rebellions   would  fee  prc- 

*  'Tented^  which  that  kingdom  Vras  never  long  free  fronr. 
^  Ireland  would  be  then  England,  and  tjie  nation  become 

*  more   formidable  abroad  and  fafer    at  home— Ireland 
*■  tlnikirlg,  as  it  were,  one  continent   with  this  ifland, 

*  Whicfe  k  wouW  become  in  e^fefif,  and  more  ufefully 
^  than  if  it  were  To  in  reality.* 

Ii> 
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In  a  book  printed  in  the  (km^  year,  entitled*  4^//^ 
'  eel  lama  Aulua}  there  is  a  fliort.psipec  with  tl^is.Aiper^ 
Tcripiion,  *.  A  PropofaJ  of  f^^veral  Officers,   and  ,otb«5f* 

*  Gentlemen  of  Englifti   ExtraSion  in  Ireland^  fpr  .a 

*  Union  of  that  tCihffdora  with  England.*  Ther^  is  no 
date  to  it;  b;ut  it  mud'  hav^  been  originally,  drawn,  up 
either  in  xhe  reign  of  Charles  IL  or  of  Kixig.  Wiliian>^ 
as  appears  by  this  in  trod  u£lory  paragraph:        -    . 

*  His  Majefty^s  good  fubjefiis  in  Ireland,  upon  the 

*  hearing   iaf  a  propofal  made  hot  long  fince   for  thp 

*  uniting  England  and  Scotland^  (there  was,  I  believe;, 
jio  fuch  propofal  in  Janjes  the  Second's  time,)  *  with  all 

*  obedience  and  fubmiffion  humbly  conceive  it  a  mean^ 

*  conducible  thereto,   if  the  like  Union  of  ,Eng)ai)d  and 

*  Ireland,  under  out  Ugijlative  pow^r  ajfemikd  in  one 
'  Parliament,  might  be  refettled  de  jure,  in  fomething 
'  like  the  manner  it  was  formerly  de  fadlo,  to  the^facili- 

*  tating   his   Majefty^s    gracious    government   of  ^oth 

*  kingdon^s,  diflblving  of  many  intricate  dtiScuIties, 
'  taking  away  iQuch  of  the  root  of  difFereitoe  and  di(^ 

*  cord  between  the  now  n^any  parties  in  his  M^jefty-i 
^  faid  kingdx)rns,  and  ftrengthening  his  hands  agaioft  all 

*  oppofitioQ,  both  at  home  and  abroad/ 

Itjfeems  pretfy  clear,  from  the  title  and  ftyle  of  this 
propofal,  that  it  was  defigned  to  be  laid  before  Govern- 
tVi'^:Xr  and  was  the  ad:  of  fome  known  and  cpnfiderable 
^lafs  of  perfoQs ;  fo  thar  it  mod  probably  was  a  imaitef 
of  general,  no toriety. 

I  will  mention  one  other  publication  of  that  ^ime^ 
which  exprefsly  purports  to  have, been  fubmitted.  to  the 
cQnfideration  of  Queen  Anufe  and  her  Parliament.     The 

title 
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I  title,^  '  An  Effay  upon  an  Union  pf  Ireland  with  Eng^ 

;  *  land,  moft  humbly  offered  to  the  Confideration  of  the 

*  Queen's   moft  excellent  Majefty  and  both  Houfes  of 
\  *  Patliaraent/     The  datfe,   in  the  copy  I  have  feen,   is 

f  *'  Dublin,  reprinted,   1 704.' 

f  This   author  ftates  his  opinion,   that  while  Ifelaiid 

.  continues  a  diftrnft  kingdom,  the  only  precautions  Eng- 
land can  take  to  prevent  any  danger  that  may  arife  to  it 
.  from,  that  country,  are,    rft,  to  entruft  the  Governmeht 
f  there  entirely^  in  th€  hands  of  Englifhmen  ;  or,  a^ly^.  to 

;  check  the  growth  of  that  kingdom  in  point  of  trade 'and 

wealth,  fo  that  it  may  not  be  able  to  attempt  any  thing 
i  a^ainft    the    conftitution   of    England.      He   afterwards 

I  enters  into  .a  variety  of  arguments  to  (hew   the  equal 

.  injuftice  and  impolicy  of  either  of  thofe  methods,  and 
then  comes  to  his  propofal  of  a  Ui^ion,  which  he  fup- 
ports  in  a  manner  very  clear  and  forcible,  on  confidera- 
tionft- refpeSing  the  interefts  and  relative  fituation  of  the 
two  kingdoms,  proving  himfelf  (whoever  he  was)  to 
have  been  a .  pcrfon  of  more  than  ordinary  information 
and  abilities. 

Thus,  Sir,  I  think  I  have  ihewn  that  this  idea,  npw 
faid  to  be  fo  novel  to  Ireland,  muft  nave  been  in  the  ge- 
neral contemplation  of  all  thinking  people  in  that  coun- 
try from  the  days  of  Cromwell  to  the  period  of  the  Union 
of  England  and  Scotland. 

Upon  that  event  the  hopes  of  thofe  true  patriots  ia 

Ireland,  as  I  muft  confider  them,  whp  wiflied  for  the 

bleffing  of  a  like  Union  to  their  own  country,  fccm  to 

have  revived,  while  the  Englifti  Minjftcrs  of  that  daycon- 

:    tinued  to  feel  the  fame  difincUnatioa  to  it, -which  had 

u  been 
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!i«cn  manifcfted  My  ihofc  in  power  at  the  beginniDg'^f  tfie 
reign. 

In  the  fpeech  of  the  Eafl  of  Pmhroh^  then  Lof* 
Lieutenant,  at  the  epening  of  tfec  feffion  on  the  7th  of 
July  1 707,  fo  memorable  and  important  an  occurrence  aa^ 
fhe  Union  with  Scotland,  was  not  even  nien(i6ned.  **  Bufe 
the  Commons  that  very  day  refolved  on  an  addrefs  of  coh- 
gratulation  to  her  Ma j eft  y,  *  on  the  accomplifliraent  of  the. 

*  great  work  of  uniting  her  Majefty's  kingdoms  of  Eng- 

*  land  and  Scotland/*  Mr,  Brodrick  w«s  chairman  df 
the  committee  who  prepared  it,  and  it  is  drawn  in  fuch 
warrti  language  of  admiration  as  clearly  evinces  how 
great  an  impreflion  the  fubjefk  had  made  :    •  We  crave 

*  leave  to  lay  hold  of  the  earlieft  opportuifity  humbly  to 

*  adddrefs  your  Majefty  with  our  moft  hearty  and  fincere 

*  congratulations,  for  the  in  ward  joy  and  fatisfadion  you' 

*  are  blefled  with,  and  the  glory  you  have  acquired  by 

*  accomplifliing  the  Union  of  your  Majefty's  kingdoms^ 

*  of  England  and  Scotland.    This  great  and  glorious  work, 

*  which  your  anceftors,  with  their  utmoft  endeavours,  la- 

*  boured  to  accotpplifh,  lay  above  the  reach  and  wifdom 

*  of  former,  times,  and  fecms  to  have  been  referved  by 

*  Heaven  for  youf  Majefty*s  reign,  as  one  great  reward 

*  of  an  exemplary  piety  and  heroic  virtue,,  fignally  dc- 
'- moriffrated  in  what  you  have  refolutely  undertaken,  and 
'  Tuccefsfully  carried  on,  to  procure  the  general  happinefs, 

*  and  fecure  the  liberty  of  Europe.     The  difficulty  of  the 

*  attempt  required  the  greateft  genius  to  furmount  it ; 
,  '  and   wfc  cannot   but  highly   honour  atid  admire  the 

*  wifdom  of  thofe  counciljs  that  have  by  it  given  a  further 

*  fecurity 

«  Jouraah  of  the  Irilh  Lords,  vol.  ii.  p.  1 53 .  Of  the  Houfic  0^ 
Commons,  vol.  iii*  p.  364*       \ 

*  Journah  of  Iriih  Cpnunonii  voL  ui.  p.  365* 
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"*  fccurity  to  tlic  peace  and  fafety  of  your  Majefty's  govern- 
^  ment,  the  Proteftantfuccefjion*,  and  the  dhurch  as  by 
*''hw  edabliihed  in  England  and  Ireland.  May  God  put 
"*  1/  in  your  royal  heart  to  add  greater  ftrength  and  luf.re  to 
^  your  erown,  by  a /till  more  comprehenjive  Union.*  ^ 

The  Lords  expreffcd  thenifekes  to  the  fame  cflFeQ, 
-though  not  quite  in  fuch  direft  terms :  "*  We.congratu- 

*  late  the  glorious  fuccefs  of  your  Ma|efly's  endeavours 

*  for  fecuring,  by  your  arms  abroad,  the  liberties  of  Eu- 

*  rope>  and  the  wdfare  of  your  fubjeQs  at  home,  by 
^uniting  Great  Britain  into  one  body  under  the  fame 
•^  Proteftant  fucceffion  to  the  throne  of  ali  your  dominions, 
'*  We  arc  fenfible  how  effcflual  a  means  that  will  prove 

*  to  prevent  the  attempts  of  Papifts  horn  difturbing  the 
^  quiet  of  your  Majefty-s  empire,  and  particularly  of  this 

*  kingdom j(,  that  has  been  fo  often  endangered  by  them. 
^  May  your  Majefty  go  on  and  extend  your  favour  to  all  your 
^  fuVjeSlt  till  none  are  excluded  from  fo  great  a  hlefftng^  but 

*  fuch   as  by  then*  own  frowardnefs   or  difaflFeaion  to 

*  the  public  ;^ood  bar  the'mfclves  from  the  general  advari- 

*  tages  of  your  Majeily's  rei^n.'  ♦ 

"^  The  Queen's  anfwer  to  <he  Commons  was  in  thefe 
very  general  and  evafive  terms :  *  The  Commons  may  be 

*  aflured,  that  nothing  (hall  be  wanting  on  her  part  to 

*  make  the  Union  of  all  her  fubjeSs  as  extetifive  as  is 

*  poffible.*^^*  And  although  in  their  new  addrefs  of 
thanks  for  this  anfwer  they  feem  to  have  been  defirous  to 
give  it  an  interpretation  applicable  to  the  meafure  they 
iiad   in   contemptation,  declaring  that   •  The  affurance 

*hcr 

3  Journals  of  the  hilh  Commons,  vol.  iii.  p.  338. 
*  t5th  July  I707»  Journals  of  Irifti  Lords,  vol.  ii.  p.  161. 
*   ^  3«th  July  1707,  Journals  of  Irifli  ComnJons,  toI.  iii.  p.  4^0: 
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*  her  Majcfty  had  been  pleafed  to  give  them,  had  infpircd 

*  them  with  hopes  of  an  additicn  to  the  many  bleffings  they 

*  enjoyed  under  her  moft  aufpicious  reign  ;'*  *  yet  no  real 
encouragement  being  given  to  their  overtures  on  the  fub- 
jeft,  the  matter  was  profecuted  no  farther.  The  whole  of 
the  anfwer  to  the  addrefs  of  the  Lords  was  in  thefe  formal, 
cold,  and  diiheartening   words  :  *  Her   Majefty  returns 

*  their  Lordfhips  her  hearty  thanks  for  their  addrefs^  and 

*  is  very  fenfible  of  their  zeal  for  hers  and  the  public 
^  fervice.     Her  Majefty  is  alfo  very  well  pleafed  with 

*  the  fatisfaSion  their  Lordlhips  exprefs  in  her  endea- 

*  vours  to  unite  all  her  fubjeQs.'  "^  ^ 

The  Englilh  Governr^ent  and  the  Irifti  Parliament  had 
one  very  natural  fentiment  in  common,  the  apprehenfiop 
.  of  danger  from  the  great  number  of  Catholics  in  Ireland* 
who  continued  attached  to  a  dethroned  monarch  oJF . 
the  fame  religion  with  themfclvcs.  But  the  Parliament 
feems  to  have  looked  to  a  legiflative  Union  as  the  fureft 
proteSion  againft  this  danger.  The  Minifters  in  Engr 
land  preferred  the  eftablifiiment  of  a  fyftem  of  feverc  pe^ 
nalties  and  difqualifications  againft  Papifts,  feftriSivc  of 
the  rights,  as  well  civil  as  political,  which,  till  then, 
they  had  enjoyed  in  that  country  equally  with  their  Pror 
teftant  fcUow-fubjefts.  And  the  attempt  to  engage  the 
Queen  in  the  meafure  they  had  recommended  having 
failed,  the  Parliament,  feeing  no  third  courfe,  thought 
themfelveSi  compelled  to  co-operate  with  the  Crown  in 
adopting  the  other  expedient.  It  has,  accordingly,  been 
truly  reniarked  by  a  great  authority  in  the  fiftcr  kingdom, 

*  That  it  was  not  till  the  propofition  to  unite  the  Le- 

*  giCatures 

*  31ft  July  1707,  Journals  of  Iriffi  Commons,  vol.  iii.  p.  4ai. 
7  Journals  of  the  Irifh  Houfe  of  Lords,  4th  Augu'ft  1 707, 
vol.  ii.  p.  180. 
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*  giflatures  of  the  two  countries  had  proved  abortive,  that 

*  the  great    code  of   the    popory  laws  of  Ireland  wad' 
fenaaed.'^    ^  ' 

I  do  not  find  the  rriatter  of  Union  to  have  been  after- 
wards revived  in  the  Irifh  Parliament,  but  it  dill  conti- 
nDed  to  be  a  very  general  and  frequent  fubjeft  of  public 
difcuffion  in  both  kingdoms. 

In  Ca/tf's  Letters,  a  work,  I  believe,  of  univerfal  cir- \ 
culation  about  the  middle  of  the  enfuing  reign,  Mr.  Tren* 
^  clTurdy  who  was  peculiarly  verfed  in  the  concerns  of  Ire- 
land, recommended  it  in  the  following  terms,  which 
conclude  one  of  the  letters  in  that  collefbion  written  by 
him,  and  entitled,  *  On  Plantations  and  Colonies  :* 
■    *  Ireland  is  too  powerful  to  be  treated  only  as  a  colony. 

*  If  we  defign  to  continue  them  friends  ^  the  bed  way  to  do  it 
'  *  is  to  imitate  the  example  of  merchants  and  (hopkeepcrs; 

*  that   i§,  when   their  apprentices   are  acquainted  with 

*  their  trade,  and  out  of  their  time,  to  take  them  into 
^  partTierfhip  rather  than   let  them /^^  up  for  themfelves 

*  in  the  neighbourhood.'  *  • 

It^  is  .yery  clear  that  neither  he  nor  any  of  the  earlier 
writers  I  have  quoted,  ever  imagined  there  could  be  any 
difficulty  or  objeQion  raifed  on  the  part  of  Ireland. 

.  \  .  ^ 

In  the  reign  of  George  the  lid,  about  the  year  1735, 
the  excellent  Berkeley ^  a  mod  impartial  and  enlightened 
patriot^  publiftied  a  book  on  the  interefts  of  Ireland, 
failed  *  The  ^erift^  from  many  pafTages  in  which  he 

appears 

*  Lord  FitzgiMfon*s  Speech  in  the  Irifli  Houfe  of  Lords,  13th 
,  March  1793,  Irifli  edition,  p.  16.  * 

^  Cato's  Letters,  3d  edition,  vol,  iv.  Letter  I,  p.  i», 
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appears  to  have  had  the  expediency  of  a  Union,  for  the 
advantage  both  of  his  native  country  and  this,  ftrongly 
impreffed  on  his  mind.  In  the  90th  query,  particularly, 
he  thus  cxprefles  himfelf :   *  ^.  Whether  if  it  be  not  the 

*  true  intereft  of  both  nations  to  become  one  people,  end 

*  whether  either  be  fufficiently  apprifed  of  this  ?' 

Dean  Tucker's  propofal  for  *  A  Union  with  Ireland,' 
was  firft  printed,  I  believe,   in  the  year   1751,  in   his 

*  Effay  on  Trade  ;' '  a  work  as  generally  read  and  fludied 
in  Ireland  as  Great  Britain. 

In  the  year  following  (i  752)  a  traS  appeared  under  the 
title  of  *  A  Propofal  for  uniting  the  Kingdoms  of  Great 
^  Britain  and  Ireland.'  vhich  was'  generally  underftood 
to  be  the  produQion  of  a  refpe£table  Nobleman  of  the 
filler  kingdom,  to  whom  I  have  before  alluded,  the  late 
Marquis  of  Down/hire ;  and  if  I  am  not  much  mifinform- 
ed,  this  meafure  now  under  confideration,  vix,  a  legifla- 
tive  incorporation,  which  it  was  the  objeQ  of  that  pub- 
j  Jication  to  recommend,  was,  during  the' whole  of  his  life/ 
a  favourite  object  with  that  experienced  ftatefman,  a  fre- 
quent fubjeft  of  his  conVerfation  and  difcuflion  in  both 
kingdoms,  and  ftrongly  recommended  by  him  at  different 
jtimes  to  the  different  perfons  fucceffively  at  the  head  of 
Gevernment. 

Sir,  I  truft  the  fdeSion  I  have  made,  which,  though 

a  fmall  part  of  what  might  have  been  ftated,  may,  I  fear, 

.  have  appeared  tedious  to  the  Houfe,  has  fully  proved  my 

.llflertion,  that  this  fubjeft  has  not  come  on  the  fudden, 

and  by  furprife,  on  the  people  and  Parliament*  of  If  eland. 

"^  Indeed 

■  Propofal  3d  and  4th. 
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Indeed  Mr.   Burki   (whofc  name  I  cannot   proobttnce 
without  #evereDce  and  afFcQion)  tells  us,  in  his  Letter  to 
Sir  Hercules  Langrijhey  *  that  he  had  heard  a  difcuffion 
'  concerning  an  Union  annrongft  all  forts  of  men  cvcrTincc 

*  h«  remenobered  any  thing.* »  " 

I  ivifh  I  could  have  added  that  great  man.  to  the  lift  of 
.    thofe,  both  in  Ireland  and  here,  who  have  been  decided 
advocates  for  the  meafure  ;   but  left  he  fliould  be  fup- 
pofed  to  have  been  decidedly  of  a  contrary  opinion^   I 
"  will  fubjoin  the  candid  language  in  which  he  goes  on  in 
I  the  fame  paflage  to  exprefs  himfetf  concerning  it : 

*  For  nay  own  part/  fays  he,  *  I  have  never  been  able  to 

*  bring  my  mind  to  any  thing  clear  and  deciHve  on  the 

*  fubjed;  there  cannot  be  a  more  arduous  queftion.   ^As 
I                           *  fiir  as  I  can  form,  ap  •  opinion,  it  would  not  be  for  the 

*  mutual  advantage,  of  both  kingdoms ;  but  perfons  more 
'  able  thsln  I  am  (ibiitk  otherwife.  But  whatever  the  merits 
'  of  thii  Union  may  be,  to  make  it  a  menace  it  muft  be 
<  ibewn  to  be  an  evil,  and  an  evil  more  particularly 

*  to  thbfe  who  Tire  threatened  with  it,  than  to  thofe  who 

*  throw  it  out  as  a  terror.     I  really  do  not  fee  how  this 

*  threat  can  operate,  or  that  the  Catholics   are   more 

*  likely  to  be  lofers  than  the  Churchmen.'  ^ 

It  cannot  hav^  efcaped  the  atteiitionvof  the  Houfe, 
that  pone  of  thofe  of  whoni  I  have  made  mention,  neither 
Sir  ff^Uhm  Petty,  tjic  Jrifti  Council  of  Trade,  the  two 
Houfes.of  that  Parliament  in  1703  and  1707,  nor  Mr. 
Trencburd^  Bifliop  Berkeley^  Dean  Tucker,  Lord  Down^ 
Jbire,  pr  Mr.  Burke,  ever  feem  to  have  entertained  a 
-    ,  ^  fufpicion 

*  Second  edition,  p.  7;.  ^  Ibid, 


(  M^  ) 

*  fufpicion  of  that  new  difcovery — the  inoooipctcncy  of 
the  Irifh  Parliament. 

What  has-been  dated  to  (hew  the  long  and  continued 
attention  which  muft  have  been  given  to  the  fubjeft  in 
Ireland,  goes  a  great  way  alfo  to  prove,  that  there  muft 
always  havebeen  a  great  nunnber  of  perfons  there,  in  that 
fphere  of  life  in  which  alone  men  are  to  be  found  in  any 
country  capable  o.f  underftanding  and  judging  of  fuch 
matters,  who  were  ftrongly  of  opinion,  that  a  legifla- 
tive  Union  would  be  of  the  dtmoft  benefit  to  theirs. 

It  has,  however,  been  very  confidently  averred,  that 
the  Iriih  in  general  have  always  been  averfe.to  a  Union  ;    . 
infomuch  that  whenever  it  has  been  an  objeS  there  to 
render   anew  Lord   Lieuteiiant  unpopular,  it  has  been 
cpfiomary  to  give  out  as  a  watchword,  that  he  had  been  ' 

fent  over  for  the  purpofe  of  effef^ing  that  meafure.     I  j 

know.  Sir,  that  the  art  of  running  down  a  Lord  Lieu- 
tenant in  former  times  has  been  carried  to  a  great  degree 
ofperfeSion  in  that  kingdorn,  and  perhaps  it  may  not 
yet*  have  fallen  into  abfolute  difufe.  •  But  is  it  thought 
that  fuch  a  *  politic  tricP  (as  De  Foe  exprcfles  himfelf 
on  a  fimilar  fubjeS)  furniflies  a  very  ferious  proof  of  the  , 

difinclination  of  the  majority  of  that  nation  to  the  meafure  ? 
Will  thofe  who  reafpn  in  this  way  deny,  that  there  have 
been  times,  and  thofe  not  very  remote,  when  a  cry  that 
the  objeS  of  a   Chief  Gdverndr^s  million   was  what   is  , 

called  *  Catholic  emancipation,'  wotild  have  been  no  in- 
effeSual  means  of  exciting  the  mob  of  Dublin  againft  | 

him,  perhaps  of  embarraflihg  'or  overturning  hi^  govern-  i 

mem  ?  Friends  as  they  are  to  the  admiflion  of  the  Catho- 
lics to  an  equal  participation  of  political  rights,  will  they 
confent  to  a  fimilar  argument  being  built  againft  thai 

favourite 


J 


(   Mi  )      ^       ' 

iFdvotiritlB  objeift  of  theirs  on  fuch  a  circumftaticc  ?  TJic 
kruth  is,  catchwords  and  quaint  abttradions  have  a  won- 
dei^JFui  efJFedt  fometinks  on  that  nnaltitude;  *  Pr6te(iant 
^  afcehdancy/  and  *  Catholic  emancipation/  have  each 
fiad  their  day,— both,  I  bdiieve,  coined  in  the  fame  mint. 
*  Parliaitjchtary  incompetency'  may,  perhaps,  be  the 
favourite' at  prefent ;  biit  that  phrafe  has  too  little  fingu- 
larity  of  diSion^/and  is  too  plain,  as  well  as  too  ob- 
vioufly  falle  in  its  meaning,  to  have  a  very  long  reign. 
#      -  ... 

In  faQ,  nowever,  when  artful  people  Jiave  chofen  to 
i-aife  ah  alarm,  or  excite  prejudices  in  Ireland  againft  ^ 
Union,  they  have  not  fatisfied  themfelves  with  a  vague 
and  general  defcription  of  it ;  they  have  iaccompanicd 
that  term  with  explanations  naturally  and  juAly  tending 
to  render  the  nieafure  ofl^enfive  and  obnoxloiis  to  the 
nation.  Pp  wc  iind,  when  the  Council  of  T^irade  aiid  the 
Pariianaent,  when  Molynei^x,  ai^d  S/rieUy,  and  Lord 
iiiUJborough  recommended  it,  that  they  loil  the  ^ood-will 
of  thetr^ountry  ?  But  when,  as  ki  i  Tgpt  on  aii  occafioh, 
an  4|ccount  of  which  has  been  quoted  from  the  Annual 
{legider  of  that  year,^  the  Union  fuppofed ,  to  be  in 
contemplation,  has  been  reprcfentcd  as  a  riiearurc  intend- 
ed to  fubjeA  the  trifli  nation  ^  to  the /ami  ia^s  with  Engr 

*  tahd  y  *  when  it  has  heea  represented,  io  ufe  the  Ian- 
giiag^  iniputed  to  a  learned  Gentlemaii  ix>rmerly  a  meni* 
i3er  of  that  Parliament,  <  that  a  Untta  would  be  the  par- 

*  iidpathn  9/ Britijh  texts  witnout  Briti/b  trade,  and  rcii- 

*  der  the  kingdom  of  Ireland  a  wretched  colony,  govern- 
«  cd  by  a  few  cxcifemcn  ;'*— one  docs  pot  wond^  that 
iVith  filch  coiiuaenb,  the  indignation  of  the  populace 

X  ihould 

^  Vol.  ii.  p.  X29« 
-  ^  IrHh  ParliamenUiry  Cehatesi  voi.xii.p.  i77>  i"*^- 
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fliould  have  i)ccn  raifcd  againft  it^  thoogb  every  body 
fnuft  dtfapprove  of  the  diforderly  violence  by  which  they 
were  prompted^  in  1759>  to  break  into  the  Houfc  of 
Lords,  and  commit  that  fort  of  grofs  and  indecent  infuft^ 
towards  the  Throne  which  has  been  mentioned,  and  whicb 
another  Dublin  mob^  on  a  more  recent  and  lefs  excufable 
occafion,  is  faid  to  have  pradifed  towards  the  Chair  of 
the  Houfe  of  Commons. 

As  to  the  fuppoiition  of  a  univerfafity  of  fenttment  at 
prerentmanifefted' in  Ireland  againft  the  Union,  I  muft 
not  exped  that  Gentlemen  on  the  other  fide  wilt  pay  the 
attention  I  think  they  deferve  to  my  reafOns  for  diflenting 
from  it,  efpecially  as  it  was  two  months  ago'  affirmed 
in  this  place,  that  there  were  then  authentic  document^ 
arrived  to  ptovenhe  fad.  According  to  my  information, 
however,  at  that  time  only  certain  meetings  in  Dublia 
and  its  neighbourhood>  and  m  a  few  of  the  counties  in 
Leinfter,  had  declared  any  fuch  opinion  ;  Cork  had  ad^ 
dreffed  his  Majefty  in  favour  of  a  Union,  and  if  I  have 
notheen  greatly  deceived^  pretty  a£iive  endeavoiirs  had 
been  ufed,  but,  up  to  that  tintie  at  ieaft,  in  vain,  to  pro- 
cure addrefles  and  refolutions  againft  it  from  various 
refpediable  counties  in  the  north,  the  weft,"aiKl  the  fouth. 
Since  then,'  indeed,  new  addreflers  and  refohrers  have 
appeared,  but  we  have  alfo  feen  various  counter-refolu- 
tions,  Thofe  of  the  Grand  Juries  of  the  firfl;  city  fai 
magnitude  and  opulence  next  to  Dublin^  and  of  the  firft 
county^  that  of  Cork^y  are  particularly  to  be  diftlnguilhed. 

Sir,  I  i9>otrid  be  one  of  the  laft  to  treat  With  nes- 
ted the  real  fenfe  of  the  nation' on  this  or  any  fub^ 
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j^a;  tat  whfcii  on  this,  as  it  (hall  be  expreflfed  by 
the  fttfirages  t>f  its  reprefentatives,  rauft  ultimately  decide 
the  queftion ;  or  to  fay,  that  even  through  fuch  irregular 
«nd  uncertain  orglsins  as  county  or  corporation  itteetings, 
^he  vcSce  trf  the  pcorpte  is  not  worthy  t)f  "rhe  triott  feridtis 
attention.  Yet  ^htn  I  look  back  on  the  hiftdry  t)f  thU 
cbtintry  iot  the  laft  century  ahd  a  half,  ^d  on  that  ©f 
Vta^e  for  the  ^ft  decdide  of  years,  asf  I  fdpptifti  I  x>\^ 
to  cHl  it ;  When  I  call  to  mind  the  addreffes  to  PiAati 
itirdfnwtiJ  oh  his  facceflion  to  the  Proteaotatt,  thbfe  ki 
Scotland  agaihfe  'the  ¥Mon  of  1 767,  tod  ihofe  in  Franiiie 
•qahirnnl^Aing  ttie  tittuoos  and  faint-iikc  Leuh  XVL  as 
-a  tyratity  aftd  cxtohifig  the  titeody  Rshefpkf'tr  kttd  h\s 
afibcfates  as  the  favioiars  6f  their  cbunt^y ;  1  mtittbe  ^ar- 
•<doncd  if  I  cannot  confider  foch  aSs  and  infthiintttt^, 
liowever  ndrnferociSi  alid  Whatever  rdpeiftibte  n^nlies  tftay 
*fe  found  atObngtbefiACtHptiohsto  thhi^  is  very  teftata 
Jiefts  of  nationa!  opitrion.  MuA  teft  i^  Uttelwittgieabtc 
left's;  ficfr,  fetisfied  as  1  aril dF  the  impohai^ce  ittd  tijfea 
tieiccaity  of\\m  tnezktt  for  the  feftty  of  Irria'nd,  I  ^l 
wot  thii*  To  in  of  one  of  the  moft  intdtigtot  as  "^J^efl  as  ntott 
CiberaUtttinded  nations  that  exifts,  thotigh  with^,  in  timb, 
fottie^at  hafty  and  irritable,  as  Mt  ro'befteeve,  \vhen  thfe 
-arts  th'a?t  ha^e  been  ttnployed  to  etch^  t!*ir  jfeWdmfy  uhd 
rfarto  theiT  honounible  pride  fltiH  iave  beeti  detefikfed, 
^d  Ifce  IHtifions  of  that  fop^iftrtr,  t^fhich  has  Vei^y  nnfor- 
•tui^at<ty  been  taken  for  found  atrguiitent  by  a  f6W  abte 
fttei'k  amoog  them,  ^for  What  at^litres  are  pt66{  a^alnfb 
|)fejuaicc  an4  prepoBciBon  ?)  and  hai  feeeh  dreifed  up 
vttli  all  the  feill  and  tdetits  they  poJBTefs,  to  be  circulated 
Anitalig  the  peopJe  at  large,  fliaH  have  VatiiAed  in  the 
hour  of  fobcr  judgment  "and  reBeftion;  that  tAe  great 
lliiajority  of  the  prefertt  opjponents  will  changfe  their  feii- 
tknerf^s,  i«<ji  k4  the  truth  of  the  did  adi&g^,  that  ktoni 

thought$. 


(     IS«    )  ' 

.  thoughts,  in  rqattcrs  of  fupb  mQipenfi  arc-  |tn?r|iUy  thp 
.beft, 

',■  TbU  the  Scotch  nation  have  fully  experienced  by  the 
bleflings  they  have  derived  froqn  the  Union  cif  1707,  at 
firft  fo  ftrongly  oppofed  by  fo  many  people  of  every  cUfs 
^nd  def^ription  in  t^e  codntry.  That  this  was  the  cafe 
is  as  clear,  I  believe,  as  apy  hiftorical  faS  whatever ; 
iind  therefore  it  hgs  feemed  very  flrange  to  me  to  bear 
|he  refift^ce  made  in  Scotland^  at  that  time,  treated  by 
fonie  Gentlemen  s^  having  beep  (light  ^nd  infignifi^ant  in 
pomparifon  to  tbt  oppclfition  nqw  ei(ifting  in  Ireland  to 
the  yniop  bet  weep  that  country  atid  this  ;  and  the  ntea* 
(are  reprefented  in  truth  to  have  been  the  general  wifli 
^nd  defir^  of  the  who^e  nation.  {ndeeds'Str,  miftaken 
DQtionsi  of  the^  dignity  apd  advantage  of  a  feparate  and 
.  independent  Legiflatqre,  ^xclufiv^fly  their  ^wn,  having 
.  exifted  among  the  Scptch,  from  the  firft  jun^ion  of  the 
two  Crowns,  in  at  leaft  as  exalted  a  degree  as  that  to 
ij^biph  they  are  now  carri^  in  Ireland,  I  do  not  un- 
derftand  uppn  what  evidence  it  is  atledg^d  that,  even 
at  that  early  period,  that  nation  was  aniious  for  a 
,i;:onaplete  legiflativi  incorporation  with  their  fouthern 
n^hboafs.  James  1.  who  bad  become  the  commoa 
Sovereign  of  both,  flight  defire  it.  He  was  certainly  de^ 
(troiis  of  ^  driver  Union  than  the  mere,  dercent  of  the 
Engliihn^onarchy  upop  him  had  produced.  And  a  kg^flativi 
Union  was  undoubtedly  in  the  contemplation  of  fopie  of 
f  he  great  ftatefmen«  with  whom  he  feems  chiefly  tQ.have 
confcilted  on  the  fubjed,  particularly  Sir  Frapcis  Bappn. 
But,  from  a  ^onfideratipn  of  the  articles  agreed  to  in 
Scotland  on  that,  pccafion,  it  will  be  found,  that  the  adual 
tr^^ty  wbich  became  the  fubjeft  of  negotiation  was  only 
pi  SI  federal  alid  comnf^er^ial  kind^  and  intended  to  ef^ar 


bllih  %ti  equal  communicaiion'  of  civil  and  perlbnal 
rights  ;  but  not  to  incorporate  the  Parliaments :  and  th^ 
Parliament  of  that  country  cxprefsly.decUred,  during  th^ 
progrefs  of  the  bufincfs,  *  iba$  tbt  tin^dam  Jhotddnmain 
^  an  abfiluii  andfree  mSnar^hyJ^ 

When,  after  the  Reftoration,.  in  1670,  the  Coiiir 
miflioners  for  both  fcingdoms  came,  to  treat  for  an  efficient 
incorporation  of  the  two  Legifl^tures^  though  the  Scotch  , 
ihewed  themfelves  p^fedly  well  ifpclined  ta  the  ge-^ 
.  peral  propofiUon,  yet,  by  infifting  on  terms  to  which  they 
mu&  have  been  Aire  England  copld  never  agree,  namely, 
tliat  the  whole  body  of  the  Scotch  Parliament,  the  full 
pumber  of  their  Peers  and  Commoners,  ihould  be 
joined  to  thofe.  of  Elirgland  ;^  they  feem  to  me  tp  haW 
proved  very  clearly  that  they  were  notdifpofed  tonegotiite 
upon  any  praSicable  or  admiffibie  conditions.  .  Accord- 
ingly, a|  that  tim^,  th^  affair  went  otf  in  truth  on  th^ 
part  of  Scotland. 

But  to  come  to  the  treaty  which  was  earried  into  tfr 
kSt.  That  the  great  majority  of  the  truly  wife  and 
fober  men  of  the  country,  the  real  patriots  and  gepuine 
jlatefmen,  and  I  would  add  too,  the  men  of  thie  trueft 
and  mod  elevated  and  enlightened  ambition,  earneftly 
wiflied  for  it,  and  were  vigilant  in  feiziqg  every  occa- 
Hon  aqd  circumftance  which  could  tend  to  its  <:ompIei» 
tion,  I  moft  readily  allow.  But  that  the  faftious,  the 
feditious,  and  the  rebelUousy  that  mapy  hot  obnoxious  to 
fuch  charges,  but  who  had  either  confined  their  views  to 
that  limited  fphere  of  adion,  or,  like  the  celebrated  /7//- 
ch^r,  podefling  great  and  cultivated  pnixids,  had  heated 
-  tl?eir 

•  Spottifwpode^  p»  S^S* 

^  ift  Noveinbcr  167Q.    Dt  Foe^  p.  Cu 


tbtir  imagiifations  with  tiottofis  of  gov«riimfent  iiifaotnpa- 
ttble  with  the  ancient  mftitations  of  their  country,  or  any 
form  which  an  fHCort^oration  of  the  x^o  extfting  conftitu- 
tiofis  could.affume,  bm  which,  from  the  peculiarly  dif- 
ordered  ftate  of  Scotland  »t  the  time*-cMfnerical  as 
they  were — they  vainly  hoped  they  might  fee  realized; 
that  all  thofe  and  va:rious  other  dafles  of  men,  forming, 
perhaps,  a  majority  of  the  whole,  reckoning  by  tale  m- 
ftead  of  weight,  by  numbers  inflead  of  property,  were 
the  declared  and  adive  enemies  of  the  Union,  i$,  I  be-* 
Keve,  as  certain,  as  it  is,  that,  by  virtne  of  the  itianly 
and  fteady  difregard  with  which  the  Admintftratioh  of 
that  day  treated  their  hoftHity  and  violence,  one  of  the  moft 
important  and  fortunate  political  tranfa&ions  recohled  in 
the  amiak  of  the  world,  was  brought  to  a  happy  cohclu*- 
fion.  I  would  recommend  to  any  mail  who  really  hais 
doubts  on  this  point,  the  re-perufal  and  compartfon  of 
the  contemporary  authors  who  have  written  on  the  fiib- 
jed,  particularly  the  two.  moft  remarkaMe  among  thefii, 
De  Foe  the  able  hifiorian  and  advocate,  and  Lockbart  the 
flefamer  and  libeller,  of  the  Union.     ^ 

PerilNt  me  to  read  a  paflage  from  another  writer  of 
the  tin^e,  Bifliop  Bariiit^  as  the  matter  of  it,  I  think, 
gives  us  firong  encouragement  to  cherilh  the  moft  fa- 
vourable profpeft  of  the  iffue  of  the  prefect  iftfll  more 
important  meafure. 

•  The  Union,*  fays  he,  *  of  the  two  kingdoms  was 
^  fi  work  of  which  many  had  defpaired,  in  which  num* 
<  ber  I  was  one;  and  thofe  who  entertained  better  hopes^ 
^  thought  it  muft  have  run  out  into  a  long  negotiation  for 
^  feveral  years;  but,  beyond  all  men's  expedation,  it 
*  was  begun  and  finiflie4  within  the  compais  of  owt. 

'   The^ 


I 
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*  Tte  body  of  the  people  ibewcd  fo  mucfc  ftiWenncfe,  tiiat 
^  pf ob^bly,  bad  any  pfirfiMi.  of  authority  once  kindied  the 
^  flame,  they  feemed  of  fuch  combufttble  mtttef»  jthat 

*  ^he  Union  naight  have  caft  thai  nation  into^reat  con* 

*  vulfions.    The  Duke  of  ^et  njberry  defpaiif ed  of  fucceed*' 

*  ing,  and  one  about  him  wrote  to  the  Lord  Treafurer 

*  refpe^ing  the  ill-teaipeT  the  nation  was%  gemratif  in, 
'and  moving  for  an  adjournment,  that  ib,  tvith  lihe  help 
^  of  time  and  good  management^  thofe  dffBciittteH  which 

*  feemed  then  infuperable,  might  be  conquered'*  He 
^AdSf  *  The  Lord  Treafurer  uAd  rae  his  anfwcr  was— 
^  that  4  del^y  wafi^  upon  the  matter^ .  laying  the  whole 

*  defigH  afnte.'  * 

Nay,  Ski  in  the  Houfe  of  Lord?,  when  the  treaty 
came  tp  be  debated  there.  Lord  Haverjbam  appears  ex* 
prefsly  to  have  ftated,  and  without  being  contradlSed  by 
any  body,  *  That  though  the  articles  of  Union  were  prar 
^  tified  by  the  Scotch  Parliament,  yet  the*  bulk  and  body 

*  of  that  nation  feenaed  to  be  againft  it.     Have  not,'  he 
(aid,  'the  murmurs  of  the  people  there  been  fo  loud  as 

^  to  fltt  the  whole  nation,  and  fo  bold  too  as  to  reach  even 

*  to  the  doors  of  the  Parliament  ?     Has  not  the  Parlia» 

*  meoil  itfelf  thought  fit  to  fufjpend  their  beloved  claufe 

*  ill  their  aft  of  fecurity,  for  arming  their  people,  during 

*  the  feffipn  ?  Nayt  has  not  the  Government,  by  advice 

*  of  Parliaini^N  iff»«d  a  proclamation,    pardoning  aU 

*  flaughter,  bloodfted,  maiming,  dfc.  that  is  committed 

*  upon  any  who  are  found  in  any  tumults  there  ?  1  do  not 

*  mention  this  to  find  fault  with  any  thing  done  in  Scot- 

*  knd,.but  only  to  (hew  to  your  Lordlhips,  that  where 
<  fuch  i»  uniM^al  ptQclacQ^ian  as  this  is  fet  out  by  the 

*  advice 

•  Burnet\  Hiftorf  of  l»i»  611^  Tiiftei,  vol.  ii.  p.  461^ 
»  Ibia. 


^  advice  of  PariUmenti  and  cannot  ({ay  fef  the  iofiiii  t^ 
^'  a  law ;  when  we  know  that^  on  extraordinary  occaiiolks^ 

*  a  bill  may  be  read  tj:\ree  times  in  a  day ;  fare,  my  Lords, 
'  it  (hews  a  very  great  ferment,  that  requires  fo  vtrf 
^  fpeedy  an  application.'* 

To  an  infinity  of  evidence  of  this  contemporaoeows 
fort,  might  bemadded  the  refult  of  that  evidence  as  it  has 
.been  coIleQed  by  every  hiftorian  who  has  written  o  A. 
the  fubjeS  in  later  times,  but  I  will  only  mention  a  ftiort 
fentence  or  t^vo  from  one  who,  in  declaring  his  opinion 
of  the  advantages  the  Union  has  produced  to  both  coun- 
tries, but  efpecially  to  Scotland,  expreflfe^  himfeif  in  the 
following  ftrong  and  glowing""  language  :   *  The  Union 

*  of  the  two  kingdoms,  into  which  the  Englifti  entered 

*  with  fo  much  facility^  and  the  Scotch  tviib  fo  much  r/* 

*  lu^aticff  was  yet  of  infinitely  higher  advanta^  to  the 
'  latter  than  the  former.     An  infepa;rable  connexion  was 

*  thereby  formed  between  them,  by  which  Scotland  was » 

*  to  experience  and  augment  the  happinefs,  the  glojry,  and 

*  the  flability  of  England.     They  wefe  to  be  conftant 
'  '  companions  in  profperity  and  misfortune;  and  if  Eng- 

*  land  is  ever  tfr  periih  like  Carthage,  Sparta,  and  Rome^ 
.*  its  filler  nation  will  prolong  the  ftruggle,  hold  the  for- 

*  tunes  of  the  viSor  in  fufpenfe,  ;md  exert,  in  extindiort 

*  and  de^thr  that  elevation  of  charafter,  and  that  difdaiti 
<  of  a  mafter,  which  diftinguifh  and  ennoble  the  revolu^ 

*  tions  of  her  hiftory.'* 

We  have  been  told  that  a  majority  of  each  of  the  three 
olalTes  who  compofed  the  Parliament  of  Scotland  voted 
for  the  Union.     They  c(id  fo ;  but  it  is  remarkable^  if  yob 

take 

'  Continuation  of  Rapin,  vo].  xvi,  p.  365. 
*  Siuart*9  Hiftory  of  Scotland,  vol.  ii.  p.  56. 


I    t6t    ) 

i  take  each  of  thbfc  tliree  dafles,  which  were  called  Effiated, 

feparately^  and  fuppofe  the  concurrence  of  a  Inajbritjr 
of  each  neceflaty^  which  perhaps  it  was, '  that  in  each- 

■  of  the  two  Eftates  of  commoners  that  nvajority  was  biic 

four,  the  reft  of  the  total  ihajority^  of  thirty -three  being 
compofcd.  of  twenty-five  nbbletnen. '  On  the  other  band, 
if  you  fuppofe  an  abfolutc  majority ^^r  capita  to  have  been 
all  that  was  reqaifite,  then  that  total  majority  fell  (hbrt 
by  four  of  the  aggregate  number  of  the  votes  in  favotir  of 
Union  on  the  divifions  in  the  two  Irifli  Houfcs  taken 
together,  on  the  2ad  of  January  flafl,  the  firfl:  day  the 

i  matter  was  agitated  there.  "^    • 

It  has  been  ilated  in  this  place,  in  the  very  face  of  thd 

,  proof  I  have  tnenuoned,  and  the  known  fadts  to  which! 

have  referred,,  that  the  number  of  addreifes  and  addreff" 

ers  in  Scotland  againft  the  meafure  was  cojnparatively 

fmall,  and  the  fymptoms  of  adive  oppofition  out  of  the 

Parliament  fcarce)y  any.     How  muft  the  diligent  and  ac* 

curate  fpirit  of  inveftigation,  which  belongs  to  thofe  who 

made  that  afiertion^  have  deferted  them  in  their  inquiries 

on^thlsoccafion  ?    Othetwife,    could  they  have  over- 

looked  the  vaft  number  pf  thofe  addreffcs,  amounting  to 

.    between  80  and  9a'  j[while  thofe  againft  the  commercial 

■   propofitions  in  1785,  which  were  thought  fo  numerous 

and  proved  fo  formidable,  were  in  all  but  62,*)  and  the 

extenfive  and  diverfified  defcription  of  the  parties  fub- 

fcribing  j  barolas,  heritors,  and  freeholders  of,  I  believe, 

y  every 

3  Supra,  p.  1 1  ^.  '    ^ 

♦  In  the  Houfe  of  Lords,  on  the  dtivifion  on  Lord  BeUamofa\ 
Amendment,  the  majority  for  the  Union  was  36,  the  numbers 
feeing  5»  to  16.     . 

*  According  to;  Dtf  Foe  (p.  319  to  457)»  ju^  ^Sr* 
^  Parliamentary'Regtfter,  voj.  xviii.  p.  »i». 


(162) 

iyciy  cpunty  but  «ne  in  dut  Jun§dom>  f>urgeQe8  of 
,^lmoft  fvpry  })orpvg|b,.  fyooda,  pi:city*eri^V:^nd  parifhc?, 
^in  every  diftriSl  pf  ,th?  country  ?  In  Ibprt^  tbcy  were  fo 
4ininerpu8|  and  fo  variouSi  that  it  ,v^  np^  without  colo^rt 
.tbat  in  a  famous  proteft,  prepared  by  the  oppofition  of 
that  day,  Jt  w^a  averted,  f  Th;^t  the  (ubje^s  of  this  nation 
^  of  alLranlcs  and  qualities  haT^e  generally  ibewn  ap  utter 
^  atrerfion  to  any  fuch  Uniqn  as  U  contaioed  in  tb^  arJticIefr 
/  ijQW  lyipg  before  the  Houfc,'^ 

Tlicn,  Sir,  as  to  the  aAivity  of  the  oppofition  without 
doors,  have  the  accounts,  contained  in  the  authors  I  have, 
ijuoted,  in  Burnet,  Lockbart,  and  De  Foe,  entirely  efcapcd 
'  thofe  gentlemen  }  of  the  riots  at  Edinburgh,  the  in  fur* 
redbn  at  Glafgow,  the  army  of  7000  men  in  the  Weft> 
ready  and  on  the  wing  to  advance  to  the  Capital  and  dif-* 
pfcrfe  the  Parliament  ?  •  Thank  God,  we  have  feen  no- 
thing of  any  attempt  towards  fuch  treafonaUe  methods  of 
controlling  the  deliberations  of  the  Irifii  Legiflature  on 
thisoccafion. 

Is  it  worth  while  to  anfwer  the  obfervation,  that  the 
addrefles  were  in  general  (they  were  not  all  fo)  againft 
the  terms  of  the  Union  contained  in  the  articles  ?  Surely,  it 
cannot  be  imagined,  or  at  leaft  till  lately  it  could  not 
^ave  been  imagined,  that  many  perfons  fliould  have  been 
found  to  join  in  objefting  to  entertain  or  deliberate  upon 
.%  {nere  general  propoCtion  of  Union  undefined  by  any 
fpecific  terms  whatever.  But  it  is  well  known  that  the 
framers  and  inftigators  of  thofe  addrefles  pbje£ted  princi- 
pally 

7  L^ckBartf  p.  299.  »  Ibid.  p.  ^83. 


(  1^  ) 

p^\j  fo  that  i^^friia/pv^tofi&e  articlcS,llfe  "itl{»i^driffe)ii '' 

of  the  Lcgiflattrt-esT  '  r  .  •'    /.'  ;  ..     •  -    ^t 

ft:  IS  tli6r6fore  clisar  that  a  much  ftfongei'  prejudice,  z' 
riitich  liibte  vfeTcnt  fpii'it,  difcovered  thcthfelfcs  agaitifl: 
the  Stbtch  iJnioh  than  it  has  been  pofflbW  td  excite  in' 
Ireland  on  the  preferit  oc^afion.    The  hrtit  prejudice 
ceytainly  Continued  for  a  few  years /afterwards,  fomented 
by  the  partifans  of  the  exiled  family,  on  the  one  hand» 
and  all  who  wifiied  to  thwatt  the  exifting  adminillration^ , 
on  the  other  5  and  this  prejudice,  no  douli>t»  contributed 
v^sry  much  to,  increafe  the  temporary  infatuatioit  of  the 
Scotch  Lords  in  1713,  who,  on  the  occafio^bl*  the  matt-, 
tax  1  mentioned  (bmc  time  igo,  movjed  for  tHfi  Jiflblu*.' 
tipn  of  the  Union.  '  .'^ 

But  the  good  fenfe  qf  that  nation,  ^and  tbeir  j^girly  fedjng^. 
of  the  benefits  daily  accruing  to  them  from,  the  m^fure|i^ 
fpou  appear  to  have  made  convens^  .^vcn'pf  the  AiU,mi<-^ 
merous  ^lafs  ^f  adherents  to  James.  .  A„  mqft.ftriking  fad; 
i»  proof  of  this  was  mentioned  iu\a^  former  debat^  by 
my  Rij^t  Honourable  Friend  the  Sqcrcf^ary  pf  Stato.    Ho. 
did  not  think  it  neceffary  to  ftate  auth9.ritie$  for  st .  cja;'- 
cumftance  fo  well  known  to  many  perfons  converfant  in 
thcevdtt^  of  tbpfe  tin^sf ;  but  frdbi  hiriiotifaBiiriqg  icidlic 
(dpoboafiooKWi^  taken  to  fiiggefl  a^dbubtflodnsersiit^  ili  If 

A  fei^  tft^tds  wilHlifc^  afWfey  ettei^f  Ipett^^  t^yhtdii^ 
dbubt.  •  'Ehe'faa  ftatof  wki^,  thia*  thfe^*iWfen<«Klrt'  1715^ 
t#ttye«rs^<>fiily  after  thi^ailfetr  of  tll^  ^*, -fcnb#thj  tb* 
refift^de  tb  itlielfnid^  Wbidh^  fiad<  be^  fo^v^lj^fgene^' 
tblb^dut  iScotland  at  the  time  it  was  in  agitation^  had^ 

ia 
•k   '    .',■'.''     .    ■"  ■  •'      ^  .         .  .' 
%  7th  February,  Parliamentary  Rcgifter/ vol.  vii*p.  734! 


; 
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iQ.  the  manifeftQ  he  waa  about  to  iflU^  declared  his  purpoTe 
to  be  that  It  (hould  be  diflbkedi  but  that  upon  better  in«> 
quiry  he  dlfcovered  that  the  country  had  already  become  fo 
(i;nr]ble  of  its  beneficial  confequences*  that  fuch  a  declara- 
tion would  injure  his  caufe,  aftd  that  he  had  therefore 
altered  his  defigni  and  omitted  the  intended  claufe  in  his 
proclamation. 

Now»  Sir,  this  hO:^  befides  other  proof,  is  completely 
ellabliihed  by  an  extra£l  lately  printed  in  Dr.  Somirvill/s 
Hiftory  of  Queen  Anne  from  the  manufcript  Memorials 
of  .Sir  John  Clerk^  a  gentleman  of  cbara£ler  and  emi- 
nence in  the  beginning  of  the  century,  member  of  the  laft 
Parlislment  of  Scotland,  and  who  was  much  in  the  confi- 
dence of  the  principal  perfons  concerned  in  Scotch  afiairs 
at  the  time  of  the  Union  and  for  many  years  afterwards. 
Thpie  Memorials  were  written  frefli  as  the  events  occurred, 
for  the  ufe  and  inftruAion  of  his  own  family.  The  words 
of  the  manufcript  are  thefe ;  <  The  Scots  Mrere  fo  fenfible 
<  pf  the  benefit'  of  the  Union,  that  at  the  time  of  the 
'rebellion,  in  I7i5>  the  Pretender  was  obliged  to  alter 
*'  that  part  of  his  proclanfiatidii  which  promifed  to  repeal 

*  the  Union,  and  to  exprefs  his  determination  to  leave  ft 

*  to  the  decifioA  of  Parliament.' ' 

The  apprehenfions  of  inconvenience  to  Great  Britain 
which  I  have  heard  fl;ated|  have  been,  ift,  removal  of 
capital ;  ,2d,  the  increafed  numbers  in  the  Houfe  of  Com- 
mons ;  3d,  fome  fuppofed  incongruity  between  the  na- 
tional haUts  and  charafler  of  the  people  of  Ireland 
and  of  thofe  of  this  country,  which  may  occafioaan  inju^^ 
rious  change  in  the  ^hara£tjer,  modes,  and  principles  of 

.  deliberatioa 

'  SomrviJic*9  Hiftory  of  Queen  Anne,  p.  9a8»    Note  4.  ' 


/ 
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deliberatton  and  decifion  of  our  Legiflature/  To'  t%efe 
I  majjT  add  an  obj«£li6n  vfakfa  is  of  a  general  nature,  and 
not  applicable  more  to  the  cafe  of  the  one  country  than 
to  that  of  the  othe^ }  viz.  4th,  that  a  Union  on  thebafia 
of  the  Refolutions  now  before  us  will  be  imperfe£l* 

I.  As  to'  the  removal  of  capital,  I  will  onlf  fay  a 
fingle  word  or  two,  in  addition  to  what  I  have  already, 
very  fliortly  obferved  on  that  fubjcfl ;  *  namely,  that  if 
there  is,  in  thq  overflowing  capital  of  this  country,  a 
great  deal' beyond  what  is  engaged  in  its  commerce  and 
agriculture^  that  furplus  cannot  be  more  advantagcoufly 
^laid  out  for  Great  Britain  than  by  the  employment  of  it 
in  what  will  then  make  a  part  of  one  and  the  fame 
kingdom.    We  are  indeed   told,    ^  that  the  capital  of 

*  Etigland  is  fo  fully  employed,  that  there  is  none  to 

*  fpare:'^  But  I  know  not  how  that  opinion  is  to  be 
reconciled  to  the  eagernefs  with  which,  to  this  moment, 
we  fee  men  ready  to  engage  large  fums  in  every  hew 
fpeculation  affording  a  reafonable  profpe£t  of  fecurity 
for  their  principal,,  though  with  a  very  moderate  intereft 
upon  It — many  people  of  late,  to  a  great  extent  of  ad- 
venture, running  the  hazard  of  failure  altogether,  and 
yet  agreeing  to  confine  their  returns,  whatever  may  be 
the  fuccefs  of  the  undertaking,  within  the  harroweft 
liniits  of  what  is  ufually  cbnfidered  as  fair  mercantile 
profit,  many  to  ib,  *  fome  even  to  j,  per  cent.    How 

ia 

*  Supra,  p.  s%  3v 

'  Mr.  Fojer^s  Speech,  p.  86. 

/  •  *  Ten  peF  c^nt .  is  the  dividend  to  which,  I  believe,  Parliatnent 
Iras  of  late  confined  moft  of  thoii^  enterprifes  to  which  its  (an6:io& 
haa  b€;en  givea« 


(  l«  ) 

k  k-  to*  be  .v0€Qii$iM  tQ  thd  diilkf  inteftmentsr  of  hrgd 
fums  io  l:be<ftockf»i  while  t&e  drndenth'  aniofuhi  t(»;ti(!lla 
poff  than  5  pc#  ceniv  ?  *  oi?  to  the  lw«Dwn  fa£t,  that  an  im^ 
«i&a£^  proponkw  of  th^  trade  xff  many  pam^of  the  cdilM 
tinent,  I  fear  no  iatiok)6d«aMo  fhare  of  that  pf  the  ei^mf  ^ 
ia  carried  on  with  Britifh  capital ;  not  to  mention  what, 
freft  iind«r  the-pfreftnt  forbidding  ciri&umftaticcs,  is  in-* 
gagbd  in  tfae^  domitieree  of  Iretend  itfelf  f^ 

2.  Some  Gcatlemen  dread  the  acceflion  of  a  hundred 
in^tkibers(I  fpeak,  as  they  did,  hypoth6ticaUy)to  tihe  Biittfh 
Parliament.  Tbii^  it  is  thought,  may  change  tbe  c^ft  and 
quality  of  this  Houfe  as  a  public  aflembly,  iiid  render  i# 
too  popular  and  tumultuous*     * 

Sir,  t  will  not  4eiiy  that  I  have  felt  fome  difficuity' 
pn  this  part  of  the  fubjeflr  Indeed  I  fhould  be  aftramt* 
to  diffemble  any  obje£lion  which  may  have  wdghed  whfcr 
me,  in  a  cafe  where  I  look  upon  it  ay  atktiy,**-it  is  fo^ 
undoubtedly,,  in  all  deliberations  bcre,-r.bttt  in  a  pettdiaf^ 
d'egree  as.  a  duty,  io  examiiie  the  qul^jlo/^,  not  as  la 
^dvocate,  and  for  defence,  but,  as  far  as  I  am  capabtej 
as  a  judge  who  is,  in  his  Ihare  and  proportion,  ta  decide 
yponit. 

•  "■'.^i.,         *   '    i  '    '    ■ 

.But,  Sir,  i  have  confidered,  on  the  o^her  band,  that 

this,'  at  mod,  is  but  a  conjedlural  difadvantage,  and  of  a 

very  fecondary  fort  at  all  events,  when  balanced  againft 

the 

5  They  now  fall  Ihort  of  it. 

^  I  believe  the  commerce  of  Irclaridhas  always  betti  carried  on 
i9  a  very  ceniiderable  proporition  with  England  capital.  Sir  fPij' 
iiamPeHy^irk  the  laft  century,  iaid,  •  The  ftodk  Wluch  drireathe 
*  foreign  trade  of  Ireland  doth  near  half  of  it  belong  to  tlioie  who. 
\  liye  out  pf  Ireland/    Political  Anatomy  of  Ireland,  p,  99> 
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thcc2hmitf  of  feparttioo,  wkkA lihtftk  ike  k  fAr^a^ijf 
^wt  int«  *lic  oppftfiic  fcak. 

,  I  haye  ,^lfo  recoU^^eiJ^  tHat  by  itbe  (Mrlginj^l  pd^ip)^ 
.^  opr  jc;oi?iftjtuti«n,  the  Cr^jf  q,  j^id  iif  courfc  th^  EngJifll 
jPaarliarocnt,  couJd  incrcafc,  wHHoi^t  ^py  ii|ce4  lunjta^iof^, 
thc.numW  cf  tcprefent^tiv^^  nicip^fs  •,  th^t  ip  t^ 
xeigns  of  Henry  t;he  Eighth  and  hh  defc^^aiats,  ;ttii«  pp;^ 
jrpgativ€  was  ezercifed  to  a  gfe^t  extent  ^4.  w^W^ 
inconvfiuicuce — ^^I  may  (ay  to  the  ixnfxqv^m^t  qf  ^iaf 
braficfa  of  the  Legiilat^re ;  tb^t  the  laipe  pow^r  copt\^ 
wad  tp  «^ift  ti)l,  tbe  Uniop  M^ith  Scp^a^d^  in/ ^^hicji 
xountfy  it  alfo  obtained,  and  hud  been  exerpifed  botfi 
time  to  time;"  tbat  in  liJce  p^Bj^cr ^tbe  ifijcopppra^op 
on  that  occafion  of.fprty-fiyie  ne^  |n^a|b^r$  ^itb  i\k 
((ifmeT  mf^\^t  in  England  1i.^  pt'odwced  np  fi»ch  if^^ofi- 
nenkme  sie  i$  fuggtfted  5  ^nd  Jaftlyi  tb^t  I  fe^vf?  not  ofe* 
fcrted  pr  b^ard  that  thp-  gricar  amd  freqi?,€pt  liiAavatWi 
in  tbe  attendance  here  from  undjQr  a  hur)flred  !U>  pff baps 
five  hundred  and  upwards.,  has  Wen  the  CJffife  9f  ajvf 

,  efiential  dlftindion  In  the  nature  of  parliamentary  mea-^ 
fures,  confideied  in  a  conftitDtionai  view  (  for  I  ^  not 
'tfainlc  we  aoe  to  be  guided,,  in  this  part  of  the  a^giir 
•ment,.  by  any  coofideratiou  qf  ibe  effqas  pf  fucb  flue- 
tuat&oBS^  as  to  party,  to  foinis  of  a  mof^^nt^ry  f^^ 
tntc,  or  to  what  are  fiuskettitt^  .caHed  tnalsof  i^reiflgtb 
fhetwepn  individual^  car  thisjind  that  dafe  of  n>$n>  0|i 

'  maiteis  not  of  impoEtant  jconfcquebce  to  the  /ft|ite  ai^ 
the  oootmofiitf. 

3..  Tbe  nwt  appwfacnfoJn  I  am  «ot  fute  wbefh^jr  f 
^jghtlf  ui^ek:ftaYi<l »  hut  I  thiok  it  mas  ftatedjas  if  j^  yf^jff 
43<M|%cc^v«sl  that  thf  habits  'aod  turiin  /of  the  trifiii  Ceinim^^ 

^  Supra,  p.  117. 


who  may  be  eleAed  to  the  common  Parliament,  were  Hketf 
to  be  fuch  as  to  lower  the  ftandard,  a&  it  were,  of  BiritiQ)^ 
reprefentation.  I^  think  it  was  faidi  that  they  are  not  of 
t  i'ubftance  and  materials  which  can  fafely  coalefce  with  > 
this  Parliament  j  that  they  would  corrupt  and  contami« 
•nate  the  whole  mafs.  Sir,  I  believe  nobody  imagined 
that  in  £6  liberal  and  refpedtable  a  quarter  as  that  from 
whence  this  obfervatioa  came,  it  was  meant  to  exprefs 
any  fentiment  derogatory  to  the  general  and  natural  di(> 
poGtion  of  the  Irifli  nation.  I  prefume  the  idea  was, 
and  fuch  indeed  was,  I  think,  the  effcd  of  the  language 
in  which  it  was  conveyed,  that,  partly  from  the  imputed 
corr-uption  of  Iriih  politics,  partly  from  the  favage  ig« 
noraoce,  and  barbarity  of  the  lower  orders  of  people 
there^  partly  from  the  inveteracy  of  religious  animofity, 
it  was  too  probable,  .that  tbe  generality  of  the  perfons 
returned  for  Ireland  would  bring  with  them  modes  of 
thinking  and  ading,  lefs  pure,  lefs  rational,  lefs  difpaC- 
fionate,  than  thofe  which  this  hypothefis  feems  to  afiume 
as  prevailing  in  this  kingdom^ 

"But,  Sir,  however  much  difpofed  I  feel  myfclf  to 
think  with  jud  refpe£);  of  the  ,virtue  and  underftand- 
ing  of  Britifh  Legiilators,  I  muft  beg  leave  to  fay, 
that  if  the  Honourable  Gentleman  to  whom  I  al- 
lude had  been  well  acquainted,  which  he  profeiTed 
not  to  be,  with  that  clafs  of  men  in  Ireland,  from 
among  whom  the  reprefentatives  would  of  courfe  be ' 
for  the  ,moft  part  felefted,,  he  could  not  have  fufiqred  fo 
idle  a  fuggeflion  to  enter  his  mind.  Vulgar  prejudice 
and  national  Complacency  do,  with  the  vulgar  of  alt 
countries,  cftfiblifli  a  fort  of  general  impreffion  of  infe- 
riority in  the  moral  and  intellectual  qualities  of  neighr 
bouring  nations.    I  truft  the  members  of  this  Houfe 

are 


» 

8fi^e  for  beyond  the  reach  of  fuch  imprclEoilS.  For  m^ 
parti  I  am  well  perfuaded  Ireland  is  likely  to  furni<h 
at  leaft  her  fair  proportion  of  genuine  worth  ^nd  genuine 
wifdom  to  the  common  ftock  of  the  imperial  Parliament ; 
and  that  whatever  defcQs  may  be  fuppofcd  to  belong  to 
the  HKxlcs  and  praftice  of  legiflation  therc^v  they  arife 
from  the  nature  of  a  local,  as  connefled,  in  the  manner 
I  have  endeavoured  to  explain,  with  an  imperial  Parlia-^ 
ment,  and  are  in  ho  fefpe^l  founded  on  any  peculiar 
imperfeftion  in  the  defcription  of  the  individuals  who 
compofe  it.  It  has  been  well  and  juftly  obferved  in 
this  Houfe,  by  one  whofe  generous  and  elevated  fenti- 
ments  on  this  queilion  flood  in  no  need  of  the  weight  of 
his  high  chafader  to  imprefs  them  on  our  recoile£lion^ 

*  that  the  people  of  Ireland  have  not  been  lefs  diftin- 
^  guiihed  than  tbofe  of  Great  Britain,  in  correiponding 

*  ftations  of  life,  for  eloquence,  for  literary  and  fcientific 
<  acquirements,    and    for    thofe    talents    and    exertions 

*  which  have  eftablifhed  the  naval  and  military  renown 

*  oT  the  Britifh  empire.*  They  will  not,  on  their  more 
intimate  connexion  with  the  reft  of  that  empire,  for-* 
feit  the  pledge  and  earned  they  have  thus  given.  Indeed, 
Sir,  we  have  already  had  fufficient  examples  in  this  very 
place  to  warrant  that  expedation ;  for  can  Great  Britain 
herfclf  boaft  of  many  of  her  fons  who  have  more  lUuf- 
trated  this  aflembly  than  fome  of  thofe  natives  of  that 
country,  who  in  our  own  days  have  (at  in  it,  and  who 
muft  already  have  occurred  to  the  minds  of  all  who 
hear  me  ? 

4.  As  to  the  objection  that  the  Union,  as  propofed, 
will  be  imperfed,  and  on  that  account  not  anfwer  the 
ends  intended,  it  was,  I  think,  grounded  chiefly  on  the 
diilin£Uon  which  will  probably  remain,  and  to  which 

z  fomc- 


f&mc  of  the  Rtfolutions  pmnt,  i»  tlic  fitoncial  i^ems  o#^ 
the  two  countries.  Sir,  tliis  very  ofejcftion  vtsls  made 
on  the  pJtrt  of  Eiig]an<f,  by  fdfrte  NebJe  Lords  m  thii' 
other  Houie,  at  the  fitt^e  of  the  Union  with  Scbtlanrf.' 
When  the  Treaty  came  to  he  debated'  in  the  Houfe  of 
Lcyttk,  Lord  Ma'verjhamy  m  the  fpeech  I  hate  already 
mentioned',  faidj  *  There  is  another  reafon  why  I  am/ 
«  «gatnfti  this:  Union,  bccavfe  1  cannot  think  it  an  entire^ 

*  Union.    The  exempting  articles^   I  rttcan  the  twen- 
*'  tieth,   whereby   heritable  offices  and  fiiperiorities-  are- 
*'  refcrved  \  and  alfo  the  one-and-twentieth,  both  which:^ 
•'  Oliver^  by  an  aft  of  fti^tCj  wAs  fo  wife  as  to  abolifli ;  * 
*'but  efpecially  their  a£l'  for  fecuring  their  prefbyterian 

*  church'  government  and  general  aflemblies,  fcerh  to 
♦'me  like  thofe  Jittle  clbnds  in  a  warm  calm  fummer's- 
*'^^ay,  that  are  generally  the  feeds  and  atttaftives  of 
*"  approaching  fempeft  and  thunder/^  This  was  ohe  of-, 
throfc  many  propftecies^^  which  in  the  event  have  fortu- 
ifately  not  been  accomplished.  Yet  the  differences 
which  were  allowed  to  continue  andlftill  remain  between. 

the 

«  The  wlfdom'  and.  policy,  of  abolifeing.  tlie  heritable  juyifdfc- 
tj^iis  was  in  thcHuoptempkitioh  of  King  Jame^^  eycn  'before  hi» 
a<JceiBon  to  the  Crowji  of  England,  asappears  by  th«  following^^ 
remarkable  paifage  in  the  boolccalled  Bafilicon  Doron,  addrcfled ' 
by  )nm  to  Ins  fori  Prince  Henry :  *  But'the  greateft  Hinderance  to 

*  tht  es^ecution  of  onr  laws  in  this  country  are  the  heritable  fherif- 

*  d<»*»f^  aiid  rcgalffeiee^  Vi^Wchj  deirtg  m  the  hands  of  thrgreat  men, 

*  do  rack  t^c  whole  country.    For  which  I  know  no  prefent  re* 

*  mcdy,  but  by  taking  the  (harper  account  of  them  in  their  offices  ; 

*  ufing  all  puniftiment  againft  thSe  flpthful  that  the  law  will  per- 

*  mit ;  and  ever,  as  they  become  vacantfor  any  offences  commit-. 

*  ted,  to  difpefe  thcni  never  heritably  again  ;  preffing  with  lime 

*  to  draw  it  to  the  laudable  :curt6m  of  England,  which  ye  may 
« tke  cafilier  do,  being  Ktng  of  both>'ias  I  hope  in  God  y^e  fealf 

,  9  Continuation  of^Rapin,  vol.  xvi.  p.  5^. 
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iSie  bear arnrngements  and  mftitutfons  in  Scotland  and 
Siighod  (fevcrabjof  them  too,  financial)  were  of  moEh 
•grcaSter  magnitude  than  any  that  are  either  propofed  to  be 
rfnaiotainedi  or  indeed,  coafidi^ng  the  much  greatcriimi- 
^Isaiiy  st^icb  already  obtmtis,  can  cxift  after  the  Union 
with  Ireland,  between  thofe  of  this;  part  of -Great  Britain 
and  of  that  country. 

I  bdievc  a  pcrfeift  uniformity  fn  aH  the  branches  and 
;miaute  parts  of  the  frame  of  Government,  never  did  take 
place  as '  to  srii  the  drfieietit  diftrifts  and  diviiions  of  the 
fanse  ctHintry  and  nation,  nh)e&  perhaps  in  fome  of  thofe 
dimimitive  ibvereigntics  which  bear  a  nearer  refemblance 
to.  corporations  and  municipalities,  than  to  fuch  ft&tes 
•as'England  and  Ireland. 

'In  France,  under  the  monarchy,  though  the  general 
t)utline.and  .diftirtguifhing  features  were,  in  a  great  degree 
uniform  throughout  5  yet  there  prevailed  in  the.  different 
l^roymceSf  fetiechauj'cesf  halliageSy  Sec.  of  which  ihat  kingr 
5oOT  was  compofcd,  a  remarjcablc  divcrfity  in  regard  to 
many  important  particulars^  inch  as  th^  rights  of  proper- 
ty real  and  moveable  i  the  adminiftration  of  juftice  5  the 
impofition  and  amount  of  taxes,  and  fo  forth  *,  as  to 
which,  the  different  provinces  with  their  fubdivifiotis,  aftet 
their  fucqelTive  incorporations  wilh  the  kingdom  at  large, 
,  retained  their  ancient  laws,  ufage%  and  cuftoms.  The 
fame  obfervation  is  true  of  the  other  great  dates  of  modem 
Europe,  and  will  be  found  equally  Kb  in  the  inftan^es  of 
fimilar  incorporations,  as,  far  as  they  are  known  to  halrb 
taken  place  in  ancient  Greece  and  Italy.  ' 

In  England  itfelf,  the  unity  of  the  government  has 
never  been  thought  impcrfoft,  be.ca.ufc  pf  the  different 

rules 
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rul^  of  property,  the  different  forms  and  courts  of  jadi- 
cature,  the  different  local  cuftoms  and  ofageSy  which 
obtain  in  the  principality  of  Wales,  in  the  dochy  of 
Lancafter,  and  in  the  various  diftrids,  cities,  boroughs, 
liberties,  honours,  and  manors,  throughout  the  kingr 
dom. 

On  the  acceffion  of  James  the  Vlth  of  Scotland  to  the 
'  throne  of  England,  the  Judges '  gave  it  as  their  opinion  that 
there  could  be  no  incorporating  Union  of  the  two  king*  \ 
doms  without  an  eptire  conformity  of  laws  in  both.  Sir 
Francis  Bacorp  Was  of  a  different  feptiment.  He  fecms 
to  have  beep  ftrongly  convinced  of  the  great  inconvenience 
of  the  attempt  to  cftablifti  fo  ftrift  a  uniformity,  and  that 
it  was  by  no  means  neccffary.  *  It  is/  fays  he  in  bis  . 
*}  Brief  Difcourfe,  dedicated  in  private  to  his  Majefty,'* 
^  a  matter  of  curiofity  and  inconyeniency  to  .feek  either 
^  to  extirpate  all  particular  cuftoms,  or  to  draw  all  fub- 

*  je£i8  to  one  refort  of  judicature  and  feffion  \  it  fufficeth' 

*  there  be  uniformity  in  the  principal  and  fundamental 

*  laws  both  ecclefiaftical  and  civil/  *  Even  with  regard 
to  manners  he  fcbferves,  *  that  a  confent  in  them  is  to  be 

*  fought  indeed  induftrioufly,  but  not  forced;  for  that 
•nothing  among  people  breeds  fo  much  pertinacity  in 
^  holding  their  cuftoms  as  fudden  and  violent  offers  to 
^remove  them.*^     And  in  another  traft,    ftated  *  to 

*  have  been  difpcrfed  for  his  Majefty's  fervice,'  after  i 
fome  argument  to  fliew  the  dfUiculty  of  compofing  a  gene-  i 
ral  and  uniform  code  for  the  two  kingdoms,  he  concludes, 

^  that  fuch  9  general  code  would  be  too  great  a  work  to 

f  embrace/*  I 
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*  Bacon* s  Works,  vol.  ii.  p.  157. 
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According  t^  the  jii4icioii«  refieAion  of  a  oM^dora 
author,  <  Experience  has  iiow  b^ppiiy  confirmed  the  juft- 

*  neTs  of  that  grea(  man's  feptiipents,  'and  both  nations 
^  have  reafon  to  rejoice  ths^t  the  fubtle  reafoning  of  the 
f  Judges  met  not  with  the^  fame  regard  as  on  that  occa* 
«  Con,    in  the   raign    pf    l^he  great-grand-daughter  ql 

*  James/ 

At  that  timet  when  the  long-projefted  incorporation 
came  to  be  carried  into  effeft,  it  foon  appeared  that  sTn  en- 
deavour at  any  fach  conformity  of  laws  would  be  attended 
with  infurmountable  difficulties.  Their  ancient  juris- 
prudence and  tribunals  were  therefore,  in  general,  prcferv- 
ed  to  each  country,  and  even  a  Fundamental  difference 
fandioned  between  the  ecclefiaftlcal  laws  and  eflabli(h- 
ments  of  the  one  and  the  other,"  which  Ixird  J^acon  feem^ 
ed  to  think  fcarcely  pra£kicable. 

It  remains  for  me  now,  before  I  conclude,  to  fay  a 
very  fliort  word  or  two  of  the  two  counter-projei^s  which 
have  beien  recominended  tp  the  Houfe,  ^  ' 

The  one  is,  a  repeal,  without  condition  or  di(tin6lioh» 
'  pf  all  laws  in  both  countries  affediing*  Roman  Catho- 
lics, and  a  free  communication  and  permanent  fccurity 
^of  every  branch  of  trade  to  the  fitter  kingdom.  By  thefe 
means,  it  is  faid,  you  will  produce  the  only  defirable 
Urtion  between  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  the  Union 
pf  hearts  and  aifedUons. 

As  to  the  firft  part  of  this  fchcme,  though  I  have 
declared  my  intention  on  this  occafion  to  avoid  entering 
into  the  general  merits  of  the  Catholic  queftion,  as  it 

Ijrould 
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'wottM  (hnd  on  the  fuppofidoa  of  a^'TMon^  I  hxvt  no 
tfcruple  to  ftate  my  cpncprrence  with  thofe  who  think  that 
^n  attempt  to  grant  what  is  called  Catholic  emancipation, 
5Krhile  the  k)cal  Parliament^  reitiains,  woold  excite  fach  jt 
ihrtrggle  between  property  and  numbers  as  would  greatly 
^gravate  many  of  thofe  mifchiefs  wich  now  ejfift  itt 
Ireland,  tending  to  revolution  and  feparation,  thix)ugh 
the  medium  of  a  civil  war  of  the  moft  dcftruftivc  and 
ferocious  kind. 

I  have,  in  a  former'  part  of  what  I  have  fatd,  antici- 
-pated  the  aivfwcr  to  the  comnacrcial  part  of  the  propoTai, 
and  (hewn,  that  if  we  were  inclined,  or  it  were  right  to 
grant  every  thing  that  may  ftill  be  wanting  to  an  entirely 
free  trade,  we  could  not  give  permanent  fecurity' to  the 
|grant  othcrwifc  than  by  Union^ 

With  regard  to  the  union  of  hearts  and  affeflions,  I 
^ilji  not  recur  again  ta  any  difcuffion  of  that  fentimental 
4cind  of^onntpiion  of  late  fo  much  talked  of  hy  perfohs  not 
ap;t  to  be  led  afiray  by  a  glare  of  words,  but  which,  unleTs 
arifing  from  .one .  of  a  coarfer  but  more  intelligible  fort ; 
that  which  a  permanei^t  and  unchangeable  identity^  of  in- 
terefts  and  an.  indifibluble  confpirath  et  confen/us  partium 
in  the  political  machine  have  a  necefiary  tendency  to  pro- 
duce and  ^  perpetuate  $  is,  in  my  judgment,  mere  idle 
and  unprofitabljc  declamation. 

The  other  pro/cfl:  is  the  revcrfe  of  this;  if  I  hav<e 
underftood  it,  it  might  be  thus  cxprcffed  :  *  Beware  of  the 

*  Catholics  of  Ireland ;  tread  back  the  rafh  and  incon- 
/  fiderate  fteps  you  have  taken  in  their  favour;  erafe 

*  them  again  from  the  catalogue  of  electors,  and  rc-enaft 
f  aigainll  them  that  Fopifli    pode,    the    relaxations   of 

*  which*. 


^-  which,  at  Itaft  tin  fhe  feft  m  1793,  hare  been  the  iitJt- 
^  veigffti  boaft  and  praife  of  his  Maj^ftjr's  reign  oil  hotfi 
^  fides  of  the  chamiel- :  let  there,  howevcrj  be  this  m^ifi*. 
^  eafi^n  in  your  proceeding,  that  although  alT*  Romanifttf, 
^  a»  they  were  called,  flrail  be  prtmd  facie  cohfidereda^ 

•  having,  by  their  prefumed^  fliare  in  the  fate  conf^iracy 

•  and  rebellion,  fotfeitedr  all  the  privileges  their  feft  had 
•^  reeovcred'  within  the  laft  twenty  or  thirty  years  j 
'  yet  each  individual  among  thcni  may  take  upon  hihafelf 
**  the  burden  of  proving  hi^  mnoccnce-  of  that  charge  i 

•  and,  having  efKayiihed  it  (a  Jury  hdng  fummoned  1 

•  fuppofc  to  try  each  panicular  cafe),  he  (hall  not  otilf 

•  be  reftored  to  thofe  privileges,  but  fliall,  on  fuch  p.ur- 
'  garioni  be  put  individually  into  the  pofleffion  of  every 

•  right  belonging  ro  Protcftants/  ^ 

» 
The  hardfliip,  ^cruelty,  impolicy,  and  impradlicabiHty 
tfo  any  extent,  of  this  fcheme,  I  am  fatisfied  did  not,  when 
it  was  thrown  out,  occur  to  the  Hon.  Propofer  in  the  for- 
cible manner  in  which  they  muft  imprefs  the  minds  of  thofa 
who  have  had  occafion  to  attend  much  to  the  late  hiftory 
and  prefent  condition  of  that  kingdom.  But  the  number<- 
lefs  difficulties  which  would  belong  to  the  execution  of  its 
detail,  in  eftablifliing  again  a  religious  and  Proteftant, 
not  a  geographical  and  Englifli  pale,  and  in  feparating  -^ 
man  by  man,  as  they  flioutd  prefent  themfelves  to  the  out- 
let of  that  ideal  fold  of  penalties  and  difabiiities  in  which? 
it  is  propofed  to  enclofe  and  coop  up  the  body  of  the 
Catholics  ;  the  innocent  from  the  guilty,  the  flieep  fron* 
the  goats,  were  pointed  out  in  fo  clear  a  manner  inime- 
diatcly  after  the  plan  was  dated  to  the  Houfe,  that  it 
would  be  in  vain  to  attempt  to  add  any  thing  to  what  was* 
then.faid. 

Sir^ 


Sir,  I  am  too  fenfible  of  the  unufiral  lepgth  of  the  in* 
trufion  I  have  been  guilty  of  on  the  time  and  indulgence 
of  the  Houfe  to  continue  it  ftill  longer,  bjr  any  other 
apology  than  this,  that  as  it  has  certainly  not  been  my 
habit  often  to  trouble  them,  ib  it  ihail  be  my  pra£lice 
in  future  to  avoid  trefpafling  on  their  patience,  unlefs  per<* 
haps  on  fome  rare  occafions,  like  the  prefent,  where,  be- 
ing particularly  led  by  a  fenfe  of  duty  to  the  conCderation 
of  any  queftion  of  importance,  I  may  feel  it  to  be 
an  irrefiftiUe  part  of  that  duty  to  fubmit  to  them  the 
grounds  of  my  opinion,  and  the  reafons  and  motives  ibir 
my  vote.   - 


APPEN^ 
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t:  The  King's  Mejfage^   preftnud  by  Mr.  Secretary  Jiiddas^ 
%9d  yanuary  1799. 

fllS'Majefty  k  pcrfu^ded  that  the  unremitting  indiifl;rf,  \^itli 
«rhich  our  etienp^ies  perfevere  in  their  avowed  dcfign  of  e0e<^ing 
the  reparation  of  Ireland  from  this  kingdom,  cannot  fail  to  ei> 
gage  the  particular  attention  of  Parliament,  and  his  Majefty  re- 
Commends  it  to  this  Houfe  to  confider  of  the  moft  effe^ual' means 
of*c6untetading  and  finally  defeating  this  defign  ;  and  he  truftal 
that  a  review  of  all  the  circumllahccs  which  have  recently  oc- 
curred, (joined  to  the  fentiment  of  mutual  aifedtion.  and  commoa 
ioterefl:}  will  difpofe  the  Parliaments  of  both  kingdoms  to  pro- 
vide,  in  tlxe  manner  Which  they  (hall  jud^e  moft  expedient,  fof 
fettling  fuch  a  complete  and  final  adjuiikment  as  'may  belt  tend  td 
Improve  and  perpetuate  a  connexion  eflential  for  their  common ' 
fecurity,  ^nd  to  augment  and  confolidate  the  fttehgth^  powcr» 
and  refource^  of  the  Britifh  empire. 

a.  Addrefs  thereupon  pr'efented  id  bis  Majejiy^  %lth  yanuary  1799. 

We,  your  Majeft^s  n^bft  diitifal  and  loyil  fubjefits^  the  Com- 
mons of  Great  Britain  in  Parlianient  aflembfed,  beg  leave  to  retuni 
your  Majefty  the  thanks  of  this  Houf^  for  your  Majefty's  moft 
(gracious  meflage ;  and  to  afiure  your  Majefty,  that,  impre£r«d 
with  a  deep  fenfe  of  the  magnitude  of  the  objedls  to  which  youf 
Majefty  is  pleafed  to  diretft  our  attention*  and  anxious  at  all  time^^ 
and  particularly  at  the  preftot  crifis,  to  avail  ourfclyes  of  tvctf 

.  opportunity  to  impro;ve  and  perpetuate  the  connexion  between 
Great  Britain  and  Ireland  (fo  effential  to  their  c6mni6n  fectlrity^) 

,  and  to  promote  the  ftrength  and  proiperity  of  every  psirt  tif  tht 

Britifh' empire>  we  (ball  not  fail  to  eo^er  on  thia  codfideratioii 

A  a  with 
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vt^ith  all  due  difpatch,   and  with  the  dUigencc  and  atteath>ir>: 
which  its  tranfccndcnt  importance  tiemands. 

5.  Refolutions,  ■  as  moved  by  the  CbanceHor  of  the  Exchequer^  and^ 
voted  in  the  Committee  of  tke  whole  Houfe^  14th  Feb,  17919. 

FIRST. 

That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  Committee,  That,  in  ord^r  t» 
promote  and  fccure  the  clfential  interefts  of  Great  Britain  and^ 
Ireland,  and  to  confolidate  the  ftrength,  power,  itid  refources 
of  the  Britifli  empire,  it  wilT  be  advifable  to  concur  in  fuch  mea- 
fures  as  may  bcft  tend  to  unite  the  two  kingdonis  of  Great  Britain 
and  Ireland  into  one  kingdom,  in  fuch  manner,  and  on  fuch  terms, 
and  conditions,  as  may  be  eft^bliftied  by  AAs  of  the  refpcdtirc 
Parliaments  of  his  Majefty's  faid  kmgdoms. 

.  SECOND.  " 

'I'hat  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  Comftiittee,  That  it  would  *bc 
fit  to  propofe,  as  the  firft  article,  to  ferve  as  a  bafis  of  the  faid 
Union,  that  the  faid  kingdoms  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland  ihall>. 
tfpon  a  day  to  he  agreed  upon,  be  united  into  one  kiagdon^  by 
the  name  of'  *  The  Umtcid  Kingdom  of  Great  Britaiii  and  Irc^ 

*  land.'  '  '  .      ' 

THIRD. 

'  Thai  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  Committee,  That,  for  the  fame 
pufpofe,  it  would  be  fit  to  propofe,  that  the  fucceffion  to  the 
Monarchy  and  the  imperial  crown  of  the  faid  United  Kingdom 
(hall  continue  limited  and  fettTed  in  the  fftme  manner  as  the  im- 
perial crown  of  the  faid  kingdoms" of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland 
now  (lands  limited  an)l  fettled,  according  to  the  exifting  lawsj  and  * 
to  the  terms  of  the  Union  between  England  and  Scotland. 

FOURTH. 

That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  Committee,  That,  for  the  jfame 
purpofe,  it  would  he  fit  to  propofe,  that  the  faid  Uhifed  Iting- 
dom  be  reprefcnted  in  one  and  the  fame  Parliament,  to  be  ftylcd» 
'  The  Parliament  of  the  United  Kingdom  of  Great  Britain  and 

*  Ireland ;'  and  that  fuch  a  number  of  Lords  Spiritual  and  Tcm- 
•poral,  and  fuch  a  nuirtber  of  Members  irt  the  Houfe  of  Commons, 
as  (hall  be  hereafter  agreed  upon  by  A^^s  of  the  refpeftive  Patiia- 

'  ments  as  aforefaid,  ftiall  fit  and  vote  in  the  fkid  Parliament  on  the 
part  of  Ireland,  and  Ihall  be  fummoned,  chofen,  and  returned,  in 
fuch^ manner  as  (hall  be  ft«cd  by  aft  Act  of  Parliament  of  Ireland, 

previoui 
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i^revious  to  the  faid  Union ;  and  that  erery  Member,  hereafter  to 
^t  and  vote  in  the  faid  Parliament  of  the  United  Kingdom,  iball, 
until  the  faid  Parliament  (hall  otherwife  provide,  take  and  ^b- 
fcribethe  fame  oaths,  and  make  the  fame  declarations,  as  are  by 
Jaw  required  to  be  taken,  fubfcribed,  and  made,  by  the  Members 
of  the  Parliaments  of  Great  Britain  and.  Ireland. 

FIFTH. 

That'ith  tbe^  cytnion  of  this  Committee^  Thaty  for  the  fame purpofi^ 
it  tufould  be  fit  to  propofe^  that  the  churches  of  England  a/td.  Ireland^ 
^nd  the  do3rinej  <u/orflHpf  -difctpline^  and  government  t^reof^  Jball 
"ibe  ^preftroedfH  now  Jby  iamu  ^ahl\fl7ed*   • 

SIXTH. 

That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  Committee,  That,  for  the  fame ' 
•fTurpofe,  it  would  be  fit  to  propofe,  that  his  Majefty's  fubje^d  in 
Ireland  (hall,  at  all  times  hereafter,  be  entitled  to  the  fame  prr- 
Tileg^s,  and-be  on  the^ame  footing,  in  refpe^-of  tsrade  and  navi- 
•gatioU)  in  all  ports  and  places  belonging  to  Great  Britain,  and  in 
^11  cafes  with  refpeft  to  which  treaties  fhaU  be  made  by  his  Majcfty, 
•his  heira  or  fucceflbrs,  with  any  foreign  power,  as  his  Majefty's 
fubjedts  in  Great  Britain  : — That  no  duty  (hall  be  impofed  on  the 
import  or  export  between  Great  Britain  and  Ireland  of  any  articles 
-aiow  duty-free ;  and  that  on  other  aittcles  there  (hall  be  eftablithed, 
ibr  a  thne  to  be  limited^  fuch  a  moderate  fate  of  equal  duties  4s 
ihall,  previous  to  the  Union^  be  agreed  upon  and  approved  by 
»the. refpe^ive  Parliaments;  fubjeA,  after  the  expiration  of  fuch 
limited  time,  to  be  dimini(hed  equally  with  r^fpe^t  to  both  king- 
doms, but  in  no  cafe  to  be  increafed  : — ^That  all  articles,  which 
:3may  at  any  time  hereafter  be  imported  into  Great  Britain  from 
foreign  parts,  fhall  be  importable  thi-ough  either  kingdom  into  the 
'Other,  fubje^^  to  the  like  duties  and  regulations  as  if  the  fame 
.were  imported  diredly  from  foreign  parts : — That  where  any 
articles,  the  .growtlvy.procfuce,  or  manufadUire  of  either  king- 
<dom,  are  fubjeft  to.any  internal  dutyin  one  kingdom,,  fuch  coun- 
tervailing duties  (over  and  above  any  duties  on  iniport  to  be  fixed 
as  aforefaid)  (hall  be  impofed  as  (hall  be  nede(rary  to  prevent  any 
'inequality  in  that  refpeA  : — And  that  all  other  matters  of  trade 
and  commerce,  other  than  the  foregoing,  and  than  fuch  others  as 
may,  before  the  Union,  be  fpeeially  agreed  upon  for  the  due  en- 
couragement of  the  agriculture  and  manufiftures  of  the  refpVftive 
kingdoms,  (ball  remain  to  be  regulated  ftorn  time  [©time  by  the 
United  Parliameirt. 


SEVENfTH. 


^; 
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•  SEVEN'TH. 

That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  Committee^  Tbatj  for  the  fame  j^ar* 
fofe^  it  would  he  jit  to  propofe^  that  the  charge  arJfifrg  from  the  pa/^ 
meTti  of  the  intereft^^  or  finking  fund  for  the  reduBion  of  the  principal 
of  the  debt  incurred  in  either  kingdom  before  the  Unions  fhall  continue, 
to  be  ffparately  defrayed  by  Great  Britain  and  Ireland  refpeSively  : — ^ 
7 hat y  for  a  number  ^f  years  to  be  iimitedy  the  future  ordinary  ex» 
mfes  of  the  United  Kingdom^  in  peace  or  kuar^  fhall  be  defrayed  by_ 
•reat  Britain  and  Ireland  jointly^  according  to  jkxb  proportions  as 
fhall  be  efidhlifhedby  the  refpe&ive  Parliaments  pre^ous  to- the  Union  i 
and  tbat^  after  the  exptratton  of  the  time  to  be  fa  limited^  the  propor^ 
tion  fhall  not  be  liable  to  be  varied^  except  et^cording  t^  fueh  rules  and 
principles  as  fhall  be  in  like  manner  0geeed  upon  previous  to  the  Union, 

EIGHTH. 

That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  Committee,  That,,  for  the  fiimc 
•urpofe,,  it  wobld  be  fit  to  propofe,  that  ^11  laws  in  force  at  th^ 
time  of  the  Union,  and  all  tne  courts  of  civilor  ecckfiaftical  jii- 
rifdidion,  within  the  refpedive  kingdoms,  Ihall  remain,  as  noi?^ 
by  law  cftabUfhed,  within  the  £anie,  fubjcd  only  to  iuch  altera- 
tions or  regulations,  from  tinae  to  time,  as  circumftances  may  ap- 
.pear,  to  the  Parliament  of  the  United  kingdom,  to  require. 

[Note.  The  firft,  fecond,  third,  .fourth,  fixth,  and  cighthj  were 
agreed  to  by  the  Houfe  without  anaendment.] 

4.  The  Fifth ^  and  Seventh  Refilutionsg  as  amended  in  the  Houfe^ 

f;ifth. 

That  for  the  fame  purpofe  it  would  be  Rt  to  propofe,  thaJt 
the  churches  of  that  part  of  Great  Britain  called  England-,  and  ot 
that  part  of  Great  Britain  called  Scotland,  and  of  Ireland,'  and  the 
dodrine,  worftirp,  difcipline,  ^nd  government  thereof,  fhall  bfe 
trefervcd  as  how  by  law  eftabliihcd. 

$EY1SNTH, 

That  for  the  fame  purpofe  it  would  be  §t  to,  propofe,  that  the 
charge  arifing  from  the  payment  of  the  intcreft,  ^or  finking  ftin4 
for  the  redudion  of  the  principal  of  the  debt  incurred  jn  either 
kingdom  before  the  Union,  Ihall  continue  to  be  feparately  paid  by 
Great  Britain  and  Ireland  refpedively  :-^That  for  a  number  of 
years  to  be  limited,  the  future  ekpenfes  of  the  United  Kingdom, 
in  peace  or  war,  fliall  be  defrayed  by  Great  Britain  arid  Ireland 
jointly,  according  to  fuch  proportions  as  fhall  be  eftablifhed  by 
.  '■  ■  :    •  ■  ■  •     .  ■     ■  ■    v    y    ^  ■ '       <■  ■     ^  ^  •  ■   •    •  the 


the  refpedive  Paritam^nU  previous  t.o  the  ynioH ;  aqd  that  afteit 
the  expiration  of  the  j^nie  to  be  Co  limited,  the  mode  of  jointly 
defraying  fucfa  expenfes  Ihall  Be  regulated  according  to  fuch  rulos 
and  principles  as  ihall  be  in  like  manner  agreed  upon  previous^  to 
the  Union,  fdr  the  ptirpbfe  of  eftabKihirig  gradually  an  unifdnn 
fyf^cm  of  taxation  through  every  part  of  the  United  Kingdom. 


5.  Addrefsy  'voted  by  the  Houfe  of  Lords»  and  agreed  to  bj  the  Gom^ 
fttonsf  %%d  April  1799. 

Wcy  yourMajefty^d.neK^  dutiful  and  loyal  ful^eda,  tiie  Lordt 
.  Spiritual  and  Temporalv  and  Commons,  in  Fartiament  aflembled,^ . 
humbly  be^  leaYc  to  affare  your  Majeftv,  that  wc  have  proceeded 
ynth  the  utmoft  attention  to  the  connderation  of  the  important 
obje<5ts  riedomm«nded  to  as  in  your  Majefty's  Meffage  re^e^lngi 
the  connexion  between  this  country  and  Ireland. 

We  entertain  a  firm-  perfuafion  that  a  complete  and  entire  Union 
between  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  founded  on  equal  and  liberal 
principles,  on  the  fimilarity  of  laws,  conftitution,  and  go\'crn^ 
tncnt,  and  on  a  fcnfe  of  mutual  interefts  and  affeAions,  by  pro- 
moting the  fecurity,  wealth  and  commerce  of  the  refpccftive  king- 
doms, and  by  allaying  the  diilradtions  which  have  unhappily  pee- 
yailed  in  Ireland,  muft  afford  frclh  means  of  oppofing  at  all  times 
an  efFedtual  rcfiftance  to  the  deftruftive  projeds  of  our  foreign  and 
domeftic  enemies,  and  muft  tend  to  confirm  and  augment  the  fta- 
bility,  power,  and  refources  of  the  empire. 

Imprefied  with  thefe  confiderations,  we  feel  it  our  duty  humbly 
to  lay  before  your  Maje/ty  fuch  prdpofitions  as  appear  to  us  beft 
calculated  to  form  the  bafis  of  fuch  a  fettlement,  leaving  it  to  your 
Majefty's  wifdom,  at  fuch  time  and  in  fuch  manner  as  your  Majefty^, 
in  yoiif  parental  folicitude  for  the  happinefs  of  your  people,  fliall 
judge  fit,  to  communicate  thefe  propofition»  to  your  Parliament 
of  Ireland,  with  whom  we  ihall  be  at  all  times  ready  to  concur  in 
all  fuch  meafuf'es  as  may  be  found  moft  conducive  to  the  accom- 
^liihmeht  of  this  great  and  falutary  work;  And  we  truft  that,  af- 
ter full  and  mature  confideration,  fuch  a  (fettlement  msry  be  framed 
knd  cftabliflied  by  the  deUberatiye  confcnt  of  the  Parliaments  of 
both  kingdoms,  as  inay  be  conformable  to  the  fetatimentsj  wi(hea» 
and  real  intereft's  of  your  Majefty's  faithful  fubjefts  of  Great 
Britain  and  Irelatid,  and  may  unite  them  infeparably  in  the  full 
enjoyment  of  the  bleflings  of  our  free  and  invaluable  conftitution, 
In  the  fupport  of  the  honour  and  dignity  of  your  Majcfty's  Crown, 
and  in  the  prefervation  and  advancement  of  the  welfare  and  prof- 
pcrity  of  the  whole  Britifh  empire. 


i.  £xira9 
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<•  Extras  fhom  his  Majtfifs  "Sptecby   on   ibe  Prproj^ation  of  the 
Parliamenty  txtbjuly  IW9» 

I  have  the  fatisfaaion  of  feeing  that  internal  tranquillity  is  in 
fome  degree  rcftored  in  my  kingdom  of  Ireland.    . 

The  removal  of  the  only  remaining  naval  force  of  the  enemy  to 
a  diftant  quarter  muft  nearl/extinguiih  even  the  precarious  hope 
which  the  traitorous  and  difaffe<5ted  have  entertained  of  foreign 
affiftaijce. 

But  our  great  reliance  fipr  the  immediate  fafety  of  that  country 
muft  ftill  reft  on  f  he  experienced  zeal  and  bravery  of  my  troops  of 
aU  deferiptions,  and  on  the  unfhaken  loyalty  and  voluntary  exer- 
tions of  my  faithful  f uhjedts  in  both  kingdoms. 

.  Its  ultimate  (bcarity  can  alone  be  enlurcd  by  its  intimate  and  • 
eol^e  Union  with  Great  Britain.;  and  I  am  happy  to  obfcrve,  that 
thefentinients  manifeftedby  numerous  andrefpe^able  defcriptions 
of  my  Jrifh  fubjedts  juftify  the  hope,  that  the  accomplifhment  of 
this  great  and  lalutary  work  will  be  proved  to  be  as  much  the 
joint  wlihy  as  it  unqueftionably  is  the  common  intereft>^  of^  both 
fxyy  kingdoms^ 


No.  11.  Page  I. 

I,  EietraS  from  the  Speeeb  t>f  ibe  Marquis  CornwalUsj  Lord 
Lieutehant  of  Ireland^  on  the  opening  of  the  Seffion  of  the  Irj/b 
Parliament y  %%d  January  jjjt^t^* 

THE  zeal  of  his  Majefty's  regular  and  militia  forces,  the  gal- 
lantry of  the  yeomanry,  the  honourable  co-operation  of  the 
Britij(h  fencibles  and  militia,  and  the  activity,  ikill,  and  valour  of 
his  Majefty's  fleets,  will^  I  doubt  hot,  defeat  every  future  effort 
of  the  enemy;  but  the  more  I  have  rcflefted  on  the  fituafion  and 
circumft^nces  of  this  kingdom,  confidering  on  the  one  hand  the 
ftrength  and  ftability  of  Great  Britain,  and  on  the  other  thofe  di- 
vilions  which  have  fhaken  Ireland  to  its  foundations,  the  more 
anxious  I  am  for  fome  permanent  adjuftment  which  may  extend 
the  advantages  enjoyed  by  our  fitter  kingdom  to  every  part  of  tiiis 
illand. 

The  unremitting  induftry  with  which  our  en/?mies  perfevere  in 
their  avowed  defign  of  endeavouring  to  cffeiJl  a  feparation  of  this 
kingdom  from  Great  Britain  muft  have  engaged  your  particular 
attention^  and  his  Majefty  commands  me  to  exprefs  his  anxious 

hope, 
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"^hopej  that  this  confideration,  joined  to  the  fentiment  of  rnvtui^ 
affaftion  and  common  tntereft,  may  difpofe  the  Parliaments  in 
both  kingdoms  to  provide. the  moft  effe^ual  means  of  maintaining 
and  improving  a  cotinexion  eflential  to  their  common  fecurity» 
and  of  confolidatingy  as  far  as  poffible,>into  one  firm  and  laftiD^ 
fabric,  the  ftrength,  the  power,  and  the  refources  of  the  Brttiib 
empire. 

5^.  Paragraph  in  a  Motion  made  the  fame  Dayp.  in  the  Hovje   •/ 
Commons^  for  an  Addreft  ta  the.  Crown,  , 

The  unremitting  a^ivity  with  which  our  enemies  perfcvere  la 
their  avowed  defign  of  endeavouring  to  effea  a'fcparation  of  this 
kingdom  from  Great  Britain,  muft  conftantly  engage  our  moft 
earneft  attentioA  ;  and  as  your  Majefly  has  condefcended  to  e:(- 
prefs  an  anxious  hope  that  this  circnmflance,  joined  to  the  fenti- 
ment of  mutual  afFediion  and  conunon  intercft,  may  difpofc  the 
Parliament  in  both  kingdoma  to  provide  the  moft  effeftua!  mea-nf 
of  maintaniing  and  improving  a  connexion  cfTential  to  their  con^- 
mon  fecurity,  and  of  confolidating,  as  far  as  poflible,  into  diie 
firm  and  laftmg  fabric,  the  ftrength,.  the  power,  and  the  refource* 
of  the  Britifti  empire,  we  fl^aU  not  fail  to  give  the  fuUeft  confidcra^ 
tiOn  to  a  commumcatlon  of  fuch  momentous  importance. 

3.  Amendment  thereto^  propofidhy  Mr.  Ponfonhy^  but  rejeSed. 

A  motion  was  made,  and  the  queftion  being  put,  that  an  amend- 
ment be  made  in  the  foregoing  motion  by  inferting  after  the  word 
importance,  the  following  words,  viz.  *  but  maintaining  the  un- 
^  doubted  birth-right  of  the  people  of  Ireland  to  have  a  free  and 

*  independent  Legiflature,  reGdent  within  this  kingdom,'  as  it  was 

*  aflerted  by  the  Parliament  of  this  kingdom  in  I'ySa,  and  acknow- 

*  ledged  and  ratified  by  his  Majcfty  and  the  Parliaa>ent  of  Great 

*  Britain  upon  the  final  adjuflment  of  the  difcontents  and  jealoufies 

*  then  prevailing  among  his  Majefty's  loyaj  fubjedts  of  this  coun- 

*  try  :•  .    . 

It  paifed  in  the  negative.    Ayes  105. — Noes  io6. 

And  then  the  (^ueftion  being  put  on  the  original  motion. 

It  was  carried  m  the  affirmative. 

4.  Amendment  thereto f  adopted^  24th  January  ijgg. 

The  Addrefs  having  been  prepared,  and  reported  a4th  Ja- 
nuary 1799,  the  above  (»)  forming  the  tciith  paragraph. 

The  qucflion  being  put,  that  the  faid  paragraph  ftand  part  of 
the  faid  Addrefs, 

It  pafied  in  the  negative.    Noes  109.— Ayes  xo4« 

5.  Mxtra3 
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$»  BxtraS  firjtni  i&€  Lord  ki^tenant^s^feej),  pn  Jke  Pmrjogatidn  ■^\ 
tkc  P^rliaimnti  \fi  June  1799, 

I  \a»t  his  Maje(ty^8  partieulat.  commaiid^  to  acquaint  you  that 
a  joint  AddrcfB  xA  the  tWo  Houfes  of  Parliament  of  Gr^i|t  Britain 
lias  been  laid  bcfoce  his  Majefty»  aci:ojiiipa^ied  by  Refolution^ 
propofing  and  recommending  a  complete  and  entire  ITnion  be- 
tween Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  to  be  eftabliihed  by  the  mutual 
confent  of  both  Parliaments^  founded  on  equal  and  liberal  prin- 
cipleit  oil  the  fimilarity  of  l^^^d,  conftitutioh-,  and  government^ 
and  on  a  fenfe  of  mutual  interefts  and  affeiflions.  His  Majefty 
will'  receive  the  greatcft  fatisfadlion  in  witnelfing  the  accompliih- 
Bient  of  a  iyftem,  which,  by  allaying  the  unhappy  diftradions  too 
long  prevalent  in  Ireland,  an^  by  promoting  tfitfecurity,  wealth, 
;^nd  commerce  of  his  refpe(5tive  kingdoms,  muft  afford  them  at  all 
limies,  and  efpecially  in  the  prefcnt  moment,  the  beft  means  of 
jointly  oppofihg  an  effectual  refiftance  to  the  dcftru<aive  projeAtf 
of  foreign  and  domeftic  enemies ;  and  his  Majefty,  as  the  com- 
mon father  of  his  people^  miift  look  forward  with  earneft  anxiety 
to  the  moment  when,  in  conformity  to  the  fentiments,  vnlhcs^ 
and  real  interefts  of  his  fuhjefts  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  they 
may  all  be  infeparably  united  m  the  full  enjoyment  of  the  bleffing^. 
of  a  free  conftitution,  in  the  fuppott  of  the  honour  and  dignity  of 
his  Majefty 's  Crown,  and  in  the  prefervation  and  advancement  of 
the  welfare  and  profperity  of  the  whole  Britiih  empire* 

\  leel  moft  fenfibly  th^  arduous  Htuation  in  which  I^am  placed,* 
aiid  the  weight  of  the  truft  which  hid  Majefty  has  impeded  upon  . 
m?  ^  this  moft  iipportant  crifis  ;  but  if  I  ihould  be  fo  fortunate 
aa  to  contribute  in  the  fmalkft  degree  to  the  fuccefe  of  this  great 
meafure*  I  (hall  think  th^  labpura.  and  anxiety  of  a  life  devoted 
tp  the  fervice  of  my  country  amply  repaid,  and  ftxall  retire  with 
the  confcious  jTatisfaftion  that  I  have  had  fome  fhare  in  averting 
from  his  Majcfty's  dotpinions  thole  danger^  and  calamities  whieli 
l^ve  overfpread  fo  larg^  a  poftion  of  J^urope. 


N#. 
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t.  Mxtraa  from,  the  Rtcords  qf  the  Privj  Council  of  Scstkni. 

.   At  Edinh.  the  ^igbtb  day  (^  September^  9tu  tb0ufdud /even 
hundred  and  t<u/o  years, 

Sederunt, 
Lo.  Chancellor,  £.  Euch^n»  Lo.  Polwarth, 

M.  Lothian,  Vif.  Tarbat,  Lo.  Adv6c;it. 

E.  Crafurd)  '     Vlf.  Roibcry,  Lo.  Proveft  of  Edin. 

E.  Marr, 

LETT£R  irom  the  Queen  to  the  Courtcill  for  calling  and 
indicting  a  new  Parliament  read  and  order'd.  to  be  recorded^ 
whereof  the  tenor  foUowcs. 

Sk  fttpra  fcribituTi  Anne  tt^ 

*  Right  tfuftie,  &c.    Wee    greet   yow   well ;    HaVeing  ppon 

*  weighty  coniiderationea  thought  fitt  to  call  a  Parliament  of  tha^ 
*  *  our  ancient  kingdome  to  Ineet  at  Edinburgh  the  twelth  day  of 

*  November  nixt  enfueing  the  date  hereof;  Wee  have  now  font 

*  yow  here  inclofed  a  Proclamation  to  be  tfhued  for  that  pur- 
^  pofe ;  which  yow  are  to  take  care  to  be  'tioaely  pubfiihed  with 
'  all  the  folemuities  ufuall  upon  the  like  oCcafiones,  for  doeing 

*  whereof  this  ihaTl  be  your  warrant ;  and  fo  Wee  bid  yow  heai*- 

*  tily  farewell.     Given  at  oUr  Court  at  Windfour  Caftle,    the 

*  4jth  day  of  A^guft  1701,  and  of  ouir  rigtie  the  firft  year.    By 

*  her  Majeftie's  comoiandi  ^c  yi^W^/Yar 

'  QtJEBKSBERRY.* 

Proclamation  under  Her  Maji?ftie's  royall  hand  calling  &  \\\*. 
dicing  the  faid  new  Parliament  to  meet  at  Edinburgh  the  twelth 
November  nixt ;  and  the  (amen  bein^  re^d  in  their  prefence,  the 
Council!  ordained  the  faid  Proclamauon  to  be  recorded,  printed, 
and  publiibed,  at  the  marcat  crofs  of  Edinburgh,  and  at  the 
marcat  crofles  of'  the  remanent  head  burghs  of  the  fevcrall  ifayres 
&  ftewartries  of  this  kingdome.  And  appoints  her  Majeftie's 
Solicitors  to  tranfmit  copies  tberof  to .  the  refpedtive  Shirrins  and 
Stewarts  of  this  kingdonie.  to  the  effe^  they  may  conveen  the 
Iree  holders  within  ther  refpe^ive  bounds,  &hd  the  magiftrats  of 
their  refpe^iye  burghs  their  tonne  councills,  furth  with  to  eled: 
their  refpedtive  Commifidoners  to  the  enfueing  Parliament.  O^ 
the  which  Proclaination  the  tenor  folloes.   .  \ 

'  Anne,  by  the  grace  of  Ood,  Queen  of  Great  Brittaine, 
*  France,  and  Ireland,  defcjider  of  the  faith,  &c.  To  all  and 
'  fundrie  <Hir  good  ful^edt*  whom  thefe  prcfents  doe  or  may 

B  «:-.:  ♦  conccrnc 
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*  ccfncernc,  greeting ;  Wbercua  the  late  .ParMatncnt  of  that  our 

*  ancient  kingdome  is  by  our  authority  diffolved ;  and  confidcr- 

*  ing  that  Wee  arc  ingadged  at  prefcnt  in  a  moft  juft  and  nccef- 

*  Ikry  warr ;   and   that  by  ads  paft  in  the  PftrlSamcnt  both  of 

*  Scotland  and  England  Wee  are  impowered,    &  have  acpord- 

*  ingly  nominat  Commiffioners.  to  treat  of  an  Union  betwixt 

*  thefe  our  kingdomea,  &  of  other  things^  matters,  &   caufes ; 

*  relateing  therto ;  conforme  to  the  tenors  of  the  faids  adts,  the 

*  conclufion  of  which  Union  to  be  eftabliflied  and  ratified  in 

*  both  ParliaipentSy   wUl    undoubtedly  conduce  to   the   lafting  . 
'  peace  $c  wellfare  of  both  kingdoms ;   for  which  cauflesy  and 

*  that  Wee  judge  it  i^eceflary  ther  fhould  be  a  Parliament  in  being 

*  to  meett  on  fuch  occaiioneR  as  may  requyre  it,  Wee  have  thcr- 

*  fore  thought  fitt  to  call  a  Parliament  of  that  our  kingdome  to 

*  meet  at  our  city  of  Edinburgh  upon  the  twelth  day  of  Nbvc^m^ 

*  ber  nixt  enfueing  the  date  of  thefe  prefents :  Wee  doe  ther- 
^  fore  requyre  &  command   all    Dukes,    Marquefles,    Earles, 

*  Vifcounts,  LordSf  and  Officers  of  State  of  our  faid  kingdome^ 

*  to  be  prefent  &  attend  at  that  dyet ;  and  Wee  doc  alfo  re- 

*  quyre  &  command  all  our  ShirrifiB  in  the  feveralf  fhyres  8c 

*  their  deputes  furth  with  to  call  8c  conveen  all  the  freeholders 
'  in  the  rcfpedive  fhyres,  to  the  end  that  according  to  the  lawea 
'  8c  adls  of  Parliamentt  ele^iones  may  be  made  of  fitt  perfone3 
^  to  be  CommilTioners  for  this  Parliament.    And  Wee  doe  lyk- 

*  ways  requyre  &  command  our  royal  burrowes  to  make  choifc 

*  pf  Commiifeoners  accordingly;  8c  them,  Srall  pcribncs  haveing^ 
'  ixitr^ft  to  attend  this  our  Parliament  under  the  paines  contained* 

*  in  our  lawes  made  theranei|t ;    and  to  the  eifedt  all  our  good 

*  fubjc^s  may  have  nottice  of  this  our  royal  will  &  pleafure» 

*  Wee  doe  hereby  command  our  Lyon  King  of  Armes,  &  hi$ 

*  bretheren  Hcraulds,  Macers,  Purtevants  and  MefTengers  at 
'  Armes,  to  make  timeous  proclamation!:  of  thefe  prefents  at  the 
^  marcat  crofs  of  Edinburgh,   8c  at  the  marcat  crofies  of  the 

*  head  burghes  of  the  feverall  fhyres  of  that  our  s^ncient  king- 

*  dome.    Given  at  our  Court  at  Whidfbur  Caftle,  the  ajth  Au- 

*  guft  1 7oa,  &  of  our  reigne  the'firft  year.  By  her  Majeftie,  yf<* 
^  fu^fcrtbitur 

*  •  QtJEBNeBERRV/ 

a.  CommiJ/ion  by  tpe  FreeBoUers  of  Mdinburgb/hire. 

*  Be  it  koowento  all  ii^en  by  thir  prefent  letters.  Wee  the 

*  harrpns  8i,  freeholders  of  the  fhereffdome.  of  Edinburgh 
^principally,  being  mett  8c  conveened  within  the  Parliament 
^  Howfe  thereof,  to  the  effed  underwritten,   be  vertue  of  inti- 

*  matione  and  advertifement  from  the  fhireff  principall  and  his 

*  deputy;  and  n^ee  takeing  to  our  confideratioune  that  the  laft 
'  Parlian^eat  is  diiTolveii*  s^  that  thcr  is  ane  new  Parliament  in- 

,    ^diiftcd 
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diAed  by^her  Maj«fty  Qoecfi  Ano;  to  me€t  att  Edinli^rgh  dn 
the  twehh  day  ci  Nbvembei^  tiixt  to  come;  and  tliat  it  is 
f^eeflar  wise  have  •  jbur  conldiiffiooers  eledted  to  reprdetit  th^ 
ihyre  in  the  faid  Pariiaifient>  and  feverall  meetings  and  fe(- 
(iones  tfaerof ;  aid  wee  being  firft  qualified  by  (Wearing  the^ 
oath  of  aledganeft  to  her  Majefty  Que^n  Ann,  and  fabfcryve-' 
iog  the  lame  wit-h  the  afluraAce ;  a)id  haifeing  knawled^e  of 
the  idelHie,  fittnefs,  and  abHitk  of  the  peifonen  iihderwritted» 
to  the  effe^  aftermentionat  i  Wee  ha^e  therfore  nominated^ 
ele^edf  and  choien,  an<t  heirby  nominate,  de<^isi  Sz  choifes» 
Sir  Robert  DXindafs  of  ArnefttoH^  ane  of  the  SeniltOrd  of  the 
Colle^ge  of  Jiiftice;  Sir  Jai»es  Primrofe  of  Celnngloiin,  9ir 
Robert  Dickdfone  of  InTerefl:,  and  Oeorge  LbckJurt  of  Cam- ' 
wathy  to  be  our  four  Coiiiniiffiohei'«  to  represent  the  Aifd  ihyre 
in  the  next  enfewing  Parliainent  ahd  feveralt  itteetiAgs  ancl  fef- 
iionee  therof,  to  whom  wee  heiirby .  give  full  power,  warrand^ 
and  commiifioney  to  compear  for  the  faid  fiiyre  id  the  £aid  nikt 
Parliament  and  feverall  meetings  and  feffiones  therof ;  and  ther 
to  meet,  confult,  and  aflemble  with  the  noblemen  and  others 
Commiffioners  for  the  (hyres  and  royall  burghes  of  this  king- 
dome,  and  to  iitt  in  the  faids  meetings  and  feffiones  of  Parlia- 
ment ;  and  conferr,  treate,  vott,.  confult,  and  determine  in  all  . 
poynts,  aAs,  and  effaire^^  that  Ihall  .happen'  to  be  debated^ 
proponed,  and  concluded  in  the  faids  meetings  and  fefiiones  of 
Parliament ;  and  all  and  everie  thing  to  doe  therin,  ficklyk 
aod  as  fVeelie  in  all  rtf^&St  and  to  all  intentl?  and  purfiofesy 
as  any  othet-  Cpmmiffioner  for  this  ^yre*  or  any,  other  Com- 
millioner  within  this  kingdome  hes  done  or  may  doe  in  the  lyke. 
calces.  AndfoFthem^rfecuritiey  we  confent  thir  pcefepts  be 
infert  &  redftrat  in  the  bookes  of  j^arliament^  &c/  Datt4 
3pth  Scpteim)er  170a. 


3.  Commiffion  by  the  Burgh  9f  Edtttburgb, 

*  Be  it  knowen  to  aH  men  be  tfcir  prefents.  Us  the  Lord  Pro-< 
'vbfi,  Baillies,  Council  and  Deacons  of  crafts  ordinar  and. extra- - 

*  ordinar  of  the  burgh  of  Edinburgh;   foraCmychas  it  haying 

*  pleafcd  Uie  Queen's  Majcfty  to  call  a  Parliament  of  this  king-. 

*  dom  to  meet  at  Edinburgh  upon  the  tweHh  day  of  November 

*  nixt  enfueing  the  dait  of  thir  prefenta ;  therefor  wit  ye  u«  tO' 
<  havQ,  nominate,  conftltut,  and  ordained,  likeas  we  be  thir  pre- 

*  fent^  nominate,  conftitut,    ai^d  ordaine  Sir  Patrick.  Johnftoa 

*  prefent  X^d  Provoft  of  Edinburgh,.  9nd  -Robert  Inglis,  gpld- 

*  fmith,  and  prefent  Deacon  Conveenexv  of  the  incorporatkma; 

*  thereof,  to  rcprefciit  us  as  our  Commimon^rs.  in  the  faia  par* 

*  liament,  giving,  granting,  and  conimitting  to  them  our  veVy 

*  fully  free,  plsdn  power,  exprefs  bidding,  mandament  and  charge^ 
*^  for  us  in  our  names  and  upon  pur  behalf,  to  meet  and  con- 
^  yeei^  yri^  the  remanent  Commiffioners  of  the  free  royall  bur- 

*  rows 
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'rowdof  thi<  Kingdom  in  the  faid  enfueing  ParHameut^  to  be 

*  hoMen  at  Edinburgh  the  faid.  twekh  day  of  November  oixlt^ 

*  with  continuation  of  daye8»  and  there  in  our  names  and  upon 
^  our  behalf  to  fitt,  treaty  reaibn,  Tote»  and  conclude  upon  all 

*  and  whatfomever  maitters  that  fhall  happen  to  be  proponed  and 
^  treated  upon  in  the  iaid  Paritament ;  firm  and  ftable  holding, 

*  and  for  to  hold  all  &  whatfomever  our  faids  Commiffioners 

*  does. in  the  premifett  in  fo  far  a8  may  concerne  the  glory  of 
',  Gody  the  Queen's  hoBOur,  the  wellfare  of  the  kingdom,  this 

*  church,  and  eftate  of  burrowes.  Attour  we  teftifye  our  faid 
^  Comroiffioners  to  be  men  fearing  God»  of  the  true  Proteftant 

*  religion  pref^^ntly  profefled  and  authorized  be  the  laws  of  this 
^  kingdom  without  fufpicion  in  the  contrare ;  the  one  a  merchant, 
^  the  other  a  tradfman,  inhabitants  within  this  burgh,  bearing  alf 

.^.^Kirtable  charges  with  their  neighbours,  and  are  fuch  as  may 

*  tyn'e  and  win  in  all  our  affiiires*  in  witnefs  wh^rof»  ^c.  6c.C.* 
Dated  xith  September  170)^  > 
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)•  Rtfohttiofis  of  a  Meet'mg  of  the  Freeholders  ^f  the  Onmtj  of 
Louth. 

ICt  a  numerous  and  r^fpedtable  meeting  of  the  Freeholdett  of 
the  county  of  Louth,  held  at  Dundalk,  Monday,  January  14^ 
1799,  ^^  following  Refolutions  were  unantmoufly'agrced  to.:«— 

^  Jfehn  M'Clintock,  jun.  Efq-  High  Sheriff,  in  the  chair  \ 

Refojvedy  That  it  is  the  duty,  as  well  as  the  right  of  the  free-» 
Irolders  and  burgefles  of  Ireland,  to  exprefs  their  fentiments  on 
the  fubjeA  of  a  Union. 

That  our  Reprefentatives  were  not  empowered  at  their  eleAion 
to  furrendcr  the  cohftitutional  privileges  of  their  conftitucnts. 

That  the  rapid  irhprovempit  of  this  kingdom  (Ince  the  date  of 
her  legiflative  independence  clearly  evinces,  that  an  independent 
Irifh  Legi  nature  is  as  necefldiry  as  Britiih  connexion  to  the  prof- 
pcrity  of  Ireland. 

That  a  Union  would  not  only  deprive  us  of  many  of  our  deareft 
rights,  but  render  the'  enjoyment  of  the  remainder  precarious 
^d  uncertain,  and  would  for  ever  deftroy  the  fecurity  that  Ire^ 
land  now  pofleifes  for  their  continuance. 

That  it  is  impolitic  and  unwife  to  agitate  at  this  time  a  queftion 
it^^t  may  lead  tq  a  rc<:urrcn<?c  to  fir<t  pnpciples. 

That, 
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'Thftty  flrittl^' attached  as  w^  are  to  Britiih  connexiuO)  we  do  . 
totally  difapprove  of  the  plan  of  a  Legiflative  Union  between 
Creat  Britain  and  Ireland. 

That  thtfc  our  fentiments  be  communicated  to  our  Reprefcnt- 
ativesi  in  wfaofe  attachment  to  the  conftitution  and  true  interefts 
of  Ireland  we  have  the  moft  firm  reliance- 

^/  AnJHuer  of  the  Right  Bon.  ybhn  Fofier^  9t^eaker  of  the  Irijh 
Houfeof  Commoniy  on  recevving  the  Communication  of  the  fore^ 
^oing  Jkefolutionf, 

Gentlemen>  I  thank  you  for  your  ientiments,  aud  it  ia  a  great 
iatisfaiftion  to  me  to  find  my  Opinions  ftrengthened  by  your  ex- 
plicit declaration^  that  an  Iri(h  independent  Legiflature  is  as  ne- 
ceflary  asBritifh  connexion  to  the  profperity  of  Ireland.-  The 
Houfe  of  Commons  have  faid  fo  in  jtrong  language,  when  they 
ftated  to  his  Majefty  in  178*,  that  the  very  eilcnce.of  our  liber* 
ties  exifts  in  the  right  of  a  fole  Legiflature— the  Parliament  of 
Ireland— ;a  right  which  they  then  claimed  on  the  part  of  all  the 
people  as  their  birthright,  and*  which  they  declared  to  his  Majefty 
Ihey  could  not  yield  but  with  their  lives.  I  joined  in  that  Aate«>. 
ment — and  we  were  afterwards  told  from  the  Throne  that  both 
countries  had  pledged  their  good  faiih  to  each  other,  that  their 
beft  fecurity  would  be  an  invioUble  adherence  to  that  compact  | 
and  we  were  defired  to  convince  the  people  that  the  two  king- 
doms weie  then  one,  indiflblubly  conneded  in  unity  of  conftitu- 
tion and  unity  of  intereft*  Nothing  then  remains  to  ftrengthen 
our  Union-*we  have  adhered  to  that  compact,  fo  has  Great 
Britain,  and  we  have  rifen  to  profperity  with  a'rapidnefs  be 
yond  example  fince  it  was  made.  I  fee  no  circumftance  either- 
of  imperial  concern  or  local  neceflity,  which  can  juftify  our  at- 
tempting a  change,  'much  lefs  fuch  a  change  as  would  annihi- 
late that  birthright,  by  the  confirmation  of  which  our  trade  and 
mafiufadures  felt  a  fecurity  that  immediately  roufed  a  happy 
^rit  of  exertion,  the  farrender  of  nt^hich  would  not  only  make 
t&e  employment  of  thofe  exerttc<ns  precarious,  but  wojuld  equally 
take  away  all  fecurity  of  permanence  from  every  advantage 
which  any  perfons  might  be  i^orantly  deluded  into  a  hope  of 
froni  the  proje(fled  meafure  of  a  Legiflative  Union.  In  truth,  I 
fee  much  danger  and  a  probable  decreafe  to  our  trade  and  ma- 
nufadures,  from  the  meafure';  and  I  cannot  conceive  any  one 
advantage  to  thepn  from  it.  If  the  -linen  manufa<^ure  refts  at  all 
on  any  compad,  that  compad  was  made  with  the  Iri(h  Parlia- 
ment,, the  extindion  of  which  takes  away  a  fecurity  we  have 
found  adequate,,  and  leaves  it  without  the  protedion  of  its  na- 
tural guardians,  who  by  their  vigilance,  their  regulations,  and  . 
their  lK>unties,  have  more  than  doubled  its  exports  \vithin  a  few 
years  paft.    As  an  Iriihrnaui  then,  1  ihould  oppofe  the  meaiure, 

and 
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and  aa  a  member  of  the  empire  I  ihould  not  be  Ids  aver£e  to 
It ;  for  the  innovation  v^hich  it  would  make  in  the  conftituttOQ 
of  Qreat  Britain,  with  whom  we  muft  ftand  or  fall*  may  fp  ea- 
danger  that  conftitution,  as  in  the  end  to  overturn  it,  and  with 
it 'the  Whole  of  the  empire.  Nor  can  I  look  on  the  circumftances 
of  the  times,  without  deprecating  its  being  propofed9  when  the 
French  proceedings  teach  us  the  danger  of  innovating  on  efta- 
bliihed  conftitutions,  and  when  it  muft  be  peculiarly  alarming  (o 
Ireland,  fcarcely  refted  from  a  cruel  and  janprovoked  rebellion, 
to  hav€  the  public  mind  again  agitated  by  an  unneceflary,  unpro- 
voked, and  unfoUcited  projeA.  Thefe  are  my  fentiments.  Tbe 
entire  confidence  you  repofe  in  my  attachment  to  the  conftitution 
and  the  true  intereft  of  Ii^eland9  call  upon  me  to  ftate  them  fully 
to  you — you  (hall  not  find  that  confidence  mifplaced.  I  fliall  op- 
pofe  the  meafure ;  and  I  remain,  with  the  mott  perfect  tfteem  and 
affedion, 

Your  very  obliged  and  fcdthfiil  humble  fcrvant, 
Jan.  js.  John  Foster- 


No.  V.    Page  74. 

An  Account  of  the  Rfgifter  Tonnage f  belonging  to  the  Several  forts 
•f  Great  Britain  and  Ireland^  in  the  foHo'wing  Tears^  difiingui/h' 
ing  fome  of  the  principal  Ports  of  Great  Britain, 


.  «793. 

Liverpool               —               969694 
Briftol                    —               409289 
Hull                        —              §7*891 
lyhitehaven            —              56*415 
Newcaftle               -—          ,  123982 1 
Sunderland             —               639015 
All  the  other  Ports  of  Eng- 
land                   ■—             7569625 

Total  of  England              1*204*750 

«795.    . 

83*175 
49*556 
61*494 
57*187 
1269962 
699997 

779»5a8 
1,2079899 

37**34 
108,157 

145*391 
58^765 

1797., 
87*093 
43,611 
64*477 
541925 
128,294 
73*505 

8209640 
1*252,545 

Glafgow                — 
AH  the  other  Ports  of 
Scotland             — 

42,850 
x«6,325 
159»I75 

67,790 

^2*110 
104*424 

Total  of  Scotland 

Ireland     .              — 

136*534 
53*l8t 

C    191    )  ' 

No.  VI.    Page  90. 

1,  Extra8  from  tke  Evidence  of  Mr,  JosiAif  WedgWood,  befere 
the  Committee  oj  the  whole  Houfe^  in  ike  Boufe  of  Comm(mSf%d 
Hay  1785. 

THE  principal  raw  materials  of  which  our  prefent  earthen 
wares  ar^  made  arc  clay  and  flint  ftones.  X^e  forpier,  Ireland 
has  of  her  own,  and,  as  I  an^  told,  of  the  beft  quality ;  but  if  thii 
ihould  not  be  fo,  (he  has  been,  and  therefore  no  doubt  ihe  can 
be  again  fupplied  with  it  froni  the  fame  places  that  we  ourfelvcs 
are;  and  this  at  little  more  than  half  the  expenfe  which  it  cofts 
us  when  delivered  in  Stafibrdihire.  The  Utter  (flint  ftones)  flic 
has  much  cheaper  ftill ;  as  we  now  fetch  them  for  the  potteries  id 
^taffordfliire  from  the  ihores  which,  furround  Ireland. — My  au<- 
thoritks  for  the  exiftence,  abundance,  and  cheapnefs  of  the  raw 
materials  neccflary  for  carrying  on  an  earthen-ware  manufadorr 
in  Ireland  are  perfons  who  have  bad  fpecimens  of  the  clay  fent 
to  them  here  for  trial,  and  the  evidence  of  Mr,  Eitanx,  engineer 
of  the  Grand  Canal  making  acrofs  Ireland,  which  was  laid  before 
the  Irilh  Houfe  of  Commons  in  1783. — He  ftate8,'that  cm  the 
banks  of  the  Grand  Canal  lefs  than   30  miles  from   Dublin^ 

*  there  is  flint  for  making  flint  ware,  clays  for  potteries,    and 

•  pipe-clay  for  making  Stafford&ire  ware/— ;We  mull  likewifc 
take  into  the  account  the  carriage,  freight,  Iqfs  by  breaking, 
and  the  duties  on  our  ware  on  its  importation  from  Sta^rdlhire 
into  Ireland,  amounting  all  together  to  40  per  cent.—- P.  177, 
178. 


%.  Extras  from  the  fame  Gentleman*  s  Evidence  before  theCommittee 
qf  the  whole  Hoiife^  in  the  Houfe  of  Lords, 

When  potteries,  are  eftabliihed  in  Ireland,  and  the  natives  are 
taught  that  bufmefs,  I  apprehend  that  a  manufadure  of  a  fimilar 
kind  with  what  is  now  made  in  Staflbrdihire  may  be  purcbafed^t 
40I.  or  50/.  per  cent,  cheaper,  on  a  moft  moderate  calculation, 
than  we  can  afford  to  fell  it  in  Staffordihire. — Some  of  the  raw 
materials  for  the  finer  fpecies  of  earthen-ware  we  have  ourfelves 
from  Ireland,  via.  the  flint-ftone ;  and  I  am  told  th^y  have  the 
clay  likewife  of  a  very  good  quality.  There  are  fome  tons  of  it 
now:  in  apottcl^,  fent  to  be  tried  by  aperfon  who  lives  in  Ireland 
a  great  part  of  his  time ;  he  has  a  warehoufe  there,  and  a  pottery 
in  Staflbrdihire.  He  l^as  fome  tons  of  this  Irifli  pipe-clay  to  make 
a  trial  of.  He  told  me  before  P  came  to  London  that  he  had  tried 
it,  and  that  it  was  very  good.  Thefe  are  the  principal  articles  of 
raw  material  of  our  manufafture. — Is  the  flint  of  Ireland  equal 

to 


(     '92    ) 

to  otrrs  ?— if  you  take  it  all  together,.  It  is  not  equal  to  oura  ^ 
but  it  18  brought  to  Liverpool  by  way  of  l>allaft»  and  there  tiK 
employ  ag'cnts  to  pick  out  fuch  as  are  good  from  the  ballaft  when 
thrown  out. — Is  thnt  which  is  fo  picked  out  as  good  as  that  of 
the  caftern  coaft  *  ?— I  do  not  think  it  is,  becaufc  they  bring  it 
frotai  the  cokft  \  and  flint  expofed  to  the  air  for  any  time  acqui:*^f 
a  metallic  quality.    It  corner  from  mapy  parts  of  Ireland.    There 
Is  a  trace  of  it  near  Dublin,  whic^  they  ufed  when  they  ftt  up  a 
manufacJ^ure  of  queen's  ware  there  —Is  there  any  great  expenfc 
in  feparating  the  good  from  the  bad?— No.    Any  man  accuftom- 
ed  to  ihe  grinding  it  knows  direcftly  which  is  good  and  which  is 
bad.    When  their  natives  have  learned  the  bufinefs  in  as  good 
pcrfeAion  as  ours  have   here,  I  apprehend  that  lefs  than  40/.  or 
50/.  per  cent,  would  fcarcely  be  a  proteAing  duty.    When  I  faid 
tbe  flint  was  not  fo  good^  I  had  reference  to  that  which  is  picked 
4ip  promifcuoufly.    Thdt  picked  up  from  the  Iri(h  (hore   and 
taken  to  any  places  convenient  for  a  pottery  work,  muft  be  in 
the  vicinity  of  water  carriage.    Therefore  the  carriage,  which 
makes  a  very  great  proportion  of  the  value  of  pur  raw  material, 
at  leaft  five  flxths  ot  fix  fevenths  of  the  whole  Value,  will  be  fo 
'much  expenfe  faved  by  taking  t^e  flint  from  the  Irifh  (hore  and 
carrying  it  in  lighters  to  the  manufa^aoi-ies  there ;  fo  that  they 
will  have  the  flint  I  might  have  faid  one  third,  but  I  am  fure  they 
might  have  it  at  one  half  of  what  it  cofts  us,  and  they  nMy  have 
the  coal  from  our  pits  at  little  more  than  half  the  price,  ow  ing 
to  our  v^ry  inland  fituation. — I. "have  made  calculations  upon  it. 
The  day,  when  delivefed  on  board  a  ftiip,  ufed  to  be  about  6/* 
"or  7J«  per  ton»*  When  it  arrives  in  Staffbrdfhire,  it  is  from  361* 
or  3SJ.  to  two  guineas  per  ton  ;  fo  that  the  diflference  between  6s, 
per  ton  and  the  expenfe  of  the  carriage  is  near  two  guineas  f  ; 
and  on  that  account,  there  being  no  iilland  cairiage  to  DubUn, 
the^^can  have  it  from  our  clay -pits  at  little  more  than  half  the 
price  that  we  have  it.—  There  is  fagger  clay  in  fever^  parts  of 
Ireland.    In  almolt  every  place  where  coal  flnd  iron  ftone  are 
found,  that  fpecies  of  clay  accompanies  it.    It  is  along  the  banks 
of  the  New  Canal  that  runs  acrofs  th^  kingdom.    Mr.  Mvans^ 
Surveyor  of  the  Grand  Canal,  gave  in  a  report  to  the  Irifli  Parlia- 
ment laft  year,  in  which  he  fays  there  are  coals  of  equal  quality 
with  the  Whitehaven  coals,  fufRcient  for  the  fupply  of  the  whole 
kingdom  ;  and  th^e  is  clay  for  potters.    By  which  1  fuppofe  he 
means  the  coarfe  jcind  of  pipe-clay  for  Staflbrdfliire  ware.    And 
theriC  is  a  canal  not  a  great  many  miles  from  Dublin ;  fo  that  thd-e 
feems,  in  that  happy  fpot,  the  fineft  fituation  for  a  potter,  be- 
caufe  he  has  all  the  materials  under  his  own  band. 

,  P.  145.  154*  2^7%.  160,  161. 

•  Query?  f  Query? 
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No.  VIL    Piage  iii. 

IRISH     REiVENUE,     J797. 

^        Grofu  Nits. 

£.        s,    d.         £.'      s*    i, 

Coflfolidatdd  fund  964)524    7     af 

inland  cxcife,  exclufive  of  7      ,^«    ^ 
appropriated  duties,  &c.  J     4«8,o64    9    o 
I^icoaces  —  —  ,        7S%S^o  n    5 

Appropriated  duties        —        3199689    91, 

"    '        '      ■■)  " 
.  i»7B7,83»  16     9i 

Beduift     management,       ^ 
l>ountie8,   and  other       f  ,  ,,       /\ 

articles  charged  on  in-       C     450,o35  "    5t- 


<:identft 


Stamps  —  —  109,035     4    3 

DeduA  charges        —      —        20,924  n     ij 


»>33X*8©3    5     3I 
8S,iio  13     ij 


Poft-office         —  —  68,25^    611^ 

Dedu^  charges        •^       *—      50,653  18    9 

17*602 .  8    »| 

Total  net  revenue     1*437,5 16    6     ji 


Orofs  fums. 
1,787,838  16    9f 
iQ9>035     4    3 
68,256     6  iij 

i»965>i3o    8    o|    Total  ^rofs  revenue. 


c  c  No, 


(  m  ) 


"No.  VIII.    Page  iii. 


SCOTCH 

Brantbes, 

REVENUE, 

1797, 

Grafs  Produce. 

Net  Produce.  ' 

» 

£.      i. 

d. 

>c.     i.   </. 

Cqftoms         — •       "-ri 

403,536  15 

11 

324,644  19     »f 

Excifc            —       — 

958»i7J  19 

oi 

817,237  17     It 

Stamps           —        — 

i»3»978     5 

3 

112,380    0    0 

Land  and  aiTcflcd  taxe» 

104,061  15 

9 

98,768    6  II 

Salt      —        -^        -^ 

*7>3?4     5 

3i 

21,816  10    8t 

Poft-oflBce       —        — 

109,793     6 
4,136    4 

4, 

94,810     I  I9i 

I/,  on  pcnfions,  &;c.        -?• 

9i 

3*985   15     8§ 

6f/.  on  ptnfionB,  &c.       — 

3>477     9 

I* 

3i39»  ''3     74 

.     Total 

l>734,47^     » 

3i 

1,487,036    5    .:|i 

No,  IX.» 


SCOTCH   REVENUE,    17,8. 


J^ra 

nches. 

Grofs  Produce. 
£.       s.    d. 

iV>/  Produce. 

£.      X.   ^• 

Cuftoms 

—           "r- 

539>a84  15     7 

439»43i   "   i« 

Excifc 

—           — 

965,2-52  18     3J 

^  807,796    8    ^4 

Stamps 

—            — 

140,609  15     3{ 

126,727    6    6 

Land  and  afleffed  taxes 

209,209  J  7    4 

205,108  13     8 

Salt 

—          -^ 

59»5»3     9     St 

51,782  13     6j 

Poft-office 

TT"           — 

110,701   14     3 

95>639     4     9* 

i 

I  J.  on  pen! 

iODS,  &c.        — 

39,937   11     oj 

39*684     5     3i ' 

id.  on  pcngons,  &c.      — 

3>003     7     5i 

21965   16     74 

Total 

*,o67»543     ^    5t 

i>768,936     0     4 

♦  This  is  cxtraAedl  from  an  account  laid  bcfpre  the  Houfe  of  Common^ 
13th  June  1799. 


No. 
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No.  X.  Page  iio^    Note. 

'  RATES  PF  POSTAGf  IN  IRELA^^D,  1797^ 

Pottage  of  a 
finglc  kttc^.' 
From  any  poft-office  in  Ireland  to  any  place  in  the  fame    j.  di 

kingdom,  not  exceeding  15  miles  from  fuch  ofBce,  and  , 

not  paiiing  through  Dublin  —  —  -rr     o    » 

Above,  the  diftance  of  15  mile«  and  not  e^^ceeding  30 

miles,  and  not  paiiing  through  Dublin        —         —         03 
Above  the  diftance  of  30  miles  and  not  exceeding  $6 

miles,  and  not  paiiing  through  Dublin        —         —         04 
Above  the  diftance  of  40  miles  and  not  exceeding  80  miles, 

and  not  paiiing  through  Dublin  -r-      .     *—  05 

And  all  beyond  80  miles,  and  not  paifing  thro*  Dublin        o    6 
Between  Dublin  and  London  by  way  of  Holyhead  o    8 

Between  Waterford  and  London  by  way  of  Haverford 

weft        —  —  —  —  —  Q    S 

between  Donaghadee  and  London  by  way  of  Portpatrick    |    3 


No.  XI.   Pag(5  1 10,  Note. 

RATES  OF  POSTAGE  IN  SCOTLAND,  1797. 

Poftage  of  ^ 
iiogle  letter, 

]Petween  London  and  ]l^dinburgh,  Dumfries,  or  Cock- 
burnfpeth  —       '      —  —  —  o    S 

prom  any  poft-office  in  Scotland  to  any  place  not  exceed- 
ing one  ftage  from  fuch  oflfice         —         —         —         q    % 

From  any  poft-office  in  Scotland  to  any  place  in  the  fanve 
kingdom,  above  one  ftage,  and  not  exceeding  50  miles, 
and  not  pajliing  through  Edinburgh         ■—  ^-  P    ♦   , 

From  any  poft-office  in  Scotland  to  any  place  in  the  fame 
kingdom  above  50  and  not  elcceeding  80  miles,  and  not 
paiiing  through  Edinburgh    '    —  —  '      —  ©5 

from  any  poft-office  in  Scotland  to  any  place  in  the 
fame  kingdom  above  80  and  not  exceeding  150  miles, 
and  not  paffing  through  Edinburgh  •—  —  06 

From  any  poft-office  in  Scotland  to  apy  place  above  150 
miles,  and  not  paffing  through  Edinburgh       —.07 

Between  Port-patrick  in  Scotland  and  Donaghadee  in 
Ireland,  by  packet-boats,  over  and  above  all  other 
rates         —         —         —  '—         —         —         oa 

Letters  to  and  from  any  part  of  England  and  any  part  of 
Scotland,  not  paffing  through -London>  Edinburgh, 
Dumfries,  or   Cockburnfpeth,  are  not  char jeable, .  if 

•    pngle>  higher  than         —  —  t—  —  08 

No.  XU. 


(     196    ) 
No,  XUi  Page  117. 

kxtraS  from  Craig  t)e  Feudh* 

SED  de  FarHamentis  hoc  linum  monmffe /uffieiaU  «//W/  ratum  effe^ 
mhil  Ugh  WV2  Babire^  ntfi  quod  omnium  trium  ordinim  con/en/u  con^ 
junSo  conftitutttm  eft  ;  if  a  ttxMen  ut  univfci^ufyue'ordinis-perfe  major 
pars  confeniiens  pro  toto  ordimfufficiat,  Sdi^  hodii  conirovertif  an  duo 
ordines  Pariiamenti^  dij/entiente  ttrtioy  quafi  major  pars ^  leges  condere 
ofiera /I've  real'ia.  five  perfonalia  Imponere-^  fiatuta  no*va  introducere 
poffinty  euJMi.  partem  Tiegaftiem  honi  omnesy  t5*  quicttnque  de  hac  re  , 
firipftrimtt  pertinaaffime  tuentur^  alioqui  duo  ordiws  in  everfionem 
tertii,  pojftjmt  convenire.  ^od  de  tverfionsm  dixiy  idem  de  prajndieh 
kf  incommodo  inte/iigendam. 


No.  XIII.  Page  123. 

Extra  ff^.  from  Sir  William  Petty  s  Politioal  Anatomy  .of  Ireland. 

I'F  all  men  were  bound  to  fpend  the  proceed  of  their  land  on  the 
land  itfelf ;  then  as  all  the  proceed  of  Ireland  ought  to  be  fpent 
in  Ireland,  fo  all  the  proceed  of  one  county  in  Ireland  ought     '  ■  ,\ 

,  to  be  fpefit  in  tlie  fame  ;  of  one  barony  in  the  fame  barony ; 
and  fo  parifh  and  manor;  and  at  length  it  would  follow,  that  ^ 

every  eater  ought  to  avoid  what  he  hath  eaten  upon  the  fame 
furf  where  the  fame  grew.  Moreover,  this  equal  fpending  of 
wealth  would  deftroy  all  fplendour  and  ornament;  for  if  it  were 
not  fit  that  one  place  Ihould  be  more  fplendid  than  another,  fo  | 

alfo  no  one  man  fhoold  be  greater  or  riclier  than  another; 
for  if  fo,  fhen  the  wealth — fuppofe  of  Ireland,   being  perhaps  i 

i»  naillions,  being  divided  amongft  1,100,000  people,  then  no  i 

one  man  halving  above  10/.  could  probably  build  a  houfe  worth 
perhaps*  3/.  which  would  be  to  leave  the  face  of  beggary  on  the  | 

whole  nation ;  and  with  all  fuch   parity,  Would  beget  anarchy  ;       ] 

and  confiifion, ^^  P.  84,  85. 


FINIS. 


r 
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*  *        R   E    P    t»    1i! 

^^COkSlDERJtlONS 

f<  t7p^»  t^e  State  of  Public  Affairs  in  the  year  '1799! 
<^Ireknd:\ 


],    . 


Bteoatisfis 


BY  A  PHILANTHROPIST. 


I  .'      .  **  Ja  attacks  upon  a  frti  ftatc,  every  man  Vill  fight  to  defend  it,  becanii 

j  '^  every  man  has  IbmetKmg  to  defend  in  it.— When  blcffiogs  are  gone,  it  19 

^*  xnadnefi  to  tbiAk  that  any  nQaa  wiil  rplli  his  blood  for  him  who  took  ti|eix| 

Cato'sLettcrt. 
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^RINTID   ANi>  SOLD   BV   THE   BOOICSBLLER-^ 


f 
f 


ADVERTISEMENT. 


JL  HE  Writer  of  the  following  pages  pre-? 
fents  them  with  cjiffidenci?  to  the  Public, 
confcious  of  its  many  imperfe^ions  re* 
fqlting  from  &e  want  of  ability,  and  want 
pf  leifure.  His  motive^  are  honeft,  his 
intentions  $.re  virtuous,  ^jid  his  moft 
anxious  \Vifli  is  to  promote  the  happinefe 
of  mankind  in  general,  and  of  his  coun? 
tryjnen  in  particular.  Many  parts  of  the 
Mintfierial  Pamphlet  remain  unanfweredj 
but  as  the  Replyer  defires  only  to  guard 
his  brethren  from  the  ddufions  of  fophiftry 
and  the  deceptions  pf  falfehood,  he  thinks 
it  unnecefTary  \o  fwell  his  work  to  an 
enormous  bulk }  and  if  he  has  fufficientty 
expofed  the  artifiqes  ufed  by  the  Author 
of  the  "  Confiderations "  to  caution  the 
well-meaning  part  of  his  countrymen,  his 
endeavours  will  have  been  crowned  with 
fuccef?. 


A      REPLY,     &c. 


\ 


wm 


A  LATE  publication,  chtidcd,  <^  ConftderattoHi 
Upon  the  State  of  Public  Affdits  in  the  year  1799,  iri 
Ireland^*  as  the  Work  df  an. unauthorized  individual 
like  myfelf,  I  llibuld  conceive  ?o  be  completely  be- 
neath rtijr  attention ;  but  as  the  prodUftiori  of  a  confi-- 
dential  minijlerialift^  I  think  it  the  duty  of  an  honeft 
Iriftiman  to  offer  fomc  rcitiarks  on  thifc  performance. 
Viewing  it  merely  in  the^jght  of  a  coftibination  of 
weak    mifrepfefentatiohs/  puerile    conceits,    and 
groundkfs  aflcrtions,  I  defpife  the  fabrication ;  but 
Regarding  it  ^  a  Work  publifhed  under  the  aufpices  qf 
Government,  and  circulated  induftrioufly  as  the  com- 
fofitionofa  nobleman  faid  to  be  well  acquainted  with 
the  aHaifs  of  this  country,  I  feel  an  anxiety  to  contfa- 
did  what  I  think  fcarcely  worthy  of  refutation.  I  can- 
ii6t  avoid  confidering  this  pamphlet  as  by  far  the  moft 
abfurd  and  irrational  of  the  many  which  have  been 
written  to  enlighten  tht  poor  ignorant  Irijhy  in  regard 
to  the  advantageous  alterations  infeparable  from  the 
mcafurc  of  a  Legiflativc  Union  with  Great  Britain. 
Where  the  authbf  ift tends  to  excite  admiration,  he 
attrafts  only  ridicule ;  where  he  means  to  raife  relent* 
nieht,  he  occafions  only  contempt ;  and  where  he  eri* 
^eavours  to  difiinite  the  different  fe£ts  of  Iri(hmen> 
ht  only  ftrengChens  the  bonds  of  affinity  .and-  afFcc- 

B  tion# 


tion.  I  am  aftoniihed  at  the  ignorance  of  humatt 
nature  in  general^  and  of  the  Irtjb  nature  in  particu^ 
lar,  which  is  evinced  throughout  the  whole  of  thia 
elaborate  performance  \  and  I  know  not  whether  ta 
admire  moft>  the  folly  of  him  who  compoied^  or 
the  weaknefs  of.  thofe  who  diftributed  this  work 
with  an  intention  of  demonftrating  the  propriety, 
adyanCage,  and  neceffity  df  that  meafure*  The  in* 
numerable  abfurdicies  and  incongruities  of  language 
and  of  Ilyle>  perceptible  in  every,  paragraph,,  as  mat* 
ters  of  comparatively  fmall  importance,  I  (hall  pafi 
by  unnoticed  \  and,  leaving  the  manntr  unmolefted^ 
confine  my  obfervations  to  the  matter. 

Sorry  indeed  am  I  to  confefs  that  i^t  Bridfii  Mi« 
'  nifter  had  not  any  caufe  tafear  ^«  on  the  part  of  Ire- 
land a  jufl:  oppodtion  or  tadonal  difl&e  to  the  mea- 
fure  :''  it  is  long  fincehc  has  met  with  any  thing 
cithery^  or  rational  amodgft  thofe  with  whom  h^ 
has[  been  conneAed  in  this  <'  devoted  land/'  and  he 
had  therefore,  but  tod  much  reafon  to  expert  that. he 
would  be  fupported«  as  ufualj  with  the  moft  eager 
fubfcrvicncy  (bf  the.  powerful  men  of  this  <rountry) 
in  every  plan  he  might  wiih  to  introduce  for  the  pur^ 
pofc  of  fubjugatmg  and  impoveriihing  a  nation 
which  he  fears  and  deteftfi.    But  at  length  he  has 
difcovered  his  miftake;  he  has  foupd  that  even 
amongfl:  the  friends  to  Britifh  connexion,  there  are 
enemies  to  Britilh  ufurpation  i  and  he  knows  thai 
amongfl:  the  moft  loyal  men  in  the  kingdom,  there 
are  individuals  who  poflefs  iufficient  fpirit  and  vir« 
pit  to  oppofe  his  pernicious  innovations. 
Theconfufion  ofityle  obfcrvable  in  the  ''Confi- 
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^emidns/'  renders  ft  %  difficult  mattef  to  Maw  tliil 
author's  train  of  reafoning  s  but  when  he  attempts  fq 
prove  (or  rather  infimmtes  an  aflertion)  that  ^^  the 
final  fetdement  of  1782*'  has  been  prodiiftive  of  al) 
the  recent  calamities  which  have  conviilied  this 
ifland^  it  is  hardly  poifible  to  fuppitis  emotions  of 
rifibiHty  at  the  absurdity  of  the  fiflionr    He  might 
as  wel>  attempt  to  perfiiadb  us  that  ^^  the  final  fetdcr 
ment  of  1 7B2' '  had  opcafioned  the  French  revolutioiy 
or  the  eonqueft  of  Egypt ;  and>  in  the  event  of  thi« 
Ijegifladve  Union  taking  place^  I  (hoUld  not  be  furr 
prized  if  fuch  a  writer  were  gravely  to  inform  lis^.th^ 
the  next  naval  vidory  of  a  Duncan  or  a  Neifon  was 
entirely  produced  by  the  fuccefs  of  that  «  glorious''^ 
tmafure.    Thc^aftonijbing greainefs  of  mind\fhick 
ididbited  this  plan  is  fo  &r  above  the  comprehenfion 
of  ignorant  Irijhmen^  that  they  muft  be  pardoned  fop 
not  beftowing  on  it  that  degree  of  admiradon  which 
it  claims:  indeed  thie  majority  of  them  are  filly 
enough  to  imagine  that  a  few  trivial  Qonceffions* 
{futh  2S  Catholic  emancipation,  abolition  of  tytbes^ 
iec.  &e.)  more  adapted  to  the  level  of  their  weak 
9nd  uncultivated  minds,  would  contribute  more  tOf^ 
inwards  the  fianquilli^ation  of  their  country  thaa  the 
overwhelming  benefit  which  would  probably  prove 
CO  Hibernia  fuch  a  ^vour  as  did'  the  Sabine  bucl^r^ 
lerstoTaiphK^ 


*  Wbat  did  the  wboIe'p«wer  of  $ptm  da  liainft  a  fc^  revolted  prij 
▼loces,  wheo  all  the  people  were  cora^d  by  oppreflioD  >  How  rnaoy 
armiet  were  lod  }  How  many  millions  fobliihly  fquandered,^  to  recov«# 
Iff  force,  w^t  afn»j^Ji  fmeeffitin  would  have  done  a  t  once  } 
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;    It  isalmoft  uiineceiTaryJn  this  cobntry,  to  declap^ 
that  the  noble  author  miftalccs  moft  cgregioufly, 
vfhcn  he  aflerts  that  the  meftfure  of  a  Lcg^flativa 
Union  was  rejefted  in  the  Iri(h  Houfe  of  Cominonsfc 
bccaufe  «  it  was  fuppofcd  to  contain  fomething  hu* 
miliating  to  the  pride  and  dignity  of  Ireland/'  and  I 
tnafl:  be  excufed  for  faying  that  I  fufped  this;  roifre-* 
prefentacion>  and  many  others,  have  been  deiignedly 
infcrtcd  for  the  purpofe  of  deceiving  thofc  urtpreju^ 
diced  inquirers  who  may  not  have  the  opportunities 
requifite  for  obtaining  accurate  inforhiation.    How« 
ever,  left  the  noble  author  fhould  happen  to  be  rea^T 
ly  midnformed  in  this  refpeft,  I  muft  tell  him^  that 
the  infuited  dignity  of  the  Irifh  nation  was  merely  a 
fcconSary  confideration  i  and  that  the  Houfe  of 
Commons  rejefted  the  beneficent  offer  bccaufe  they 
were  convinced  that  the  raeafure  muft  be  accompa- 
nied bydeftruftion  to  themfelves,  their  famijies,  their 
pofterity,  tfaeir  properties,  and  their  country.  They 
knew  that  if  it  were  advantageous,  it  would  never 
Jiave  been  offered  i  and  they  alfo  knew  that  hid  the 
intentions  of  Minifters  been  honeft^it  woiild  never 
have  been  introduced  in  a  manner  fo  ihfidious,  and 
at  a  time  fo  improper.    It  is  probable  that  many 
members  of  thathpuic  (amongft  whom  are  fome  of 
the  beft  informed  and  ipoft  enlightened  men  of  the 
nation)  had  long  fince  confidere8l^*and  weighed  the 
advantages  attendant  on  fuch  a  plan,  by  which  they 
difcoycred  the  impoifibility  that'any  ipodificarion  9f 
a  Legiflative  Union  could  ever  prove  beneficial  to 
this  country,  unlefs  fuch  as  would  be  injurious  to 
pre^t  Britain.    Inftead,  therefore,  of  fhunning  th(f 
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difcuffion  of  this  qucftion,  Icftitfliould  "cxpoft 
the  people  to  the  temptation  and  danger  of  overt- 
loqking  the  affront,  in  the  utility  of  the  meafure/* 
they  fhunnc^  it  becaufe  they  feared  that  the  palpa^ 
b!e  injullicc  of  the  attempt,  might  roufe  the  finking 
fpirit  of  revolt,  and  rekindle  the  dormant  flames  of 
difaf5?<Slipn,    However  infignificant  an  unfuccefeful 
rebellion  may  appear  in  the  eye s  of  Britifh  Minill- 
ters,  it  is  by  no  me^ns  an  unimportant  event  ip  the    ' 
contemplation  of  men>  whofe  perfons  and  proper- 
ties are  expofed  to  deftrufilion  in  the  conflifl ;  and 
it  is  very  natural  that  fiich  men  Ihould  be  anxious  to 
prevent  any  debate  from  which  thqfe  detrimental 
f  onfcquences  were  likely  to  refulc 
.    I  have  fcarcely  patience  to  ftrip  the  mafk  froai 
the  weak  impofture  of  this  work,  and  can  hardly 
fuppoje  th^t  the  flimfy  covering  is  capable  of  con- 
cealing from  the  moft  fuperficjal  obferver,  the  dcr 
formity  of  the  ch^J^geling's  countenance-     The  atr 
tempt  to  throw  up  a  new  barrier  between  rich  and 
poor,  Pfofeftant  and  Catholic,  fpeakers  of  Engliik 
and  fpeakers  of  Irilh,  is  equally  futile  and  abfprd. 
It  is  not  by  telling  the  Proteftants  that  they  are  a 
race  of  foreigocr^i  ^ritilh  fettlcrs,  the  ufurpers  of 
^  tract  of  Jand ;  it  is  not  by  telling  the  Catholics  that 
they  are  the  natives  of  the  country,  the  rightful 
poflcffors,  the  anticnt  inhabitants  -,   that  the  noble 
-author  (or  ten  thoufand  fimilar  to  the  noble  author) 
could  difunite  the  real  patriots  of  Ireland  j  and  k 
^ill  require  very  little  knowledge  of  the  ftate  of 
<his  country,  to  prove  that  it  is  a  bafe  mifreprcfcn- 
.^tion ;  fqr  vc  c^qnot  forget  th^t  an^ong  the  mpij: 
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Icrvile  adherents  of  Britilh  oppreffion,  fcveral  arc  th<f 
lineal  defccndants  and  bear  the  once  honorable  names 
of  Irifh  chieftains,  and '  that  fomfc  of  the  warmeft 
and  nobleft  defenders  of  the  rights  and  liberties  of 
Erin,  are  among  the  pofterity  of  ufurpers! ! !     la 
fa6t,  the  defcendants  of  the  various  nations  which 
have  at  various  times  fettled  in  this  ifland,  are  now 
fo  blended  together  that  it  would  be  impoffible, 
except  aipongft  a  very  few  families,   to  determine 
which  had  mod'  Spythian>  •  wKich   moft  Spanifh^ 
•which. mc^  Danifh,  and  which  moft  Britifh  blood 
ih  their  veins.     In  my  opinion  the  man  who  haa 
jiow.  the  beft  title  to  the  appellation  of  Irijhman^ 
is  the  inhabitant  who  loves  his  countrymen,  who 
promotes  the  profpcrity  and  who  refpedts  the  inie- 
fendence  of  Ireland.  ^  If  we  are  to   believe   antien? 
writers  oh  this  iubjeft,  we  have  reafon^  to  fuppolc  , 
that  formerly  no  people  were  fo  completely  Irifli,  as 
thofe  immediately  defcended  from  Englilh  fettlers  % 
and  Spencer  (who  appears  to  be  almoft  as  much 
prejudiced  againft.an  Irifhman  or  a  Papift,  as  even 
fhc  nobte  author)  fays  exprefsly  of  the  JEnglifh  colo- 
nifts,  that  <*fome  of  them  arc  degenerated,  and 
^  grown  mere  Irifli  5  yea,  and  more  malicious  to  the 
«  Englifb,  than  the  Irifli  themfelvcs/*    In  another 
place  be  fays,  *'  the  reft  which  dwejt  in  Connaught 
«  and  in  Mcmnfter,  which  is  the  fweeteft  foil  of  Ire-^ 
«<  land,  and  fome  in  Leinftei-  and  Ulfter,  are  dege- 
^^  nerate ;  yea,  and  fome  of  them  have  quite  fliaken 
'«  off  the  Englifli  names,  and  put  on  Irifh,  thaTthey 
"  might  be  altogether  Irifli."    In  another  place  he 
fays,  that  fon^e  «'  did  cjuite  ?aft  off  both  their  Eng- 
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^lifli  name  and  allegiance:  fincc  which  time  thcf 
««  have  fo  remained  ftill>  and  have  fince  been  CQunc« 
«-cd  mere  Irilh.  T^hc  very  like  is  alfo  reported  oiTthc 
<*  Mack-fwynes,  Mac-mahones,   and  Mac-lhchic$ 
««  of  Mounftcr,  how  they  likewife  were  anciendy 
*«  Englilh, .  and  the  old  followers  to  the  Earl  of  Dcf- 
««  mond,  until  the  reign  of  King  Edward  the  Fourth :  - 
^^  at  which  time  the  Earl  of  Definond  thatthea 
<<  was,  called  Thomas,  being  through  falfe  fubor^ 
«  nation  (as  they  fey)  of  the  Queen,  for  feme  of^ 
<«  fence  by  her  agaiiift  him  conceived,  brought  to 
«  his  death  at  Tredagh  moft  unjuftly,  notwithftaiid- 
«  ing  that  he  was  a  very  good  and  found  fubjeft  to 
<f  the  King ;  thereupon  all  his  kinfmen  of  the  Ge-» 
<<  raldines,   which  then  was  a  mighty  family   ia 
«*  Mounfter,  in  revenge  of  that  huge  wrong,  rofc 
<^  into  arms  againft  the  King,  and  utterly  renounced 
<<  and  forfook  all  obedience  to  the  Crown  of  Eng- 
*<  land ;  to  whom  the  faid  Mac-fwincs,  Mac-fhehics, 
<(  and  Mac-mahones,  being  then  fervants  and  fol- 
«« lowers,  did  the  like,  and*  have  ever  fithencc  fa 
^*  continued.    And  with  them  (they  fay)  all  the  pco- 
«*  pie  of  Mounftcr  went  out,  and  many  other  of 
«*  them  which  were  Englifh,  thenceforth  joined  with 
«♦  the  Irifli  againft  the  King,  and  termed  themfclvcs 
««  very  Irifli,  taking  on  them  Ipfli  .habits  and  cuf-» 
*'  toms,  which  could  never  fincc  be  clean  wiped 
4i  away.i  but .  the  contagion    hath  remained  ftill 
«'  amongft  their  pofterities.     •     ,    .     .     .    .     , 
*< .     .     »     Other  great  houfcs  there  be  of  the  Eng- 
^  lilh  in  Ireland,  which  through  licentious  convcrf- 
tf  inj^  with  the  Irifli,  or  mjirryirtg,  or  foftering  with 
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« the*,  6r  lick  ofmect  niiftUfe,  or  other  fucH  tin- 
«  happy  occafions,  hav^  degenerated  from  their  anV 
«*  cient  dignities.'*  In  this  palfagc  there  are  twd 
things  defcrving  of  the  noble  author's  attention ;  firft 
the  tzr\y  degentratenefs  Of  the  Ehglifh  colony y  and  fe« 
condly  the  caiuft  which  impelled  the  Geraldines  and 
fo  many  Other  families  to  become  «  mere  Irifti/* 
It  appeafs  as  if  there  was  in  Ireland  ^  peculiar  prone- 
ncfs  to  aifiliate  the  defendants  of  Colonifts,  aftd  as 
obfervations  of  this  nature  have  been  fd  frequently 
made  at  different  times,  it  is  much  tb  be  feared  that 
there  is  fomething  peftilential  in  the  air,  which  occa*^ 
fions  this  extraordinary  infanity  \  and  as  no  antidotd 
of  fufficient  flrcngth  to  proteft /the  mulntude,  hai 
yet  been  difcovercd,  I  muft  reCommehd  to  the  no- 
ble author  and  his  Englilh  friends  to  (hun  this  con- 
tagious air,  and  to  import  into  their  civilized  land 
all  the  inhabitants  of  this  iflc  who  prefer  Briiijh  Frd{ 
ternity  to  Irijh  Independence. 

1  fhould  wi(h  to  be  inforrtied  hdw  niiany  hundred 
years  the  noble  author  fuppbfes  it  neCelTary  for  a 
race  of  people  to  inhabit  a  country,  before  they  can- 
acquire  the  appellation  of  natives;  whether  Irclanc{ 
requires  a  longer  refidcnce  to  bcftow  this  title  than 
other  knds,  and  (in  the  cafe  of  an  ifland  being 
peopled  in  different  parts  by  colonies  from  difFererif 
nations)  which  part  of  the  country  is  fiippofed  to  ap- 
pertain to  the  rightful  inhabitants?  The  nobfc 
author  would  be'  much  furprifcd  if  the  inhabitants 
of  Wales  were  td  denominate  the  inhabitants  of 
England  a  colony  of  ufurpcrs,  or  if  the  people  of 
France  were  to  pretend  to  a  power  over  Great  Bri- 
'  tain. 


r 


tliOi  becaufe  that  fnan)r  hundred  years  ago  fome  of 
the  natives  of  that  country  invaded  and  planted  co- 
lonics in  the  ifland  i  and  were  any  Wekh  or  French 
pamphleteers  to  hazard  fuch  an  aflercion,  the  Eng- 
lifti  would  very  juftly  confider  them  as  eligible  in- 
habitants of  Bedlam^  The  noble  author  will  (I  be« 
lieve)  confefs  that  what  he  calls  the  *<  EngUfh  co- 
lony," has  been  fettled  in  Ireland  rather  longer 
than  the  inhabitants  of  North  America  in  their  por- 
tion of  the  Weftern  world,  and  yet  he  allows  to  the 
latter  their  appropriate  appellation.  It  appears  as 
if  he  intended  to  reproach  the  Irifh  feeders  for  not 
having  long  fince  employed  the  fame  exertions  for 
jLibcrty,  which  beftowed  a  name,  a  charadler,  and 
a  conftitution  on  the  American  fctders :  but  the  no- 
ble author  fliould  recoiled,  that  nations  will  endure 
Very  numerous  and  fcvere  oppreffions,  before  they 
teill  have  recourfe  to  the  violent  operations  of  Re^*^ 
voludon  i  and  probably  had  America  been  very  litde 
lels  oppreilcd,  it  would  remain  at  this  day  a  depen- 
dent  province  of  Great  Britain.  It  is  difficult  to 
produce,  and  eafy  to  prevent  Revolutions  j  but 
there  is  a  degree  of  tyranny  which  no  nation  can 
endure.  Men  feldom  fight  about  the  forms  or 
tiames  of  Goverpment— for  let  the  form  be  ever  fo 
imperfeft,  or  the  name  ever  fo  ofFenfive,  «^  make 
the  people  happy,  and  you  may  make  them  loyal.*" 

••  Phikfophkil  Sutfey^r  the  Sotitii  of  IreluiMi. 

Wliilft  men  enjoy  protedtioii,  plenty  and  hapfsinefs,  they  wilt  alw%ytd«» 

lire  to'continue  them,  and  never  look  after  Revolutions.;     .    .     .     .     • 

tfcefefbw,  whtcter  WMild  endcavcnir  (o  preferve  a  preTcnt  eiUbUfhm^t, 

flMft  m»kc  Itie  people  eafy  tud  «Mteatcd  ondec  it,  and  to  find  their  oink 

f^Kwi^x  inUtt  4a«ti0auM«  «f  it. 

Cato^f  Utursy  3d  Vol.  p.  S6. 
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Sot  my  own  part,  fuppofing  that  I  were  to  confix 
der  hereditary  monarchs  in  the  abftradb  as  ridicu-^ 
lous  as  ever  did  Thomas  Paine,  yet  I  could  idolize 
ia  King,  whofe  mild  and  judicious  adminidration  be- 
ftowed  on  his  fubjefts  rational  liberty  and  virtuous 
happinefs:  and  though  a  Republican  form  ofgo* 
vernment  (hould  be  thought  in.  theory  the  beft  cal- 
culated to  promote  the  morality  and  felicity  of  a 
ftate,  I  Ihould  glory  in  thefu'bverfionof  one,  which 
under  that  name,  had  proved  itfelf  vicious  and 
tyrannical.* 

I  lament  the  noble  author*s  difficulty  in  under- 
jlanding  that  barbarous  term,  Ireland ;  and  left  he 
ihould  mifconceive  my  meaning,  when  I  happen  to 
make  ufe  of  the  vulgar  appellarion  in  the  courfc  of 
the  following  pages,  I  Ihall  briefly  inform  him,  that 
when  I  mention  this  favage  word,  I  mean  to  fig-i 
nify  an  iflandf  (fometimes  cdXltAUibernia^  Innisfail^ 
or  EriHi)  furrounded  by  the  Atlantic  Ocean,  which 
feparates  it  from  ev^ry  other  land ;  temperate,  fertile 
and  falubrious ;  blefTcd  with  the  fineft  bays  and 
moft  commodious  harbours  in  the  known  world  5  . 
particnjlarly  adapted  for  commerce  and  indepen- 
dence ;  peopled  by  a  numerous,  healthy  and  cou* 
rageous  race,  who  are  (like  the  inhabitants  of  m9it 
other  countries)  compofedofthe  defcendantsof  va- 

♦  All  govcrnmenls,  under  w ha tfocvcr  form  they  are  adminiftcredj  ooght 
to  be  adminrftercd  for  the  good  of  fociety  j  and  when  they  are  oth^rwife  ad« 
miftiftcrcd,  theyccafc  to  be  government,  aa4  become  nfurpation,    • 

'  Cato's  Letters,  *d  Vol.  p.  41. 

-|*  I  do  not  meaxy  to  infinnate  any  doubt  oiF  the  no*blt  anthor^s  geographic 
tat  knowledge  \  but  as  local  circumftances  always  affe^  the  national  cha« 
ra^er  of  a  people,  I  mcntioft  the  coTWtr/whh  its  uih9l>iUQti.« 
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rious  colonies  from  various^  nadons,  andamonjgft 
whom  are  fomc  bad  men  and  many  good,  fome 
fools  and  many  wife,  fome  fervile  difpoGtions  and 
many  independent  charafters.    The  inhabitants  may 
be  at  this  time  divided  into  three  parts— >the  Brid(h 
feftion,  the  moderate  loyaliJds,  and  the  advocates  for 
revolution.     The  former,    which   is  the  fmalleft 
party,  comprizes  an  hoft  of  placemen,  penfioners, 
and  expedants  -,  tyrannical  fools,  bigbted  Proteft-^ 
ants,  and  that  fort  of  men*  who  arc  ready  to  become 
the  pardzans  of  any  narion  or  government  who  pays 
highly.     The  fecond  divifion  comprehends  all  thofe 
who,  from  well  grounded  apprehenfionsdf  anarchy, 
are  attached  to  the  exifting  eftablifhment;  all  the 
friends  of  moderate  reform  j  the  independent  mem-r 
bers  of  both  ,Houfcs  of  Parliament  5  moft  of  the 
opulent  Roman  Catholics ;  many  mercantile  men, 
and  private  gentlemen  of  fortune.     The  third  party 
is  compofed  of  a  great  many  perfons  of  brilliant  abii^ 
lirics,  enthufiaftic  tempers,  and  fmall  fortunes ;  fever 
ral  men  of  independent  property  j  a  large  propor-- 
don  of  the  middling  clafs,  and  the  majority  of  the 
lower  clafles  of  every  denomination;    This  pordon 
of  the  population  of  the  country,  is  at  leaft  equal 
(if  not  fuperior)  in  number,  to  the  moderate  party; 
but  I  fear^  that  moft  of  the  higher  clafles  are  en^^ 
^ulphed  in  the  fmall  party  fif ft  meptioncd.    Indeed, 

*  Thqfe  wbo  would  fgcrifice  th«ir  doty  t«  their  latereft  i  aad  oncon* 
fttntd  ¥rbat  |)ecciinf»of  the  reft  of  maakiod,  would  promote  tyrannj,  if 
()»«j  might  btt(  &iae  in  lU  prappto^sh 

Cat#'»  Letters,  ad  Vol.  p.  31, 
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tKceping  a-vcry  ftw  individiialfj  ottr  mfen*  of  hig^ 
rank  a'nd  large  fortune,  arc  Creatures  whofe  hearts 
are  concraded>  wbofib  minds  are  vulgariised,  an4 
>bofe  morals  are  depraved.  Bgt  (thank  Qod!) 
there  are  many  virtuous  cbara6)}ers  in  Ireland  ^  an4 
it  is  an  ifland  which  all  the  ardent  wiihes  of  the  nq^ 
l^lc  author  and  his  lefty  partiTans^  will  never  uqiti 
totheBritilhfliore,  lior  ♦<  precipitate  to  the  bottom 
of  the  occian/' 

This  author  (eems  to.  foppofe  that  by  endeavour'* 
ingta  periliade  the  ln&\  Proteftant^  that  they  ara 
a  dependent  colony,  be  will  induce  them  to  become 
fucb  in  reality }  but  however  theie  artifices  mt|y  do* 
ccivc  the  timid^  the  mercenary,  and  the  mean,  they 
are  too  ihallow  to  impofe  on  the  perfons  whom  he 
trilhea  to  cajole,  if  ihere  were  none  but  PafMfts^ 
mere  Iriihmfta  and  defcendants  fraim  Irifh  fcpts^ 
concerned  m  the  late  Qpnlpiracy,  J  ihall  be  &tisfie4 
CO  reiiga  my  imfon  int»  the  hand^  of  EngUib. 
pamphleteers^  to  faelieye  only  i:hcir  cripedi»  and  tti 
fee  only  with  their  eyosi  bjut  if  it  ia  poffible  tQ 
pi^ovc  that  in  this  plot  were  implicated  a  pptpor* 
tboace  cumber  of  Pioteftants^  dcfccadants  froni 
taere  £nglifti»  and  the  pofterity  of  Britiifa  cdohiftsi 
I  ifaatt  continue  p}  credit  my  own  fenies^  to  adber^ 
to  my  own&ithj  «qd  to  trult  my  own  reafbn^  weals 

*  Educated  io  idl^oeft,  dcbi|ucherf,  and  igoojrance ;  Uu^ht  to  Mieyc 
that  great Defs confifts  in  pride,  infolesce  and  extravagance;  and  Tq,  for  the 
HmR  pairt;  want  eircry  q«ialiikatl«ii  pm^  t«  ftdoro  \hiit  dbarafter^.  .  . 
r  »-■ .  AtlafttkeiriMQeffitfMwMK  them  fiibmit «»  a  ftdiUf  p«flifi<Ni« 
and,  iuftead  of  being  the  generous  afTtrttfrtV  piblk  KbeK/)  they  beoooat 
.t;h€i|icaji  laid  biim1^kiAaniiBM|i  of  p^wcr. 
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|i^  IHlh  as  It  is»    The  unhappy  dlftin6Uao6  vvhich 
biive  too  long  fubGfted  amongft  the  inhabitants  of 
(his  i0anc),  are  recapitulated  in  this  infidtous  yet  ab^ 
fqr^  paipphleti  with  a  bafe  inttntion  of  renewing 
fhofe  differences  which  hare  been  fo  frcquenriy  and 
fo  unfortunately  roufed  by  fimilar  endeavours  i  but 
it  is  to  be  hoped  that  we  are  now  completely  aware 
of  thofe  ii>a)icious  attcnfipts,  and .  that  Proteftants^ 
l(3atholics  and  Diflenters^  will  join  m  forming  an  in- 
yincible  phalans^  to  defend  the  expiring  independence 
of  their  country/   My  Countrymen  I  ye  who  firfl: 
drew  breath  in  this  perfeputed  land  i  ye  who  inhale 
the  native  air  of  Ireland !  let  not  the  arts  of  thofe 
who  weep  not  for  your  forrows,  who  rejoice  not  in 
your  bkffingSt  difunite  you.     Remanber  thai  you  ar$ 
hretbrcn^  and  in  your  attachment  oo  peace,  your  ab« 
{lorrence  pf  tumulti  and  yoqr  defieftation  of  anarchy^ 
forget  not  that  y$it  are  Irijbmenl 
,    The  npb}e  author  tdks  oi^iwakmng  tbe  Britijk 
iolony  (by  whicb|  I  fuppofe,  he  means  the  placeman 
Und  penfidqers,  the  fucken&of  irilh  blood,  and  the 
fcofier^  at  Iriih  [^tfribdfm)  and  I  fi^oere|y  wilh  that 
ibmeofthe  nqble  author'is  partisans  had  taken  the 
trouble  of  i2te^^)7ii^  him,  before  he  attempted  to 
write  on  IHlb  afFairs ;  as  k  is  very  evident  tl^c  when 
he  entered  oq  the  fubje&>  he  was  imfortunately  un« 
der  the  tmpreflion  of  (bn^e  terrific  dream^  or  had  juft 
(halcen  off  a  Popiih  Incubus.    It  is  tq  this  caufe 
alone  that  I  c^n  Scribe  the  wild  idea  of  a  Catholif 
fiepublic^  fo  repeatedly  mentioned  in  the  coyrfe  ojf 
this  contemptible  produftion.     It  is  well  known 
0?at  wniyerf^  toJcradoR  was  one  of  the  principal 
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'  objefls.  of  the  reforming  confpirators,  fo  that  it  will;^ 
be  impofl5blc  to  conneft  them  with  the  Papifts,  by 
the  chain  of  ^'  Catholic  Republic  i"  a  whim  which 
miift  have  arifen  in  the  inflated  brain  of  a  porter- 
puffed  Englilhman,  as  it  certainly  cannot  be  of 
Irilh  growth. 

The  noble  author  has  no  need  to^  apologize  for 
any  of  his  infults.  That  which  excites  contempt 
will  not  occafion  refentment;  and  his  fancm  (or 
whatever  elfe  he  pleafes  to  call  them)  muft  only  be 
defpifcd :  for,  as  I  have  before  declared,  it  is  t\it^au-> 
ihority  and  not  the  work  which  claims  attention.  I 
would  not  ftop  to  contradict  the  impudent,  invidi- 
ous, and  falfe  aflcrtions,  refpeding  the  non-antiquity 
of  this  ifland,  but  that  it  is  pofTible  that  thefe  pages 
may  be  read  by  Irifbmen  fo  ignorant  of  the  hiftory 
of  their  native  land,  as  to  be  induced  to  give  credit 
to  thefe  groundlels  allegations.  For,  to  the  (hamc 
of  Ireland  I  muft  acknowledge,  that  it  has  been  too 
much  the  cuftom  to  negleft  inftrufting  our  youth  la 
th^  annals  of  that  country,  refpedling  which  they 
ought  to  be  particularly  interefted  i  and  even  where 
it  is  thought  proper  to  give  them  any  information 
refpefting  Irifli  hiftory,  it  is  merely*l:he  books  writ^ 
ten  by  bigoted  Proteftants  and  prejudiced  Englifli- 
men  that  they  are  permitted  to  perufe.  I  muft  be 
pardoned  for  digreffing  to  make  fome  obfervations 
on  a  fubjeia  which  is  of  much  importance  to  real 
Jriflimen.    Amongft  the  ;iumerogs  caufes  which 

*  Such  as  Tem^le*8  account  of  the  friOi  Rebellion  of  1 641,  in  which 
we  hivt  affJavits  (relative  to  Froteflant  ^i^^/^fhrieking  for  veiigetnca 
againft  th«ir  Papifl  nmrdtnrSi)  fimilar  tt  that  of  Mr,  Richr4  ^randj^ 
on  a  lat^  Qccafioa.  •  ' 
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taye  combined  to  rencjcr  this  noble  ifland  complete- 
ly Tubfcrvient  to  the  views  of  Britifli  Minifters, 
is  the  fyftem  of  education  which  has  been  (with  very 
few  exceptions)  adopted  by  the  higher  clafles  of  its 
inhabitants^  One  of  the  firft  ideas  implanted  in  the 
youthful  minds  is  a  contempt  for  the  land  they  ought 
to  love ;  and  one  of  the  firft  principles  inculcated,  is 
that .  of  a  profound  refped  for  Englifh  manners, 
Englilh  cuftomsj  and  Englifli  perfons,  be  they  ever 
fp  inelegant,  vicious,  and  contemptible*  No  educa-"^ 
tion  is  confidered  (o  unfafhionable,  no  language  (b 
difcordant,  no  accent  fo  vulgar,  as  the  Irilh,  The 
natural  confequenccs  of  thofe  early  prejudices  are  ty-  . 
ranny,  difguft,  and  expatriation.  Some  unworthy 
fons  of  Hibernia  cannot  even  be  perfuaded  that  the 
lower  clafs  in  their  native  country  are  poflcflcd  of 
the  common  capacities  o/ other  peafants;  and  fome 
of  the  pardzans  of  Bridfh  infolence  even  go  fo  far 
as  to  declare,  that  nothing:  but  exterminadon  and 
new  colonization  can  render  Ireland  a  fuitablc  habi- 
,  tarion  for  enl^htened  men :  but  (thanks  to  the  all* 
powerful  Being  who  forrounded  our  country  with  the  v 
ocean!)  the  number  of  thofe  who  fupporc  this  detef- 
table  opinion  is  very  infignificant,  and  thofe  few  are 
not  remarkable  for  cither  talents  or  informadon.— f 
When  we  confi.der  the  cuftomary  mode  of  educati- 
on amongtl  the  higher  clafles  of  Iriftimen,  and  all  the 
various  methods  purfued  to  anglicize  them,  we  mull 
ceafc  to  wonder  that  patriorifm  and  public  virtue  arc 
fo  rare  amongft  our  men  of  rank  and  fortune.  In 
regard  to  the  pcalantr^  of  Ireland,  I  know  kvf  nati- 
onal charaftcrs  which  (o  powerfully  attradt  the  ad- 
miration 


lifiradort  ot  a  liberal  mind;  but  wMlft  we  rclpc^ 
the  talents,  the  courage,  the  bofpitaHty,  and  gencro- 
fity  of  our  poor  and  unhappy  countrymen,  we  muft 
hment  the  unfortunate  diftortions  of  virtue,  fb  fre- 
quenriy  produced  by  ceafciefs  impolicy  of  treatment. 
However  cruelly-harfh  ufage  may  have  goaded 
human  nature  in  Ireland,  it  has  noi  «  degraded  the 
human  charaflier,"  and  perhaps  a  day  may  yet  ar- 
rive when  thisfliall  be  demonftrated.  But  to  return 
to  the  antiquity  of  my  beloved  country— .It  is  ex- 
tremely difficult  to  trace  the  artcient,  or  indcjed  the 
modern  hiftory  of  our  ifland,  as  it  has  ever  been  the 
cuftom  of  invaders  to  ufe  their  Utmoft  exertions  foi* 
the  purpofe  of  deftroying  every  monument  of  anti* 
quity,  and  annihilating  every  yeftige  of  former  fplen^ 
dour,  which  might  remind  the  fubducd  people  that 
they  had  once  poflcfled  independence.  Nothing  fo 
much  conduces  to  the  fuppbrt  of  national  virtue,  as 
hiftorical  evidences  of  former  celebrity.  This  the 
Englilh  knew  but  too  well,  and  the  effedts  of  this 
knowledge  has  been  fatally  deftru6tive  to  the  docu* 
ments  of  Iriih  literature.  However,  they  have  not 
been  fo  completely  fuccefsful  in  their  attempts  to 
fupprefs  every  proof  of  the  former  cultivation  and 
glory  of  this  nation,  but  I  may  be  authorized  to  aP* 
fert,  that  the  civilization  of  this  ilk  was  long  anterior 
to  that  of  Great  Britain  i  that  the  arts  and  fciences 
were  cultivated  here,  in  very  remote  ages  -,  that  Ire- 
land was  once  remarkable  for  literary  knowledge^ 
and  that  multitudes  of  Irifh  manufcripts  have  been 
at  various  times  deftroycd  by  thofe  mercilcls  in- 
vaders, who  endeavoured  to  barbarize  a  nation 

which 
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^hicK  they  could  riot  excel,  ;  In  fk6fc^thc  lam€  pzU 
tty  policy,  and  ignoble  jealoufy,  have  been  obferv- 
abl6  in.  all  thfcir  fubfequent  conduft ;  and  even  in 
this  enlightened  age  they  may,  perhaps,. be  traced 
jn  the  prefent  projedt  of  a  Legiflative  Union..  It 
i^  to  no  purpofe  to  contradidJ;  the  aflertions  of  igno-^ 
tance  j  bat  I  (hall  juft  recommend  to  thp  noble  au* 
thor  the  perufal  of  thofe  .works*  V^hich  treat  of  ^n- 
iSient  Ireland  (and  have  at  lead  as  much  claim  to  be- 
'lief  as  thofc  refpe6Hng  other  countries,)  before  he 
^xpefl:s  to  gain  Ctedit  when  he  -  afErmsi  that  «  all 
afeful  knowledge  of  it  is  coeval  with  Englifh  con* 
hexion  !^*        ^  -  :     v  . . 

.1  know  not  what  is  mearit  by  «  criminal  induK 
gence  to  her  f(?/t?«y  ;**  nor  indeed  can  I  difcOVerthe 
fignification  of  many  other  phrafcs  adopted  in  -this 
publication  j  but  the  hacknied  exprcffidn  of  <*•  ber 
ifd&»y*  will  not  anfwer  the  ■  purppfe  of  the  noble  au- 
thor, and  may  occafion  obfervations  of  which  he  is 
nc^t  aware.  It  is  no  honow^  to  the  Englifh  to  mark 
fef  their,  defcendants;  all  thofc  who  are  tnoft  tyran- 
nical, Unjuft,  mcrceniary,  and  mean ;  but  1  fhould  be 
V^ry  willing  to  refign  them  to  the  parent  by  Whom 
they  are  claimed,  did  I  not  think  it  neceflary  to  ex- 
pofe  the  numerous  mifreprefentations,  ignoranees,- 
and  falfchoods/with  which  this  dcteftable  comp0fi« 
tion  abounds.  The  hoftile  parties  are  not^'by  any 
means,  fuch  as  the  noble  aiithor  appears  to  fuppofe,  ^ 
arid  endeavours  to  reprefcnt.  They  are  not  the  Ca- 
tholic and   t3i'e  Proteftant,   the  Milefian  and  the 

I  f  Spencer's  State  of  Ireland,  Jcc  6^c.  Sec, 
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Ct^mwettian,  the  Mt  pofleilbr  An<)  the  letidiK)  poi^ 
leffor  of  the  land ;  No  :*-But  i  ftaUitot  prefttme  t0 
depict  them.    We  da  not  reptMch  %Ay  mank  MFlth 
the  crimes  of  his  anceftorsj  Wf  dQ  not  oppofe  the 
children  through  refentmentto  the  fttheri;  but  we 
endeavour  to  renO:  the  progreft  of  thofe  who.  wootd 
encroach  upcm  our  fteedooi*.    The  wcjeiit  W8?9  oC 
Ireland,  likjs  all  othej  civil  ww^i  hftve  beet>  b»i)M«^ 
rousand  inhuman  i  bucjt  iadifficulc  (indeed  I  mgls/k 
Siy  impoflible)  to  afcemin.on  which  fide  the  grcMr 
eft  cri^Qe3  were  perpetrated,  a$  each  party  accufea 
the  other  J  however,  ajl  hpncft  and.  unprejudiced 
perfons  muft  agree,  that  the  crimes  committed  b>f 
ta^pt  6gbttOg  foir  the  land  which  they  b?d  ufurped> 
muft  be  confideted  more  tK^oigious  Hmt  thofe  of' 
tnen  6ghtii]^  for  the  property  c^  which  they  ha^ 
been  recently  difpoflSeflTedt    But  it  ia  of  very  hiakt 
ijuportwce  to  the  pr efent  (|mfti(Ki,  in  what  maaou 
their,  progenitora  conducted  themlelve^  five  or  fm 
bundred  years  a^3  and  I  ow^tion  thefe  Qicum^ 
l^ances  merely  to  conyinee  the  nobk  author^  that  1 
a«  not  unacquainted  wiUi  thofe  parta  of  IrUb  hi&A^ 
ty  to  which  his  knowledge  appears  to  be  congi^  i 
aqd  that  I  have  read  fomc  of  thofe.  works  which  hd 
^ppeara  to  C9nfidcr  authentic.    For  the  infiiimatioii 
of  certain  perfons  who  may  chance  to  pcrufe  thefe 
pages  after  the  work  of  the  nobk  author,  I  think  ii 
oeceiTary  to  declare,  that  his  endeavour  to  perfuftdte 
bis  readers,  that  the  bte  rebeUioain  ttus  oountry  pvti^ 
needed  from  the  ancient  inhabitaots,  ehe  RoflHan  Ca^ 
tholics,  the  claimants  of  forfeited  eftates»  is  as  bafe 
as  his  aflertiohs  are  falfc  and  malevolent;  and  one 
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««ry\  ntaukzHti  atcum&Mck  atttmdant  <Ki  that 
«vent»  is>  that  the  only  fiace  where  k  afibmei)  a 
Ibraitdable  appeai-ancc  was  in  tbe  county  of  Wex^ 
fycd^  cbe  very  part  of  mar  lOand  where  the  firft 
BiJtift  invad(t§  landed^  ahd  where  the  firfl  Brid(h 
Dofanjr  was  eftabUflsed* 

it  is  vity  poffible  that  the  gttstcf  part  of  die  in- 
IttAiitapcs  of  Ireland  tnajr  be  «<  intokieated  with  vi- 
liooi  of  liberty,*'  but  the  noUe  author  errs  eijfreme- 
ly  in  fiippofing  that  tbby  have  been'  urged  on  to  the 
pwfuk  of  it  •«  by  fore^n  goW.**  Bowe vet*,  ^  w* 
are  :^1  very  prone  tb  ionn  our  qpnnion^  of  othen 
according  to  that  which  they  have  a  right  m  form' 
nijbeftii^  tmi  and  as  the  noble  author  evinces 
a  fttrticub^  atttdiment  o»  arguitients  by  &naIogy» 
we  muft  not  be  furprifed  at  the  fuppofltioA*^  Tba 
ififimodoiis  and  aflert^nns 'rej|)e6^  the  Caihc^ica 
OAMBgUirTtvtbQCi  are  groundlef^  and!  flagidotts« 
A  race  iof  ptofkt.  To  pendkirly  opprt0%d  a^  thtt 
peafantry  c^  Jrdand,  crantaot  &|1  tb  be  cfifcontent^ 
ed  I  bat  it  isiy^lberal  and  maKcious,  ifcd«ed,  to  fob^ 
^tote  d)e  word  aabMi  fox  piafanty  tipo¥i  e^^ery 
Of^cafion.  The  Cathdici  are  not  all  fodt,  nor  are 
^e  poor  all  Cathofies:  However  ignoiiant  m  many 
ttrfpeds  the  noble  author  iitay  be,  he  niuft  kncM 
that  all  perfbns  debarred  the  advantages  of  ^nftruc* 
tioni^  muft  he  ilMt«rat«  i  and  he  tartndt  Ibp{5ofe  tHkc 
a  protcftant  iftuib  in  EnglSiqd  i?ani  without  cduca* 

•  A  ctentwe  tfit t  Utii  ««t  Stf  '^tiihi<  fe  hire,  il>af  fmttetfmfti  We  a  v<f> 
food  oat ;  b«t  1ft  mnll^uive  A  ^  ai»i  beggatly  foot,  and  hie  i^erformaairei 
^;fy  at  tHt  lrcff>  bvt  thr  bafeft  tray  of  petitiotiing  for  alhit. 

Cato>  LcttcM,  ad  Vol.  p.  198- 
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♦ion,  'acquit*  knowledge,  liberality^  and  virpief 
rnore  rapidly  than  a  papift  mob  urlreland.  /  It  is 
truly  melancholy  to  fee  religion  fo  conftantiy  made 
an  excufc  for  the  mod  mean^  immoral,  and'alrof 
cibus  deeds,  and  that  Chrlftianity*  in  partfcblar, 
which  we  have  every  rcafon'to  confider  the  mbft 
favourable  to  peace,  virtue,  and  happinefe,  fliduld 
be  fo  frequently  rendered  the  tool  of  defigning  pcr^ 
fons,  devoid  of  any:  attachment  to  their  neighbour, 
their  country^  j or.  their  God.  I  believe  that,  ift 
jnaterial  points,  air.reafbnable  and  virtuous  iBleii 
muft  think  alike;  but  unfortunately  it  get)craU]r 
happens  that  thofe  people  who  talk  moft  fluently 
on  thC'  fubjfcflb  of  religiori,  are*(eIdo|iipoiiefied  of 
enlarged  tjXin^^j  cultivated  underifauidings,  or'pur9 
intentions,'  '^  '  -  '  '  -  .  •  ^  ...  ..,: 
r  I  do  not  im^agine  that  the  gilded  bait  of  nomind 
f  mancipation,  will  now  delude  ihe  Catholicfsi  who 
h^ve  been  too  long  llcarning  in  the  fchobl  of  adt- 
verfity,  to  truft  the  promifes  of  interefted  opprcfTor^. 
But  evert  if  this  were  of  fuch  mighty  importance^ 
that  the  l^fl:,  remaining  fiipport  of  IriQi  indeperit- 
deuce  was  to  be  furrendered  iii- exchange  for  it^ 
what  affurances  fhall  we  haVc  that  it  will  be  grants 
cd  after  this  Unnafural  Union  I   Who  will  fuppbrt 


'  ^  Even  the  Chriftian  religion  ctn  do  but  little  or  no  good  inlaodt  tf 
tyranny,  iince  miracles  have  ceafed  ;  b^t  i»  made  to  do  infinite  harm,  by 
belDg  Corrupted  and  pervefted  int6  a  deadly  engine  in  the  hands  of  a  ty- 
xant  and  his  impoflors,  to  rivet  his  fabie^ts  chains,  and  to  confirm  them 
vrrctcbes,  (laves,  and  ignorants.  I  canBot  indeed  fay,  that  they  have  th« 
f:hriflian  religioB  at  all  amengft  tj^em,  but  only  ulc  its  amiable  name  t^ 
counteaanceabomifable  falfehoodsi  and nonfenfe,  and  heavy  oppreflion. 
'      .  .       ^  Cato*6  Letters,  2d  Vol.  p.  94- 
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jJie  Catholics  in  their  claim  to  the  fulfilment  of 
thcfe  infidioufly  oblique  promifcs  ?  Who  will  (Com- 
pel the  Btitifh  Miniftcr  to  the  performance  of  thcfc 
unguaranteeji  arguments  ?   The  well-educated  dafs 
of  Catholics  are  far  fupcrior  to  being  •^  the  dupes 
of  pricfts,  of  foreigners,   of  political  reformers,  of 
parties,  or  promifes  j'*  nor  do  they  look  for  that 
revenge   which   is   fuppofcd   to  be  fo  delightful: 
and  in  regard  to  the  uneducated  portion  of  that 
fe<a,  they  cannot  enjoy  the  high  honour  and  fu* 
preme  fetisfaftion  of  ftudying  the  noble  author*s 
tranfcendant  produdions.      I  (hould   be  glad   to 
know  who  informed  him  of  the  antipathies  ftrbfift- 
ing  between,  the  inhabitants  of  Ireland  defcended 
from  Englifh  fettlers,  and  thofc  defcended  from 
colonies  from  other  nations  i  and  I  ftiould  alfo  wiih 
to  know  by  what  means  he  difcovered,  that  the 
cattle   houghed^  the  trees   felled,  the  houfes  at* 
•  tacked,  were  only  thpfc  of  Prbteftants  and  the  pof- 
terity  of  Britons.     Thefe  falfehoods  are  too  ob* 
Vious  to  require  contradiAion  j  but  I  (hall  once  more 
in  treat  the  nobk  author  to  withhold  his  dreams 
from  the  eye  of  the  public,  or  to  have  them  print- 
ed as  fuch ;  and  would  therefore  recommend,  that 
inftead  of  impbling  on  mankbd  by  givii^  hi$ 
Vifions  the  fober  title   of  «^  Confidcratio^s,"    he 
ihould  have  a  n^w>cdition  of  his  pamphlet  pub^ 
liihed  with  the  more  applicable  name  of  IVhimSy 
Reveries  J  or  Fancies. 

-  "  Divide  et  imperay*  has  long  been  the  maxim 
of  Britifh  Minifters,  with  regard  to  this  kingdom ; 
but  thofe  jugglers  have  played  this  tricl^  fo  ofteo, 
*      '    •  ^  that 


that  k  ceafts  to  pioduce  its  iront^ed  tSs&$,  td^ 
coniequeotly  the  noble  author  wili  find  it  (lifQci^ 
|6  revive  under  the  novel  appellation  o(^\CokmjU 
fLodNaiives^*^  the  almo(|;  obfol^tc  parties  of  OriS^f^i 
101^^  and  Pdpijis,    It  is  opw  tolerably  evident  to  aU 
parties^  for  what  purpofe  they  were  irritatecl  ami 
oppofed  to  each  other  >  aqd  I  believe  I  may  ven^ 
tore  to  affirm  that  the  Orangenuin  and  the  Papilt 
are  equally  detern^ined  in  their  antipathy  to  the 
pfojcdlcd  Union.     It  is  not  by  oblique  cenfures  of 
the  Orange  party  that  the  Catholics  will  be  induc- 
ed to  fupport  a  meafure  replete  with  injuries  to 
Ireland  j   nor  is  it  by  ftigmatizing  the  Jiame  of 
Catholic^  that  the   Orangemen  will  be  cajoled  ta 
fevour  a  plan  fo  injurious  to  their  country.    Indeed 
^e  now  h&ve  reafon  to  hope^  that  both  perceive 
the  real  caufes  of  the  efforts  made  to  produce  and 
promote  di0en{ioDs  ati^ongfl:  them^  and  that  it  will 
not  again  be  in  the  power  of  deGgning  villains 
,»ith  ftrong  heads  and  cold  hearts,  to  difufiite  men 
^hoimuft  ever  find  it;  their  true  intereft  tqi  confider 
f»ch  other  as  friends  and  brethren. 
. .  As  I  am  only  deHrous  of  giving  a  brief  ^nfwer 
to  what  relates  to  my  own  country,  and  have  not; 
Jbefide^,  the  i4me  opportunities  of  acquiring  accur 
|t|te  information  refpeAing  diftant  lands,  I  fhall  fay 
very  Ktde  on  the  fubjefl:  of  America,,  on  which 
^  noble  author  has  £iroured  us  with  fuch  a  tedious 
diflcrtation  5  at  the  fame  time,  that  I  muft  remark 
l;he  fame  fpecie&'of  falfehdod  and  malice  in  the  ob* 
fervatioris  on  American,  as  in  thofe  on  Irifh  afFairsi. 
J  4o  ncv:  perceive  that  the  American  colonifts  wha 
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«ti3wvt*  the  favagcs  behind  the  frontifcrs>^*  hav«. 
t>een  in  any  degree  more  fubfervient  than  the  Iiiih 
colonifts  who  tiiixcd  with  the  people  by  whdin  the 
land  was  inhabited  prior  td  their  invafioti;  and  I' 
firmty  believe  that  the  only  ciircumflance  which  has 
hitherto  prcfcrvcd  the  connexion  between  Great 
ISritaiii  and  Ireland>  is  th^  nature  of  that  connexion^ 
and  the  degree  of  apparent  and  nominal  todeipen- 
dence   poilefled  by  thd  laii  mentioned  xountry. 
America  was  loft  by  being  conftdered  juid  treated 
&s  a  dependant  province^  and  Ireland  may  be  loft 
by  the  fame  ovcans.    The  analogy  between  Scou 
land  and  Ireland,   is  very  qbfcure;  and  yet  b]fi 
What  means  has  that  pairt  of  the  ifland  of  Greac 
iBritain  been  preferred  to  the  crown  of  England^ 
but  by  draining  the  country  of  its  inhabitants  and  of 
its  wealth  i  Whilft  Jt  poiTeiTed  an  appropriate  por^ 
tion  of  either^  it  was  as  prone  to  refiftance  as  cbia 
country;  but  i  believe  it  is  now  Well  koown  that 
great  part  of  Scodand  has  very  litde  naeans  of  i«« 
bellingi  unlefs  the  motintains  could  be  difcipUned^ 
'   md  the  rocks  .argat$izid.     The  noble  author  in  his 
Copious  di%uifition  on  the  afiairs  of  Scodand,  ap«i 
pears  to  have  totally  forgotten  the  two  rebcUhni 
which  have  taken  place  in  that  country  fince  the 
tJnion;    but  thele,   as  mere  trifles^  arc  entirely 
omitted  in  this  brilliant  and  ekborate  narration* 

However  frequently  and  fneeringly  the  noble 
author  may  ufc  the  temi  ^  EngUJb  caknifiy*  it 
will  never  have  the  etfeft  he  intends  to  produce: 
on  the  contrary,  there  are  yeiy  few  among  the  in* 
habitams  of  Ireland  who  will  not  fcen  the  appella^ 
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ii^n ;  and  if  the  noble  author  would  export-  ift 
thofc  who  defpife  the  honourable  name  of  Irilhman^' 
it  would  probably  prove  the  moft  beneficial  mode 
of  rcftoring  peace  to  this  perturbed  land.     Irifli^ . 
men  really  united  (I  do  not  mean  to  ufe  the  lan- 
guage of  difafFeftion)  could  defy  either  England  or 
France  j  and  if  ever  the  day  arrives  in  which  reli- 
gioflr  and  political  difienfions  fhall  be  annihilated^ 
the  inhabitants  of  this  ifland  will  be  equally  advcrfe 
to  French  invafions,  and  Britiflr  Unions  5  equally 
hoftile  to  French  troops  landing  witb  the  avowed 
intention  of  effeding  a  revolution  in  the  country^ 
and   Britiih  armies  pouring  in  for  the  pretended 
purpofe  of  prcKefting  it  from  danger.     The  Englilli 
Minifter  is  little  acquainted  »with  the  Irifh  fpirit,  if 
he  does  not  perceive  that  he  is  laying  the  fbunda* 
uon  of  a  complete  revolution :  he  muft  know  that 
Ireland  is  at  this  moment  retained  to  the  Bridfh 
empire  by  force,  of  armsi  and  he  cannot  be  igno-, 
pant  (for  he  has  been  repeatedly  warned,  both  her6 
^d  in  England)  that  until  there  is  fome  attempt  to 
conciliate  the  nation,  he  muft  conriaue  to  preftrvC; 
the.  connexion  with  the  fword.     This  may  poffibly 
fee  juft  what  he'defires,  for  this  method  of  govern^ 
ing  a  nation,  is  the  moft  favourable  for  a  fyftem  of 
corruption.     The  talk-maftcrs  of  Ireland  may  fur- 
nifli  excufes  for  new  taxes,  and  the  Untied  Irijbmen 
in  London  for  new  penal  lawsj  but  in  the  midft  of 
his  ruinous  career,  lee  not  the  Minifter  forget  thaC: 
this  fpecies  of  connexion  cannot  continue  long,  and 
that  even  before  the  death  of  Pitt,  the  tic  may  bd 
dilTolved*     The  Minifter^  and   hi&  parci»o  the 
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Idbip  %\i^tbol^,  ^ai.find,  that  in  regard  to  their  fe^ 
W¥rt;fii  pnqjiipa,  ;n9.  efFbf u  wall  haycfufScicnt  pow.cf 
tft  J»«90>v$  ;^  /i5»if  i^%rQiiedprqu4ice  of  jr^dnd:^ 

Tht  .qocfttoa  of  5^  cocnpctcnqr,'*  has  iiccn  fd  of«    . 
ip9  ^q4  ^^hlx^cu&d,  j^att  Bm^willUig  to  eh^ 
Ify  pn  tJKJ  fubjcft  J.  but  as  the  liotde  aiithor  vtriflica 
tol^wJWiiwhf  die  Hghtj^f  f^c^ng  t;hc  Goirflitiition  ia 
-t7*2i  WW  bettet  than  that  rfccfigmngtheirilh 
;P4j4i^lBC(|t  jili.xW9?  il  i*iti:anft»cr  Jihn^i&r  .cbc 
1^9  jr^QO  tsbftC  4:jpai}  ^»Quld  \&ft  a  better  i^iglic  ta 
|i^€pptig«.I|is  feitfigjyqhad  food  thap  poifoa;    Th* 
BjK'^P>fim  oflr;clmdjbada:bettcr  jrightto  accept  of 
^ciM^;^l^m^f:^x^iZy  fvft>  faccade  .it^was^i- 
$t^^..cgf^^^iM,9,  r^ai  and  tmequivocad  fbendfii 
p^^  r^mr.imiSudndlf,^  dbccauiethac  if  It  bad 
prnvqfi  ^^  t^f^  ^.jetyjOflgQift^  .anrafigeriacntj  the'  Re^ 
f%ifzmcnt^^A  ifc|a^itliadit4a  ihd#  pc^vrer^d  cor<* 
g^jajxdjKAf<kf!miAo&p^n^  sttight  require  al-^ 

iffl^mli«.  :fiftit  in  it-elpodjci)  thft- pr^fent  pkB>  :it  is 
^MTj^lfcjDMtis  filil;^  ibecaitfe<jthit^aieafure«pp^rs  to 
pi  jj^BQ^i^  deemed  aq  undoubted  sand  pofuiye  Ut- 
^r]^  to  the  iBatiofi^  and  fecondlyi  duic  it  deftroys 
^y,ffj  ippflSbiltty  =  of  future  ircyifal  or  .coffcftiori. 
,W^.tKji3  pefail^pus  mcafure  fliall  be  once  fixccf^ 
Jf»f}^4\hM£;noxe&mtct  but  in^  revqlutiori;  and 
a  reyolutJanLil  .will  infaliibtytproduce.'^    The  noble 

>icn^iwill  giv^Bji  f^clthcif  ftrcnglb|  whwi  thcj  ca;i;wt  jfiziqa  upOA.j^'^ 

'     .  o   .  0|tB?iJ-etteri,  jd  Vol.  p;  Ii5. 

.  W?f^f^P  K^iP^W^*  ??»Jlo<P!^WPH'  !P.fe?^Pi^  Aa^  tiioTc  who  fuKtr 
t^dcr  it,  ;Yf\ti  endeavour  to  ta^c  it  awaj,  a'^d  the  event  jwill  mu.thc,yF>Il 

?at9lsirP^j€it9,  34V«I.  p.  134; 
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a\ilh6r  calk  <«  the  final  fctdcinciit  of  i'J^i,^  g 
^'^  fatal  boon  i^  and  I,  as  a  fmccrc  friend  to  the  frtltf 
Irifli  independence,  pcrfeftly  agree  in  the  opiniofl^ 
I  thiiik  that  had  it  not  been  for  ibdi  fatal  boon^ 
which  has  for  fcventecn  years  preferved  this  dountr/ 
to  the  Britilh  empirci  we  fhould  long  flnde  ha^ 
been  a  free  nation,  enjoying  all  the  ftatufal  artd  po-^ 
litical  bleffings  for  which  we  appear  td  be  fo  pectin 
liarly  adapted.  Our  harbours  would  be  filled  with 
fhips,  our  towns  with  riches;  our. nobles  woidd  b6 
yirtuous,  our  pealants  happy  i  our  goterhment 
would  be  juft,  our  people  contented)  our  friend*^ 
ihip  would  be  courted,  our  refentment  feared^  lA 
jihort,  the  clouds  of  anarchy  would  be  pad,  and  the 
bright  fun  of  peace  would  illumine  our  happy  iflandL 
Good  God !  How  melancholy  the  cbntmft !-— i^ 
I  cannot  trace  the  foul-revolting  pifiture*-— -."  That 
this  final  fettlement  was  impoffible  to  laft'' — I  d6 
not  pretend  to  doubt  $  but  that  it  has  aided  in  prc- 
ferying  the  connexion  between  England  and  Iri^land 
longer  than  it  would  otherwife  have  cohdnued^  I 
have  no  doubt*  A  connexion  between  two  coiin* 
tries  fo  fcparated,  muft  ever  be  unliable  i  for  not*- 
wichftadding  all  the  cant  of  %ht  fajhiondble  loyaliftss 
it  will  always  require  aa  extraordinary  degree  of  ad<« 
^rcft  to  prefcrve  a  connewon  fo  unnaiuraL 

The  noble  author  has  taken  infinite  p^\m  to  6t* 
monftrate  the  iniquity  of  Brmlh  Minifters,  in  their 
conduft  to  this  country.  He  imagines  that  the  time 
is  arrived,  when  thofe  offences  may  be  fafcly  difpl^- 
ed,  and  he  fancies  that  the  Irifli  mind  will  be  ib 
ftruck,  that  in  the  firft  paroxyfm  of  horror  af  the 
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^tvdoptacslcfiiik  glaring  iojiiftice^  itw^  plunge- 
in  thevabyfs  of  an  Incorporate  Union,  as  the  only 
^eguard  from  future  villainy.  But  he  has  entirely 
overlooked  ^aother  tram  of  ideas,  which  thisexhi* 
bitioQ  of  depravity  may  chance  m  produce  In  the 
joij^ds  of  Irifhmen,  and  which  I  do  not  think  ne-^ 
ceflary  to  dentil  in  this  place.  His  catalogue  of 
ofiences'is  certainly  juft-^I. attempt  hot  to  deny  the 
multipUcityof  placiemen  and  penfioncrs;  the  venal 
|jtle9,  and  th^  faleable  peers ;  ^^  the  empire  of  the 
(>uftom-houie/'  and  the  proftitution  of  military 
)ionours.  On.tjie  contrary,  I  rather  believe  thefe 
mgttj^ps  to  be  i^ven  w.orie  than  the  noble  author  re-^ 
prcfcnts  .thcmi  and  I  perfe<SUy  jjrct  m  opinioa 
Vich  him,  that  a  remedy  i$:  definable,  but  not  aa 
Unjoij;  for  that  is  a  remedy  worfc  than  the  dif- 
cafe* 

.  It  is  extremely  abJl}ird„4mdfiippofes  a  wonderful 
degree  gf  ignorance  in  his  readers,  for  the  noble 
wdioF  to  infinuate  that  the  Iri{h  Parliament  haa 
been  peculiarly  adverfe  to  Catholic  emancipation  2 
$is  it  is  well  known  in  this  kingdom,  that  the  ill  fuc* 
cefi  of  that  meafure  was  entirely  produced  by  the 
intrigues  of  Britiih  Miniftera,  The  recal  of  l,ord 
Fitzwilliams  and  all  th^  tranfadlions  immediately, 
preceding  and  fub^quent  to  that  event,  are  too  re-» 
{:ent  to  be  forgotten  by  Irifhmen  1  and  we  are  all 
well  ponvifipcdi  that  even  the  prefcnt  Parliament 
iw^ould  be  eaQly  induced  to  accord  thofe  privi- 
leges defired  by  the  Catholics  of  Ireland,*  Was 
;l)C  scpeal  of  fo  many  penal  laws,  a  matter  ^<  beyon4 

.         S  If  {mmitted  by  tU  MlailUr. 
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a»  ikfSt  cc>ni»ouI>  ami  imH^an^'isflaaf  iuie^mnh 

deflt  Pafli<nientf  And  is  it  prabaUc^  tfiuthDiiK 
iHrdtdd  have  been  r^ca]jrd  iA  an  Inp&rmL  Scbne  f m^ 
Art  tt|e  EngBflt  people  lefsim^adiaeii  siffAiSk.  «tw 
Catholics,  or  have  thejr  hhhercd  tivifvocfi.iiioire  Hfo^ 
ivlitythan  (he IrUh F^rluimtet ?  ifwe^letoiilidgv 
hf  the.  pr^fimt  fti^te  X)f  i^eir  jteml  cud^  ^ii«l  0« 
Catholics  of  £ngt9n4r^M  ^7  ^e>!^i»i|igsK>f  ftitilf 
$ngUIhmen  fis  the  iiQbIs  autiior,  v^e  ihu^  >Mivff 
fhein  to  be  ignorant,  tqahcteas,  artd  dtlhoh^ft.  Thif 
Aoble  author  affe^  io  fpeak,  >yith  gr^  ^sditfu^m-j 
bon  pf  the  diftreflb  of  Ireland,  "t^t  c6un^  ttuif 
poflibly  be  thie  ftene  of  naoch  »pif«yi  bu«  th«  wrcwh^ 
ifdiieJs  of  tiie  Inhabitants  tifj^y  'al|b  be.  fSQCk  e»et«a|w 
fd  t^  iifl  Uition.  He  m^  dk>«tr  «hat  ^e^e^i« 
pany  Aig^H  of  wrettthedne^ }  if  4ie  dni^s  «f8t,  H# 
Jcnows  litde  indeed  of  the  Irifh  poor.  •     • 

I  do  net  e»iftly:i>iiteiiWy  oMftpnthend  ^  pake* 
gyrics  on  Erigli(h,ma]ineriB,«)d  eanooth^tasfifiw 
derinj^  di6^  of  the  I6wer  pliii  as  tttticH  IcfS  tit>UteM| 
^an  the  tnai^meiis  of  die  irifl)  ^satisfy,  Who  «i-ei|!t^' 
fierous  atxl  hdfpitable,  ah4  toiiftqvietitlji*  ctvU  ttniS 
friendly  fq  (b^g^rs.  Th«  ^bk  ianh6t*4  (^i^ 
frenfures  6f  the  Qtiinge  party,  iyill  ndl  ^ttidlltt  Chi$ 
^de<^  he  iinskgilnesi  of  ef)i:>biKa«(ng  the  Cathdlics » wi^ 
I  am  vi^llauthottaed  tn  iffm  hlm>  th^l^ifit: Stifling 
cbncefliohs^  ihr<%ard  tb  iktmr^^t^  ei^iftfeflg 
diftiuaiiBcacions,  wdidd  j^re  moiid  pbt^t-til  ibdth' 
ing  th«if  diffelilfaAiohl,  thaft'thi  l:MiAieft  4io^  <ff 
tevengffi  fdr  his  affemom  neirp<^it%  thS  '^'^^^ 
ind  irevdlt  of  th«  C&tholics,"  ii^  as  ttidl-bU^^il'  d6-» 
YPid  of  foundatJQ&i  as  ictatjy  of  ins  Qther  declarations. 


IrfaA^dtatfll  theifthftlntiats  of  frelaad^^H  ob^^ 

i«rre  and  renfigfmter^  thaft  the  noble  author  ha3  heard 

f*^  ah  ittfocious  p^Iky  aVo«^ed  in  the  public  co^iicikj^ 

bjr  whfch  thcjr  (the  Irifc)  were  to  l)c  armed  and  k% 

l9cffo  upon  one  another/*    1  hope  the  Proteftant  an4. 

the  Gwtholfc,  the  Orangeman  and  the  United  Irift-* 

many  will  never  forget/ thb  to  rifeflion;  that  they 

will  drfappoiflt  fiitfh  feftguinar/  views,  artd  dude 

fuch   the  invidious  endeavours    of   therr  plaufit 

bie  tyrante;    Amottgft  many  other  artful  atteitipts 

ih  this  Ihallo*    produftion,  is  that  to  reconcile 

the  EngliQi  by  flattery  and  adulation  of  the  gro0eft 

pttf  to  a  meafurej  which  fs   aVmoft  as  injurious 

to  their  incerHh  as  to  ihofe  of  Ireland.     Bdt  if 

they  cari  be  cajoled  ^by  the  trite  cxpreflions  (A 

«  great  and  gcni^rbus  nation/'  &*,  Qcc.  and  the  ful^i 

ibme  cant  abdut  <^  the  virtues^  thfc  mbderation>  i^n4 

tbt  magnaniniity  of  Britaio/'iiifficientlyito  induce 

litem  to  throw  fudh  atkgrcfe  of  Ipfevfrfer  imo  the  hands 

ef  a  Mihiftex',  who  has  alreadt  dbfigured  the  face  oC 

(heir  once  beautiful  conftitution^  with  the  feats  of  de& 

patiftirl*  I-ft^  ortjy  fay  that  thfcy  aife  not  t|ic  inde- 

ptndtnc  people  I  filppoied  them  to  be^  and  tKat:  thi) 

kdn^^hanidof  powerhas  ifijured  them  tti^re  than  th« 

Jriffa»bytkgradtf%  tbeir  minds^flind  fcxun|uiifaing  tbaf 

fpiak  ofliberqr  wfai6hQggrahdi2edi;be&'  country,  mm 

-     yigo^tedk)  cprnmercei  ^  tnrtchcd  its  inhabN 

fslna.  Di>itiij  feppbfe  tfAc  the  impditatioo of Bxxf 

f  A4m  !  Power  dally  encro^ckes  upon  Libeflf,  vlth-a  fopcefi  tf o  cvj^ 
j^f lit  *,'  4nd  \h^  balance  iietvecii  ^m  ts'aliabll  loltr 


tf  or  an  hundred  Irifli  mercenaries,  will  not  add  ^ 
0\cir  hourly-encreafing  penal  laws  ?  Do  they  ixm^ 
ginethat^ny  Iriihrnan,  poflfeflfcd  of  honeftprinciplca 
or  public  virtue,  will  ever  be  returned  to  the  Impe^ 
rial  ParliatTient?  Dothfeyexpeft  that  men  who 
fell  the  intei^ftfi  of  their  own  country,  will  fliew  any 
fcrbcarancc  towards  theirs  ?  No.  Much  as  they 
arc  deceived,  and  great  as  the  effbrts  are  to  delude 
chcm,thcymuft  be  fenfible  that  none  qf  the  *«-^«^ 
ik-lrifif"  Senators  will  ever  confider  any  but  thcic 
own  individual  intereft,  M^n  who  have  lacrifice4 
the  welfare  of  their  own  country,  for  the  paltry  conn 
penfation  of  a  few  thoufands,  a  new  name,*  or  a  bit 
of  ribbon,  will  not  feruple  toiacrifice  that  of  anodicp 
country  with  equal  facility.  \  have  no  doubt  of  the 
finccrity  with  which  the  noble  author  would  rejoice 
Ho  fee  the  ifland  <£  Hibernia  po0effed  of  the  fame  de^ 
gree  of  independence  as  ?*  Scotland  is,  or  York-^  . 
Ihire,  or  Cornwall  j'*  buti  ftill  truft  that  there  exifts 
a  fufficient  virtue  in  the  land,  to  rejed:,  with  cpn** 
^mp^  the  profiered  boon. 

As  for  cl^ie  United  Iriflimen  (whom  the  noble  au^ 
dior,  in  page  43,  feems  to  confider  as  a  party  dif« 
cin£i:  from  the  Catholics,  though  in  other  places  he 
appears  to  fuppofe  (hat  all  the  Catholics  are  rebels^  ^ 
as  well  as  all  the  rebels  Catholics),  I  fliall  not  at-^ 
tempt  to  vindicate  ^eir  adtions,  or  pretend  to  deve« 
Ippe  their  motives;  but  the  noble  author  has  made 
fo  many  falfe  aflfertions  in  the  courfc  of  this  work, 
(hat  it  is  not  impoffible  that  his  account  of  the  Unite^jl 

f  9r  mk-wm^  v^J^^nvx  Tcry  triily  calls  It. 
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Irilhrtien  ihay  be  remote  from  the  truth.^  la  lU 
tart  dafSi  ivhen  the  clouds  of  prejudice  fbaU  bd 
dlfpelled)  drid  the  diftortions  of  ihifltprefentatioil 
Iremovcd ;  when  thofe  who  now  excirt  their  various 
talents  for  the  advantage  or  deftru^ion  of  their  kU 
low  creatures,  fhall  be  no  mOre  i  when  peace  ihall 
retiirn  to  blefs  the  earth;  ahd  events  loiig  paft  fliatt 
be  confidered  with  impartiality  $  the  United  men  of 
Ireland  will  be  judged  according  to  their  merits^  and 
ihe  clear  voice  of  trudi  will  be  heard  in  their  de^- 
fence,  or  in  their  condemnatiom  Their  motives^ 
their  intentions,  ahd  their  errors^  cannot  now  b^ 
difcuiftd  with  any  degree  of  juftice  or  propriety--^ 
I  ihall  therefore  difmiis  the  fubjeA^ 
*  It  is  Very  evident  that  the  defcriptions  of  peribns 
tm  whom  Minifl-etis  moft  fear  and  doubt  their 
^wer  of  impofition,  Are  the '  htimane,  moderate 
men  of  all  fe&s^  and  the  loyal  Roman  Ca&holicss 
Utohfiderable'body,  whom  they  wiih  to  attach  to 
their  party^^  The  noble  author  imagines,  that  by 
iafFeding  to  believe  all  the  Catholics  diiafFedled,'  he 
•vriSl  terrilfy  the  timid,  and  (hock  the  /  courageous  i 
by  holding  out  the  lure  of  complete  emancipadon^ 
he  will  flatter  the  vain,  and  rotife  the  ambitious  i 

*  ^eo  hate  been  ever  deceived  by  good  namet,  into  ao  approbation  6f 
Sil  thiagSy  fan^liiied  by  thofe  names.  Impoftare  and  dclHfioo'havc  be^a 
iaHed  tbli^n,  ati^  thtfngln  fd ;  oppreffioa  ahd  rapine  have  been  called 
fovecnmeiif^  and^  efteenicd  governmcrit ;  teachers  have  degenerated  into 
lleceivers,  fubmlfiioa  into  flavery ;  withoat  changing  their  names  :  power 
thii  right  have  been  ever  confonnded;  and  fnccefs,  or  the  want  of  foceelsy 
lai  tamed  vilUioy  Uit<»  virtae^  and  virtue  into  vUlaioy. 
«    .  CaM^sLettcrs,  ad  VoL  p.'i7« 

and 
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Md  hf  -ospreiTtng  «  doccft»ti9B  aad  «bborren<»  ^ 
ibe  0ran^  fa^icm  ^ificS  tjbetr  olffnoesj  be;  will  gnH 
Dify  At  tefaiUM,  «nd  ijajole  th$  h9m:ifo)eot  ht 
&ont  ie  U  very  clear  thtjt  he  iajeends  to  (}ec«tv«  aJi 
fttrdcSi'  «td  CQ  promote  the  impeooting  JLJoloa,  by^ 
i»ppofiag  thtfCQ  «o  paeh  othfii'*  Jht  %el]^  ciie  loyat 
Catboiiqs  <fn»)r  ]»»»¥  dwir  Mttchmem  to  the  issift« 
log  Gmctaexnti  v#niui  at:ti4y  Acceding  «o  if 
BMafiue  /detrifMnal  t^  tlMSofelw^  andco  their  Pisoc 
^ftant  1»flithrant  thej!  mtir  §it3i&u&My  expo^  n 

iisni  «  BM^oidPC  which  hts  idfe%^  femorod  £t 
Au^iyjefilkcir  gmirAncesj  jijid  fbojr  »iy  liflpe  M 
fee  the  prcjudicn  of  the  Qmng*  PM$f  (Mfp«Hf4 
«idiMyt  jfcobig  iMbnd  <iegr«k<)  «ed  drioi^ed* 
iadeed  at  is  e«ede%  to  Im  viih«di  th^  ^ev  lEomx 
«QQB  9tm>i)0B  ottf  aoBttiilntf  j^)«^  inHtu4  ^iWmp 
iduue  dtty  viU  eetft  «»  lie  the  .d\^iH  of  mcs  vf^ 
Javie  ftwitcd  ili£Mbn»  ^iwpfia  th(»iN  i^  ^ 
^t^  »f  lii^JM^diig  hoi^  pftilMs J  thflt  .d^jOvf 
tho^  Kill  xUBBoixr  jchw  the  Ociui^^flafii  v^^ 
43ffodier  I»Oimani  iknd  tl^fih^Of^gmai^^  VJP  r<>* 
«olkft  that  if  the  Conftttutiw  {oftthlf^d  9t  t|)^ 
gltrious  rtvaktm)  which  he  haa  j&v«iii)  i9  #lri»2» 
be  aliailed  by  Englifh  Minifters,  he  b  bound  to  - 
oppofe  their  endeaycHirs.  If  the  Conftitutkin  be 
iaptcd,  i$  it  of  aoy  <;;anfequeiy¥  wh^^r.iil  be  b/ 
a  Pope  or  a  PrimeMinifter?  Arul  if  we  «w  to 
have  Innovations^  fiioidd  it  make  any  dtfferei«:e  tt^ 
lis  whether  they  are  introduced  by  an  |riAi  Cathon 
lie  CM*  an  EngUfli  Proteftant  ?  For  my  own  part,  t. 
^^onfidcF  the  OFangcmeo  to  be  the  party  ptincipally 
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-Jboand  to-  oppofC'this  threatened  Union,   and  X 
\  mod  ardently- hope  that  all .  dcfcriptions,  religious 

■^and  pditical,  will  join  in<  endeavouring  to  prevent 
a-meafure  which  will  ifijurc  eaebj  andbemfit  none. 
That  there  muft  bc>  in  a  land  fo  populous  as  this, 
fomc  villains  who  would  wifti  to  enrich  themfclves 
by  the  dcftria&ion  of  their  fellow-creatures,  I  am 
ready  tq  admit;  but  I  flatter  myfelf  for  the  honor  of 
my  beloved  coiHitry,  that  thofc  oiphfters  are  only  a 
^  fmall  member. ;  This  fmall  number,  the  noble  au- 

thor appijars  (in  page  44)  to  claim  as  the  ^^  Bririfli 
colony,'*  and  I  have  ,no  wilh  to  difpute  with  him 
the  honor  and  advanugc  of  their  affinity.  I  am 
contented'  to  rejSgn  them  to  him,  and  to  denomi- 

.  pate  the  remaining  inhabitants  of  Ireland  «  native 
Irijb^''  ^nd  my  brethren. 

t    To  you,  my  Catholic  brethren,  I  addrefs  my« 

felf  in  particular,  intreating  you  to  remark  and  re- 

tnembcr  that  the  noble  author  fays,  that  <r  revenge 

«  and  the  hope  of  prey,  are  your  undifguifcd  mo- 

«  tlves;  and  you  are  only  fo  far  lefs  abfurd  or  lefs 

'  «c  gu^ty  dfan  the  colonift  he  has  defcribed,  as  you 

f.  ?«  beHeve  yourfclves  to  have  a  right,  according  to 

«  the  laws  of  imprefcriptibility,  to  poflefs  the  lands, 

«  which  no  time, .  no  length  of  poffeffion  can  alien- 

<*. ate,  no acquiefccnce  transfer;  and  you  rely  for 

'  «  your  hope  of  iuccefe  upon  a  Government,  which 

[  ^«  as  it  were  from  the  very  centre  and  focus  of  rob- 

!  «<  bery,  adopts  and  affifts  every  fpecies  of  plunder, 

**  every  attack  upon  every  pofleffion,  every  inno- 

I  '    •    F .  ^^vafioti 
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<«  vafion^  of  ngiit,  and  prlndfAc,  andifowy  and  pRI^ 
•<  pcrcy."  BchoW,  tny  brethren,  tbc  ch*rafte# 
given  of  you  by  an  auiim-izM  mniJUrialifi^ivA 
will  you  not  oppofe  to  riie  iitmoft  of  your  powers 
the  pernicious  mes^re  which  fuch  a^per(bn  w^es^ 
and  exerts  himfclf  to  Vccommcnd  ?  Were  therc^ 
no  other  or  better  motive  for  your  oppofin^ 
this  injurious  projeA,  I  fhotdd  think  this  a  fufficienC  * 
eaufe.  Do  not,  my  friends,  allow  yourfehrea  to  brt 
duped  by  unclaimable  pronufes,  or  intimidated  b/ 
fiedfe  accu&tions ;  do  not  fuflfer  a  feigned  liberality^ 
or  an  afTunied  benevolence,  to  impoie  on  your  qn^ 
derftandings  y  and  above  all  diii^,  do  not  concur  trt 
the  revival  of  invidious  IHgmaSj  and  deftroybg  ^^ 
Judices. 

1  mud  afiure  the  noble  author^  that  amongft  h!t 
multitudinous  mtftakes,  noM  la  mora  Con4>t£uout 
than  that  into  which  he  has  plunged,  reipeSing  tbcit 
Roman  Catholics  of  Ireland  i  amongft  n^om  tbofii 
who  are  capable  of  penifing  his  daborate  perforaiii 
ance,  are  in  general  infKutely  fiiperior  to  him  in  libc« 
rality  and  knowledge  of  thair  native  cauhtiy  i  and 
Utitik  who  are  in  point  df  ignorance  and  bigo€ry>  oq 
a  level  with  the  noble  authoi^  have  not  been  fa  bt^ 
tunate  as  to  receive  the  degree  of  education  reqpi* 
lite  for  enabling  them  to  profit  by  htslabours.  The 
poor  illiterate  peafant,  who  beHevea  that  he  haa  a 
better  chance  of  falvation  by  going  to  Cbapel  than  to 
Church  %  who  thinks  the  PrUft  a  mofc  holy  maa 

*  *  If  this  be  true,  fympMthj  (hould  ind^e  the  Vritifh  l^xMUx  to  treat  the 
Coreromeat  here  moationcd  with  fomc  degree  of  tqiderBefs* 

than 
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ttizn^iiit  Par/on^  and  cannot  die  in  peace,  m\t&prsi 
iared  hy  bis  clergy — is  utterly  incapable  of  compre- 
hending the  eloquent  and  pathetic  enumeration  ojf 
miferics  produced  and  produceable,  by  the  want  of 
z  Lesiflative  Union  with  Great  Britain.    And  the 
enlightened  Catholic,  who  is  above  the  meannct 
pf  bigotry,  who  approves  of  the  good  moral  princi- 
ples of  all  religions,,  and  though  attached  to  his  own 
jparticular  tenets,  neither  decries  nor  ridicules  thofc 
of  his  neighbour— is  infinitely  beyond  the  reach  ojf 
the  noble  author^s  ingenuity.    Another  of  this  au- 
thor's falfchoods,  I  mud  alfo  point  out,  though  I 
believe  there '  are   few  among  the  Irifh,  and  .no^ 
many  even  in  England,  who  will  not  know  the  af^ 
fertion  to  be  devoid  of  truth  j  I  mean  where  he 
declares  that  the  United  Irifhmen  (or  their  Chiefe) 
«'  will  accept  of  nothing  but  this  very  Catholic  Kc^ 
public,  under  the  prbtedion  of  the  AtheiO:  RepUbr 
lie."    The  noble  author  poflcflcs  a  moft  capacious 
crcdtdity,  if  h^  really  believes  either  that  a  <«  Cathoi 
lie  Republic**  was  ever  propofedtin  Ireland,  or  tha; 
5'anAtheift  Republic'*  cxifts.     The  firft  I  knovr 
to  be  falfe ;  the  other  1  believe  to  be  equally  fo^ 
The  noble  author  alfo  miftakes  ejttremely,  if  hefup** 
pofes  that  the  lower  dafs  of  IriHi  rebels  were  le4 
away  by  any  religious  quixotifm,  or  tliat  their  dif- 
contents  proceeded  from  "  the  cruel  power  of  arri- 
<<  iice  and  defign,  upon  the  devout  and  agitated  bol 
<<  fom  of  poor  and  honeft  ignorance,  facrificing  all 
^^  things,  fuffering  all  things,  ana  daring  all  things 
«*  in  the  caufe  fuppofed  of  religion.**    Thp  Iriflj 
peasants  ^;  too  acute  for  this  ipecies  of  iqipofir 
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tion,  and  the  moft  ^enlightened  amongfl:  then^ 
thofe  Icaft  acquainted  with  the  caufes  of  their  infur-^ 
reftion,  would  probably  inform  him  that  they  «  went 
with  the  boys,  l^ecaufe  their  neighbours  Paty  and 
parhy^  and  Shemos  went,  and  becaufe  //  the  boys 
got  tbi  better,' they  ixjere  to  fay  no  tythes'*  la 
jnany  places  where  the  late  rebellion  aflqmed  the 
appearance  of  a  religious  war  (Great  God !  that 
religion  (hould  be  fo  mentioned  !)  the  hatred  vifible 
was  to  the  Orangeman,  not  to  the  Proteftant,  or  oc- 
pafionally  to  a  Proteftant,  only  Ijecaufe  he  was  fup- 
pofed  to  be  of  the  Orange  party,  who  fome  years 
9go  drove  four  thoufand  Catholic  families  froni 
their  homes— a  faft  well  known  in  every  part  qf 
Ireland,  The  Oraqgemen  were  originally .  the 
Proteftant  mob  of  Armagli ;  the  Defenders  the 
Pipift  mob.  Government  feared  their  union,  and 
confidering  the  Orange  party  (from  being  fupppfed 
profeflcd  friends  to  revolutionary  principles)  the 
xnoft  dangerous,  adopted  the  method  which  ha$ 
fince  been  purfued,  of  protcdiing  and  counte- 
nancing them  in  oppofition  to  the  other  party ;  by 
which  means  they  have  been  rendered  the  dupe? 
of  defigning  men,  who  regard  their  welfare  as  lit- 
tle as  the  welfare  of  the  Papift  tnob,  to  whom 
they  would  be  facrificed  in  tfieir  turn,  did  Minifters 
cxped  to  derive  any  advantage  from  the  change. 

In  general  I  difapprove  of  introducing  into  pub- 
lications like  this  the  facred  fubjed  of  religion,  but 
1  cannot  on  the  prefent  occafion  refrain  from  re- 
minding the  Catholic,  the  Proteftant,  the  Preft^y- 
teiian,  and  every  other  feift  of  Chriftians,  that  tw« 

of 


"  jbf  tlie  principal  maKims  inculcated  by  th^  founder 
of  their  religion,  are  comprized  in  thefe  two  fen- 
fences^  "  Do  unto  ethers  as  you  would  that  others 
Jhould  do  unto  yoUy*  and  "  A  new  commaHdment  I 
give  unto  youy  that  ye  love  one  another  "^^ Arc 
thcfe  the  principles  of  perfccucing  fcdtarics?  Do 
thefe  refemblc  the  tenets  of  political  religionifts?* 
Are  thefe  the  axioms  of  minifterial  bigotry  ?  No  t 
my  brethren,  thefe  are  the  principles  of  charity,  of 
kindnefs/ of  brotherly  love,^ — This  is  the  religion 
of  which  fo'many  talk,  fo  few  underftand,  and  ftill 
fewer  practice.— .This  is  the  fpirit  of  that  faith,  by 
which  I  fhould  wifli  to  fee  every  fed  of  Irilhmen 
influenced. — This  is  the  reUgioA  which  would  ren- 
der all  good  and  all  happy.— I  will  not  ^^  ufe  hard 
words,**  and  (hall  therefore  overlook  the  acrimoni* 
pus  obfervations  of.  the  noble  author,  ^  and  avoid 
any  enquiries  into  the  true  and  original  caufes  ojf 
the  «  foul,  unrelenting,  common  mockery  of  botlj. 
perfuafions."  ^        j 

I  do  not  iinderfl:and  what  the  noble  author  can 
ftiean  by  the  ^' real,  neccflary,  and  indefeafible  de-, 
pendancc"  of  Ireland  i  nor  can  I  difcover  why 
Ireland  fliould  be  thought  more  naturally  depen- 
dant than  other  countries  of  the  fame  dimenfionv 
poflcfling  fimilar  advantages,  and-  feparated  by .  the. 
mbribeahle  ocean  from  all  other  lands.  I  deny  the. 
neceflity  of  her  dependance,  at  the  fame  time  that 

_  -  rf 

♦  Chriftianity  wouW  fare  ncv€r  the  wdrfc  if  its  profcflbn  were  Icfs  poliY 
tjciax»,  •  .      .         .  ; 

Capo's  Letters,  3d  Vol,  p.  1 30. ' 
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I  ptfk^'^geet  in  the  propriety  of  her  copnc«ian 
with  Great  Britain,  wbiiejbe  finds  ii  condfidvc^to  h9r. 
Mivantage^   or  profitable  to  her  iniere/i*    In  faft, 
}i>e  only  natural  bond  of  union  between  the  two 
countries  is  th^o(  mutual  iutereji,  and  nothing  btit 
the  continuance  of  this  interefl:>  can  preierve  the 
connexion.     The  jioble  author  tells  us  very  can^ 
didly,  "  that  the  prefent  order  cannot  lad,  and  ought 
hot  to  be   rc-eftabJifticd^  arifes  out  of   the  date 
dangers  amd  neajfittis  of  England  ^berfelf**     Caq 
anything  more  clearly  ekicidate  the  true  induce* 
ments  to  thi^  hneficent  offer  ?  Can  any  thing  more 
plainly  demodftrate  that  the  nal  motive  for  endea-i 
vouring  to  procure  this  sdteradon  at  a  dme  io  im- 
propf^r^  and  under  circumftances  fo  unpromifiog,  i^ 
tha(  the  refources  of  Ireland  are  neceilary  for  the 
lq[)port  of  Great  Britain  ji  and  as  it  is  impoifible  tc^ 
jjbtroceed  in  this  deftroying  war,  without  the  ruin  of 
ifOM  part  of  his  Britannic  Majefty's  dominions^ 
the  Minifter  prefers  the  dcftrudlion  of  Ireland  jSry?? 
If  the  people  of  [England  know  their  own  intereft^ 
they  will  exert  thcmfelves  in  oppofing  a  meafurq 
which  deferves  to  be  as  unpopular  with  them>  as  it 
is  amongft  the  Iriih :  for  unpopular  it  is,  and  ever 
mud  be  in  this  country,  notwithdanding  the  aflcr*- 
tions  of  ignorance,  the  declarations  of  corruptionji 
amd  the  unceaQng  efforts  of  place-men,  penfioners^ 
and.  borough  merqhant§» 

The  noble  author  has  taken  infinite  trouble  to 
prove  that  the  prefent  connexion  between  Great 
Britain  and  Ireland  cannot  continue,  but  he  has  fi06; 
c;ontiivcd  to  dcmondrate  that  any  other  connexioa 
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dnvttcn  thde  nations  would  be  more  WnrficiaU 
isM  aWiougb  the  pains  he  has  taken  to  (hew  us  th^ 
mSferies^  dangers,  and  ^i&dvantages  of  our  prefent 
fitaation  h*re  perfcftly  fuccccdcd,  lie  has  not  been 
equally  fortunate  in  convincing  us  .of  the  neceffity, 
the  convenience,  or  the  expediency  of  the  prof^ 
fcred  Union.  I  entirely  agree  with  the  nbWe  au- 
thor in  thinking  that  fitnetbing'^  is  necelRry;  but 
not  an  Union-— A  reform  in  parliament  is  neceflSkrf 
—Catholic  emancipadon  is  neceflary-^ModiBcft* 
rion  of  tythes  is  nccclBry— Conclulion  of  the  war 
is  ncccflary— Re-eftablifhment  of  the  Brittfli  oon- 
ftitution  of  1688  is  ncceflary— Repeal  of  a  mulri* 
plfcity  of  new  penal  laws  is  neccfl&ry — ^Many  other 
diings  are  neceflary— But,  a  Legiflative  Union  be-** 
tween  the  two  iflands,  is  not  neceflary-— -A  Legifla^ 
dve  Union  will  dcftroy  the  goodwill  of  the  twor 
fiadons  towards  each  other-^A  Legiflative  Unioi% 
will  annihilate  the  influer|ce  of  the  people,  ^  and 
emancipate  minifters  from  the  authority  of  the  law; 
'^^In  fme,  a  Legiflative  Union  will  place  the  whole 
power  of  government  in  the  hands  of  a  few  gi* 
garitic  de^tsf/ 

*  The  way  to  catt  people  of  their  fears,  \%  not  to  frighten  them  farther, 
but  to  remove  the  caufes  of  their  fears.  If  thd  kingdom  be  dlfaflTcQed, 
let  eafaixjjM  vMfi  ktto  the  motives  of  that  difaffe^ioa. 

Cato*t  Letter Sy  3d  Vol.  p.  3.1  St* 

Wb«A  the  onXtt  of  general  difistoteat  arc  remove d,  particular  difcouo 
tlBt^wili  (ighify  nothing,  Page  aao^ 

•f*  It  is  the  nature  of  power  to  be  ever  encroaching,  and  converting  every 
extraordinary  power,  aranted  at  particular  timet,  and  upon  particular  oc«> 
cfl6on8,  intp  an  ordinary  power,  to  be  ufcd  at  a|l  times,  and  where  thet« 
i^  M  Qccafiofl ')  09x4«e8  i;  e\^ci  part  willingly  with  any  advantage. 

Cato's  Letters,  3d  Voi^p.  3*7, 

It 


'  It  is  abfurd  to  compare  Scodarid  wich  Ireknd.-iJ 
Scotland  and  England  make  onelflaftd,  in  point  of 
iituation^  commercial  advantages^  foilj  and  climate^ 
the  latter  is  fuperior  to  the  formen  Ireland,  on 
the  contrary,  in  point  of  fituation,; climate,  foil,  and 
capabilities  for  trade>  is  equal  (in  fome  relpedls  fu- 
perior) to  England.  I  cannot  perceive  of  what 
advantage  it  would  be  to  Ireland  to  have  a  lcrvile> 
artful,  and  ambitious  native  of  this  country  purfuing 
his  own  intereft  in  the  Britifli  Cabinet,  or  how  it 
would  benefit  this  country  to  have  him  reproached 
with  being  an  Irifhnjan.  Would  this  produce  anj^ 
commercial  advantages  to  bur  cities  f  Would  tbis^ 
pccafion  any  civilization  in  our  provinces  ?  Would 
the  proftituted  talents  of  a  felfifh  and  crafty  fchemcf 
redound,  to  our  honour  or  add  jto  our  profperity  ? 
^ven  though  the  influence  of  this  Irilhman  in  the 
Britifh  Cabinet  were  «  the  burden  of  Englifh  jea^ 
loufy,  the  theme  ofconftant  inve<ftive,  and  fome-* 
times  of  deep  and  fcrious  accufation."  That  Eng- 
land has  often  been  accufed  «of  injuftice,  unkind- 
liefs,  and  prejudice  againft  the  united  kingdom"  of 
Scotland,  a  very  flight  inquiry  will  convince  the  no- 
ble author~but  thfs'is  of  no  very  material  confe-* 
cjuence  to  Irelahd.*         ,       ,     ' 

*  As  to  the  cant  tvofd  of  yaeohh ;  I  find  it  as  difficult  to  coi»fprchen<l'^ 
as  the  noble  atithor  finds  the  word  Ireland.    One  time  the  advocates  for 

-  tct't^al  Ifhtrtj  are  caMed  by  this  name;  another  time  it  is  beftowed  do 
the  abetters  of  the  vtorft  rf tyranny.     To-day,  I  am  told  thaf  the  friefids  of 

.  the  real  BritiiH  Conftitution  are  7a«W^Jo-morrow^  I  (hall  hear  this 
appellation  given  to  the  partizuns  of  the  ferocious  Roherjpiere.     In  fame 

.  places fliwrfib'  "  ^^1«<*  ;he  work  of  Jacobins-^  \rt  others^  Reform  is  de- 
lineated as  their  deed.  As  I  know  not  in  what  light  it  may  pleafc  thtf 
noble  anthor  to  view  this  hacknicd  cxprcffion,  I  rcftaia  froto  replying  t# 

.kis  remarks  on  the  fubjc£^* 
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li  IS  melancholy  to  talk  of  an  Union  by  way  of 
experiment.  If  the  experiment  fliQuld  prove  dctri^ 
mental,  what  is  the  remedy  ?  .■»!  ■  The  catalogue 
oi  horrors  which  the  noble  author  gives  in  pages  58 
and  59,  isvalmoft  the  only  part  of  his  work  which 
contains  piuch  truth ;  and  how  the  Union  is  to  re« 
move  all  thole  miferiesi  is  quite  beyond  the  comprer 
henfion  of  my  vulgK  ^riih  underftanding. 

1  think  the  noble  author  perfedly  right  in  re,comT 
mending  the  complete  emancipation  of  the  Catho- 
lics 5  and  I  fincerely  hope  that  the  Parliament  of  Ircr 
jaml  will  convince  the  w^orld  that  they  aje  not  afraid 
of  their  Catholic  brethren,  and  woi^  rather  fhare 
|>oKticaI  privileges  witb  tbepi,  than.be  engulphed  in 
the  vortex  of  a  Britifh  Senate.  J  deny  that  it  i; 
^'  more  prudent  and  more  natural  for  this  independent 
Parliament  to  melt  into  the  Iiqperial,  than  to  receive 
the  Cathplic  Parlikment:"  it  is  *'  more  prudent,  more 
natural/*  and  fer  more  expedient,  to  admit  their 
Catholic  brethren,  men  who  are  interpfted  in  the; 
welfare  of  Ireland,  with  themfclves,  and  who  will 
be  doubly  ipterefted  in  it  by  fuch  an  afrangem{;nt, 
to  a  participauon  of  their  Legiflative  rights,  than 
CO  facrifice  thofe  rights  at  the  fhrine  of  a  Bridfli  IVJi- 
niftcr,  who  has  ever  fhewn  an  antipathy  to  thei^> 
country,  who  has  plunged  the  Britifh  dominions  in 
^  the  horrors  of  wair,  and  deluged  the  earth  with 
bJobd.  The  Catholic  enemy  to  the  Union  e3q)c6ts 
emancipation  from  tl^c  Parliament  of  hi^  native 
country  5  and,  after  all  that  has  been  accorded  toi 
him  within  the  laft  ten  years,  he  is  well  warranted  in 
txpc^ga  farther  extenfion  of  privileges^,  From  the 
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^rkifh  Pax^ithtttt  ht  has  no  reafyn  to  hctpit  S:)t 
Itmilar  advantages^  fer  if  that  ParUacnent  would  not- 
grant  ecnancipatieR  «e  the  handfidof  Englifli  Catho^i 
lies,  whjr  fhouid  we  ezped  them  to  demonftrace 
More  libcf alitjr  and  kiiidnefs  towards  the  multitude 
Wiho  profe6  thac  £iith  in  Ireland  ?  Again  I  Hiuft 
exprefe  fny  ardent  w&)^3,  diat  die  Catbolks  maf 
not  be  intimidated  by  artfel  direatenings  of  MptSt^ 
cd  dMoyaltyi  and  I  fincerdjr  hope  ihe  day  will  footi 
arrive  when  aU  invidtous  diflin^ions  Iball  be  de-« 
ikoyed ;  when  ^  che  Oniced  Irifl^men^'fliatt  Mt 
<  jremain  to  be  jnit  downj  of  to  be  pvn  out  fay  diis 
Colonid  ParlkineAt^  or  by  the  irfiperial  s"  and  when 
peace^  happiness,  VMM,  and  pro^rity  Aafl  ^gaiQi 
illdcnine  Ireltmd. 
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ADVERTISEMENT. 


About  the  middle  of  laft  year  i  had 
prepared  for  the  prels  fome  reflexions  upotv 
the  ftate  of  Ireland,  which  at  that  time  ap- 
peared to  n;ie  very  little  known,  or  very  ill  un- 
derftood  in  the  public  of  this  countiy. 

Upon  the  firfl  intima.tion  of  the  projedk  of 
a  Legislative  Union,  1  paufed  upon  this 
defign,  the  utility  of  which  became  in  a  con- 
iiderable  degree  fuperfeded  by  it ;  and  I  turn- 
ed my  attention  in  filence  to  the  progrefs  and 
ifuccefs  of  that  great  meafure,  to  which  it  was 
impoffible  not  to  forefee  fome  of  the  principal 
obftacles  and  motives  of  oppofition*  But  it  is 
but  very  latejjr  that  I  perceived  any  advantage 
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in  a  public  difcuflion  of  them^  in  the  parti- 
cular light  in  which  they  prefentcd  them- 
fclves  to  Ay  vfew,     Th€  peciiliar  Manner  in 
which  the  offer  of  Union  9n  the  part  of  Great 
Britain  has  been  received  by  the  Houfe  of 
Commons  in  Irekffd,  «P!d  the  delicacy  that 
conftantly  occurs  in  a  free  examination  of  the 
fubjeft  upon  this  fide  of  the  water,  have  de- 
termined me  to  make  public^  fd^wing 
.Coij^derations.     The  truth  of  fhemi  I  flatter 
jrjayfclf,  will .  hp.  felt  where  itr  is  iblqA:  ufeful : 
^hough^,  perhaps*  under  the  prefent  circumr 
ftances,  it  could  not  fp  properly  or  fo  ftrongjy 
by  iofifted  upon  in  any  public  or  refponfible 
•  quftrter,,.  as  from  the  calra  and  privacy  of -the 
^  qj«fet» 
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fit^'df&'Of  ^e^prefent/GohfideiatiofiSy  iwasfiift 
^hirp^red  in)  t^eiwotid^dt^ie^  ftrike  up^ 

^n  4thc  minds  of  meii  wit^  a  pocolkr  muBture 
iif  af»icty  ^aod  delight,  Mit  AMded  for  « 
time^  a  generfld^fpence  andtaftoniftunciat* 


t  ^Bcit  ^  tkifr  ^tiia^oti^«f  <  the  ^public  f^timent 
6id^!idt  arifej  a^^Ii^Mdiendyfrom^the^novd^^ 
c^  'the  fmagnktRle  ^f  ^tbe  'ineafurf^  nor  from 
any  pfefiknpiiiim  of  ^a  juft  ^oppoikiofi  or  »»«- 
^nal  diflike  on  the  part  of  Ireland^  to  fo 
B  2  happy 


(    4    ) 

happy  and  fo  glorious  a  termination  as  it  held 
put  to  her  crimes,  her  fufFerings,  and  her 
dangers. 

The  conftant  and  earneft -declaration^  of 
the  itioft  oftenfible  perfons  in  that  kingdom, 
of  the  perfons  higheft  in  fituation  gind  higheft 
in  popularity,  entirely  forbade  and  excluded 
that  appreh«nfion.-  They  had  loudly  and 
repeatedly  announced,  "  That  things  could 
not  remain  upon  their  prefent  eftablifhmerltj 
lh$t  :commerqi^  jealoiify  was  ^  .roufed ;  ^  that 
it  would  increafe  with  two  mdependept  ter 
giflatures  r  that  the  feeds  of  fepajation  wcrf 
fpwn  in. the  iinal /ettjement  of  17821  that 
jfepaWtioriof  interi^fts  would  Wirig  on  fcparaii&ii 
oftiCowNEXiotN.":  .Thcipublic  Opinion  had 
kept  in  even  tenor  with  the  warnings  of  Irifh 
flatiefmen,  -  arid  ;th(sf .  fenfe^^of  practical :  €yils^ 
the  dreadful  coutfe  1  arid  carejergf  c^lamifie^ 
i^Brhich  evepy  poft:divijlgedA  and,  which  a4- 
vanccd.ajid:expaaded  with  progreffive  forcq 
^•.  ':■:  /--".•'.  ■'.;   "     .    /'  '  '  '        ^  anit} 
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and  fwiftnefs,  till  they  bqrc  oflFhap|Sfiefsa  audi 
p^ctj  and  tirtue,  frond  iliit  dewted  land,  had  ^ 
..pfiepfiried  the  pwbHc  fromanyn(ieaf«r§<tf  vigour 
I afijl  w^fiority,  ,as  lii*^  had.  legitimate,  every  . 
-afl:  of  vigilance . and  po\Yer»:     :  ^    -   •.  v 

,  .Stillkfs  could  the  noytfjty  of :>  the  :prop0f{|J  • 
Jiaye  excited  fufprizp.  /ItjJwd'beeu  fpecifi- 
.cally.recdmrtjended,  Jo  times  vcpmparMiv^ly 
foF3tunajte, .  by  the  ^bJefl:  %tiefi2aen^:a^:pQK^ 
'tic^.  authoiritie^,;  v^n  hgth]  fides  .,<j|  ;i^ 
i^at^r,:  and  io  oae-^ripd  of  her-hiftory  il 
h^  |>(een..X<^it2it(4  by  I»lai|d  herfelf^.  ButJt 
was  the,  pepqlwr  .djapuStfcr  ai^d  quality  ttf  •  the 
remedy,  compired  ^ith.tl^;ex6€i<s  and.vjiafc. 
len)?e.of;Uie  evil ;  itsvat^.the/flwelty,  m^-igf 
jdie  thing,  butcf  the  circum^nces  to  whic|^ 
it  wasr  adapted>v^  the  |gr6atn^fs,(  «ot  of  ^ 
ineafure«  but  p^  ^|ie  .mii^i,  yi^hfch  d^dat^d  i^ 
,tha^  created  fqfpence^apdaftonif^ent.    .      ^ 

That  the  Jocal  nu%pvernment  ,or;mi^r* 
-tones  of  Ireland,   %)uld,  inftcad  of  forfei- 
tures 


matB  mnSi  ^paskt^o^  ht  >mdidfe  <o  operalte  (to 
IliKr^?ii]itoge  4Mid  ^laxf^  tdiiit  ii^ibad  -df  ^ 

tfting  ispen^topc  upon  #^  ciowfi  cif  IS^nigkiid 
for  a  daily    and  •  ipr^mrloiie  etxiib^e,  4^ 
parliament  of  Dublin  fhould   be  courted  to 
kek^  1t|5  ^at  in.'the  "Capitol  <tf* /the  empire^ 
^d^ixiand^bb^-twith  Jthp  general  'repre^ 
tcfn^cmj  «hat  4h«  Oatbellc  ^oidd  t>e  in^ 
niitti^MjQ^'ac  gradisd  ipartid^aiimn  of<civjl-dnd 
^iti^)  equality,  ^and  ]Aiisc^  itbe^ifi^dft  ctf 
sdieiOFunes  ^of -one^tndi  the  Avotkne&  ^ctf  the 
-^^ei",  was^jifftly^efi^titkdLto  ftdimna^on  andap' 
^uftf'-^r^but  ithat  \(4iidh  ^vaIi&ende^(^y^  filled 
ttiS'dd^fafted  the  ^tmnd  ^et^ty^gooA^^miA 
latoifdurame^pe^foni  ^  w»  the  dignifited'  Mtd^ooty^ 
9swai  purity  *F  #re  ^pcSicy  ^^  Great'^ltam, 
tppdfed  'to^^he  'peifiiious  pra^licc  -and  4ra*- 
inorsatty'tSfher-enemies*   After  fo many  yeaw 
x£  a  war,  %  ^M^ieh  'they  liad  *reipcaed  no 
right,  no  law,  nor  principle  of  humanity ;  in 
•vHweh^the  repofe^nfl^irtues,  tJie  ^ij^rments 
arid  endc^rmeiits  of  ^fecial  difc^were^the-*ob- 

jcfts 
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advanced  pokt  of  ^totck:  joi  ^vdsiiQJ^Oie  Jhttii 
iieeq  bcl  pcropk  expofcd  te^  e¥<ryj  aiftifice  e$ 
cooi  4fid  cruel  ;ma%fiUy  j^  deUu^hed^  fluOedg 
pefvertedri  diiibi|)Uaed  lia  fcroks^i  aad-  &i|^-^ 
littised ;  with  mai£u;rc$.i^  a^r  ihe  had  h^» 
her  flate^   during  fevea  y^^^  ajQajUbd  :a»i 
mined  by  force  and  fraud,  and  the  balance  of 
l^^nopt  overthrown  by  viotenpc  and  treachery  i 
Whafc  was  the  m^eafiire  of  her;  r^t^iiatioa  aiid 
r«veage  ?  what  wa&  her  amhhkHi^  and:  wh^p« 
did.  file  fcek'hfiyp  fdbtiye 'agggrandifcemf ati 
She  tnrlNsd  hiet  «yes  ikH:  «Qf>  ^onqvjefts  and 
fcqtiiyakn&ji  hut  to  internal  impfov^ment;  (• 
the^' difcovfci^  tind  fedvaijeetteat  of  hef  <^wi» 
metdiis  aBdjefc^Curaes^  to  th«:  amel^  of 

hcrowtt  (ionditKw,  to  the?  qnify  ^nitOofoli* 
dation  of  her  own  ftrength»  td  her  own  dct^ 
fence,  profperity,  and  power.  In  the  midft 
of  waifatie  ibe  cultiyaled  the  arts  of  pcACe  : 
<bo  repaired  her  owA  ^rwv-f^caUQd  htt 
^Q|4e  from  fe4u^ioii6i  at)d  br^yi^t  her  ^tfr 
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tent^roVjnee^  undci'  a  nearer  influence  and 
]taijpe£m|'}  Aife'  extended  her-  arms  to  every 
p«t  of  her' dominions,  and  prefled  her  ex- 
tremeft-  dependencies  to  her  bofom,  while  fhe- 
girt  tke  mighty  Whole  together  in  one  coril- 
|*dJing  chain,  one  c6mmon  bond  of  intereftj 
affe<5tion,  and  fecurity.         ■  . 

:  Behold  hfcr  equivalent !  contemplate  thls^ 
«d^33iChtafi<OT  of  her  ipow6r  and'  greatness  f 
examine  her  policy  *  probie  her  ambition  to^ 
the  quick  i-^Hna^k-  if  (Im  writhes  or  fliirinks, 
if  there  be-afiy  ttAnbur>  or  any  foulnefs  there  1 
^^hile  the  prfetenided  deliverers  of  mankind 
prok)%  their  p6llat6d  feign,  an^  found  their 
idlfaft?6iis  hopfes  ifi  ^thfe-  wounds  and  corrupti- 
ons cifhtinianity,^  in  the^difeaife  and  diflblutr-i 
<m'of  fociisty  itfelfl:      ^  i-   <;  '-" 

i  •  When    men    GOuld  withdraw  their  eyes 
iirdm  this  objcift  of  hdneft'  exultation;  and, 
i»d  tttrncd  tht^r  thought  to  the  critical  ani 

-^::  •  diC 
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dil^ajdidnate  difcufiion  of  the  Mjei^  itfelf^ 
it  feemed  that  the  great  meafure  of  ah  tncbr- 
pot'ate  Union  between  the  two  couiltries  had 
naturally  refolved  itfelf  on  the  flrft  afpeft  into 
ih^i^  Ii^portaflt  queftions>  by  the  fblution 
of^  Which,  iti  fate  would  be  4ecided-^ 
M  Whethef  the  Pariiaments  of  Great  Britaft 
and  Ir^nd  Wife: competent  to  treat  for  thelf 
conilituents  ?"  and  **  whetherthe  treaty  pro*, 
pofed,  were  beneficial  to  the  contr^dting  par- 
tics  1'^  But  it  appears  tdhave  been  confideired 
by  the  Houfe  of  Commons  in  Jfeland  in 
ttftOtW  ^nd  a  ^cry  different  point  of  view 
be0d^  that  of.  it-s  utility,  and  this  of  their 
pwii  ijOflipetency  and  right  to  decide  it.  In 
that  iffemfeiy,-  it  did  not  lie  between  the  aJ- 
vantages  anil  relative  intereftsofttie  two  Coun-^ 
trits  ih  the  lJni6n,  which  fecmed  virtually  to 
be  actenowMged,  but  it  was  fh^pofed  to 
ciiDtain  fcmeth5ng  humiliating  to  the  pride 
and  ^gnity  of  Ireland.  It  was  not  confidered 
ae'-a^  mjury  which  England  defigned^  but 

C  an 
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an  infult  which  fhe  ofFered  to  a  great  and 
independent  nation*  With  that  feeling  the 
Houfe  very  naturally  refufed  to  entertain 
it  for  a  moment.  With  a  juft  and  becpn^ing 
Xjpirit  they  reje^fted  the  difquflion  at  once^ 
thbugh  by  a  meafure  fo  precipitate  and  unu-» 
fual>  they  doubtlefs  incurred  fomc  imputli,ti(m 
of  difrefpeft  to  the  crown,  apd  of  ingratitude 
to  the  parent-country ♦  ^        ,  ' 

*  It  is  neceflary  that  this  point  fhould  be 
clearly  and  diftindly  underi^ood ;  and  il^cef- 
fary.  to  afccrtain  whether  the  feelings,  of  the 
Houfe  of  Commons  were ^as  juft  and  proper 
as  their  condu(3:  undoubtedly  was  while  they 
were  governed- by  them.  For  it  would  be 
ungenerous  to  fufpedtof  that  AiTembly^  that 
^they  would  have  rejetfted  with  fcorn;  and 
refufed  to  difcufs  altogether^  a  great  national 
meafure  recommended  by  their  fovereign, 
unlefs  they  had  thought  it  on  the  oner  hand 
Xo  imply  fome  infult  and  degradation  to  the 
.  .  nation 
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nation  they  reprefent^   and  on  the  other  to 

be  fo  evidently  advantageous  toit,  inan  inte-- 

rtfled  point  of  view,  as  to  expofe  the  people' 

to  the  temptation  and  danger  of  overlooking 

the  aflFront  in  the  utility  of  the  offer ^     Upon 

any  other  fuppofition  it  is  impofiible  to  ac*^ 

count  for    fo  wide  a  departure   from  the 

eftablifhed  rules  and  pradtlce  of  a  delibe^ 

rating  Aflembly  as  the  moving  a  previous 

queftion  upon  a  meffage  from  the  throne, 

and   fhutting.the  difcufiion  in  limine  upon 

a  fubje<£t  of  the  very  higheft  moment  that 

ever  came  before  them.     For  to  take  it  the 

other  way :   if  the  offer  was   fuppofed  to 

be  difadvantageous  to  Iceland,  or  unpopular 

to  a  great  extent  in  the  country,   then  it 

would  have  come  certainly  to  be  rejected 

upon  difclofure  and  difcuiSon ;  and  that,  with 

the  double  infamy  and  ftigma  deferved  both 

by  the  affront  and  and  the  injury ;  and  the 

Houfe  of  Commons  of  Ireland  could  have  had 

no  motive  for  depriving  the  Britifh  miniiler  of 

the  full  mafs   of  xnortification  that  awaited 

him, 

Ca  Ift 


^  In  that,  mann^  the  6Stii€  Aff<tm}jlj  had 
a^ed  in  178$  upon  the  ^accftfion  of  the  com* 
siiiercial  pf^ropofitionsv  They  fktd  that  £ng« 
land  fbld  them  commerce  for  conftitution^ 
and  bartered  her  trade  for  thek  independence « 
This  m^afurej  therefore^  after  full  and  long 
debates,  and  minute  invefti^tionand  publicir 
ty,  thby  refufcd  with  fcJorn,  to  theconfUlK^ 
and  difappointmentof  its  projeiftor.  But  upon 
the  prifent  propofition  they  were  ne*fo  fure  of 
the  fcnfc  and  high  (pirit  of  the  public^  They 
wciis  fearful  left  the  benefits  piDpofed  by  the 
union  flibuld  extinguKh  all  fehfe  of  the  af^ 
front,  and  they  wifely  aiid  honeftly  with« 
held  the  temptation  fr&ra  the  people,— I  can* 
hotbtit  appkud  the  fpirit  and  prudence  of  the 
Hbufe  as  bnc  wh<>  would  never  exl)(^  the 
people  to  fuch  a  dinger  and  teidptation ;  aa 
dne  who  would  not  pUt  it  in  their  power  C# 
idecide  amifs^  nor  coq^ply  with  th^ltn  if  thi^ 
did :  a3  bne  who  things  the  obiequtOuibefs  ^ 
^  goVferhmeiit  towards  their  fugitive  and  mif- 

takcto 


taken- will,  a  fpecies  of  the  very,  wocft  cow* 
ardice  and  treafon,  and. the  will  of  the  peoplo 
no  cxcufa  for  the  compliance  of  a  government 
1)1  any  difaftrousi  or  diihonourable,  or  dan* 
gerous  meafure« 

But  while  I  applaud  the  coaduft  of  the 
Irifh  Houle  of  Commons  under  the  in^prc^* 
fion  which  governed  them^  I  entertain  v^rj 
confiderable  doubts  whether  thofe  impreiSoi}! 
were  natural  and  juft  ^  and  I  think  it. very 
important  to  a£certain  that  point,  ^ycGAU&,  h 
is  from  that  alone,  that  it  is  pofiible  to  cotA-*' 
bine  or  forefee  the  fate  of  the-  prop^fai*  1^ 
thefe  impreflions  were  founded  in  right  reaibn^ 
tbere  is  no  doubt  but  that  tlKit  Aifen^bl/ 
will  peifevere  in  the  courfe  they  have  tiken  s 
but  if  they  were  the  momentary  elFe£|:s  of 
warmth  and  national  irritability,  wemay  ^-^ 
pc6b  from  their  good  *fenie  and  their  vir^i»B> 
fucli  n  tenoperameatf  'a$  will  at  leaft  admit 

th* 
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the  difcuffion,  and  coUeft  the  public  fcnti* 
mcnt  with  regard  to  it. 

It  feems  to  mc  in  the  firft  place,  that  fom© 
of  the  prejudices  which  exift  iri  Ireland  againft 
the  incorporation,  are  real  and  honefl  preju- 
dices }  &nd  that  we  may  have  contributed  to 
create  them  ourfelves  by  fatal  gifts,  and  flat- 
tering appellations.  Whoever  has  attended  to 
thccourfe  of  public  affairs  and  public  opinion, 
imuft  have  found  occaiion  to  remark  the  in- 
fluence of  a  word  or  a  phrafe  upon  the  minds 
of  men ;  and  if  we  had  from  miftaken  ten^ 
dernefs  to  Ireland  permitted  lofty  or  endear- 
ing founds  to  charm  her  ear  from  the  true 
knowledge  of  her  ftate,  we  ihould  doubtlefs 
partake  whatever  blame  were  due  to  the  delu- 
fion.  If  we  had  granted  independence  to 
the  rooft  ^Yretchcd,  ill-governed,  and  de- 
pendent colony  upon  the  furfece  of  the  globe  i 
if  we  had  dignified  with  the  name  of  Sifter- 
kingdom  a  fettlement  of  EnglUh  who  liad 

neither 
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neither  fubducd  nor  gained  the  country  they 
inhabited:  nor  won  by  arms,  nor  tamed  by  wif- 
dom  and  generofity  the  barbarous  natives  of 
the  foil ;  ihould  we  be  totally  exempt  from  the 
folly  or  the  fault  of  the  planter  whofe  ide^s 
we  had  bewildered  and  confufed  ?  It  is  impof- 
'  fible,  without  pity  for  the  human  mind,  to 
confider  the  abufe  of  words  and  the  mifchiefs 
that  refult  from  it.     From  this  per verfion  and 
uncertainty,  fometimes  weak,  andfometimes 
malicious,   flow  as  from   their  fource  thofe 
horrors  which  appear  more  glaring  from  their 
folly :  and  crimes,  whofe  worft  and  mofl  atro- 
cious- charadcr  is  their  mixture  of  abfurdity^ 
and  guilt.     While   we  have  lavifhed  thcfe- 
fcducmg  names  upon  our  colony,  and  foothed^ 
her  into  the  fond  belief  of  imperial  greatncfs; 
and  equality,  what  are  the  kind  and  grateful 
epithets,  what  the  fond  and  endearing  blan- 
difhments  (he  pays  us  in  return  ?  The  Sifter- 
kingdom  calls  us  *^  Foreigners,"  and  tlie  in- 
dependent ftate,  makes  a  mighty  merit  of  her 
jpreference  for  **  Britifli  connexion.*'  Foreign- 
•  ers 
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crs  and  Connexion  !  But  we  dcfervc  no  better* 

for  W4  began  the  folly,  arid  are  the  fir  ft  dd*^ 

cd ver  j.     Foreigners  and'  Conneiion  !  Are  we ' 

not  their  parent  ?  Are  they  not  Cut  own'  . 

blood  ?  Are  they  not  governed  by^ oar  laws  ? 

Arc;thcy  not  defended  by  our  fWord  ?     Are 

lliey  not  niaintained  in  their  power,  in  their 

religion,  in  their  cbnftitutibn,  in  their  lands,! 

by  the  protefting  arm  and  parental  vigilance 

of  England*  ' 

To  fueh  an  extent  of  prejudice  does  this 
fetal  ambiguity  or  perverfion  of  terms  pre- 
vail in  whatever  regards  this  deluded  colony,' 
Ait  it  is  become  impoffible  (unlels  w€  are 
merely  fpeaking  geographically)  toknow  what 
is  meant  by  the  word  Ireland  itfelf;  We  have 
occafioafor  explanation  or  definitions  at  every 
turn.  Sometimes  it  is  the  great  niajority  of 
the  people,  fotnetimes  it  is  the  iettler  j  now  it 
is  the  great  population  of  the  natives  in  arms, 
and  now  the  independent  colony  trembiing  at 
its  difparity  5  here  it  is  the  reprefentativc  of  a 

handful 
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kandful  of  "protcftants;  there  the  Stt&oty, 
and  the  catholic  republic.  ;  Out  of  thtsconfr  „ 
faiion  it  is  indifpenfaUe  to  collet^  .fome  orderj^ 
and  to  be  aWc  to  convey  and  exprefi-our 
meaning^  in  diftinjft  and  pofitive  language.    .  I ., 
am  unwilling  to  give  oiFence  any  where>  and 
am  far  from  intending  it;  but  I.  do  not  expedt 
to  probe  thefe  long  and  ulcerous  fores  with^ 
out  giving  pain;  if  I  could,  the  gangrene 
has  taken  place,    and  there  is  no.reniedjr.^ 
but  amputation. 

It  is  painful,  no  doubt,  to  wiithdmw  the 
eye  from  thefe  ambitious  dreams  of  federal 
crowns  ^nd  independent  fenates,  to  feiid  |)a<;k 
>thTough  the  ivory  portal  thefe  flattering 
images  of  power  and  greatnefs,  and  prefeiit 
the  bloody  and  difgufting  mirror  of  realities* 
But  is.  it  rny  fault  if  the  Britifh  colony  in 
Ireland  pannot  c^d  its.ftajte, '  oj:  recoiled  i^ 
origin,  or,  perceive  its  danger^  ?  Ani  I  to 
blame,  if  it  fleeps  on  the  .bf  ink  of  ruin^  oi^/9>^ 
awakening,  it  i^'    . 

D  Wouild 
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Would  Odd  wc  Jived  in  times  wfitcM 
we  might  flumber  on  in  delightful  or  tran* 
^iH  vifmiSy  when  we  might  roek  oujrfelves^ 
to  reft  with  innocent  flatteries  and,  delufioxis. 
We  hive  been  poufed  with  a  mighty  peal„ 
and  have  acmed  by  the  f!kfhes  of'  contiguous 
eonflagratiGns.  But  if  we*  cannot  fee  the 
avenging  powtf  that  overtums  our  gates,  and 
tiie  trident  that  fliakes  our  feundations,  we 
fiiall  neillier  faire  ouir  religion,,  nor  our  pa<> 
sents,  nor  our  children ;  and  exchange  at- 
6eft  our  deftiny  for  aa  unprofitable  and  in- 
'{i6ri&us  revenge !:  i 

The  hifttpy  ^  die  hUh  nal^n  begins  vritb 
Ihe  conqueft  fo  Ipelapd^  All  that  precede^ 
■'k  falfe  OF  doubtful,,  o&fcuce  or  utterly  un- 
^owli^.  a  proverbial  fab}r,  forged  to  infulr 

'the  CthS^  and  outntger  the  credulity  of  man-^ 
Mnd.     ^1  ufeM  knowledge  of  it  is  coeval 

'Wi^h  fihgliih  "  conaexion/'     It  is  tcue  thia* 

'  eofthexitin  wa^  parentage  with  the  colony  and^ 
cbnqueft  with  the  natives.    Hence  followed 

•    '^ '  a  douUe 
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a  dx)ulblc  duty,  of  which  ijt  is  40  be  for  i?v^ 
lamented  that  we  have  not  acquitted  ourfelv^s 
with  equal  juilice  f  for  ^conqueft  brings  dujdes 
with  it  as  well  as  colbnizatkm.  ,  We  owed 
«prote(3ion  and  encdimgemeht  to  our  fettlef# 
hut  inftrudion  tind  the  graiUial  ^melioratioA 
of  his  sooodition  to  the  natiye^  Such  in 
the  t»eginning»  after  Henry  t3ie  fecond  ac- 
cepted the  pcrjurable  icalty  of  Ireland^  and^ 
received  the  whole  iiWnd  into  homage  ;^  a 
fief  of  his  orowii^  wars  tjic  pious  poliej^  of  tl|c 
tune.  The  convcrfion  <£  her  barbaroijis 
Jbordest^  d^riftianity^  thp  ipeftridion  fi^d 
iubordinationQf  her  £ivj^gearifk)cracy  of  Sheiks 
and  Beys,  were  the  benefits  th*t  i^reat  prince 
conferred  upon  the  Iriih.  I£  in  fucce^* 
£ve  periods  the  prog^efs  <^  civiliiation  has 
Slot  kept  peace  with  the  advancement  oi  the 
|)arient  country,  I  think  it  xnprc  jBfppcfally  (o 
be  attributed  to  the  ^reat  inapolicy  of  Heniy 
the  Eighth  at  the  rcformation>  when  the  feuds 
cf^ehgious  difference  became  fupcraddcd  to 

D  2  the 
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the  inextmguifliable  quarrel,  and  rendered  the 
ftate  of  the  conquered  and  the  fettler  more 
hoftile  and  rancorous  than  in  the  moment  of 
ttfurpation.  If  the  fovereigns  b^etwcen  him  and 

\  hie  great  predeceflor  are  juftly  chargeable  wiA 
omiffion  in  ne|:le(aing  the  civilization  or  in- 
corporation of  the  natives,  the  colony 'itfelf 
from  that  time  is  to  be  accufed  of  that  exclu- 
fiveand  ungenerous  policy  which  hasdcprefled 

*  and  degraded  the  human  charadter  itfelf  in  the 
form  of  the  native  Irifh ;  and  if  England  is 
to  be  condemned,  as  (he  juftly  may  be/  it  is 
for  her  criminal  indulgence  to  her  colony, 
and  her  inactivity  and  inattention  to'  the 
natives  who  were  entitled  to  her  protec-^ 
tion^ 

But  it  is  the  more  to  be  lamented  that  the 
crovsrn  gof  England  fhould  have  omitted  to  ac- 
eomplifh  or  attempt  the  incorporation  of  Ire- 
land before  or  at  the  period  of  the  refonriati- 
on :  fiecaufe  by  that  event  it  became  in  a  gre^t 

meafure 
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lAcafm-c  impdflJble  for  the  J^ritifli  colofiy  itfi^f 
to  ^ffcA  znf  thing  fevoufaWe-to  the  nativci  6r 
to  work  with"  firicerity  for  his  improvement, 
^nd  the  advancement  of  his^condition.  Itjey 
were  placed  at  a  wider  diftance ;  new  barriers 
BJid  Ipriing  up  betweeft  them;  and  While 
'the  fee  of  kome,  which  had  granted -Ireknd 
^  to  a  pious  princci  never  ceafcd'to  conteftit 

*  with  his  heretic  fueceflfors,  the   colony  had 

•  new  dangers  to  provide  againft,  or  new  inju- 
rics  to  revenge.  • 

^  I  iam  not  preparing  to  fhcW  the  progfefs 
-^  thefe  natural  and  religious  dMeA(]ons»  too 
legible  in  thjfe  worft  pages  of  oar  hiftory,  but  it 
IS  an  bbjeft  of  the  greateft  ccmfequence  to  con- 
iider  it  with  unbiafled  medftation^  in  order  to 
oetermine  this  important  queflion  witbfidelit^ 
and  precifion,  "Whether.it  be  poiiible  for 
the  Britilh  colony  to  ameliorate  the  condi-* 
tiori  of  ithe  natives  ?*'  Janies  the  firft  feeras, 
-of  all  our  princes,  to  be  entitled  to  comment 

.  'dation 
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i^don  for  his  faiutar^r  efforts  in  that  amjahile 
wwk,  but  tfec  UberaliJy  erf"  fucGceding  times 
has  been  Kxynihn^y  fivetpgweved  ai>d  de^tfd 
by  ihe  X3t?fl»ck«  I  hive  related.  - 

Jjt  fe  i^eftiMinJy  i^:ipatt(^  vcfy  littlie  to  oiir 
hvi^far  in  «ny  p^int  of,  view,     tiiat  after 
a    per^d  df  fu^    hi|Uvired   years,  ib   li|l^^ 
'  progccfe  ,  £bo»14    fetvas     been     mad?     ia^ 
the  concilktjidn  of  ^  minds  of  the  Iri&^ 
in  the  ameUaration  of  their  cqndfiion^  or  in 
their  fufion  and  intermixture  with  the  colony. 
jUcMUK^  W/Wi^Wt'^  ^wn  feult  ap4  re- 
<  projMch,  l§3iat  we  have  i)Qt  jS^iftuaUy  inteifar^ 
:  in  thpir  favoifr*  and  compeWeKl  our  plantation 
-^toii  more  juft.  and  ealighfc^fiejd  policy  wijh 
^  reg$iA  to  <t}»in>i|  and  the: $^xitm^tf^d  ran-- 
cour  of  ftrmany  ioen««r*e^  now  hurft^t  J^ft 
viipon  their  head8«':wiU  l>f::/a  dficadf^l  cautipii 
^fc  othfir^conqijpi:oi»,   how  )mg  they  reto^ 
cnfehoft  i)dk>U5  4ift*f¥3tipns^  a;>d  defer  ,the  cotp- 
-.fdete  union  and  incorporation  of  their  acqui/i-» 

It 
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If  is  Ac  pradice  of  our  enemies  to  repioadr 
this  country  with  erery  evil  and  every  acfciden* 
that  has  ever  befallen  Ireland^     But  if  ever 
thefr  accufations  had  Been- jujR:^  or  ^y  had 
fought  fot  any  truth  of  any  argument  to  fup-* 
port  thfcm,  tlvey  would  ha^e   reproached  us 
lor  oup  long  delay ^  protraction  and  omkSion^ 
of  this  very  totzSam  of  union  whidi  we  are 
now  accuied  by  feme  of  our  colonifts  o£ 
pttfenting  p^matore  and  untimely  ta  their 
independent  parliament  $  it  is  our  cniel  in« 
^fference  te  the  ioilntflion'and  well-being  of 
the  native^  ^md  our  obiequious-tendemeis  to  die 
fcttler;  it  is,  that  the  ^  final  fettlement'*  of  Ire-* 
fend  has^  been  deferred  dirough  fo  many  r^ignsj 
that  we  are  now  attempting  thafi  which  ought 
fo  have  been  perfeded  by  eVery  prince^  at  leall 
fiace  the  reformation.    It  is  it&Lt  we  l^e  not 
incorporated  i  that  wie-have  not  done  our  duty' 
l^y  the  iubje^s  we  acquired  i  that  we  have 
iui&fred  them  tc^  preferve  "the  memory  of  *n. 
wigjbal  wr«>ng>  and  to  tmiun  in  a  ibte  0S 

igno^ 
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ignorance^  rudene&  and  I>arbariiiii>  Worfc  in* 
its  cSo&s,  and  more  degrading  in  its  nature^ . 
^an  that  in   which  our  fathers  found  thetn . 
fix  centuries  before. 

If  we  look  to  any  piart  of  the  continent; 
I54uch  has  been  conquered^  inherited  or  ac-* 
quired  by  any  other  ilatCt' we  fhall  not  findi 
the  fame  impolicy^  and  I  muft  add>  the^fanie 
cAieky  as  our  own ;  for  though  I  .will  never; 
vi^icate'  or  advife  meafures  of  violence  9nd 
iii^uftice^  I  have  nb  £:ruple  to  fay  that  there, 
is  n0  violence  more  eruel  than  negledt, .  and- 
lio  injuflice  equal  to  t3ie  cold  continuance  of . 
the  miseries  we  found.     Not  that  the  niea-- 
^reswe  h»ve  purfued  in  Ireland  have  been 
alvirays  free  from  active  violence  and  excefles; 
both  Cromwell  and.WiUiam  the  Third  mad© 
cruel  retaliations  upon  the  rebellious  native, 
and  exacted  grievous  forfeitures  and  confis? 
cations.      If  we  were  reproached  for  thefe> 
deeds  -of  theirs  by  thp  cathplic  and  the  atr 
I  tainted 
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4:|dntcd  only^  I :  \5r0uld  not  coiAplain  of  out 
acQufer,'!  wquVi  afk  aloa5  .^^  century  of 
/)£ V  ktndnef^,  cannot  efface  cur  i&thers'  fever 
xity;?,  But  when  tjher  grantees  q^-  Cromwell 
and  the  King^  \Brhen  ,the  children  of  their 
ibldiers^  and  .the  heirs  of  .their  rapacity  re- 
^FO!^ch  us  with  their  ^own  gain^,  when  they 
jaepuieus;  of  their  oWn  crime,  and  array  the 
ipoil  and  plunder  they  have  feized,  amongft 
the  articles  of  pur  impeachment,  I  know 
not,  I  confefe^  with  what  temper  to  an- 
•4wer  Aem,  whether  with  .leorn,  or  argu- 
ment: nor  whether*  tbeirgrofs  abfurdity  pro- 
;45ced3  .from  thejconfuiion  of^  own   un- 

^cr^iatndings,  or  ^  their  contenjpt  for  our's ,? 
But  let  the  ctimes;9f'  centijTiep;  be  blazoned 
out;  let  the  annals  of  rancour  and  revenge 
.be  rknfacked,^  and  the. avarice  ajid  cruelty  of 
thefe  conquerors  bc'drefTecl  iii^ll  the  colours 
""of  popular /exaggeration,  ilill- 1  think  their 
crime  of  omiffion  was  greater  than  their 
Vinie  of  commiflTon,  and  tlieir  cruelty  in 
'       E  not 
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not  tinittriglfclifad,  w6rfe  fhaii  (Xk^  WteiRjr 
of  confiffiatSoit.  GromweH,  ft  fe^eiliatef, 
would  liave  uhitcd  HoR^VI,  lo 'to  tfife 
policy  toiiW  riot  ha^e  Bcdndrikflo^^o^litfi 
^ndWiiliafe  had  that' occJlfi6tt-iiHd  6]f^ote 
mity  which  have  baHwft!d''aftct  '^  Wifrt^ 
years,  with  the  Tatn'e  ■cfiintt,  'kfrd  ^fclS5aar 
TcSelirdris.  Another  c'ctftuffy^^ias'ftitiiiii^^lfe 
fame'£eu(ts,  the  Tame  riiAflkbi'd^  ^aiid  *<tifc 
Tarrieuiitamed  ferocity,  thbfarfa'b tiiirtoimei 
iSarbarity  intlieB'ih  jfebj^ej  aiid'it  Has'%- 
■tunately  found  'the  fatne'iiywfer  andTofftuiiie^ 
-the  Britifli  amis'  ddKnifihg  their  cbm^eSiiMB. 
inaintaihingWeir  cbloriy.  ' Whkt'Is  fl4e  lefaft 
of  all  tliis  cjtperjehce,  'wliat  '%e  vl^iiabth%e 
•may  learn>  Wis  dreMfurfclfiSbl  ? 

Shall 'Sjire  fuffer  thiefe  evils  to  remain,-  and 
thrive,  and  fpring  up  again?  or  lay  the  a^xe 
to  the  vivacious  root  which  we  have  lopped 
Co  often,  and  to  fuch  little  purpofe  ?  Shall  wc 

pro^t 
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b]^.t1^e  {^el  leflbns  of  adYeriky,  <ft 
|jpjCfevejap  in  tbi$  cuqsf  of  c^ils  to  new  npaffar 
c|;ea  pad  '^n^xj^\f\f}  ^ixijilion^  ?  Shall  we 
f^x^oti^  ibftt  w^ic)i  Hf p  <;on^»n,n  every  fqve- 
^&!  ?^4  ?v^  S^niJnii^ratiQn  for  ne^ediing, 
9r  iinitf  te  theur  peglcidl  ia  fpite  of  our  con- 
(i^Ept^ipfl,  aii4|P  jfpite  pfthe  unuttera^ 
f^al^rajti^  .that  i^e^m  frpin  i^. 

TJ^at  th?  flS^yP  ^ri^l  %WW  retain  tl^eir 
ji^ft^Jj^y,  ^pjpes^r?  tQ  ^9,  I  cpnfefs,  under  the 
circum^^ce9 1  h^yp  fe,t  4own,  more  unwife 
than  uq^nsitur^l.  Th^tj  remaining  in  the  ^ate 
almoCk  Qf  t^r  .fe?fb|>r9u?  anceftors,  they 
(hoi^d  fe.t^in  their  palilp^s,  and  commit  their 
pXCJcffe^; — thfit  t^cyjfhould  remci|ibcr  inju- 
ries viit^iich.hfYfe  ^pcyer  been  effaced,  and  mak;e 
jconliinual  daim  vipon  lan(ls  from  which  they 
hayc:|).eje|i,difppire^^  by  ufurpcrs  who  have 
cxtingvjiflied  thejr  crime  hy  no  benefits, 
no  affipiii^tipn,  jio  ,  a.doption— rthat  they 
ihould  complain  of  non-rcfident  landlords, 
^and  ^  c^aifi  of  ie^es  b^tw^en  thepwner  and 
'    "  the 
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the  tenant  of   the  foil  i---tfiat  they  {honli 
fcpinc  at  paying  taxes  to^  cqlony  they  hate^ 
and  tithes  to  a  clergy  tI;^)fabl>or«^and  finally^ 
that  fore  with  real  wrongs  gnd  ifttoxicated 
with  vifionsof  liberty  jdpowyffd.  by  foreign 
gold,  and  the  artifices  of  dpijjdftic  trciaibni 
they  (hould  begoadedwhgpKi?d  into- rebel- 
lion—! confefs  it  appc;ars,tp  nxe  both  as  naturrf 
and  as  imprudent  as  the^^napifo  of  the  paifions 
nfually  is  found  to  be*    But  when!  hear  the 
colony  itfelf  complain  of  our  yoke,  and  ac* 
cufe  us  of  opprefiions— when  I  hear  the  very 
perfohs,  guilty  of  dlLthefe   wrongs,  of  for 
whofc  fake  they  have  been  perpetrated,  im- 
peach us  with  their  own  crimes,  and  of  bur 
connivance,  I  proteft  Lam  at  a  lofs  whether 
to  attribute  it  to  the  fuppofed  confufion   of 
'  their  ideas,  or  to  the  perverfity  of  their  heart, 
I  have  more  indulgence  for  the  catholic  coh- 
fpirator^  than  for  the  proteftant  complaint  j 
hi^  principle  is   to  be  traced  in  the  heart 
of  man,    and  his  motives  lie  deep    in  the 
very    nature  of  his  being.       I  know  not 

of 


% 


(    29    )     . 

«f  any  calamity  or  danger  that  has  reached 
or  threatened  England,  where   his  condud 
has  not  been  uniform  and  dired.     Has  there 
been  a  disputed  title,   a   pretender    to    the 
crown,  a  pfeudo-prince,  or  a  rebellion?  he 
haa  joined  them  all,  as  fo  many  Qccafions  to 
affert  his  right,,  and  throw  off  the  tyranny  of 
England.     He  is  the   ally  of  Perkin  War- 
beck,  and  of  James  the  fecond.   From  Henry 
the  fcventh  to  the  king's  illnefs,  he  h^s  watched 
his  opportunity  of  emancipation  and  revenge- 
It  is  now  only  that  his  condud  is  become  ab- 
furd,  when  England  oficrs  union,  and  as  the 
confequence  6f  it,  emancipation:  now  that  (he 
has  at  length  adopted  that  liberal  and  enlight- 
ened policy  which  will  place  him  upon  the 
fame  footing  as  her  colony,  and  admit  him  to 
the  foil  participation  of  the  bleffingai  of  her 
imperial,  free,  and  equal  conftitution.     It  19 
wifer,  indeed,  to  become  a  Briton,  than  to 
nourifh  an  eternal  and  unprofitable  hoftility. 
It  is  wifer  to  be  admitted  into  the  fbvercignty^ 
than  to  make  war  upon  it.  To  unite,  is  wifer 

than 
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than  to  tear  open  ewly  woundf,aai  pei^reis 
in  ipteripinable  quarrel^. 

Bdt  if  he  prefers  the  di^^tes  of  his  pafi- 
fions ;  if  he  is  the  dupe  of  pricfts,  of  foreign- 
ers, of  political  reformera,  of  parties  and  pro- 
inifers ;  if  it  requires  ftill  other  Ictfons  of 
calamity  and  frefli  ablutions  of  blood  to  ef- 
face thefe  revengeful  hopes,  and  prepare  a 
hftppicr  and  more  pious  choice,  Icommiferatc 
his  error,  and  feel  indulgence  for  the  power- 
ful movement  of  his  foul  5  Icheriih,  too^  the 
flattering  hope  that  it  is  the  laft  cpnteft,  and 
that  the  iffue  of  it  will  effed  this  very  union, 
the  ncccfGty  c^  which  it  will  eftablifh,  though 
too  fete  for  his  ownhappinefs  and  the  pre- 
ient  falvation  of  his  country. 

From  thismiferable  and  preponderant  part 
of  Ireland,  I  turn  to  th?it  portion  of  it  de- 
icended  from  our  own  loins,  and  nourifhed 
with  our  own  bipod  and  treafure  :  tdthat  por- 
tion which  is  enthroned  upon  the  necks  of  the 

great 
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fM4t'pop^^tk)n  of  the  countty,  and  tIphcM 
in  it$  dait|6rtf\^  pri>efninence  by  the  ':pow€t 
Df  the  patont  AaCe  ;~to  that  portion,  O^iofvite 
grantees  and  cobtrifis,  i^hb>havb  forgottca 
their  b»th,  atekl  '^iileii    their  name:;  who 
Mi&wh4he  hafM«h^taifeofFedthbm,>afidi^ 
Iguardfilhetr  title;  which  plaiited  thein&i  ohthfe 
£)il,  and  ^aintarto  them  there;;  whith  gave 
thcfrii  pbwdr,  and  now  givlc&thohi  impunitj. 
i  turfi  tothisttipottion  of  Ireland  which  >muft 
*iibtad^rfall  with  ns  In'fpitc  of  its  dreauis  bf 
indfepefldcaee,    which  is  nnitod  in  ipite  of 
Sottts^  and  ^  idenllfied  in  ^defiance  of  pardi* 
flients;  ^hich  if  oiir  arm  be  wirijdrawn  but 
«  mooient,  ^  Wi\X  be  twrnpled  into  the  ground 
At  iifurps,  and  which  thinks  rit 'an  indignity 
to^rbc  <incorj;jbrited'kito  oUr  fldte,  ^nd  ad- 
mitted to  our  cmjpire, 

Wc4iave^teadt>f  a  plant,  the  produce  of 

'  I  know  txot  what  fabulous  ifla«d,  th^  property 

of  whofcfiruifc  it  was  to  takeaway  all  ♦mdmoM 

?ry  of  the  native  country,  alt  gratitude?,  regret 

and 


^  I 


and  deiire  of  it  ,But  though  our  colony 
Ihould  have  fed  on  it  to  fbllnels,  I  think 
<hey  might  trace-  their  origin  in'  the .  hatred 
and  antipathy  erf  the  natives,  iii  their* own 
bufferings  and  dangers.  I  think  they  mi^t 
read  it  in  characters  of  their  own  blood,  and 
by  the  light  of  their  own  conflagrations^  I 
think  the  favage  who  tortux^  thrir  cattle^ 
who  cuts  down  their  woods,,  who  befieges 
their  houfes,  who  waylays  their  fteward  and 
thfeir  prodor,  who  afTaliinates  their  witnefies 
aaid  their  magiftrates^  I  thinks  he  tells  them 
at  every Jftcp  that  they  are  £2ffGLi$H--i  thiiik 
the  peafant  who  brings  his  writ  of  right  in 
arms  againft  their  property,  teliff  them  they  ar^ 
English— I  think  in  every  crime,  and 
every  calamity,  they  are  forbidden  to  fborget 
that  they  are  English/     ^    ;: ; ;  - :  I    \'.\. 

Had  our  colony  been  profperous  and  fc-r 

cure— had  it  grown  and  flodrifhed  under  our 

fhade  till  it  wfere  capable  of  empire  and  inde- 

pendcnce-^could  Mr.  Fofler  or  *Mn  Gfattap 
.  tell 
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«^*fiSa4ic6i  in»teligfetdl'^^^^  yoke  j  tbat 
^  tiKei  Avh61e\:dtin^  iarttttifedafed  incorpfotatdl 
**tWthmitfelft— €btW4ihey  fay,wcare  in€a6b 
^^-itidfepcndefttcf  yoti  afid  all  the  wtMid~wtt 
^ZTt\tiSipen6cM^^'^^^Bti^[^  and 

**  aiffiflance^h^you,  ^edi*ad  no  wbellion, 
'^ iwefcat ttb  atroy  of  ^^  avcngets^'  we  tufe  1* 
*  peace,  we  tefide  trpoft'tmr  knds,  vfhtte  we 
^^VAcCi  and  inllHia  tnrt  faiMul  tenantf y ;  %« 
•*Vatch4hei«|cdtteation,  wedifpeUbeir  igiu>* 
*'  nbVatice,  rrc  comiinatid  tfecir  afFcQioftsby  tb^ 
^'benfefits*  ^^e  ct)rtfcr-*-to .  your  armed  empirt 
"  we  have  fubftitlited  the  reign  of  gf atittide  j 
**  our  ftate  is  adult  aiid  firmj  we  exift  by  our 
^  own  induftryi'byour  6wn  ififebns  and  efforts^ 
^^tid  require  no  future  aid  or  ifitctference^ 
•*  Why  do  you  cometo  'interrupt  otir  tranqiiil^ 
^  lityf  tobrfeatbur  repcrfeitodifturb  ourper-^ 
*•  fedhappinefs?  have  we^nVokcd  your  elf^^ 
^^iscti  haVeWecaJIdd  ou^t6y6u^ha?veJw6oo^i^ 
^feffedany^eakners.ordiforderiii  our  fiat^l 
•*•  have  fli^nativeirevt^^  ?^ai*e  we  invaded-^bf 
•■^  F  "foreign- 


**^oi:cigriew?"fTTHad  this  been  thf  os^fc,  mit; 
OouM  have  he^  a  J^ngu^ge  like  this,  I  h4v6 
ftot  fo  rea4  the  leffoA   of  America  that  I» 
ihouldnojy >e aftonifhed or affcwaed.by:  tbein>» 
I  have  ne|  fe  ftudied  the  hiftory  of  ungratcfiil' 
pfofperity^  that  I  fhodd  now  be  furprifcd  at 
the  pow^  oi  the  exam{Je  and  the  repetition^ 
of  the  criiflb.      But  that  the.  ftcrn  Tuggpd 
nurfe  iheuld  breathe    the   fame  poifonou^ 
counfels  as  :tW  painted  bawd^^/that  whole- 
Ibme  Advetfity  and  flattering  Succcfs  fhould 
give  the  fame  treacherous  advice,r-I  confefa 
it  confpunds  the  very  faculties  andufes  of  th# 
mind*  ,      • 

Had  our  Irifh  colony  teen  as  happy  and 
|Mrofperpu^  as  our  American — had  fhc  enjoyed 
the  fame  good  fortune,  and  become  as  .^apa^ 
bjlf  of  independpnce^  I  ftill  dp  not  fee  that 
.with  the  expericmfe  of  that  events  it  would 
i^yebeen  wife  and  defirable  for  her  to  have 
travelled  i»  the  fame  fteps ;  and  I  think  it  very 
tq^tcrial  to  dwell  a  little  upon  this  obierva^* 
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tioni'feecaufe"  there  can  be  ne  manner  o# 
ababt  Init  that  tHis  Tingle  ia  of 'nation^ 
Ingratitude,  has  proved  the  fignal  of  the  dif- 
folution  of  the  civiKzed  world,  that  it  has 
Ihaken  every  ftate  and  everyTorta  of  govern- 
ment to  its  centre,  and  loofened  the  fouhda^ 
tions  of  fociety  itfclf.  Unhappy  England  t 
There  was  ho  Cordelia  amongff  all  her  daugh- 
ters i  Regan  turned  her  from  the  door  to 
the /rude  pelting  of  the  pitilefs  florm,  and 
Gonerili  denifes  her  hundred  kfaights. 

'.    Pjjt  itis  not  EnglaQd that  it  is  neceflary  tp 

cpnfider ;  (he  has  triumphed,  hitlicrto,  over  all 

^r  cneuiies  an4  all  h^r  traitors,  and  over  the 

worftof  all  her  tbanklefs  childfpn.    When  I 

Jook  to  America,  I  diftingujifli  the  crim?  but 

not  its.utility ;  I  fee  every  thin§  but  the  profit 

of  ingratitude.  -  Is  fhe   happier,  of  greater, 

fince Ihe  p.eafed  to  b^ apart  of  Bptain^   Are 

^er  taxes  lighter  ?  Is  her  commerce,  prote6te4 

'  better  ?  Is  ]ier  government  mor?  refpeded  or 

fecure?    While  fhe   belonged'  to  England, 

F  2  what 


iKrhat  firanger  dared  opprefs  her  I  Who|)il(iiM 
def ed  her  me? chants,  or  infulted  hocffiag^  6< 
iuboriied  her  people  ?  What  Frendmufi  dic4 
tated  to  her  cauacils  ?  What .  impdityDns  did 
fhe  ky  Open  her  laiid?  Wh|it  difunidh-^ 
what  diflblution  threatened. heri  Old  (be 
livpor  linger  then  by  the  c^Cf  of.  ?i  cfeclinin| 
hand  \  Did  the  frail  teimre  c^  an  old  mai^i 
Ufe  fuftain  and  ^oinprefii  her  pro^noes  to^ 
lather?  Didibc  hold  the  empire  tiot  by  her 
ftrength,  bnt  th^  approach  of  her  weakncfty 
and  the  expe^ation  of  a  better  opportunity  tb 
divide  and  difmember  her  ?-^Ph,  but  fhe  is  in- 
^epencieht  i  fhe  enjoysl  thefovcfeigd  rights  and 
luprem6  arbftreiilgnt  of  ewpif  d  •  tix6  fends  aiidU 
feaffddofsj  rfid  fevieis  armies •  flte  prepares iefttS; 
arid  decides  oil  peace  and  war.  t^di'thefeddVan- 
tagcs,  he  18  a  fedblfc  ftatefrtian  itidfeed,  Who  will 
tiot  pardon  i  little  ambitibn,  arid  a  Ifttle  vA^i 
tifude.  Prove  th  ri  that  thcfe  are' advantages. 
I  fee  her  ambaffadors  irifulted  or  unheard,  ex^ 
^elleci  or  ranf6nied;'I  fee  taxles  raifedto  pi]^ 
fdr6esi  but  they  are  to  conftrainher  o  wnf  evoks: 
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to  defeat,  not  t^e  armi€;s,  but  tjie  plots  o^ 
foreigners.  I  fee  flectss  but  Ihe  dares  not 
employ  them.  I  fee  taxes  and  arms,  but  nci* 
tlier  war  ndr. peace.  I  fee  treaties,  but  it  ii 
with  B^Qgland,  'whom  ihe  abandoned  and  ab- 
lated I  ted  that  fufiilafy  alliance,  that  ma- 
fttnzi  flkg,  prtitedt  the  commerce  for  which 
JKrUedcat  iacri^cdd  everf^  mora!  dtify,  andfo 
many  pdlitidat  ac^vantages. '  i  fee  this  cruel 
JSlartJilt,  iSvhdffi  ilbe  defprted  and  betraye^^ 
StiLitttsLta  het  aitiong^  the  nations,  and  upbol^ 
|fet  perJ&abte  Itatbaitiidll  the  fadions  that 
|[)frcy  tipon  het  Vitafe,     '    * 

America,  however,  had  driven  her  f^vagcs 
behind  her  frontiers  ^  ihe  had  conquered  and 
repelled  the  wild  barbarian  whom  (he  could 
not  civilize.  By  the  impolitic  peace  of  1763, 
we  had  delivered  her  from  the.  neighbour- 
hood and  hoftility  of  France^  apd  fee  de- 
manded to  be  foris-familiated,  like  a  pros- 
perous child  whofe  fortune  has  corrupted  his 
heart  Has  our  fettlement  in  Ireland  even  this 

cxcufc- 
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•xcufe?  Is  there  any  thing  in  common  bc-t 
twcen  the  ftate  of  thefc  two  colonies  ?  IpL 
Ireland,  the  native  prowls  unconquered  and 
untamed,  confined  Within  no  pale,  and  forced 

behind  no  barripi*— Frjincq  is  at  her  door  and 
in  her  chamber— and  while  (he  bellows  ".  in- 
^epen4ence»"  fhe  is  the  prey  ef  miferics  un- 
known and  unjieard  pf  by  the  reft  of  menj 
jQf  crimes,  for  which  the  names  are  uninn 
vcijted,  of  which  the  I^nowledgje  mufthc 
buried  i^  darl^  eternal  filei^ce,  where  .no 
found  is  heard,  nor  eye  may  penetrate,  fcale4 
by  difguft  and  horror,  and  guarded  by  the 
wounded  dignity  of  humanity  itfelf  ? 

America,  as  it  appears  to  me;  I  own,  ..wa«j 
happy  and  reljpedable,  was  fortunate  and  fc-« 
cure,  when  (he  began  her  crime,  and  afFedc;^ 
her  independence  Her .  independence  too^ 
was  real  and  effedual.  It  was  perfed  in  all 
its  parts ;  Ihe  abjure4  our  crown  as  well  a^ 
our  legiflature,  and  ihe  became  a  fovereign 
by  her  ingratitudp.     Yet  if  I  lopk  at   this 

Ipyereign 
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icy^i^Oi  ^tfii  ;^nd  all  hct  dangers  and  dir 
yifions77i(.I*  contemplate  the  peculiar  evils, 
of  her  cpc^itulion,  admired  1  think  by  none 
of  die  wife  9fid  providpnt;  ■  a»d;  commendcd^ 
only,  by  the  fpepulatift  apd  the  Jacobin  as 
example,  oi  revolution  iid  impunity-rif  I 
c:6n;(ider  her  ,prefent  ftate,.  and  the  circum- 
llanccs  upon  >  which   fhe   advances>    I   am 
icarcely  to  be  reftrained  from  aflBrming  tha^ 
there  is  nothing  but  union— this  very  mea- 
fure  of  union,  and  incorporation,  of  all  her  ' 
Provinces— that  can  faveand  defend  her:  ot 
extricate  her  from  the  dangers  and  perplex- 
ities of  that  federal  independence,  v^hich  has 
neither  defended  Holland^  n6t^ '^Switzerland, 
fjof.  the  empire  of  Germany. 

'  '''  \ 
Frpoi  the  cafe  of  America,  Who  has 
fepcrated,  we  are  naturally  led  to  that  of 
Scotland,  vvho  has  united  herfelf  with  Eng- 
land j  and  I  confefs  it  appears  to  me  not  a  lit* 
tie  Angular,  that  I  {hoiild  have  been  fo  little 
Anticipated  upon  one  of  the  great  and  leading 

points 
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pdlAts  of  that  argument  j  which  a«cs  not 
Appear  to  mcto  be  half  ib  irttcrcftiiig,  nor  fedf 
fo  powfcrful  from  aiwfogy  as  from  cohtralt 
The  ancdo^  extends  no  farSier^han  the  pro- 
bable confequences  of  a  par*H«i  experiment— ' 
but  the  contraft  coiiiprifcs  the  whde  general 
circunlflatlce  arid  pofition  of  the  two  coun-* 
tries  pretious  to  the  cjtperiment ;  and  Ac  in* 
ference  follows  with  accumulated  and^  f 
think^  4rrefiM)ie  force,  in  iavour  of  -die 
prcffent  mcafure^  fince  experience  has  fhcWh^ 
that  under  circumftanccs  of  ^  unpromifing  a 
drfFcFenocj  that  Union  has  ftiU  proved  fortu- 
nate, and  furpa&d  the  moft  fanguine  pre-* 
didions  of  the  great  ftatefmen,  who  were  th0 
authors  of  it.  In  the  Scottifh  union,  1  am 
at  a  lofs  to  difcover  any  circumftarices  of  re- 
membrance to  the  prefent  meafure,  befides  the 
accidental  urlion  of  the  two  drowns  upon  the 
famehcaA  Was  Scotland  a  Colony  of  ours^ 
Was  Scotland  planted  and  watered  by  our 
liand?   Had  it  grown  and  flouriftied  under 

•  oxti! 
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Scotland  jn;the  h^n^^c^  Eijglifhraea ,?.  W^s 
oompofefl  of  Eiigliflimen  |o  the-^exdrtjioa  qf 

f hither  from  this  parent  country ^|^,^.?Q)a}  thf 
firft  union  of  the  crowns  to  the  beginning  of 

.had 


laflel.fcad  to  rnc^Tt  ^nd/ blenii  wit^  Ration  of 
^  fqreigper.s,'*  ^hd'vvjth  for^fgncrs  her  an- 
Bent,  and,  ^s  it  was  then  iaii  her  natural 
enemies,  *  Her  wounds  were  yet  greenf  and  Itirr: 
reciprocal  hatreds.  ahernateXriiimp}i&  afro^.- 
tier.defolated  and  famous  froni^terpaljAfarfarc^ 
and  a  hiftory.  full  of  nothing  biit  the  injuries 
and .  iiiva^Qna  of  EhgTandl,,  were  but  4ittla 
propitious  to/jthis  .  pew  .and  ,vvi(e  deijgn^ 
Inhere  was  much  to  be  forgotten  or  forgivea  — 
jiatural  jealopfies,  pld ,  ^tipat;hies,   national 

G  pride 


(    42    ) 

pride  and  family  refcntmentS)  were  all  to  be 
Ibothed  9.nd  won  over  by  the  evident  utility 
and  advantage  of  the  union.  Scotland  be- 
fides  poffeflcd  an  adual  and  efficient  inde- 
pendence ;  (he  had  a  real  fovereignty  to  fub- 
^fcribe  arid  fiirrender  to  the  united  parliament ; 
ihe  had  ^  valuable  confidieratioo  to  contribute 
for  the  wealth,  the  fecurity,  and  the  dignity 
ihe  received. 

But  is  this  the  c^fp  of  tbeJriili  planter?  is  hi$ 
injlependence  re^l,  or  ai^y  thipg  but  a  d^nge^ 
rous  and  delufiye  found;^  wjiich  t^cinpts  hinj  tp 
the  rock,  apd.  drsws  bim  to  the  whirlpool  ?  1$ 
he  ipdependent  of  France,  who.  pours  her 
avengers  upon  the  land  ?  or.  independent  of 
three  millions  of  natives,  who  cUim  his  ?ftate 
with  title-deeds  and  pikcas  ?  or,  independent 
of  Englaqd,  who  defends,  hiin  with,  her  Ihjps, 
her  fqldicr^,  antd  even  her  lujlitia  f  Yet.  Scot- 
land preferred  to  yieldthis  rea]  independance, 
fo  dqar  to  hex  early  prejudice.  She  preferred 
the  fubftantial  ufeful  glory  of  a  common 

fceptre 
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i^cc|itre  and  an  iifiperial  legiflature,  to  the 
dull  privlicge   df  jj^rdviricikl    gfeat^efs  and 
municipal  ambition.   After  centuries  of  cruel 
iKrfUlitics,  ftultfol.  of  wtetfchedhefs  afid  glory, 
,flie  ftfbfided   hito   her  trii^  ktid  juft    p6- 
fition»  anli    iiicdfj)drated  With  her   mighty 
neighbdUTf  to  whom   fate  and  nature^  h^d 
awarded   thd  feat  of  empire.      Now   then 
XJomes  the:  queftiori  of  anllo^y.    Ha^  (he  rd^- 
pented  of  hci?  prudence,   df  het  true  dnd 
wife  ma^animlty?    Is;  the  Britifh  name  lels 
^orious    tiiaat    the   Scfttsf     Is  population, 
is  commerce^    is  iittefrid  p^icby  a  riiotive  for^ 
repentance?  Ate  impro^erftcfnt;  arts  aAd  civi- 
lization,  or  the  welfbeilSg  df  Kfe,    motives 
for  repentance?  Have  Wfc  vibktM  the  treaty 
^have  we  impofed  tribwe--have  wd  ifeufed 
our  imperial  powcrV  at  betrayed  ^h^  confi- 
dence of  the    kingdom    \^e    uMted  with^ 
If  all  this  experience  is  Idft  and  thVoWri  away ; 
if  this  analogy  and  contraft  are  both  ineffec- 
tual, 
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tual,    I  know  not  what  arguniMit  can  rcach 
the  Hfcep^fQoltea''prejudice  of  Ireland. 

.    J     '       '  .         ■  ■     ■ 

*  *  *     *  '  1  -  .  .  • 

If  the  offer  of  union  therefore  cannot  be:* 

tajcea  as  an  infylt.to  oUr  colony;  if  A'menca 

has  not  ;been  much  benefited  by  Teperdtion  ; 

.if  Scotland  has  never  cfeargfed  latf  with  breach 

of.^aith  or  parjtral  exereife  oT  doktiiriibn  over 

her  j'.if  tliere .  be  uppft  the  face  of  lh6  eartli 

no  condition-  morc^gloHbus,    orrknore^  happy 

..  than  that  of  ByftQils ;  '  arid  if  t6:i6Xteftd,  par- 

Ucipate,   an^^fulfy  cornmurlicatBt'sdJ  the  bfefs- 

.ings  we  cnjdy,    be  cfatitled^  to; focnt"  commSrf* 

dation  and  to  fome  return^  it  Will  not  Itfiift 

be  too  much  to  c^c'peiS'  from  the  returning 

.good  fcnfe- and  temper  of  IBe^.m^jority.of  the 

Ifilh  Hdufe  of  'Co!:nm'c)ns5   that  thc^difcuffion 

ra^y  at  leaft  be;  pjsr-mitted  of  thf$  meafure  j 

the   principle  of-  which  appears'to  have  fb 

many  claims »tD their'gratitudci  ;    -       ^' 


The 
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,  The  qu^ion  of  compjetcncy  {if  that  is 
ferioufly .  a  queftion).  is  the  next  in  order  j 
and  then  the  gqncral  .utility  and  fairncfs  of 
the  mcafure  itself.  But  it  is  not  .ray  inten- 
tion, ,  for,  the  prefcnt  at  Icaft  to  examine 
the  particular  ni^it  of  every  claufe  and  condi- 
tion,  vjrhich  canonjy  be  difcaffcd  with  any 
bcneficiai  e^ed,  and  I  fear  only  with  any  can- 
dour, by  commiflioners  on  both  fides,  who 
mall  be  already  .fatisfied  of  the  pure  and  ho^ 
nourable  chara^er  of  the  proceeding  of  the 
Competency  ;of  the  two  parliaments,  and  of 
the  reciprocal  advantage,  dignity,  and  fecuri- 
ty,  which  it,  13  their  objed  to  procure  and 
confirm  to  both.Mngdoms; 

As  to.the  queftion  of  CQihpetericy,  I  fhall 
add  but  ppc  argument  to  thofe  which  have 
^  been  urged  with  fuch  refiftlefs  energy  on  both 
fidejs  of  the  yVi^tjeir  ajid  that,  becaufe  it  is  ad- 
dreflfed  to  thpfe  perfons  whofe  fanciful  and 
dangerous  dodjiaes  vvould  unhinge  the  civi- 
lized 
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llzcd  worfd  5  who  deny  ih6  jxiwci:  of  Miis  and 
govetnhrents  andlegiflat\ii'6s,  ihd  w6uW*"^in- 
>  fcPe  id  plaint  ot  fbtdffe  upbji  dyery  new  cafe  and 
©ccnrfentfe,  tbd  papulation  of  art  empire,  i^ 
cblifea  the  votes  of  hh6\it6rk  and  fhcphfer  J5! 
I  tMnk  the  abfiii^di'tjr  of  thdr  pp'mioh  is 
ittbrgfed  arid  drbwhed  M  its  depfayiVy  j  tBc 
bittci-  malice  dnd  ftibtldty  ttf  thiiir  Ibhenie  fVval- 
lows  up  in  itiadricft  ^rid  i:m^ra^ickble  fb^^ 
Btit  i  would  aflt  the'ni  lipoli  tkff  own  prifi- 
cipfe,  and  accrding  to  tKeii'  own  feafdhing, 
\*hat  right  theBritJfh  Pdfliarrieut  j[)6ffefled  in 
1782,  without  c6rtfli!t1rig  riumericarfiy  tlic 
people  6f^  Britain,  to  fuffferidef  the  fdvereign 
controul  and  fupreirracy  of  the  BritifH  legit 
lature  over  their  colony  in  Ireland  ?  What 
right  had  Britain  t§  abaiidbn  thrdfr  liiillidnsf 
of  Cathoh^cs  to  thfe  difcretidn  of  the  colony, 
without  the  confent  ai  e*^ery  ffibji  dhd  6^fkt^ 
cabin  in  the  four  provinces?  i  would 
afk  thern  what  right  the  pdrRatneint  of  Ire- 
land poffcffed  ifif  i';^8§i,' to  acfcept  that  fatal 

boon. 
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bqpn,  withou|t  cpjnfulting  th^  pcopjp  of  Irq- 
Und^  in  the  fame  mann^i^r?  Do,  they^  ip,?^  tq 
fay  that  parliaments  are  competent    yrhea 
thcmfclves  approve  their  meafures,   and  in- 
competent when  they  differ  from  them?  Does 
the  authority  ofi  the  ftate,   and  the  exercife  of 
the  conftitntion,  depend  upon  their  approba- 
tion or  concurrence  ?  dr  is  parliament  compe- 
tent to  contrad,  and   not  to  refcind  a  con- 
trad— to  bind,  and  not  to  loofen  ?  Do  they 
mean  to  lay  we  had  no  authority  to  cede  the 
colonies  of  America  ?   or  that  we  have  no 
competence  to  fever  Ireland  and  abandon  it 
France?  they  will  not  go  this  length.      I 
know  it,  but  their  argument  does  j  for  it  de* 
nics  the  validity  of  every  legiflative  ad,  of 
every  great,  national  fettlement,   becaufe  the 
votes  of  the  multitude  have  not  been  col- 
leded  per  capita.     It   would    neither  leiave 
order,  government,  nor  authority  in,  ftates,, 
nor  peace  between  them  y  it  would  revoke 
into   doubt  and   litigation  every  ad,  every 

treaty^ 
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treaty,  ai^d    every  principle,  by  which  the 
condaft  of  nations  has  been  gbyernedor  thfeir 

misfortunes  terminated.    \  .  - 


If  it  is  poptended  that  parliaments  ape 
pompetent  tQ  procure  advantage  arjd  general 
good,  but  not  to  part  wifh  or  alienate  thenj  j 
1  fhall  anfwer,  that  this  is  a  begging  of  the 
queftion ;  for  we  affert  the  unioii  to  be  ad yan- 
lage  and  general  good.  But  it  is  not  only' a 
beggingof  the  queftion,  but  a'.confufion,  of 
the  terms ;  for  competency'  does  npt  intend, 
nor  conclude,  nor  refped*  wifdom^  Aij 
ufurper  has  made  wife  and  whdefome  laws, 
arid  a  legal  prince  abfurd  and  liKjuft  oties :  yet 
f  he  ^competency  is  with  the  legal  prince^  For 
For  competency  depends  upon  a  juft  authb- 
rity,  and  riot  upop  the  the  ufc  of  It  This  is 
material  for  me  to  ftate,  who  am  preparing  to 
fhew,  that  the  ad  of  178!^,  (the  legality 
of  which  who  doubts  muft,  in,  my  opinion, 
be  very  weak  or  very  wicked)  was  an  a<a 

very 
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6itr*  prbtcdiiig  ifhade  ?  Was  tlic  property  of 
vScotlandin  the  hands *61P"Engliftimen  ?  Was 
the  parlianient  elected   by  Englifhmen,  and 
compolfed  of  l^ngliihmen  td  the  exclufibn  of 
*  the  antient  occupants  of  the"  foil  ?  fiad  the 
laws,  the  religion,  the  conffitutiqn^  and  the 
^language  and'  the   ftate,   "been    tranfported 
thither  from  this  parent  cbnntry  ?  From  the 
firft  pnion  qf  the  crqwns  to  the  beginning  of 
Queen  Anne's  reign,  the  Jegiflative  union  had 
been-  a  fubjeft  of  deep  deliberation;    •  Scot- 
lapd  had  to  melt  ^nd  blend  ^ith  a  natbn  of 
^•- -foreigners,^*  *  and  with  foreigners '  her  an- 
tient, and,  as  it  wais  then   faid,  her  natural 
'enenaics.  Her  wounds  were  )^tgr^eo  and  ftiff; 
reciprocal  hatreds^  alternateitriamphs,  ^  fron- 
tier defolated  ^nd  famous  frtlm>eternal  warfare, 
and  a  hiftory  (^\t  of  n<Jt|jing  <l>ut  the  injuries 
and  itivafions  of  England  were   but   Iktb 
propitious    to    this    new  '^nd    wife   defigti. 
There  was  much  to  be  forgotteri  orfofgiy6n-— 
natura^^jfealoufi&§i,^  old  -  ^rxtipathies,   riation'ai 
'  ^'    '  '    '.   '  ;     'G  •   '  pride 
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Tbatcft  of  infriguefs,    and  conceded  by  the 
wcakeft  of  mimfters. 

TKit  fhis  "final fettletocrit,**  was  impofli* 
ble  to  laft,  and  tKat  it  did  not  require  the  miC- 
condn^  of  the  colomial  indepeifdent  parlia*^ 
meiit  npoii  rtibfeqtrent  events,  t&  open  men  » 
eyes  upon  its  abfurdky  and  danger,  I  an*  ready 
to'admit  j  and  if  the  mjuitfce  or  folly  of  any 
ttieafure  could  ihake  the  coiipetcncy  of  the 
ad,  I  will  admit  that  this  might  be  invali- 
dated f6r  incompetency* 

:'  l^ortunatefy,  indeed,'  the^mdeperidencc  of 
the  Irilh  colony  which  it  cftablifhed,  as  far  a» 
lay  within  its  power,  was  a  nullity  aftd  a 
cypher.  But  the  dependence  of 'the  native 
upon  the  colony,  it  did  fully  create  and  efta- 
blifb— an  ad  of  injuftioe,  I  am  forry  to  fay, 
which  cannot  be  palliated  by  the  general 
condud  of  the  colody  towards  him.    An? 

ad 


*a  wtiich  carried  d.eip^ir  into  the  hofqtjf. 
of  the  catholics,  aod  pl,*q^  tl^ieir  only  hope 
pf  cmancipatipft  4ippn  the  afliftance  of  fo- 
fcigners,  »nd  the  jni^for tunes  o^  this  coi^q- 

^ry.     .  ... 

It  ke^9  po  hp  the  f^fpn,  tp  i^nder-rate 
jt^e  capacity  ^.q,4  underiland^^g  of  theRoQian 
catholics  of  Ireland  j  but  thoii^h  the  igno- 
rance and  bigotry  pf  ihc  Ipwe)^  claiTes  of 
that  pejrftiafion  are  njp  dpnbt  the  canfe  of 
ipany  cxceffe^,  ^qd  the  inftrument  of  :  all, 
I  c^qnqt  c^ifcoyer  thaj:  the  leaders  of  it 
h^ve  fpcQi]^dn^ed  tbeinfelyes,  as  that  we 
/hpuld  contemi^  pr  look  down  upon  their  abi- 
lities with  any  cpnfcious  pride  of  fuperiority . 
They  knew  that  ^u  independent  Irifh  parlia-r 
rnent — :they  knew  that  the  rcprefentativcs  of 
a  prqteftant  col[ony ,  wop W  nqt  ai\d  could  not 
dare  to  tru{^  the  immenfe  majtpjity  pf  theit 
nation  with  ai\  equality  pf  political  fights 
and  condition.  They  faw  that  what  they 
H  z  looked 
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looked  for  from  the  power  and  magnanimity 
of  Britain,  became  hopelefs  from  the  hands 
of  fettlers,  whofe  weaknefs  made  them  jea- 
lous and  afraid.  They  were  too  confcious  of 
their  own  flrength,  and  too  fond  of  their  title, 
to  deiire  or  cxped  they  ihould  be  ever  trufled 
by  an  ufurper,  whofe  force  they  defpifed,  and 
whofe  right  they  difputed.  They  felt  them- 
felves  abandoned,  and  turned  over  to  the  , 
generofity  bf  a  handful  of  proprietors, 
who  were  too  powerlef^,  and  too  timid 
to  be  merciful  :  and  if  the  independent 
parliament  had  been  compelled  to  make 
the  conceffion,  they  would  have  been  too 
fenfible  of  the  caule  from  which  it  fprung  ; 
they  would  have  called  it  fear  and  not  libe- 
rality, and  they  would  have  feized  the  prof- 
fered boon,  not  as  fatisfidion  and  content, 
but  as  a  ftep  in  the  ladder  of  their  ambition, 
and  an  advanced  poft  in  the  march  of  re- 
venge l^^^'" 

^   Such 
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Such   I  apprehend  were  the  fentiments  of 
the  catholic  and  the   colonift  towards  each 
other,  that  there  could  not  \)c  a  greater  ipi^for- 
tune  to  the  one,  or  injuftice  to  the  other,  thaa 
the  removal  of  that  fupremacy  and  controvil 
of  empire  in  Britain,  which   could  alone  re^ . 
fpcdively  maintain  and  reprefs  them.     And 
if  I  were  to  contemplate  the  ad  of  1782  in 
no  other  point  of  view,  and  without  relatioa 
to  the  internal  ftate  of  the  colony  itfelf,  I 
ihould  not  hefitate  to  condemn  it,  upon  this 
account,  as  the  moft  unjuftas  vvell  as  the  mbft 
unwife  upon  the  ftatute  book.  I  confefs  I  fee 
no  means  that  are  left  us  by  that  ad  while  it 
remains  in  force,  (and  it  cannot  be  refcinded 
without  the  confent  of  the  Irifli  parliament,) 
of  putting  an   end  to  thofe  calamities-aftd 
'  crimes  that  have  flowedfrom it,  except  in  this 
nieafure  of  union  alone.     Arid  if  I  could  be 
brought  to   confider  it  with  lefs  diflike  and 
averlion,  it  would    be  becaufe  I  regard  it  as 
h  avi  ng  prepared  and  accelerated  that  happy  and 

glorious 
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glorious  event,  by  the  evils  it  has  accuQxu- 
lated,  and  by  the  legal  facility  it  has  greeted. 

I  ihall  (hew,  hthxp  I  conclude  thefe  re- 
flexions, what  are  the  peculiar  advantages  it 
offers  to  th?  Roman  catholic^  and  upon  what 
piotives,  alone  it  appears  poflibje  for  him  to 
rejedl  it ;  at  prefent  the  courfe  of  my  argu- 
ment leads  me  to  enquire  whether  the  final 
fettlem^nt  aqd  independence  of  178$^,  have 
been  more  favoun^ble  tq  the  Briti^  colony 
than  to  the  native  pop>ulatk>n. 

The  perfo^s  who  ^rp  tncUqed  tp  think 
or  fpeak  moft  favorably  of  that  a£t  of  "  final" 
fettleppcnt,  arc  thofe  who  cpnfider  it  as  an  ex- 
periment upon  the  part  pf  Britain,,  whether 
her  colony,  which  had  feldom  condu6le4  ih 
felf  withwifdom,pn^dence,  oyjij^ftice  towards 
the  native,  being  at  length  ent^ufted  wjththe 
entire  dominion  of  the  country,  aad  ihvefted 
in  the  complete  legiflative  authority,  vyould 

be 
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fee  able  or  willing  to  devifc  any  wifer  or  mote 
iiberal  meafurcs  for  the  general  govemmetit 
of  the  {)eople.      But  befides  that,  it  is  diffi- 
cult to  conned  the  words  ;^>z^/ and  ^;)^i?r/- 
ment  j  it  feems  more  natural,  if  we  arc  to  fup- 
pofeany  free  confeht  and  fofefightatall,  upon 
the  part  of  England  at  the  clofe  of  the  iaft 
difaftrous  war,  to  fufped'that  it  W^not  in- 
tended, by  the  government  at  le'aft,  to  fut-'    ^ 
teridej:  the  imperial  rights   of  the  parent 
country  for  ever  ;  hut  to  convince  the  ig^ 
norant  ambition  of  the  colony  of  their  uh- 
fitnefs  for  eiiipire,  and   to  prepare,  as  has 
heen  alre4dy  ftated,   their  free  and  formal 
confent  to  their  incorporatidri  5  'while  in  the 
mean  time  it  took  aiway  from  the   indc-- 
penderit  colonial  parliament  all  occafion  and 
pretext  of  charging  the  metrbpolitan  country 
with  any  part  of  their  bwti  mifgovernment 
or  inability  to  govern. 

^^t  even  this  hypothecs,  Iconfcfs^  appears 
te  me  violent  and  improbable,  becaufe  all  the 

real 
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i:eal  and  efFe<flual  change  that  was  operated  in 
the.  colony   by  this  pretended  experiment  in 
the  gift  of  independence,  was  the  mere  fub- 
ftitution  of  influence  in  the  room  of  prero- 
gative, and  of  minifterial  favour   for   par- 
liamentary controuL     The  dependance  was 
not,  nor  could  be  changed  ;  but  the  mode 
and  application  q£  the  principle  were  adopted 
to  a  new  and  a  worfe  pofition,  and  transfer- 
red from  the ,  cpnftitution  to  the  treafury. 
Dependence  is  the  natural  and  the  neceltary 
order  fot  every  colpny  that  ever  was   or  can 
be  planted^   fo  long,  at  leaft,   as  it  requires 
the  aid  ^nd  protedion  of  the  parent  coun- 
try ;  and   to  give  it  the  name  and  qualifica- 
tion of  independence,  while  pature  and  necef- 
iity  forbid  the  fubftance  of  the  thing,   is  to 
betray  and   e^ppfe  it  to  corruption,  and  all 
the  bafe  and  little  paflions  of  avarice  and 
left-handed  ambition.     Did  the  Iriih  colony 
receive  nothing,  then,  by  the  ad  of  1782  ? 
Did  we  confier  nothing  by  thiis  high -found- 
ing 
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ing  term  of  independence  ?  Unfortunately  wc 
gave  a  fatal  boon,  the  kindheft  of  which  will 
be  better  conjcdured  than  explained,  whep  wg 
confider  the  prefent  ftate  Qf  the  ijoidependent 
parliament !  Thece  are,  or  them  wenp  at  the 
time  when  the  .  union  was  firft  pfoppfed  in 
the  Houfe  of  Commons,  one  hundred  an4 
lixteen  placemen  in  that  Affembly,  whofe 
complete  nuniber  does  not  exceed  three  hun- 
dred. I  will  not  comment  upon  this  blufliing 
text,  nor  will  I  fearch  into  thp  r^fl'-book  of 
the  civil  lift  of  Irelafnd*  I  \yifli  only  to  b^ 
underftdod,  and  I  draw  a  veil  over  every 
thing  that  can  difguft  or  in^^mp.  The  pri- 
vilege obtained,  therefore,  ^yas  no.t  to  be  in- 
dependent, .  which  was  impol^ble,  but  the 
privilege  to  be  paid  for  obpdience,  ^yhich  wa^ 
but  too  eafy.  Prerogative  had  difappeared 
with  the  ftatute  of  George  the  firft,  and  cor- 
ruption by  the  law-politic  had  taken  its  placcp 
I  withdraw  my  eyes  from  this  filthy  fpeda- 
cle  J I  leave  to  others  to  detail  a  venal  peerage, 
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and  pcnfloned  lubricity  j  the  Empire  of  the 
Cuftom-houfe,  and  commiflions  in  the  anny 
given  for  fale  to  provofts  or  to  priefta.  But 
let  the  colony  declare  if  ^this  be  the  indepen- 
dence fhe  defired  in  1782?  If  thefe  be  the 
'  bleflings  (he  afpired  to  ?  If  this  is  the  foye- 
reignty  (he  affe^Xed  ? 

The  colony,  however,  gained  ptheradvan* 
tages  from  her  independence,  of  which  it  is 
difficult  to  appreciate  the  extent  and  tkf 
value.     She  augmented  the  number  of  her 
abfenteesby  that  portion  of  hey  wealthy  and 
ambitious  peers  and  commoner?  whom  (he 
annually  deputed  to  court  promotion  and 
emolument  in  the  antichambers  of  the  Trca- 
fury,  and  the  drawing-room  of  St.  James's, 
She  derived  an  addition  to  this  mighty'bene- 
fit  by  the  defpair  and  revolt  of  the  catholic, 
which  rendered  refidence  atltogether  iropof- 
iible,    or  converted  every  feat  and  every 
park  in  the  ifland  into  a  camp  or  a  gar-^ 
rifon.     Thefe  were  but  trifling  advantages, 
6  how- 
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howevet,  of  her  independence,  for  it  was  a 
general,  comprehenfive,  and  pervading  power 
which  detached,  a(id  loofened,  and  difToIved 
the  very  cement  of  her  civil  ftate.  The  tenant 
became  independent  of  the  landlord :  the  pea- 
fant  of  the  farmer ;  the  child  and  the  wife  of 
the  hufband  i  the  individual  of  the  laws,  the 
multitude  of  the  government.  It  tore  the 
fubjed  from  the  ftate,  from  morals,  from 
cuftoms,  from  teKgipn  j  it  armed  every  fed 
^'gainft  each  other  5  it  invaded  the  country, 
and  it  ftill  invites  and  provokes  invafion. 

Do  I  deny  or  palliate  the  participation  of 
the  Englifli  government  in  the  corruptions 
of  the  colony  ?  Necelfity  is  a  plea  I  will 
never  fuftain  for  fraud  or  force,  for  tyranny 
or  fedudion.  But  it  requires  a  very  ftern  and 
rigid  virtue  to  rcjedit  altogether  here,  where 
the  alternatives  were  fo  dangerous  and  fo 
cruel ;  for  the  colony,  as  I  have  already 
fliewn,  by  her  own  ingratitude  and  viplence, 
I  9  had 
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lia<i  extorted  from  her  bleeding  parent  that 
f^andora  gift;  and  (he  continued  toabufe;; 
her  fatal  weaknefs  with  new  demands,  alnd' 
even  menaces.  But  the  q^ueftion  is  not  hete 
to  impeach  4  delinquent,  but  to  fhew  and 
^rovc  the  body  bf  the  crime.  It  is  of  the 
guilt,  and  not  the  guilty,  that  we  dire  enquir- 
ing y  but  if  we  fhould  fix  the  perfon;,  and 
deliver  up  the  criminal,  how  can  this  *'  inde- 
penderit"  Parliament  proceed  ot  profecute  ? 
At  what  bar,  and  befoi?e  what  tribunal  can  it 
impeach  him  ?  Do  you  not  fee  at  every  ftep, 
how  vifionary,  how  falfe  and  illufory  is  this 
fatal  prcfent  f  This  independence  which  cor- 
rupts and  cannot  fave,  which  betrays  and 
Cannot  proted,  which  injures  and  cannot 
iven  avenge  ? 

We  hear  now,  indeed,  but  for  thd  firft 
time,  aftd  from  thofe  who,  till  now^  have  never 
•^  ceafed  to  deplore  the  wretchednefs  and  cala- 
mities of  the  colony,  that  it  has  improved  and 
thriven  fince  her  boafted  acquifition  of  inde- 
pendence j 
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petidencc ;  or  as  they  affed  to  fcall  it,  in  thfc* 
language  of  commerce,  inftead  of  policy,  fincc 
the  diffolution  of  the  partnerfhip.    But  both 
their  affertion  and  their  term  are  falfeand  ill* 
chofen ;  for  jt  is  eafy  to  prove  (and  it  has  • 
been  proved  beyond  the  power  of  replication) 
that  Ihe  has  improved  only  where  the  part-- 
nerfhip  remained  and  flourifhed,  and  that  (he 
has  decayed  and  perilhed  wherever  the  con- 
nexion has  expired,  or  been  fufpended.     She 
has  improved  in  induftry  and  commerce,  bc- 
caufe  for  thefe  (he  remained  dependent  upon 
the  power,  the  tutelaty  care,  and  generofity  of 
Bngland.     She  has  thriven  only  in  matters 
beyond  the  reach,  control,  and  authority  of 
her  independent  parliament,  and  there  only, 
and  precifely  fo  far  as  fhe  has  been  upheld 
by  the  provideiace  and  the  purfe  of  England. 
Can  her  independent  parliament  preyent  the 
legiflature  of  Britain  from  repealing  the  duties 
(he  impofes  upon  foreign  conipetiton,  or'  the 
bounties  flie  grants  on  the  re-exportation  of 
Irjfli  manufadures  ?  or  are  thefe  favours  the 

gift 
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gift  of  the  parliament  of  Dublin  f  The  caiifc, 
therefore,  of  this  profperity  is  not  itidepen* 
dence  ^  and  in  her  political  flate^where  indeed 
fhe  has  diffolved  the  partnerfliip,  and  become 
as  independent  as  I  have  Ihewn,  I  (hould  not 
fear  to  afkof  Mr.  Grattan  himfelf,  whether 
Ihe  has  improved  there  ?  if  fhe  has — ^her 
folly  has  been  profperous ;  her  corruptions 
and  her  mifgovernroent  have  been  wife  and 
happy.  Her  promifes  and  compromilcs  with 
the  catholic  and  the  diflcnter,  with  emanci- 
pation and  reform,  have  been  pnident  and 
juft  J  her  Gonfpiracies,  her  infurredions,  are 
fortunate  and  good.  If  fhe  has  improved  in  her 
internal  flate,  it  is  becaufe  rebellion  and  mar- 
tial law  are  advantages,  becaufe  anarchy  arid 
murder  are  booils  from  heaven  j  becau  fe  r  ape 
and  maflTacre,  and  pillage  and  fires,  and  defo- 
latioi}  are  benefits  and  bleffings  to  mankind  ! 

Now  I  would  afk,  if  it  be  pofliblc  to  devife 
a  milder  or  a  kinder  remedy  for  all  thefe  evils 

(for 
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(for  as  fuch  I  am  pcrverfe  and  blind  enough 
to  confider  them)  than  that  of  union  with 
the  parent  ftate  ?  With  a  ftate,  whofe  man- 
ners canqot   fail  to  foften  and  civilize  this 
wretched  and  exafperated  race  ?  With  a  ftate 
whofe  power  can  comprefs  thefe  fadions  j 
^ho  has  ftrength  to  be  generous,  and  cou- 
rage to  be  juft  ?  The  colony  has   learned  in 
.  ^  blopdy  fcbool  the  vanity  of  her  ambition  ; 
.  ihe  feels  tli^at  fhe  is  not>  and  cannot  be  inde- 
.  pendept  of  this  fpftaining  hand,  whifch  fuc- 
:  cours  and  upholds .  he^     Three  millions  of 
.  natives  and  catholics  forbid  it.     And  though 
.  fhere  may  be  men  of  ferocious  minds,  who 
;  would   ei^terminate    the    natives  ^    though 
I  have  heard  an   atrocious  policy  avowed 
ip    the  public    councils,    by    vv^^^^^h    they 
v^ere   to    be  armed,    and  let   loof^   upon 
-  each  other ;    though  I  have  heard  thp  offer 
of  union  ^ondempe^  as  a   remedy  inade- 
quate to  the  evil,  and  the  ialyation  of  the  few 
^fferted  to  depend  upon  the  extirpation  of 

the 
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the  majority  ;  that  the  catholics  njuft  be  ex- 
tinguifhed,  and  put  out;    that  not  a  fingle 
Rohilla  of  them  all  can  be  left  with  impu- 
nity ;    though    I  have  heard  thefe  fangui- 
nary  dodrines  pollute  the  walls  of  a  Houfe 
of  Parliament,  I  am  fatisfied  thejr  are  con- 
fined to  a  very  few  breads  not  wickeder  than 
they  are  weak.     T  think  the  Britifh  miniftty 
are  entitled  to  the  higheft  praife  for  the  can- 
dour and  the  loftineft  of  their  councils.     I 
think  the  attempt  is  worthy  of  the  great  and 
generous  nation  over  which   they  prefide  j 
gnd  as  it  appears  to  me  impoflible  to  recon- 
cile the  native  and  the  fettler  without  incor- 
porating the  whole,  and  adopting  them  both 
into  the  virtues,   the  modera.tion,  and   the 
magng^nimity  of  Britain,  I   am   defirous  of 
giving  to  this  meafufe  of  theirs  the  ftrikft 
^nd  moft  unqualified  applaufe  and  approba- 
tion.    Independence  is  out  of  the  queftion  ; 
it  is  of  the  forpis  of  dependence  that  it 'is 
alone  important  to  enquire,  and  if  I  knew  of 

•     any» 
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'any,  milder,  more  iiberil,  and  more  bene^-* 
ciil  to  Ireland  than  union  is,  that  form  of 
dependance  I  would  prefer  and  offer  for  the 
government  of  our  Colony.  For  it  is  only 
when  the  colony  and  the  natives  are  united 
and  loft  in  each  other,  that  the  Anglo-Iriflr 
will  ceafe  td  be  dependent.  It  is  then  that 
they  will  fufe  and  blend  together  with  the 
empire  at  large,  and  become  as  independent 
as  Scotland  is,  or  Yorkfliire  or  Cornwall. 

It  is  with  coniiderable  pain  and  difguft 
that  I  dwell  upon  thofe  obftacles  to  the  ac- 
complifliment  of  this  generous  plan,  which 
.  appear  to  me  as  the  moft  powerful  and  ef- 
fedlive  in  the  minds  of  out  own  colony,  and 
of  the  Roman  catholics  of  Ireland.  "  For  as  to 
the  motives  of  the  United  Irilhmen,  it  were 
abfurd  in  their  oppofition  to  feek  for  any, 
but  their  love  of  anarchy  and  confufioQ,  their 
project  of  pillage  and  revolution,  and  their 
devotednefs  to  any  cauie  and  any  power  that 
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CzA  pfotrad  the  miieries  and  convtiUiong 
of  their  coxmtrjk  To  fcarch  for  ipolitical- 
objedg  in  the  bofbtxiS  (bf  con%arators  who 
have  none  but  to  prolong  their  crimes^ 
and  procraftinate  their  pUiilihment  4  who 
feck  in  revolt  Revolt  only^  and  inevil  evil, 
i$  to  i^ut  iQ£n!i  reafon  to  a  harder  talk  than 
if  necefltary  or{)raidi<;able  with  fuccelB. 

Cei-tainty  k  virattid  not  be.j)offibl€  for  any 
grdat  part  of  the  Britifli  fettlers  in  Ireland  to 
prefer  ,th«r  prefent  ikte  of  anxiety  and  fiaf- 
fering  to  the  plan  of  union  and  ineorppiiatioQ  ^ 
that:  is  held  out  to  them,  unleis  there  lingered 
in  their  nind  fqme  hope  or  longing  after 
another  ilTue  ;of  their  prefent  difficulties  »ui 
evils/   it  is  the  Jacobin  of  ^nature  onfyi  thai  {] 

de%hts  in  the  crontinuation  of  the  predent 
wretch^dnefs ;  but  I  am  afraid  there  ka 
JacobinifiwL  of  policy,  which  induces  fom« 
men  to  he&r  with  or  .prolong  evils  iiifce^uble 
€)f  an  «tarlier  termination,  in  the  ho{^  of  more 

ad  van- 
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^vantage  to  thamfe^ve^^  (^  greater  tri^iki]^ 
in  the  iiTua.  I  confe&  I  &ar  that  there  are 
j(m<mgft  our  fettles  in  Ireland  ibme  vmxc^ 
letting  minds  iirho  expedaxid  prefer  another 
ecnclufion  pi  thesiomeft^  and  very  dtfierent 
feom  dnrs  ;  the  horrible  principle' \rbich  hsist 
boon  difdoiied  even  in  Ehglai^i)  induces  ine 
vet  J  fhrongly  fro  apprdiend^  that  diere  i^^im 
obftacle  in  a  part  of  die  colony  mor^  hbftiid 
and  ^rmidable  to  tliepir6}e£led  Uv loiKy  'than 
tke  hope  ^  b(nng  enahkd  by  t&e  arms,  and 
tresKfiif  e^fthe  motber-?cimntry  ta  obeainfudt 
sktiJed;  and  definitive  fuccefs  bk  iJifcdTB 
var^  as:  to  enabie^  their  ^  Im&spendhntPact 
Hattvooi^'^  toittaint  and  coiififcatft  che  re^ain^ 
ing  i^art  of  the  property  of  Indaasdi  aot  a(Sbi« 
iilly  in  the  occupjOibn  of  thatizoiooy. 

I  iaiDvr  dus  ungenerous  and  iangudiutry 
fentiment  is  partial  and  limited  indeed ;  and 
I  truft  )he  execntivis  and  paraoiauQt  autjio^- 
ricy  iadefeafibleinEnglandy  tho'  no  logger 

K  a  legally 
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legally  cxifting  in  its  legiflature,  will  neve? , 
iknifiion  this  atrocious  and  premeditate4 
fcheme  of  infktiable  avarice^  and  imneceflary 
revenge*  For  it  is  abfplutely  impoiliblc  to 
fuggeft  upon  what  ground  their  private  ava- 
rice can  be  recommended  as  a  national  and 
public  feheme,  or  by  what.motives  our  co-? 
lony  will  attempt  to  induce  us  to  purchafe 
for  them  through  feas  of  guilt  and  blood,  this 
cruel  advantage,  of  treading  out  the  native 
Irifh,  and  becoming,  in  a  very  new  and  dif- 
ferent ferifcy  **  independent'*  of  ourfclves*  I 
coufefs  I  do  ifot  tibinkthey  have  fo'uf<^  tte 
nominal  and  fictitious  independence  they  en- 
joyed, as  that  by  any  found  andrational  po^ 
licy  we  could  be  authorized  to  concede  a  ipor^ 
real  and  effedlive  reparation. ;/     _    :  . 

If  the  only  obftacle  to  union  in  thebofbm 

of  our  colony  is  this  criminal  and  flagitious 

hope  of  deriving  from    our  vidlbries;  an 

-unjuft  and  mifer&jble  fucfcde  of  fl^very  and 

'  '\    '  '    '  plunder. 
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fdimder,  I  am  fearful  that  it  is  impoffible  to 
affigi>,  after  every  allowance  for  paffion  and 
for  prejudicci  a  better  or  a  .more  pardonable 
l^a  for  the  refusal  or  the  filence  of  the 
catholic.:  Revenge, .  and  the  . hope  of  prey^ 
are  hi^.undifguifed  motives;  and  he  is  only 
fo  far  lefs'abfurdor  Jefsguilty  than  the  colo-* 
nift  Ljhaye  defcrib^d,  as  he  believes  himfelf 
«)h9ve  a  right,  according  to  the  dpcSb-incs  of 
inipreferiptibility,  to  polTefs  the  lands,  which 
aOitinae,  no  length  of  pofieiEoacan.alienate, 
no  i^c^uiefcence  transfer;  and  as  he  relies 
for  hii  hope  of  .fuccefs  upon  a  government^ 
whic^  a*  ■  it  w.ere  .  ftorix :  thfi  Vf^ry  center  iarid 
focus  of  robbery,  adopts  and  affifts  every 
fyft^m,.  anjd  every  fpecics  of  plu^nder,  every 
attack  lippn  eypr^^ppfTeffion^  pjvery  inhpvatioia 
pf,  riglu  ai^d  principle,    and  law  and  pro-? 

.    I  think  neither   of    thefe  hopes  will,  h^ 
f fQjtvne^  with  fuccefs,    becaufe  the  Britifli 
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f  o?<iro]neat  will  nercr  eipouie  tii^  prime  cf 
the  colonift,  and  becaufe  the  French  direct 
tdry  will  never  be  able  to  gratify  the  vesta 
geance  and  the  aTarice  of  the  cadioUe.  7kf 
catholic  republic  may  ib^d  well  in  theeitfv 
« of  inebriated  rebels^  whofe  crimes  have  tSM 
them  off  from  thdtr  connery  as  long  as  ife 
fhall  be  adminiftered  under  any  form  <^  go* 
Tcmment^  under  any  order  whatjfoeven  It 
may  found  well  and  lofty  in  the  ears  of  ig« 
Boraot  ai^d  inflated  confpirators,  and  che  a^ 
furdity  and  iblecifm  of  the  term  it&lf  may 
not  be  difcoveited  by  minds  con&unded  by 
tlieir  terrors^  and  furious  from  their  crimesv 

The  ff  Gatbolk  RepubRcf^  at  anodicrtime. 
I  Ihotrld  be  tempted  tp  a&  hoxv  a  cathoEc 
republic  ?ould  exift,  or  |iow  could  it  be  pro- 
J6ded  by  men^^  who  in  all  thdr  dreamy  of 
innovation  and  reform  have  had  no  vifion  of 
a  ptefbyterian  monarchy,  or  a  democratkal 
Mobility.     The  ^«   CaihMf  R&pubHcr'    and 
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wbat  is  to  become  of  the  hierarchy  ^  what.of 
divine  right  ?  ^  what  of  indefeafible  fucceffion  i 
But  this  abfurd  and  contradidlory  term  may 
teach  US  fpmething ;  it  betrays  the  meafure 
of  tibcir  capacity  for  whom  it  is  de%ned  j  it 
j3iews  how  low^  how  ignorant,  how  bbtufe 
if  the  dupe,  how  mean  che  vidim,  the 
priefts  of  anarchy  prepare.  A  oidiolic  re«- 
public !  what  ?  by  the  fide,  and  cinder  the 
wing  of  a  republic  of  atheifts  I  a  catholic 
republic  guaranteed  by  the  ex-bifhop  Talley- 
rand, and  the  doatiog  theorphilantfax«|^i(l 
Lepeau  ?  What  I  will  the  titular  biihops^  of 
Ireland,  will  men .  of  learning,  humanity, 
and  piety,  do  homage  to  the  fee  of  inj^c* 
lity,  and  receive  tiering  and  thecrofier  from 
the  iapoilate  Sy eyes,  or  from  Ali-Buonaparte  ? 
Do  they  not  i^e  this  ^(iathoUc  republic  is  a 
republic  of  chairmen  and  fruiit-pickers?  That 
it  is  the  deKpotifmof  ignorance  and  flrength, 
of  brutal  vices,  and  of  numbers?  That  it  is 
the  downfall  of  allxelijgion,  and  of  all  order 

and 
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knd  gradation,  the  pillage  of  property,  and 
the  firft  half  only  of  a  revolution  ? 

Surely  the  virtuous  catholic  will  prefer 
even  the  exifting  order,  ^  and  the  fexifting 
opprefSons,  ^to  this  fpecies  W  emancipation 
.  and  liberty.  He  will  not  trample  on  the 
icrofs  of  Chrift,  for  a  licence  to  trade  in 
municipalities  and  departnvents  j  he  "will 
not  deny  or  abjure  his  faith|.  to  traffic  in 
anarchy  and  republics  ;  and  he  will  rather 
try  at  leaft  this  new  and  kinder  order,  this 
chriftian  union,  by  which  he  is  called  into 
*i  the  free  privileges  of   an  Englifhman,    and 

placed  by  the  fide  of  a  fitter  and  a  tolerating 
church* 

It  is  impoffible  to  fuppofe  that  a  ^  greater 
duty  can  ever  be  laid  upon  men,  than  what 
has  now  fallen  upon  the  fincere  and  enlight- 
ened catholic  of  Ireland.  He  has  revenge 
and  hopes  of  intereft  to  facrifice  in  the  caufe 

of 
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of  God  and  man ;  but  revenge  is  almoft 
iatiated  in  feas  of  civil  blood,  and  his  hope 
6f  perfbnal  advantage,  is  the  pillage  of  a 
VB^reck  in  Which  he  runs  thd  common  dan- 
ger—He has  early  prejudices  to  conquer ; 
but  adverlity  is  a  great  teacher,  and  the 
wholefome  lefTons  of  calamity  ftill  vibrate  on 
his  ear — a  great  change  is  propounded  to 
him,  and  he  is  called  to  the  rights  of  citizett- 
fhip,  not  by  the  defperate  cry  of  infidels  and 
regicides,  but  by  the  free,  ipontaneous,  and 
liberal  v'oice  of  a  great  and  chriftian  king^ 
dom,  (peaking  his  own  language,  governed 
by  the  fame  lav^s,  having  the  fame  tnt^efts, 
the  fame  mutual  relations,  the  fame  endear^ 
ing  bonds,  the  fame  defence,  and  die  iame 
neceifity-— by  a  kingdom  to  which  he  is 
imited  by  die  natural  order  before  the  poli^ 
deal,  and  by  the  divifion  of  the  globe  itlelff 
before  the  civil  invendons  and  relations  of 
(bciety* 


His  duty  and  his  real  intercft,  I  think  it 
cannot  be  denied,  -are  evident  upon  the  fame 
fide.  His  religion  is  not  lefs  .  threatened 
th^n  the  ftat^  ^od  .property  of  the  colony. 
Will  he  fuffer  the-  proteftant  to  take  the 
lead,  and  to  do  that  for  his  temporal  good, 
which  he  himfelf  ihall  ncgled  pr  oppofe^ 
though  for  his  eternal  good  ?  Will  he  delay 
to  undeceive  an  ignorant  population,  that 
look  up  to  him  fqr  inftrudlion  and  example  ? 
WM^  be  defer  to  unfurl  the  f^cred  banner^ 
and  to  call  back  the  deluded  rebel  from  the 
colours  of  Infidelity  ?  Will  he  refufe  tp  tell 
him  that  he  is  deceived  and  mifled,  and  that 
,the  fole  danger  he  ought  to  apprehend  tphis 
religion,  is  from  his  infidel  allies^  from  his 
,  impious  confederates,  theperfecutorsof  God 
and  man,  who  hav^  fwornto  extirpate  it 
from  the  earth,  ^  and  cruiSb  the  crofs  to 
duft? 


If 
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If  any  well-difpofcd  and  enlightened  i^^^ 
man,,  of  eitlier  religion,  is.  aveffe.  to  t^c 
tJniQn,  I  think  it  is  incuroBent  upon  Hini  to 
fhew,  ei'ther'that  tlie,prefent  order  of^things 
is  good  and  defirablc  in"  itfelf,  or  blfe  ribat 
it  is  capable  of  modiiication.  andapiend* 
mcnt.  But  thefe  are  tafks.  T  ani  confident 
no  fuch  perfon  will  undertake,  j  ikc'£irii\ 
bccaufe  the  diredl  converfe  is  jjalgaWe  aild 
confefledrj  and  the  fecond,  becaufcth'e  con^ 
ipirators  themfelves  have  declared^  uppp 
oath,  and  in  conterh'plation  of  death,  that 
no.  modification  or  change,  jio  reform  or 
emancipation,  will  fatisfy  or  appeafe  them. 
Their  fanaticifin  is  of  a  higher  order  ;  i^^J 
will  accept  of  nothing  but  this  very  catKblic 
republic,,  under,  the  prot^dlion  of  the  atneift; 
republic.;,  ^nd  to  be  a  free  ^^nd  iniperial  part 
of  a  ^hriOian  emp;r6,:  neither  meets  their 
de-votiQn*  npr  gratifies  their  ambition. . 

JL  2  Another 
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Anodier  reafon  why  fuch  a  peHxm  will  not 

fupport  the  argument  df  modification,  is 

this  i  becauie  he  knows  the  mihappy  iri6iim^ 

of  the  refined  malice  of  republican  atheifm 

are  led  away,  not  by  the  hope  pr  wifh  of  re^ 

form  or  emancipation,  but  by  fuggeftions 

that  their  religf on  is  in  danger }  becaufe  he 

knows  the  cruel  power  pf  artifice  and  de* 

fign  upon  the  devout  and  agitated  bofomof 

poor  and  honed  ignorance,  facrificing  all 

things,  fu£[ering  all  thiilgs,  and  daring  all 

things  in  the  caufe  fuppofed  of  religion. 

I  am  not  often  teippted  to  ufc  hard  words  j 
but  if  ever  there  was  a  deviliih  artifice  on  the 
earth;  if  ever  there  were  any  wickednefs 
more  near  Jfnd  natural  to  hell  itfelf  than  other 
crimes  and  atrocities,  it  is  this  foill,  unre- 
lenting, common  mockery  of  both  pcrfua- 
fions,  this  cruel  facri^ce  of  chriftian  bloody 
by  tjie  inftigation  and  malice  of  infidelity. 

it 
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It  IS  the  arming  of  religious  feds  at  the  bid-^ 
4ing  of  impiety ;  it  is  the  maflacre  of  chrif^ 
tians  by  the  pr^^ce  of  »thei£]ts. 

That  this  order  therefore  can  ncTer  (land 
is  made  certain,  by  the  hatreds  it^ngenders» 
by  the  fa<^ions  that  attack  it,  bytheponvic- 
t^on  itfelf  of  its  approaching  fall.  But  that 
the  precarious  and  partial  conn^exipn  between 
the  two  ijOiands  icapnot  Ifift  upon  the  prefent 
footing^  Is  npt  fo  clearly  deducible,  frpm 
the  experience  of  the  p^ft,  from  the  debate^ 
in  Ireland  upon  wa;*  and  peace,  and  the  fc- 
parating  policy  of  its  parliament  in  thf  ri;r 
^en^y  bills  j  as  from  the  nature x)f  the  thing 
itfelf,  and  the  real,  neceflary,  and  ind?feafi- 
bk  dependance  of  Ireland,  in  fpite  of  the 
l^gal  ap4  formal  indjependence.  The  prefent 
order  is  at  war  with  the  order  of  nature,  and 
the  law  of  aeceflity  ;  and  whether  it  fhall  be  ^ 
overthrown  or  not  by  a  feparate  regency,  or 
by  contradidory  votes  upon  peace  and  war, 

it 
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it  only  exifts  at  all  by  being  conftantly  evad-i 
cd,  and  in  exadl  proportion  to  the  violence 
it  receives.  In  times  of  tranqmllity,  (if  one 
might  dream  of  thofe)  it  muft  be  tamed  by 
corruption  into  the  control  and  obedience  of 
England:  in  Mrar  it  muft  either  partake* of 
force  in  the  dangers  of  England,  orbe  fbb-* 
dued  by  her  as  her  firft  and  moft  dangerous* 
^nemy.  It  is  I'ufpended  altogether  by^dic/ 
l^refent  divided  ftate,  and  the  coloniffs  hav- 
ing thrown  themfelves  into  thearms*of  theii* 
J>arent country,  for  protecSion  agairift France* 
^d  againft  the  nation  where  they  have 
fettled,  have  fully  proved  how  impofliBle  ii 
the  reality  of  independence,  and  how  dan- 
gerous the  illufion, 

Tl^at  the  prefent  order  cannot  laft,  aiicf 
ought  not  to  be  re-eftablilhedi  arifesalfoout 
of  the  ftate,  dangers,  and  neceffities  of  Eng- 
land herfeif.  It  is  impoffible  for  her  to  adopt 
as  any  part  of 'a  fettled  and  permanent  poli- 
f:y,  the  protedlion  of  her  colony  under  the 

prefent 
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prelent  circumftancea^  and  to  afie<5t  to  hold 
her  up.  in  every  danger,  commotion,  and  ge- 
neral infur-redion, -to  which  this  fatal  fyftem 
qxpofc$  her.  It  were  better  for  England  that 
her  colony,. and  the  whole  iiland  of  Ireland 
were;precipiutcd  to  the  bottom  of  the  ocean^ 
than  that  they  ihould  remain  to  her  the 
charge,  the  danger,  and  the  diftradion  they 
have  beoii^,  in  a  war  la  lArhich  ihe  pofiefTed 
nq  hope  of  efcape  or  vi<5lory,  no  chance  of 
lalvation,  but  Unanimity*  It  were  better 
Ireland  were  blotted  from  the  map,  and  ex^ 
piinged  from  the  lift  of  lutions,  than  that  fhe 
ihould  remain  this  diveriion  of  our  power 
and  force^  this.arfenal  of  attack  and  injury, 
Uxis  fburxre  of  danger  and  annoyance,  and  this 
devourtn^,gulph  of  our  blood  and  refources« 

It  refults  clearly,  and  beyond  the  power  of 
equivocation  to  contradict  or  evade,  that  if 
the  fcttlemeiitof  1782  were  final;  if  it  were 
meant  and  defiguied  not  only,  as  I  think  it 

was. 


C   60   ) 

Was,  by  th^  two  parliaments  who  cbntra^ccf^ 
but  by  the  minifters  who  planned  itj  as  i 
definitive  fettlcmcnt ;  I  fay,  itfcfults  clearly 
in^  point  of  faa,  that  the  minifters  and  the 
parliaments  hare  been  deceived  j  that  it  hag 
not  proved  what  they  intended  j  that  it  ha» 
not  produced  the  cflFca  they  had  in  contem- 
plation ;  and  that  they  did  one  thing,  whild 
they  ftipulated  another.  Inftead  of  a  final 
iettlement,  they  procured  eternal  fends  and 
rebellion— inftead  of  independence,  acom^c 
dependence — inftead  of  imperii!  identity, 
diftin<f^  regencies  and  contradictory  tides  in 
thetrrown  itfelf,  with  difcttflions  upon  war 
and  peace*— inftead  of  content,  commotioa 
—inftead  of  order,  treafon*-*«inftead  of  gra- 
titude and  afiedion,  and  tranqmUity,  fb* 
reiga  counfels,  bloody  conipiracies^  and 
general  infurredion. 

What  then  are  thefe  final  contra^,  which 
SLO^Nl^e  nor^rror,  no  repentance,  ribr  cxpe* 

rience 
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itencec^  ill  canloofenw  aabitid  ?  What  ard 
the  grants,  which  neither  deception  in  the 
giver,  Uor  injury  to  theendowed,  can  defeat 
m-aroid?  Shall  an  improper  grant  of  the 
crown  be  fet  afide  in  the  cofurts  of  law  for 
want  of  tilie  prefmnedinfbrmatibn  in  the  fb-* 
vereign,'  andan  i^&of  ftate,  in  whkh  nationt 
asre  d^cei^red  and  mifledy  be  perpetual,  in 
f^te  of  eaiperinunt  a]idremor&?  Are  the 
people  O'f  IrdiaBd  mafl^ved  and  ftanr^d?  U 
En^nd  exhaufted,  and  expo&d  ta  tyfUtf 
Wound  of  war  and  ii^rredtioh,  and  yet  we 
muibfian<tt6<theconditiffii?  Wemuftinhe^ 
rit,  iaiipiteof  ournwn  difclaim;  we  mud 
talseiaiswilUng,  thebenefit  of  theentail,  and 
enjoy  theffewlnnple  of  our  calamities  I  Would 
Ibteaktheatizetreaty weha^efigned?  Would 
I  violate  the  faidi  of  Paiiiamoit  i  would  I 
YeiumetfieqontroulwehaveabandoiKd,  and 
the  independence  to  which  we  have  fublcrib« 
Cdi  *  I  ^i^uld  nofdo  k ;  becaufe  We  can  do 
better^  becm^  ve  can  incorporate  and  »di^ 

M  mit 
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joklrtfkncl  into  our  owftinipcriil  flat^j  bd* 
caufe  we  dm  advancd  injftedd  of  receding  j 
becaiife  we. can  confer  advantages,  and  pri-* 
vilegej,  and  fafety,  and  perfed  liberty,  in- 
fteadof  returning  to  the  crude  ftate  of  colony 
andmctropolisT— becaufe,  inftead  of  depend- 
fuc^aEadcprotedlion^  we  can  ofier  tinion  and 
idendty  of  power  aiid  flate  j  iriftead  of  in- 
feriority, participation ;  inftead  of  humilii- 
rtofl,  glorjl  But  would  I  do  it  in  anycafe^ 
and  juKfct  any  arc^woaftatices  I  It  ia  not  kit 
,to  do*— it.is^done  aki^dy  by  necefllty,  an4 
the  nature  of  thidLgatkemfelT«&,  which  parchr 
mcnts  cannot  alter.  But  I  would  dd  i|- .  By 
whg^  law?  By  what  right?  Not  for  error, 
nbtfor  iocompetfence*— butby  that  law  which 
Heavcfnitfelf  has  ordained,  that  the  faf cty  of 
the  people  fliofuld  be  the  law  fupreji>e  j  by 
t^hat  fstern^il  paramount  audtu>rity,  by  which 
*very  lavrful  conflitution,  under  every  fortti 
*nd  name  of  human  Society,  holds,  at  every 
^momenti  the  full,  ahfojute,  entire,  andper- 

fea 
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feft  fcvereign  right,  (with  its  correfpondent 
duty)  to  redrcfs  every  evil,  to  provide  f<fr 
every  emergency,  to  defend  the  people  from 
€very  danger,  and .  to  fycconr  them  vindct 
every  calamity^  '     , 

The  morel  examine  the  antlent  policy  and 
condudkpf  England,  vvith  regard  to  Ireland,  I 
beg  leave  to  repeatit,  the  inore  kind  and  g6i- 
nerotis  I  find  it  tdw&rds  the  colony^  aad  I 
tliink  her  only  real  reproach  has  lieca,  ne- 
gled  of  the  natives:  ^ve^how,  diat  the mii^ 
govqrmnent  and  nusfortuhes  of  thecdoi^ 
feem,  perhaps,  tocallforadlsof  rigour^  ^nd 
forfeiture  J  what  is  the  coridu6t  of  the  jpafeiit 
'ilate,  and  what  the  language  Ihe  holds  to  her 
libertine?  Does  flie  refdnjc  her  chai^^rff! 
Dpes  flie  cancel  her  jgranta  ?.  Does  flie  revoke 
the  independence  he  has  extprted  from  her^ 
or  place  him  in  a  ftate  of  pupilage  ag^n  ?  Nt>. 
She  entreati*  With  maternal  fondnefa  to  draw 
clofbr,  for  the  conimon  benefit  and  fafety^ 
M2  tl^o^ 
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thofe  bonds^  which  have  always  knit  theqi 
together  in  intereit^and  s^fiediou*.  She  der 
jires  but  to  confirm  and  itreng.thea  tha^t  VLEA^f 
VKiosr^  which  has  ftlways  fubfiiled  het^ee^ 
them,  in  fpite  of  political  names,  and  leg^ 
diftindlions.  She  wiflies  to  protcd  him  ftill^ 
but  with  more  e^c^cy  and.  vigour,  and  ta  be 
able  to  extend  her  beneficience  to  three  mil- 
lions of  wretched  natives,,  whpii*.  he  qarmot 
jopjprefs  but  with  her  arms»  nor  deliver  bii? 
with  his  own  ruin»  ^ut  wh^t  are.  the  term|( 
(^f  this  protedlipn,  and  what  the  price  Ihe 
lets  upon  her  beneficience?  Jjs  it  the  furren^ 
dcr  of  territory?  Is  it  taxation?  Isitth^ 
abandonixient  of  any  good,  or  of  any  ppwerf 
)  America  coipplaiiied  that  fhg  was  taxed  wkh^ 

\  out  repref^ntation,  but  Irelan4.is  invited  tq 

fend  aQ  hundred  commoners,  and  an  equal 
proportion  of  her  peers*  But  is  not  this 
number  adequate  and  fufficient?.  Scotland, 
with  more  than  double  tlxe.  population  of 
the  colony  (for  the  native  is  ciot  yet  repre- 
ientcd  at  all)  has  never  made  this  com^ 

plaint. 


plaint*  'She has  never  com^lainect  of  knj 
^ofiUjinauon  x)f  the  Engiifh  teajoritf  to  op* 
preia  her  counties,  or  luffieAed  fuch  an  tn« 
jurjr,  more  than  Yorkfhire or  Cornwall.  She 
has  never  xqmplained  that  h^r  people  did 
not  enjoy  their  full  proportion  of  public 
o%:|py  emolument,* '  and  power,  and  of  thii 
favours  an^Y^ountenance  of  thd  crow6.  Her 
^influence  i^  tike  Britiib  cabinet,  on  the  V:dn^ 
£rary>  has^  been  the  burthen  of  Englifli  jca* 
^oufy,  •  the  ^me  of  conftant  invrfli've,  and 
fometii^esi^  of  deep  and  ferious  accufaeion; 
pirtOgnglan4  ^^  never  been  jiccufed,  by  thfc 
Ji^lacJ^eft  malice  <>f  irritated  recrimination,  of 
|ii^  Icaft  li5^ufticfc^  urik^rtdn^fr,  oi*  prejudice; 
againft  the  united  Jcing^pm.  What  jiift,  or 
father  what  poffible  reafon  is  there  for  Ire- 
land to  apprehend^  againft  the  experience  of 
fi  whole  century  ?  *  Were  the  thoughts  <^ 
pngland  hoftile  and  defigning,  fhe  would  not 
prefent  this  Union.  She  would  fay  to  her 
jpolony — You  have  abufed  and  mifgoverned, 

and 
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and  are  incapable  to  govern,  and  therefore 
your  power  is  forfeited,  and  yonr  right  re* 
verted ; — ^you  have  been  a  bad  mafter,  I 
cancel  your  authority ; — ^you  have  been  a  bad 
child,  and  I  difinherit  you.  This  would  be 
the  language  of  the  angry  parent.*— Let  jx^ 
iiften  to  her  accents :  "  Let  us  govern  tc^ 
gether."  Is  that  cruel,  oroppreflive,  or  un- 
juft  ?  "  Come  and  take  your  feat  in  my 
council  and  my  fenate :"  Is  that  hayd  or  un-?- 
natural  ?  ^  Come,  and  let  us  confult  toge- 
ther for  the  common  caufe  in  the  imperial 
fenate  of  both  iflands ;  depute  your  portion 
of  wifdom  and  virtue  ;  tafce  your  fhare  in 
the -general  adminiftration  :*'  Is  this  partial^ 
or  exclufive,  or  ungenerous  ? 

Is  it  ungenerous  in  England,   to  give  thi* 
end  to  the  local  calamities  of  Ireland^    and 

call 
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<5all  her  to  the  full  participation  ofBritifK 
bUffinga  ?  Is  it  ungenerous  to  take  her  iharc 
in  the  crimes,  and  accufe  herfelf  of  the  mif^ 
government  of  her  colony  ?  and  inflead  of 
taxing  it  with  ingratitude,  to  blame  her  own 
prepofterous  indulgence,  and  that,  fatal 
.wcaknefs,  which. milled  aud  deceived  it? 
which  granted  a  boon  it  was  not  able  to  re- 
ceive, and  expofed  it  to  fedudlionsand  perils 
beyond  its  ftrength  to  combat,  or  its  power 
to  rcptl  ?  What  is  there  in  all  this  condudl 
injurous  or  over-bearing  ?  Is  there  any  in- 
fult,  as  a  part  of  the  Parliament  of  Ireland 
thought,  in  offering  the  condition  of  Britons, 
and  the  participation  of  empire  to  our  own 
colony  ?  Is  there  any  infult  or  any  injury  in 
ofiering  it  to  the  defcendants  of  thofe  natives^ 
who  have  always  been  opprefled  by  our 
colony,  and  done  homage  to  our  crown  ?  It 
is  not  a  French  incorporation,  it  is  not  a  re- 
publican firatemity  that  Britain  offers.    She 

does 
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does  not  take  their  magiftrates  as  boftagtiS^ 
nor  impoie  contrihutiona,  nor  drag  ayray  the 
youth  of  the  kingdom  in  fetters  and  chain* 
hy  military  requi(itions«  She  *  does  not  en^ 
throne  mechanics  and  felons  in  the  govern^ 
iment^  in.  order  to,  govern  it*  She  does  not 
throw  down  the  alurs  and  credik  iminetjr^ 
She  does  not  ordain  licentioixfnefs  and  terror; 
What,  I  aik  of  any  honefl:  colonift,  what  i» 
it  you  are  afraid  of? — Of  being  independent^ 
who  have  only  the  name  and  miferabje  mock^ 
cry  of  independance  I  of  bong  in  tranquillity, 
who  are  torn  and  tortured  with  ciyil  wars  and 
fioRile  invaOons  i  of  feeing  the  conditicm  of 
the  catholic  by  degrees  amdiorated  and  imr 
proved,  who  have  no  hope  of  a  mooxentary 
reprieve  and  fafcty,  hut  in  granting  him  a 
complete  emancipation?  of  feeing  yojii;  ab* 
fentees  encrcafe,  whofe  troubles  have  caufed 
an  hoft  of  emigration,  which  i:aix  never  re- 
turn into  youx  bofom  but  with  Union,   and 

as 
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US  a  confecjuence  of  Union  ?  of*  feeing  your 
repreftntativds  dependent  upon  the  imperial 
Cabinet  of  the  united  realms,  who  have  now 
in  your  reprefentative  body  one  hundred  and 
fixteen  placetnen,  with  threelcore  and  ten 
afpirants  of  the  law,  and  with  all  this 
k  facetious  ariftocracy,  which  outweighs 
even  your  dofriiption  ?  of  feeing  ydur  in« 
duflry  arid  your  trade  decline,  whofe  induf^ 
try  is  turned  to  the  forging  of  pikes  and  the 
lopping  of  tree^,  and  the  maiming  of  cattle, 
and  the  murdering  of  men,  and  who  owe  all 
your  trader  to  Britifh  confumption,  and  Bri'- 
tifli  bounties  ? 

To  the  catholics  of  Ireland,  1  think 
Britain  does  not  addrefs  a  Icfs  kind  or  lefs 
generous  language.  She  does  not  tell  them 
— ^^  You  are  incowigible  rebels,  whom  no 
time  can  foften,  no  kiiidnefs  can  fubdue  :'* 
hut  Ihe  invites  them  tofuch  an  order,  as  will 

N  comport 
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comport  '\tith.  kindnefsy  and  permit  hcf 
without  cruelty  to  hercolany,  to  place  themt 
on  the  lame  footing  with  the  beO;  and  faith- 
fuUefi  of  her  fubjeds:  as  will  melt  and  obli- 
terate all  memory,  and  rancour^  all  invidious 
d4ftin6lions,.all  civil  and  pqlitical  difference. 
Of  the  candid  catholic,  I  will  afk  once  more 
if  he  expe(5ls  emancipation,  and  a  full  par^ 
ticipation  of  power  and  fituation  from  the 
colony?  Ifheexpedls.  it  from  the  united 
monflers  that  deface  his  country,  and  have 
fworn  that  they  will  not  accept  emancipati- 
on ?  If  he  expedls  the  catholic  republic  frona^ 
the  atheift  ufurpers  of ,  FraiKC,  who  have 
overthrown  the  religion  and  the  republic  c£ 
fheir  qwn  country,  and  overthrown  every 
religiop  ahd  ,every  republic,  wherever  their 
crimes  or  their  arms  have  led  them  I 

If  he  expeds  emanqipaiion  from  the  par-^ 
iiamQnt  of  JPublin,    I  will  alk  him  if  a^ 

handful 
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handfdl  of  men  Can  emiildpatea  muttltud^^ 
If  an  armed  regiment *mH  libefate  a  dirariited 
hoft  ?  It  is  a  myftery-  riot  very  profouiid/tiiat 
fear  is  a  coward,  that  weaknefscaiiriot  con- 
fide^ and  that  injury  never  pardons.  I  will 
tjcil  Rim  plainly,  the  parliament  of  Irelktid 
^/jrr/ not  to  fet him  free.  --It  is  the  impdriu- 
parliament,  it  is  tHepriweri^g^ 
fuperiority  of  Englarid  which  alone  tail  br^ik 
his  chains,  or  contain  him  inr  the  firftftfirif- 
jports  of  liberty.  'It  i^^Aeprcxfetiderste 
the  invulnerable  g'reamHsbf  EtiglaHd'^^Mcih 
enables  her  to  be  generous^  "and  p^mii^^ii'er 
inagtiahimity.  ^Wiiriierefiife  Ariibm^afc 
the  end  of  fix  ceirtiiHes*  6f  CaiaTnity,  ^6f 
fruitlels  "ftrugglts,  and  tefnaciorfis^  o^prtffion  ? 
Will  he  corifirm  and%rtify  the  oatK  of  re- 
prieved or  expiring-  traitors,  that  it 'is  "riot 
liberty^  but  revenge;  atid  {)lunder;  atidrevo^ 
Jutibn,  that  he  fights  fo*r?  that  itis  the  pro- 
perty and  the  blood'  of  'the  Engfffli-fettJdb 

N  a  for 
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fcr  wkkh  he  thirfts  ?  Will  te  give  this  cru^el 
right,  this  adlive  caufe  of  tyraijny  to  the 
colony,  ^fter  he  has  abjured  the  mcrf  y  an4 
the  interference  of  the  metropolis  ? 

Surely,  for  ourfelyes  at  leaft,  it  is  more 
juft  and  wife,  that  we  Ihouldaflay  to  quench 
thefe  interminable  quarrel?,  and  extingu/fh 
thefe  evcr-fpringing  evils,  in  Union. — 
Surely,  sfi  an  experiment  alone,  it  is  better^ 
both  for  the  fettler  and  the  native,  than  the 
prolongation  of  fo  many  drimes  and  cala^ 
mities. — I  truft  it  will  be  ir//r^,  before 
we  decide  o::ce  more  to. follow  up  our  vi<3:o- 
rious  arms  with  bills  of  confiff ation  and  atr 
tainder— I  iruft  ic  will  be  tried,  and  that  the 
ad  of  Union  will  be  ^n  acl  alfo  of  amnefly 
ai}d  forgivenefs.  Since,  ip  is  clear,  defaEto^ 
jthat  our  colony  is  (lill  dependent  upon  us, 
I  truft  we  fhall  not  aid  nor  permit,  her  to 
rejpeat  thofe    ads  with  which  flie  has  not 

bluflied 
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bhilhed  tQ  r,eproacli  us. — I  tnift  it  vii\\  h^ 
tf  ied,  not  only  bccaufe  it  is  innotent  an4  mer-, 
cifiil,  but  becaufe  it  is  politic  and  wife.  For 
confifcation  has  been  too  often  tried,  and  it 
has  failed  too  often  ;  but  union^s  anew  and 
hopeful  meafue.  In  Scotland  it  has  fucceeded 
■under  other  aufpices,  and  triumphed .  over. 
other  obftacles.  It  was  then  a  mere  fpecula-; 
tion,  but  it  ^ow  furnifhcs  experience :  it  waS; 
there  choice,  but  here  it  is  neceffity.  I  fay 
neceffity,  becaufe  the  altern^iitive  that  remains 
if  fuch  as  nature  fickens  at,  as  humanity  re- 
iffb,  ^s  inftindl  flies  frQm  :  becaufe  it  is  re- 
hcJlioii,  aiid  military  government ;  becaufe 
^  is  ip)prifoiimenr,  and  torture,  and  fudden, 
^Siecutipn  ;  becaufe  it  armed  profecutors  and 
juries  of  foldiers,  with  their  ferjeants  learned 
ii>  the  law,  becaufe  it  is  the  curfew,  and  the  / 
pafl[-ort-bill ;  becaufe  it  is  inyafion,  maflacre, 
and  rape,  and  pillage,  and  conflagration ;  be- 
caufe it  is  the  wretchedeft  and  moft  degrading 
(Condition  of  humanity,  the  moft  difgufting 
ferks  of  mifery  and  guilt,   the  blackeft  and 

moft 
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riioft  lengthened  fcene^  and  proceflion  of 
crimes  and  fufferings  that  ever  iiuiriblcd  or 
iffidcd  man ! 

It  has  been  faid,  that  the  colonial  parliar 
ment  is  able  and  refolved  to  provide  a  re- 
medy for  all  thefe  evils  :  that  they  have 
turned  their  eyes  at  lafl  to  the  barbarifm  of 
the  people,  and  to  the  defedls  and  dangers  of 
their  conftitution*  That  they  have  difcafled 
a  regency-bill,  and  are  preparing  a  national 
inftitute  for  the  education  of  the  people. 
But  when  have  they  done  fo  ?  In  March 
1799.  After  they  haverejeded'  the  Union, 
they  are  at  leaft  fenfible  that  foinething  is 
wanting  to  fecurc  the  Britifh  conneoiion^  lincf' 
to  render  the  condition  of  the  native  toler-'* 
able.  But  are  thefe  remedies,  or  only  c6a- 
feflions  pf  the  d  ifeafe  ?  what  hope  oif  a  cure 
fs  there  for  him,  who  refufes  the  fpecific,  and 
trufts  his  chronic  to  palliatives  and  delay  ? 
I  wilh  to  bring  this  point  to  the  ihoft  direct 

and 
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and.  gl^areft  ifluc.  If  the  parliament  of 
Bublin.  can  emancipate  the  catholics,  and 
thinks  emancipation  prudent  and  fecure under 
the  prefent  precarious  connexion  with  Great 
Britain ;.  if  the  parliament  of  Dublin  dares  to 
admit  the  native  to  equal  rights,  and  a  parti- 
cipation of  the  independent  legiflature,  then 
let  them  rejedl  the  Union,  and  try  their  own 
expedient*  But  I  confider  every  man  who 
does  rejedl  it,  to  {land  in  this  dilemma, 
Either  he  muft  declare  for  emancipation,  or 
declare  that  he  is  contented  with  the  prefent 
Condition  of  his  country.  Either  he  muft 
admit  the  immenfe  majority  of  the  Irij(h  into 
the  independent  parliament,  or  he  muft  prove, 
that  the  independent  parliament  is  competent 
and  able  togoverntheimmenfeunreprefented 
majority,  and  does  govern  it,  with  tran- 
.quillity,  content,  and  fuccefs.  But  is  it  not 
both  more  prudent  and  more  natural,  for 
this  independent  parliament  to  melt  into 
the  imperial,    thaa  to  receive  the  Catholic 

par- 
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parliament  ?  Is  not  its  ihdq^endcnce  motS 
likely  to  furvive  its  fufion  with  the  parenc 
(late,  and  in  the  arms  and  bofom  of  Great 
Britain,  than  when  its  doors  arc  open  to  the 
'Cadiolic  majority,  and  its  power  divided 
'with  three  millions  of  malcontents  ? 

The  Catholic  enemy  to  the  Union  I  imsP* 
gine  to  (land  in  another  dile^naa.  of  equal 
difficulty •  He  muft  declare  that  he  expcd's 
fomething  Better  than  emancipation,  or  that 
he  expecfls  emancipation  from  a  differeiit 
quarter.  And  though  he  (houldbe  a(hamed 
to  make  this  criminal  cohfe(fion,  it  will  not 
the  lefs  refult  from  his  filence  and  aflfedled 
neutrality : — nay,  it  Will  not  the  lefs  refult 
from  the  denial,  or  the  difbelief  of  his  own 
fentiments.^  Unhappily  for  men,  their  paf*' 
fions  keep  fccrets  from  their  heart,  or  their 
hea.n:  dares  not  reveal,  or  fubmit  them  ti» 
she  examination  of  the  mind* 

After 
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After  having  difcufled  fo  minutely  the 
motives,  interefts,  and  relative  fituation  of 
the  colony  and  the  catholic,  it  might  be  lia- 
ble to  mifconftrudlion  if  I  wrere  to  take  no 
further  notice  than  I  have  done  incidentally 
of  thofe  clubs  and  confpiracies,  and  of  that 
invlfible  empire  exercifediu  Ireland  by  means 
of  filiation  and  correfpondence,  and  fecret 
oaths,  more  particularly  as  thele  treafons 
ancf  dangers  have  reached  our  own  Hate,  and 
pervaded  to  the  very  heart  and  metropolis 
of  the  empire.  Yet  I  think  a  little  reflexion 
will  fuffice  to  fhew,  that  they  are  not  en- 
titled to  much  coufideratidn  in  this  place ; 
and  that  in  referring  them  to  the  general 
condition  and  calamity  of  Ireland,  I  have 
confined  them  to  their  proper  fituation  and 
importance.  For  certainly  the  catholic  and 
the  colony,  the  native  and  the  fettler,  are 
refpcdlively  entitled  to  our  care  and  protedi- 
on.  They  are  the  matter  of  legiflation,  and 
the  objecls  of  policy  and  juftice  j  they  com- 
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pofethe  civil  ftate.  To  reconcile  their  inte- 
refts,  toadjuft  their  diflFerences,  and  to  render 
them  happy  and  contented  with  their  cendi« 
tion,  is  the  duty  no  lefs  than  it  is  the  obje(5k 
of  government.  But  v^rhat  ftate  or  form  of 
government  can  admit  of  jacobinifm  as  ^n 
element  pf  its  conftitutioi^  ?  We  blend  de- 
mocracy ;  vee  blend  nobility  ;  we  blend  mo- 
narchy. But  to  admit  hoftility  to  all  go- 
vernment, and  to  every  fta|e,  to  all  power^ 
and  order,  and  authority,  to  every  clafs  and 
eyery  form  of  tlie  adminiftraiion  of  human 
affairs,  as  a  quality  or  component  part:  of  ^ 
regulated  fociety  ;  or  to  adniit  the  revolu- 
tionary principle  as  we  adniit  ^nd  regulate 
the  th)  ee  powers  of  which  our  conftitution  is 
compounded,  were  of  all  errors  the  moft 
fatal  and  un wife.  I  hare,  therefore,  thrown 
it  out  altogether,  and  confider  it  notas  alimb^ 
or  part  of  the  body  politic,  but  as  an  ulcer 
and  a  plague.  I  think  the  jacobin  will 
neither  be  contented  nor  fubdued  by  th(j 

Union, 
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Union,  nor  in  thedefeat  of  the  Union;  hm 
that  h^  muft  be  fubdued  by  the  execution  of 
the  laws,  and  hunfled  down  by  the  magif-*' 
trate  wherever  he  is  found.  To  offer  him  a 
government  who  is  the  fworn  enemy  of  go- 
vernments ;  or  a  conftitution,  who  hates  all 
conflitutions :  to  admit  into  the  ftate  the 
i:ommon  confpirator  againft  every  inftitu- 
jtion  and  every  form,  is  to  make  peace  with 
tygers,  and  treaties  with  Frenchmen.  Whe- 
ther, therefore,  there  fhall  be  Union,  or  a 
prolongation  of  the  prefent  calamities,  the 
United  Irifhmeni^ift  remaili  alike  to  be  put 
jiovvn,  or  to  be  put  out  by  the  colonial  parlia- 
ment, or  by  the  imperial* 

In  this  point  of  view  there  is  but  one 
queftion— Which  is  the  moft  powerful  and 
moft  likely  to  put  him  down  ?  and  as  that, 
which  I  confefs  appears  to  me  (under  the 
prefent  circumftances  of  both  countries,  and 
pf  all  countries  in  the  world)  to  be  para- 
mount 
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mount  and  pre-eminent  abovfe  every  other, 
I  addrefs  it  with  confidence  neither  to  the 
colony  nor  the  catholic,  but  to  both^  and  to 
cvefy  virtuous  and  refledting  mind  of  both 
perfuafions,  and  in  both  kingdoms* 

London^  Aprils 
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X  HE  magnitude  and  importance  of  the 
commercial  propofitions   in    1785,    had   led 
men  to  inveftigate  the  pofitive  and  relative 
conditions  of  the  fifter  kingdoms,  in  order  to 
underftand  the  extent  of  that  ncgociation. — 
Thisfubjedloccafioned  much  private  inquiry, 
and   difcuflion   between  Dean   Tucker  and 
Dr,  Clarke  ;  /and  out  of  it  arofe  the  queftion 
of  an  Incorporate  Union,   Dr.  Clarke  enjoyed 
at  that  period  the  conftant  fociety  of  this  able 
and, excellent  man  j  and  now  refle<£ls  on  it  as 
an  honour  and  happinefs   of  his    life.     The 
comnSbn   occurrences,    however,    of  human 
affairs    having   feparated  them,   their  inter- 
courfe  was  afterward  kept  up  by  correfpon- 
dence  :  and   the  queftion  of  an  Union  was 
ftill  difcuffed,  until  Dr.  Clarke  was   too  far 
removed  from    the  fcene  of  Britifh  PoJitics, 
and  no  where  ftationaiy  for  the  regularity  of 
conqmunication   upon   fuch  topics.     But  the 
opinions,  which  had  been  urged  by  the  Dean, 
upon  a  fubjeft  of  fuch  magnitude,  feem  too 

valuapble 
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valuable  for  oblivion  at  a  moment  fo  impor- 
tant as  the  prefent,  and  which  this  profound 
Politician  had  long  forefccn  and  often  anti- 
cipated, in  his  difcourfe.  His  arguments, 
therefore,  without  their  meaning  being 
marred,  or  their  reasoning  weakened,  but  as 
they  were  drawn  up  himfelf,  are,  with  per- 
miffion,  fubmitted  to  the  Public,  by  Dr. 
Clarke.  To  his  great  and  virtuous  friend 
his  debt  of  gratitude  has  been  always  large: 
his  love  and  veneration  will  be  cndlcfs. 
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jL  he  firft  civil  compa£):  took  place  between  Britain  and 
Ireland,  at  a  moment  when  -Oovemmcnt  in  the  latter  was 
the  inftruQient  of  caprice,  or  the  incentive  of  Rebellion. 
The  policy  however,  under  an  Impefial  Union  formed  by 
Henry  11.  was  barbarouily  defe£tive  :  it  long  excluded  the 
Irifc  from  the  benefit  of  the  Englifli  Laws.  The  ground 
was  thus  laid  of  a  jealous,  odious  and^difgraceful  diftindion,^  ^ 
which  has  been  kept  up  by  fucceeding  circumftances,  and 
prevails  down  to  this  day.  Accumulated  misfortunes  at  this 
mbment  might  be  traced  back  to  this  unwife  Policy  under 
the  imperial,  and  we  may  fay,  Dependent  Um&n. 

Another  Union  however  arofe  between  Geat  Britain  and 
Ireland  upon  a  vail  combination  of  caufes,  and  a  fingular 
concurrence  of  events.  In  1779,  freedom  of  commerce 
was  eftablifhed  for  Ireland  :  in  1782  Ikr  Legiflative  De- 
pendency was  formally  renounced  by  the  Parliament  of 
Great  Britain :  and  hence  ftic  dates  her  Federal  or  Free 
Union. 

Men  however  of  found  political  experience  beheld  this 
meafurc  with  concern.    Things  were  changed,  but  not  cbr- 

B  refted. 

*  Englifhman  ^nd  'Proteftant  have  but  one  term  in  the  Irifh 
Lao|i»ge. 


refted.  The  confequences  were  forcfecn  by  them  and  fore- 
told. But  what  muft  now  follow  ?  The  Imperial  or  De- 
pendent Union  prdvcd  dcfeflive;  the  Federal  or  Free 
Union  has  proved  defedlivc  ;  there  is  therefore  no  refourcc 
now  left  but  a  Real  or  Incorporative  Union.  Jhat  or 
Separation  muft  enfue. 

This  is  not  the  fentence  of  a  rafli  judgment  or  an  hafty 
moment :  it  is  the  deliberate  opinion  of  a  niani  whofe  ability 
to  combine  caufes  and  calculate  effeAs,  and  whofe  honefty 
to  fpeak  out  and  foretel  thefe  cffcdls,  have  rendered  him 
Prophetic  in  the  Political  World.  I  may  fay  this  of  him 
without  fufpicion  of  flattery,  and  with  deep  forrow  I  may 
fay  it,  for  he  will  probably  never  know  jt.  We  flialj  never 
enjoy  again  the  guidance  of  this  great  Luminary — he  has 
clofed  with  the  band  of  venerable  age  the  book  of  Politics 
for  ever. 

Let  us  then  liften  to  the  high  authority  of  Dean  Tucker 
on  this  queftion  of  an  Incorporative  Union.  We  fliall  find 
three  of  the  great  Popular  Objections,  which  the  Patriots  of 
Ireland  are  pleafcd  to  urge  with  a  moft  decifive  tone  againft 
this  meafurc  diftindlly  confidered  and  confuted  by  him, 

Firft :  the  Poverty  of  Ireland  cannot  bear  the  weight  of 
thofe  Taxes,  which  the  Riches  of  England  enabte  her  to 
fuftain  with  eafe  and  comfort. 

Stecondly :  in  cafe  of  an  Union,  the  greater  number  of 
Engliih  Members  in  fuch  an  United  Parliament  compared 
with  the  few  Irifti,  would  enable  England,  when  any  com- 
petition (hould  arife  between  the  two  Countries,  refpefting 
Trade,  Manufa<Slurcs  and  Navigation,  to  favour  England  and 
opprefs  Ireland. 

Thirdly :  the  money  now  fpent  in  Ireland,  by  means  of  a 
Patliament  held  in  Dublin,  would  in  that  cafe,  be  tranfport- 
ed  to  England,  to  the  great  Enrichment  of  the  one  Country, 
and  Impoveri(hment  of  the  other. 

Fourthly :  that  an  Union  tends  ultimately  to  a  Separation. 

Fifthly: 
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Fifthly :  that  a  Moral  AffimUation  with  Britain,  or  an 
•melioration  of  the  Manners  of  the  People  of  Ireland  inaf 
not  be  expefted  from  the  fuppofed  Incorporation  of  the  two 
Legillatures. 

Thefe  are  the  grand  Objeftions  fo  loudly  infifted  on  ; 
which  we  own  are  very  popular,  and  therefore  in  fomc  fenfe 
formidable:  but  we  cannot  cfteem  them  folid.  However 
let  us  examine  them. 

"  *  The  firft  Pofition  is,  that  the  Poverty  of  Ireland  cannot 
**  bear  the  Weight  of  thofe  Taxes,  which  the  Riches  of 
*'  England  enable  her  to  fullain  with  no  great  Difficulty,  or 
*'  rather  with  much  Eafe. 

**  Now  here,  under  the  Expreffions  Poverty  and  Riches^ 
**  as  applied  comparatively  to  both  Countries,  a  Fallacy  is 
*•  concealed,  of  which  probably  fopie  are  not  aware, 

**  In  all  States,  Kingdoms  or  Countries  whatfoevcTi  and 
**  more  particularly  in  Ireland,  the  Poor  are  by  far  the  greater 
**  Number.  Therefore  the  Queftion  comes  to  this  :  Are 
**  the  great  Majority  of  the  People  of  England  fo  heavily  ani 
"  oppreffively  taxed,  as  to  fuffer  great  Mifcry  on  that  Ac*^ 
**  count  ?  And  were  the  Poor,  that  is,  the  ftill  greater 
*•  Majority  of  the  People  of  Ireland  to  be  fubjeft  to  the  like 
"  Taxes, could  theyfupport  themfelves  under  fuch  9  Weight  ? 
**'  To  clear  up  this  Point,  let  it  be  obferved,  that  the  Taxes 
**  laid  on  the  People  of  England,  may  be  fummed  up  under 
**  the  following  Heads, 

"  1.  The  Land-TaXi  including  likewife  Houfe^Tax,  and 
•*  thofe  on  Windows. 

"  2i.  The  Cuftom-Houfc  Duties  on  the  Importation  of 
<<  foreign  Produce,  foreiga  ManafaAures,  and  foreign 
**  Luxuries. 

*'  3.  The  Excife  on  Articles  of  home  confijmption,  under ^ 
<«  which  Head,  Salt  may  likewife  be  included, 

4.  The 


C( 


•  Note :  All  paflagcs  with  inverted  commas  contain  the  argu- 
ments of  Dean  Tucker,  drawn  up  in  1785,  in  anfwer  to  th%ob- 
jc^ions  then  fubmitted  to  him  by  Pri  Clarke. 


/' 4*  T4ie  tiew  Duties  on  Coacbec,  Carriages^  Horfes, 
'^  Servants,  Hats/'  Dogs,  Armorial4)eariag,  Powdor^  &«• 

*'  5.  The  Stamp  iJnties,  which  of  late  have  becnfo  €X- 
**  tended,  as  to  comprehend  a  vaft  Variety  of  Articles. 

**  6.  The  Tax  for  defraying  the  Poftagc  of  letters. 

**  7.  The  Poor-Tax  in  its  different  Branches. 

**  Now,  let  any  one  CpriouQy  confider,  which  of-  thefe, 
*'  and  whether  any  of  them  do  really  fall  on  the  laboixriag 
*•  Poor  of  England,  to  any  confiderable  Degree,  unlefs  it  be 
"  their  own  Fault  ?  And  whether  the  great  Majority  of  the 
"  EngliQi  Nation  has  anyjuft  Caufe  to  complain  on  that 
f'  Account  ? 

"  I  ft.  As  to  the  Land-Tax,  and  that  on  Houfes  and 
**  Windows,  not  only  the  menial  Servants  of  both  Sexes, 
*'  but  alfo  the  Journey-men  and  Journey-women  throughout 
*^  the  Kingdom,the  low  Mechanics,  the  Fiftiermen  and  Sailors, 
*^  the  Day-Labourers  and  Cottagers,  are  almoft  univerfally 
'*  cxcufed.  I  do  not  enter  into  the  Reafons,  which  induce 
*'  the  Affcffors  both  in  Town  and  Country,  to  omit  them, 
*'  and  thereby  to  excufe  this  numerous  Clafs  from  paying 
**  Taxes :  but  I  do  affert  this  to  be  the  Fa£l :  for  hardly  any 
**  of  them  arc  ever  rated ;  and  therefore  they  do  not  pay. 
*^  in  fome  Inftances  the  Laws  themfelves  excufe  them  :  and 
**  in  others  a  Connivance  almoft  univerfally  prevails. 

^*  Z.  As  to  the  Duties  on  the  Importation  of  foreign  . 
'*  Goods,  Manufaftures,"  or  Luxuries— I  hope  I  may  infifl; 
**  upon  it  without  Offence,  that  the  lower  Clafs  of  People  Jn 
**  England  may  enjoy  very  comfortable  good  Food,  decent 
•*  Raiment,  and  warm  Dwellings  (the  three  great  Neqef- 
"  faries  of  Life)  without  paying  a  fingle  Tax  for  the  Impor- 
**  tation  of  any  tbing  from  abroad.  Therefore  if  any  of  thein 
*'  thoofe  to  indulge  themfelves  in  fuch  Elegancies,  or  Luxp* 
#*  ries,  as  arc  brought  from  foreign  Countries,  thiey  ought 
'^  to  pay  for  their  Prodigality  *.  and  have  none  to  blame  but 

"  themfelves. 

«  3.  Th« 
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'fj.  T'he  exeife  is  the  ncKt  article  to  be  confidered. '  And 
*^  -here  it  mull  be  confefled,  that  in  a  few-  infliances,  ;iiid  in 
**  a  Very  fmall  degree^  even  the  frugal  in  the  tower  clalTes 
•*  may  be  taxed.  The  excife  on  malt,  hops  and  cyder, 
**  alfo  on  foap^  caodks  and  leather  with  the  duty  on  fait, 
**  mud  aStOt  the  mofl  parfimonious  among  them  in  feme 
**  fmall  proportion.  But  were  they  to  be  content  with  a 
"  moderate  Qgantity  of  Cyder,  or  one-way  Beer, — and 
*'  were  they  to  buy  the  other  Articles  at  the  beft  Hand,  it 
**  is  not  pofliblc,  that  thcfe  Taxes  (though  tlie  worft  of 
"  any)  could  efientially  hurt  of  impoverifh  them.  As  to 
*'  the  heavy  Tax  on  fpirituous  Liquors,  this  is  fo  far  from 
**  being  a  real  Grievance,  that  were  it  fo  high,  as  to  amount 
"Jo  an  abfolute  Prohibition  (if  that  were  poffiblc)  it  would 
<'  be  the  greatefi  BUfiing,  which  could  befall  the  common 
*'  People. 

"  As  to  the  new  Duties  laid  on  Coaches,  Carriages, 
**  Horfes,  Male  Servants,  fine  Hats,"  armorial  Bearings, 
Powder,  4rc.  ^*  thefe  furely  do  not  aflFeS  the  labouring 
**  Poor :  for  they  are  exempted  by  their  very  condition 
"  from  paying  any  of  thefe  Taxes. 

<*  5.  The  like  Obfervations  may  extend  to  the  Stamp 
'^  Duties  in  all  their  Branches.  Indeed,  if  the  ignorant 
*^  Pc^ulace  will  buy  Newfpapers,  and  commence  Poli- 
**  ticians,  tticy  are  not  to  be  pitied  j  fof  they  ought  to  pay 
«<  for  their  folly, 

*«  6.  The  tax  on  the  poftage  of  letters  cannot  matcriall^r 
"  aflfe^  the  poor,  and  even  if  it  did,  the  poft-tax  is  fo  much 
'*  cheaper  than  any  other  mode  of  conveyance,  that  it  can- 
**  not  be  made  a  matter  of  complaint. 

"  Laftly,  as  to  the  tax  for  the  maintenance  of  the  poor, 

"  burthenfome  as  it  is  here  in  England,  this  falls  altogether 

*^  on  the  middling  and  higher  ranks  in  fociety,  and  not  on 

'*  the  loweft,  or  the  meapeft. 

'*  Upon 


^  Upon  the  whale,  it  evidently  appearr,  even  from  this 
"  brief  furvey,  that  the  majority  of  the  Englifli  Nfction, 
"  [that  is,  male  and  female  fervants,  law  mechanics,  jour- 
**  neymcn,  fiihermen,  and  failors,  day-labourers,  -and  all 
"  kinds  of  cottagers,  with  their  numerous  families,]  are 
**  not  heavily  or  oppreflively  taxed.  And  fuppofmg  that 
*'  fimilar  taxes  were  to  be  laid  on  Ireland,  the  poor  of  that 
*'  country  would  efcape  tax-free,*  atleaft  according  to  their 
"  prefent  mode  of  living  ;  for  they  ufe  and  confume  much 
**  lefs  Malt,  Hops,*  and  Cyder,  lefs  Salt,  Soap,  and  Candles, 
*'  Leather,  and  Stamps,  than  the  poor  of  England  are 
*•  known  to  do.     Therefore  they  have  much  lefs  to  pay. 

**  But,  indeed,  were  an  Union  to  take  place,  why  fliould 
'*  it  be  fuppofed  that  the  taxes  muft  be  invariably  the  fame  ? 
*'  They  are  not  fo  in  Scotland,  nor  can  any  reafon  be 
•'  affigncd  why  they  muft  be  exaftly  the  fame  in  Ireland. 
•*  On  the  contrary,  many  regulations  might  be  fuggefted, 
**  cfpecially  in  regard  to  the  land-tax,  which  would  enrich 
<'  Ireland,  inftead  of  impoverifhing  it.  For  it  can  never  be 
**  too  often  repeated,  that  any  tax,  which  promotes  induftry 
*^  and  encourages  a  circulation  of  labour,  enriches  a  country ; 
'*  and  any  tax,  which  checks  induftry  and  flops  labour,  ne- 
**  ceffarily^  impoverifties  the  country  in  the  fame  proportion. 
**  This  is  the  true  touch-ftone  for  difcovering  the  merit  or 
'*  demerit  of  any  tax, 

"  Ireland  is  continually  complaining  that  her  trade  is 
*^  crampt,  and  her  people  have  not  work  ;  yet  there  are  no 

**  people 

**  *  The  claim  of.  opening  Parliament  to  Popifli  pretenQons  is 
**  faid  to  be  a  claim  made  on  the  right  of  three  millions.  Now  of 
**  thefe  three  millions,  it  is  a  known  fadl,  that  two  millions,  one 
**  hundred  thoufand  are,  by  the  late  Hearth  Money  ad,  excufed 
**  on  account  of  povcrtj  from  fajtng  four- pence  a  year  each  to  tbc 
«  State:"' 

Speech  of  Robert  Johnfon,  Efq.  Member  for  HllMborough, 
before  the  Irifh  Houfe  of  Commons,  May  a4i  1795.— Dublin, 
Printed  by  Mercier, 
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*'  people  under  ihc  furt  who  take  fo  mtich  pains  to  cramp 
**  her  trade,  and  check  her  induftf  y,  as  the  Irifli  themfclvesl. 
*'  Were  they  to  create  art  Yeomanry  [and  they  alone  *  muft 
**  do  it,]  this  very  circumftance  would  raife  up  fuch  a  de- 
*>  mand  for  the  confuniption  of.  their  internal  produce/  and 
**  coarfe  fnanufadures,as  would  give  full  employment  to  their 
**  prefent  miferabUj  lazy 9  ftarving  p^or,  for  ages  to  come.  But 
*^  they  unhappily  expeft  a  foreign  trade,  without  an  Home 
*'  confumption ;  thereby  grafping  at  the  (hadow,  and  Ict- 
"  ting  go  the  fnbftancc.     They  think  it  good  policy  to  Jtap 

"  ihi 

•  The  great  trafts  of  land  that  are  given  in  leafe,  and  divided  by 
the  Leflec,  to  be  fub-dividcd  by  other  Leflees,  until  the  Cottager 
i«  cruflied  by  the  nuihber  of  thofe,  whom  he  has  to  fupport  above 
him,  is  a  fore  and  crying,  evil.  It  is  hence  that  the  lands  in  Ireland 
are  let  $  higher,  though  they  are  purchafed  cheaper  than  in  thU 
country;  while  the  Tenant  does  not  receive  as  much  for  hif 
produce ;  and  even  of  the  returns  of  this  produce,  he  has  by  no 
means  a  portion  equal  to  that  of  the  Englifti  Tenant.  Were  the  . 
gentlemen  of  Ireland  to  adopt  the  plain  principle  of  thofe  10 
England,  by  taking  one-third  of  the  produce  of  the  land,  and 
giving  the  remaining  two-thirds  to  the  Farmer  for  his  profit  and 
expences  of  cultivation  ;  and  if  the  lands  were  let  folely  to  thofe 
who  occupy  theuH  a  yeomanry  would  foon  arife  valuable  to  all 
parties. 

§  Mr.  Arthur  Young's  opinion  is^  that  if  an  allowance  be  made  fpr  the 
difproportion  between  the  Englifli  and  Irifli  acre,  and  the  difference  of  the 
currency  (is,  8d.  in  the  pound)  in  both  countries  the  lands  of  Ireland  arl  not 
let  higher  than  thofe  of  England.  There  is  a  deference  due  to  the  invlfti* 
gallons  of  Mr.  Young ;  and  his  opinion  is-  juft,  if  formed  upon  the  rental 
received  by  the  owners  in  /«  of  the  lands  of  Ireland;  for  their  rents  are  ex* 
tremely  low  and  moderate.  Or  if  he  has  formed  his  calculation  upon  the 
rental  of  even  the  Icffees  under  the  owner  in  fee,  (many  of  whofe  tenures  are 
for  999  years)  it  may  perhaps  be  juft.  But  if  a  calculation  were  formed 
upon  the  rental  paid  by  the  cultivators  in  Ireland  (whofe  cafe  we  are 
here  confidering)  and  upon  that  paid  by  the  fame  defcription  in  England,  it 
would  be  found  after  all  allowancesTor  fize  of  acre  and  currency  of  money« 
that  the  lands  of  Ireland  are  let  higher  than  thofe  of  England*  This  is  aa 
opinion  formed  upon  much  enquiry  and  iatcrcourfe  with  the  two  coantrioi. 
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^  ihi  mafs  cf  tbeir  piopU  fi  poor 9  and  fi  diftiluio  of  tht  tine 
**  gnat  ntcejfarttioflift^fooi^i  raimint^  and  iwMiHgy  [which, 
**  by  the  by,  arc  the  foundation  of  all  conrKncrcc  whatever, 
**  even  the  moft  brilHant  and  extcnfive]  that  their  black 
**  cattle  are  almoft,  if  not  altogether,  as  good  cuflomers  to  the 
**  communilyf  and  as  much  promote  the  trade  of  it,  as  the 
'*  peafantry  of  Ireland — that  is,  in  other  words,  as  five- 
'•  fixths,  perhaps  as  nine-tenths  of  the  mafs  of  the  people." 

This  is,  a  point  which  calls  for  peculiar  confideration,  a» 
one  of  the  firft  importance,  in  thefe  times.  Ar  every  period, 
however,  hufbandmen  are  of  higher  value  to  a  ftate  than 
(hofe  endowed  with  the  (harped  invention  dr  moft  profound 
genius.  But  if  induftry  be  not  animated  by  due  remunera- 
tion3,^  alltbe  rich  gifts  of  God  and  Nature  to  that  Ifl^nd  are 
Vain.  As  well  might  great  partions  of  its*  land  have  remain* 
cd  buried  in  the  chaos.  Or  Overwhelmed  by  the  waters. 
Under  incorporation,  new  repofe  and  widely  extended  trade 
muft  arife,  with  a  whole  fyftem  of  induftry,  encouragennent„ 
and  happinefs,  blefling  and  exalting  the  nation..  Incor- 
poration is  the  angular  ftone  of  its  greatnefs.  Its  nativeii, 
whofe  talent  and  induftry  are  fcattercd  over  the  earth,  wilt 
no  longer  explore  foreign  cfimates  or  dangerous  deferts,  if 
they  be  happy  at  home.  Neither  will  foreign  markets  be 
fo  neceflary  for  commerce,  when  there  is  through  home 
induftry  an  home  •  trade  and  good  price  for  the  commodities. 
The  influenced  extending  from  this  to  the  agricultural  fyftem 
will  put  all  thefe  co-operating  powers  in  motion,  which 
tend  to  the  population  and  profperity  of  Ireland.  For  agri- 
culture 

*  Perhaps  a  better  criterion  of  the  happy  effects  of  induftry  can 
Dot  be  had  than  the  honoe  confnmption  o£  Britain  compared  with 
k$  trade  all  over  the  globe*  The  profits  of  the  i^me  trade  are 
calculated  by  Mr.  Pitt  at  aS  millions :  The  profita  on  the  foreign 
trade  at  but  t%  ditto* 
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culture  IS  not  only  the  firft  and  great  fourec  of  wealth  to  a 
fiate ;  but  agriculture  and  population  are  like  the  ocean  and 
the  rivers  which  fupply  each  other.  Agriculture  promotes 
population,  by  invigorating  the  bodies  of  m^n,  and  by  fiir- 
niftiing  food  for  an  increafed  progeny.  And  popuktrdn 
promotes  agriculture  by  the  confumption  of  the  fruits  of  the 
earth.  Agriculture  gives  ixiftena  to  the  landed  intereft, 
population  is  hs/uppdrt.  ., 

'*  Were  a'  land-tax  *  of  ioo,oool.  a  year  to  be  con- 
**  ftantly  levied  on  lands  and  houfes  in  Ireland,  as  in  England : 
**  but  were  the  occupiers  of  dwelling  houfes  in  cities,  towriis, 
**  and  village's,  under  the  rent  of  three  pounds  a  year,_  to  be 
**  totally  exempted ;  alfo  every  cottage  or  cabbin  in  tlie 
**  country,  to  which  was  annexed  any  is|uantity  of  land, 
•*  not  elcceeding  AflZ/an  Irifh  acre,  to  be  exempted  like- 
**  "wife ;  moreover,  were  every  farm,  not  exceeding  50 
**  irilh  acres  [provided  it  had  a  dwelling  houfe,  upon  it  In* 
**  habited  by  the  farmer,  or  owner  himfelf,^  to  be  tax'edl 
"  only  three-pence  annually  for  each  acre ;  were  every 
**  other  farm«  circumftanced  in  the  fatiie  manner,  and  not 
**  exceeding  100  Irilh  acres,  to  be  taxed  fix-pence  annually 
.      '  c  ^  for 

. "  *  The  ^reafeft  advantage  attoidliig  the  En^Iifh  land-tax  is 
.  ♦'  that  it  18  not  flibj€<^  to  ftn^uations  in  the  proportions  to>e 
'*'  obfervcd.  In  which  it  widely  differs  from  the  land-taxes  in 
"  France,  which  arofe  according  to  the  improvement  of  land,  01; 
"  the  advancement  of  rent.  What  the  R-oportioiM  were  oa  each 
**  county,  city,  or  borough  town  in  the  reign  of  King  Williain» 
**  the  fame  proportions,  have  remained  to  this  day.  Confequently 
**  the  fiun  levied  on  each  individual  operates  as  a  quif  rent  on  hia 
**  eftate,  to /pur  him  on  to  improve  it  as  much  as  he  can  ;  knowingt- 
**  thaik  if  he  (hould  Unpcove  the  eftate  fij  much  a^  to  double,  or 
"  treble  his  rental,  h^  fliaU  pay  no  more  ;  and  were  he  to  let  the 
**  land  run  into  an.  uncultivated  wiWerncfs,  he  ihould  pay  no 
<*  lefs.  The  great  improvements  of  the  landed  cltatcs  in  En^lapd,. 
*Wate  their  origin  from  this  cau&/^ 
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"  for  each  acre  ;  but  were  all  other  lands  or  farms  of  » 
^^  larger  extent,  or  not  fo  circumftanced,  to  be  rated  to  the 
**  land-tax  at  two  (hillings  per  acre  [unleCs  they  happened 
'*  to  be  barren  rock,  or  inclainiable  bog,  not  capable  of  m- 
**  provement,  or  lands  covered  with  woods,  or  coppices] 
•*  thefe  few  regulations  would  fqon  fill  the  Irifli  towns  aqd 
^*  cities  with  induftrious  inhabitants,  and  the  country  with 
.f*  laborious  cottagers  and  working  farmers ;  nc^oft  of  thenn 
*'  in  eaf/  circumftances,  and  none  too  proud  or  too  la^y  fpr 
^*  their  condition  and  ftation  in  life.  ^ 

*'  Mother  good  circumftanoe  would  naturally  arifc  frojn 
*'  fucb  a  plan.  The  prefent  clamors  for  proteQing  duties 
^*  and  prohibitory  laws  would  ceait  of  coarfe.  Clamqrs 
^^  which  betray  a  tptal  ignorance  of  the  truft  intereft  of  that 
^<  couQtry,  becaufe  Ireland  ought  always  to  e^^cite  an  emu'^ 
^^  latioQ  among  her  mechanics  and  manufadurcrs  to  exqel 
<^  her  rivals,  inftead  of  checking  and  preventing  it  by: 
^'  tnopppolies,  pains,  and  penalties.  And  abovie  all,  Ireland 
^'  ibould  nevu"  ufe  fucK  a  condud:  towards  other  nations, 
«<  efpeci^Uy  towards  th^  Engliib,  her  beift,  and  'aln[K>ft  o^ly 
<^  cuftomers,  as  wpuld  provpke  thenn  to  retaliate  th^  injury 
^*  upon  herfelf  with  redoubted  yengeance.  For  were 
*'  England  to  l^y  the  fame  duties  on  Irifli  libens,  which  flic 
^<  doih  on  German,  and  other  foreign  linens  ;—th^  whdlc 
^*  linen  trade  of  Ireland,  her  only  flaple  manufaSure,  apd 
M  ih<  fwrcc  of  all  her  wealth,  ^o«ld  fink  to  nothing.*? 

<*  The 

^Tlftrchave  been  5s,eop,oo9  yards  of  linen  exported  in  one 
year.  Crcat  Britain  by  her  protedion  fccurcs  a  monopoly  of  this 
branch  to  Ireland*  In  the  Engliih  market  Iriih  linens  have  an  ad<» 
vantage  of  3f  per  cent*  oyer  German  linens,  and  recei?e  a  bounty 
of  thr^e-half-pence  per  yard  en  re-exportation  ;  for  all,  whereof 
He  v*|c  dofi  Bot  pie^^a  ^ightccn-pencc  per  yard. 


"  Thc^fccond  popular  objcaion  againft  an  Union,  is  that 
*<  rfr  Efiglffi  and  Scotch  Mtmbtri^  in  this  fuppofid  uniud  Par- 
**  liamint,  being  fi  many  mon  in  number  than  the  Mfii^  '*' 
'*  maJQrity  would  conffirt  agOinfl  the  minority ^  andoMt-vote  them 
^'.on,alloccafions  of  competition:  fo  that  Ireland  would  be  of" 
**  prejfed injlead  of  being  bsnefitid. 

"  Strange  delufion !  which  takes  thefe  things  for  granted, 
"  that  are  both  improbable  in   theory,  and  impraaicablc  in 
**  foa.      The  fuppofition   is  utterly  improbable,  that   an' 
*^  Union  fliould  ever  take  place,  without  fuch  Preliminarhe 
**  being  fettled^  as  would  prevent  either  of  the  contrnSing 
^  parties  from  having  the  power  to  l^y  a  greater  burden  of 
*•  taxes,  or  to  put  more  reftraints  on  ti-ade,  or  to  curtail  any 
*•  of  the  liberties  of  the  other  party,  beyond  what  the  arti-' 
«*  cles  of  Union  (hall  authorize.     Art  infradionof^the  terms' 
**  diflblves  the   Union  ipfofaSio^   and  reftorcs  the  injured 
**  country  to  its  former  (late  of  independence. 

*'  The  like  confpiracy  is  equally  impra&icable  in  fad,  be- 
*'  caufe  where  there  is  no  clafliing  of  intereft,  there  can  be 
**  no  competition  either  for  power*  or  profit.     Thus,  for   ^ 

«  example, 
/  '  .         '. '  ' 

Such  are  the  advantages  on  the  Linen  Trade :  let  us  n^w  fee 
what  are  thp  advantages  on  the  general  Trade  between  the  two 
Countries.  , 

In  the  year  1795  the  Irifh  Im-  * 

ports,  iato  the  port  of  Lon» 
don,  amounted  to  X*  i,iQ9950Z  •  9    4 

Britifh    Manufa<5ture   exported  ..     . 

from  thence  to  Ireland  168,687  18    3 


Balance  of  Trade  in  favour  of 

Ireland  from  otHy  one  Fort  ^040^813    5     i 


M.  B.  The  balanpe  at  Liverpool,  where  the  Linens  are  chiefly 
imported,  mull  be  immenfc. 

•  The  principle  of  this  argument  applies  with  no  fmaH  force  to 
the  Internal  Parties  of  Ireland,  in  favor  of  an  lacor^orative  Union « 


^*  example,  when  Ireland  (hall  be  fo  unite3,  ts  to  form  oric 
««  counrry  witji  England,  the  power  of  the  one  will  equally 
<'  becpnie  the  ppwer  of  the  other.  No  man  confiders  the 
"-ftrength  of  Yorkfliire,  as  in  any  degrecJeparate  from,  or 
**  oppofed  to  that  of  Dcvonfliire  and  Cornwall ;  though  they 
".  arc  much  farther  diftant  from  each  other,  than  England 
•*  and  Ireland.  For  they  both  muft  ftand,  or  fall,  or  rife* 
*^  together.  And  the  cafe  of  Scotland  affords  a  ftill  ftronger 
*'  illuftratton*  . 

**  As  to  profit,  or  intercft,  the  fame  ideas  muft  recur.-— 
**  For,  properly  fpeaking^  no  competition  of  interefts  can' 
**  have  any  tflt&  on- the  Legiflature,  to  make  partial  laws 
*^  on  either  fide  ; — it  being  evident,  that  each  country,  and 
*f  each  part  of  the  ifland  muft  enjoy  their  own  peculiar  ad- 
*<  vantages,  natural,  or  artificial,  without  let  or  moleflation» 
**  \t  this  inftant,  Yorklhire  is  getting  the  cloathing  trade 
**  from  the  Weft  of  England, 'by  means  of  its  fupcriof  fruga-    , 
•*  lity,  oeconomy,  mechanic  ftill,  and  induftry.  •   And  what 
**  wiil.be  the  confcquence  ?  Plainly  this,  that  the  Weft  muft 
<<  adopt  the  like  meafures  and  police  with  the  North,^  orde- 
**  fervedly  fuffer  for  their  folly.    But  according  to  the  notion 
**  here  broached,  another  mode  might  be  adopted.     York- 
«*  ihlre  returns  only  thirty  Members  to  Parliament ;  whereas 
**  the  feveral  counties  of  Gloucefter,  Wilts,  Dorfet,  and  So- 
**  merfet,  much  of  the  fame  extent  with  Yorkftxire,  and  all 
**  united  in  one  common  monopolizing  caufe  againft  it,  re- 
'  f^  turn  no  lefs  than  eighty  Members.   Therefore  poor  York- 
•*  (hjre  ought  to  be  in  a  terrible  fright,  left  this  vaft  majority 
**  in  the  Houfc  of  Common^  ihall  enaS  reftraining,  orpro- 
**  hihitory  laws  to  crufh  the  trad^  of  the  North,  iii  order  to 
•  •*  favour  the  ma'nufaaurcs  qf  the  Weft  ? 

*'  No  :  Yorkihire  is  in  no  fright :  and  entertains  do  ftich 

^^  appreheQfions :  nor  eveq  Scotland;  notwitbflaodiAg  thia 

V  «  latter 


"  latter  halh  not  a  twelfth  part  or  (hare  in  the  Legillatare  oT 
•^  Britain.  Yet  all  parts  are  Tafe,  and  will  ever  fo  remain* 
**  for  it  is  notin  the  power  of  the  majority  to  hurt  the^ino* 
**  rity  in  thefe  refpeSs,  Such  a  fcheme  would  defeat  itfelf. 
*  "  The  laft  objeftion,  and  perhaps  the  moft  popular  of  any 
**  in  the  ftreets  of  Dublin,  rs,  that  wtre  the  ^Parliament  in 
"  Ireland  to  he  removed  to  England,  the  money  now /pent  in 
**  Dublin  would  be  lofito  that  country ,  and  gained  to  this. 

*<  Now  this  objeQion  i&  built  on  tl  vulgar  notion,  which  h 
*'  entirely  falfe,  ihzX  money  is  riches.     Whereas  indoftry  and 
*•  frugality  are  the  tw6  riches  of  a  (late :  and  money  only  thi 
**  fign  of  them.     Nay,  if  money  becomes  the  fign  of  richcj 
*•  in  one  fenfe,  it  may  bean  indication  of  poverty  in  Smother* 
^  For  the  circulation  of  gold  and  filver,  or  the  transferring 
**  of  thefe  metals  from  hand  to  hand>  is  no  otherwife  ufeful 
^*  to  a  ftate,  than  as  it  promotes  the  circulation  of  labour  and 
**  induftry .    Wherever  it  is  not  produQive  of  this  good  efFeS, 
•'  the  greateft  quantity  of  gold  and  filver  is  fo'  far  from  being 
**  beneficial  tio  the  community,  that  it  is  the  greateft  detri- 
**  ment.     The  Spaniards  have  jexpcrienced  this  to  their  coft. 
**  Hiftory  tells  us,  there  was  a  time  when  Spain  was  full  of 
<<  induflry  and  manufaSures.     But  when  a  Mode  wasihtrb* 
"  duced  of  getting  money  without  labour,   by  means  of  the 
.  •*  mines  of  Mexico  and  Peru,  and  by  plundering  and  feizing 
**  on  the  wealth  of  the  d^fencelefs  Moors,  and  Jews,  the 
**  looms  and  all  the  apparatuffcs  for  carrying  on  extenfivc 
*'  manufaSures  were  laid  afide :  and  Spain  foon  became  one  of 
**  thepooreft,  >ind  worft  euUivatcd  countries  in  the  weftern 
«  virorld/' 

But'tftere  ai*c  iffirikiiig  ihftahcd/s  ofthisithp6rfant  truth;thkt 
money  is  not  riches^  within  pur  own  experience.  For,  wHere- 
ever  money  is  Idly  fpent>  the  people  arc  uniformly  poor. — • 
AmidOrall'tfaefpleiicki'' tad  brilliant  extravagsince  of  Ver- 

faiHts, 


faittesi  bow  relatively  pOor  were  its  inhabitants  to  thofe  itl 
commercial  parts  1  Rcfleft  a!fo  upon  the  Sovereign  refidences 
in  Italy  :  look  to  Vienna,  arid  Berlin  :  examine  the  poverty 
in  Drefden  where  the  rich  Saxon  EleQor  holds  his  Court  : 
What  does  the  wealth  of  the  Sovereign  and  Nobles  of  the 
two  EleSorates  produce  at  Murt>ch  !  Pafs  to  the  refidencc  of 
the  inferior  Sovereigns,  where  fplendor  and  diflipation  pre- 
dominate, and  mark  the  efFeSs !  The  feat  of  ail  profperous 
manufaSures,  over  the  univerfe,  is  removed  from  the  haunt 
of  diflipation^*  Now  pafs  into  Britain  :  and  obferve  what 
immenfe  fums  are  fpent  weekly  in  drefs)  purfuits  of  pleafure, 
prodigality,  luxury  of  table,  horfes,  fcrvants,  gaming,  &c. 
fet  Bath,  by  perhaps  an  average  of  ao,Ooo  ft  rangers,  btfides 
refidents,  in  the  feafon.  And  afe  the  people  of  Bath  rich  ? 
Has  any  manufacture  fprung  up  there  amidfl  this  fplendid ex- 
travagance : — or  v^hat  man  would  think  of  entering  on  fuchf 
an  undertaking  ?  Yet  nature  feems  to  have  deftined  this  as  a 
feat  for  manufa6ture  :  it  has  dtreded  here  a  river  in  its  courfe; 
whofe  batiks  are  peculiarly  adapted  to  the  ereSion  of  mills  ; 
whofe  dreams  are  never  exhaufted,  but  form  a  communica<^ 
fion  with  the  fecond  trading  town  in  the  Britifli  Empire. — 
And  if  Riches  could  accelerate  fuccefs,  here  is  nnfeney,  and 
votaries  of  pleafure  in  crowds^  to  purchafc  the  neceflfarles  of 
vanity  and  oftentation.  But  there  is  notwithftanding  no  ma- 
nufaSure  here,  becaufe  here  no  manufad:ure  woold  profper^ 
Throughout  all  the  ifland^  at  all  the  places  of  pleafurabie  re* 

fort 

*  Befare  diflipaition  was  fo  great  or  univerfal  in  Dublin,  tire 
Manufa^qres  in  that  Quarter  called  the  Liberty  wene  extremely 
flouriihing.    But  at  this  day  what  a  fcene  does  it  prefent  ? 

f  On  this  principle  the  Citizeiis  of  London  interfered  againft  the 
Royalty  Theatre  being  opened  for  Dramatic  exhibitions.    The. 
whole  town  of  Manchefter  fome  time  (ince,  had  not  a  fingle  family 
within  its  walls,  that  were  not  the  children  of  trade  and  occa* 
patiout 
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fort  and  diiTipation^  mxich  money  circulates,  but  the  inhabi- 
tants remain  poor.*  **  Indeed,  even  Ireland  can  afford  a 
"  confirmation  of  this  important  truth.  For  wherever  mo- 
'*  ijey  is  idly  fpent,  as  it  always  is  in  fupporting  horfc-races, 
*'  promoting  amufements  and  diverfions,  &c.  &c.  thepeo- 
*'  pleof  fuch  places  are  always  poor,  on  that  account^  and 
'*  never  can  thrive  effeaually,  till  thefe  temptations  arc  re- 
**  moved  out  t>f  their  way, 

"  But  ftill  It  will  be  urged  that  during  a  Parliament- 
**  Winter,  great  fums  are  fpent  in  Ddblin,  by  the  nobility 
**  and  gentry  of  Ireland,  which  would  have  been  carried 
"  out  of  the  kingdom,  were  the  Parliament  removed/ 

^  Granted ;  that  a  part  but  not  the  whole  of  this  would  be 
transferred.  But  if  the  whole  were  transfisrrcd,  it  w6uldi 
be  the  removal  of  a  detriment :  for  inafmuch  as  dilTipation 
withers,  manufaSures  muft  grow  up^  and  further,  as  the 
Union  produces  Security  and  repole,  commerce  muft  extend; 
^nd  confequently  its  advantages  infinitely  counterbalance  all 
apparent  lofles;  they  in  reality  would  prove  gains, 

**  Befide  great  fums  were  once  expended  in  Edinburgh, 
**  when  the  Court  was  kept,  and  th^  Parliament  held  in 
**  that  metropolis.  And  what  was  the  confequence?— 
**  Edinburgh  was  then  a  very  poor  place ;  b^t  it  is  now  a 
**  great  and  wealthy  city.  Its  trade  and  commerce,  mer- 
''  chants  and  manufadurers  are  in  a  more  thriving  (late  than 
««  ev^  they  were  during  the  time  it  was  made  the  feat  of 
**  government  and  legiflation.  Whereas  now  its  buildings 
^*  are  not  only  more  extended,  but  alfo  are  grand  and  cle- 
**  gant.  Therefore  it  may  be  fairly  alked,  how  is  it  that 
<*  fuch  great  alterations  hj^ve  been  brought  to  pafs  ?  Plainly 

*^  thus: 

*  Qompafe  the  wealth  of  the;  inhabitants  of  Bath  to  that  of  tlie 
iPri^ol  merchants :  yet  Bath  has  had  an  infinitely  longer  run  in  itaf 
$r^^  of  diifipat^ODi  than  Briftol  in  its  commerce. 


*^  ihus :  Edinburgh  was  poor,  when  devoted  to  pleafures^ 
"  amufements,  and  dlverfions^  (as  Dablin  is  at  prefent);  but 
''  on  the  removal  of  the  Parliament,  Edinburgh  became  the 
'*  feat  of  induilry  and  manufa3ur«8." 

But  fay  the  inhabitants  of  Dublin,  in  their  ihort-fighted 
fears,  the  trade  of  the  metropolis  will  be  ruined,  for  com-^ 
merce  will  transfer  itfelf  to  the  beft  harbours;  Cork,  Derry, 
Galway,  and  Belfaft,  will  thrive ;  whereas  Dublin  mud  de- 
cline How  weak  is  the  too  great  egotifm  of  mankind ! 
This  cannot  poflibly  be*thc  cafe ;  and  fuppofe  it  were,  that 
a  great  bulk  of  the  commerce  flowed  into  thofe  ports,  ftill 
Dublin  mud  thrive,  and  its  trade  extend  Can  the  capital, 
or  head  of  a  nation  droop  and  die,  while  the  different  mem- 
bers of  the  kingdom  are  increafiiig  the  found  fources  of  civil 
life,  and  the  whole  body  accumulating  vigour?. This  dread  i« 
altogether  abfard.  Dublin;  being  the  feat  of  the  Treafury 
and  National  Bank,  mud  ever  be  the  centre  of  exchange, 
^nd  being  the  centre  of  exchange  for  univerfal  commerce^ 
(which  commerce  muft,  under  repofe  and  fecurity,  extend 
to  an  incalculable  degree),,  codfequently  and  incontrovertibly 
Publin  mud  become  the  fcene  of  a  proportionate  and  in- 
creafed  trade. 

London  is  a  proof  of  this.  This  metropolis  is  the  feat  of  ^ 
iexc^nge  for  her  trading  towns  with  the  commercial  world*' 
If  money  be  due  from  Hamburgh  to  Manchefler,  it  is  paid 
in  London:  if  it  be  doe  from  York  to  Exeter,  it  paflR^s 
through  tjie  medium  of  a  bank  in  London^  And  the  confe* 
jqpence  is  before  us  b  the  extenfive  trade  of  London.  Befide, 
a  corroboratiofkof  this  faft  is  found  in  the  pradice  of  Ire-^ 
land  itfelf.  If  orders  go  from  England  to  Cork  for  pro¥x« 
fions  to  any  amount,  do  the  graziers  take  bills  upon  the 
commidary  in  England,  whence  tb&  orders  come,  or  upon 
a  bank  in  London?  Certainly  upon  neither^  they  nwft  have 
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a  billMfpon  Dublin.     Therefore,  it  is  obviotM,  that  let  the 
commerce  of  Ireland  be  extended  in  what  manner  it  may^ 
cither  in  dire£ltion  or  in  quantity,  its  influence  mud  finally  • 
be  felt,  and  be  commenftirate  in  the  Capital. 

Moreover,  a  proof  of  the  ill-founded  fears  in  Dublin,  as 
to  its  local  loflTes  in,  trade,  fuppofing  the  Union  to  take  place, 
appears  in  the  fad  of  London,  Briftol,  and  Liverpool.  For, 
how  far  fuperipr  to  thcfe'  ports,  are  thofe  of  Portfrnoutl^, 
Plymouth,  MilforA^haven,  &c.  for  commerce  ?  Yet,  notwith- 
(landing  alK  thefe  natural  and  extreme  defeSs  of  London, 
Briftol,  &c.  they  have  not  loft  their  trade.  And  why? 
Becaufe  w  hen  once  an  eftabliftiment,  vaft  in  its  corobi nation* 
and  exte.nftve  in  its  parts,  has  taken  root,  it  is  dlfBcuIt  to 
remove  it..  Its  relations  and  .its  habitudes^  are  its  fccurity. 
No  fituaiion  can  be  worfe  than  that  of  London,  as  to  every 
natural  defe<&,  for  trade ;  but  its  artificial  bafis  has  become 
too  broad  for  its  difadvantages  to  overturn  it.  The  inha- 
bitants of  Dublin  therefore  need  not  have  fuch  fears  for  their 
lofs  of  trade.  The  Capital  of  a  comnciercial  nation  is. like 
the  human  heart,  through  which  all  the  bjopd  pfiuft  flow : 
•whether  the  nutrition,  from  which  it  has  been  formed,  refult* 
from  the  operations  of  the  hand,  the  head,  or  any  other 
member.  .By  whatever  ports  commerce  enters  iiitp  Ireland, 
Dublin  HMift  be  the  great  feat  of  aSion.  And  what  the  dif- 
ference is  between  the  aSion  of  commerce  and  the  aSion  of 
diflTipation,  may  be  feen  in  the  vigorous  animation  on  Lud' 
gate-Hill,  compared  to  the  lounging  in  Bond-ftreet,  and  the 
fauntering  at  Bath.  .     . 

•*  Much  Jiath  been.faid  by  certain  writers, in. praife  of  ^ 
"  influx  of  money  into  a  nsLUoHf  mereiy  as  Jucb  *,  without 
"  confidering  what  eflFeft  this  money  hath  upon  the  conci- 
**  munity,  whether  to  make  men  induftrious,  or  to  mak^ 
**  them  idle.    And  it  muft  be  corifefled,  that  traders  in^ge- 
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'*  ncral  are  fo  narrow-figlited  as  fcarccljr  to  entertain  any 
*^  other  idea  of  the  goodntfs  of  trade,  than  as  it  may  enable 
*'  them  to  accumulate  more  gold  and  filver  than  their  neigh- 
**  hours,  and.  with  lefs  trouble.  Then  that  trade  is  a' good 
"  one.  Now,  were  this  the  true  idea  of  a  good  trade,  the 
'*  inhabitants  of  ancient  Rome  had  the  beft  in  the  world : 
*^  for  their  trade  was  to  plunder  all  nations,  and  to  (hare 
**  the  fpoil  among  themfelves.  Yet  we  know  from  hif- 
'*  tory,  that  the  mafs  of  the  Roman  people  were  poor  and 
'*  indigent  in  an  extreme  degree.  For  they  were  not  able 
*'  to  borrow  money  for  lefs  than  1 2  per  cent,  per  anwim : 
^  and  jthey  were  not  to  be  trufted,  but  from  month  to 
'*  month.  Many  other  examples  of  the  wretchednefs  and 
**  poverty  of  this  brave  and  bluftering,  but  idle  and  extra* 
•'  vagant  people,  might  be  given. 

**  But  waving  all  inftances  from  antiquity,  let  us  take  a 
•'  view  of  things  appertaining  to  our  own  times.  The 
'*  county  of  Down,  for  inftance,  is  allowed  to  be  one  of 
**  the  mod  induftrious,  and  con&quently  the  richeft  in  all 
*<  Ireland.  Would  you,  therefore,  in  ordeT  to  augment  Its 
^'  wealth,  to  encreafe  its  induftry,  and  to  fecure  temperance, 
^*  fobriety,  and  frugality  among  its  manufadurers;— would- 
**  you,  I  fay,  think  it  advifable  to  remove  the  Parliament 
''  from  Dublin,  and  plant  the  Members  of  both  Houfes  in 
«'  groups  in  the  manufaduring  parts  of  the  county  of  Down? 
■<  And  what  would  be  the  tStOi  of  fuch  plantations? — The 
*•  application  is  obvious. 

<«  Nevertbelefs,  ftrong  and  convincbg  as  thefe  reafons 
^<  for  an  Union  are,  I  do  not  depend  on  them  for  fuecefs  in 
•*  the  prefent  cafe.  *  For  that  man  muft  be  very  ignorant 
^*  of  human  nature,  who  expeSs  to  fubdue  deep-rooted  pre- 
"  judice,  merely  by  the  force  of  reafoning*    But  there  is  a 

<*  tid% 
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**  tide  In  human  affain  U  which  prijuJici  itjtlf  mufl  yuU, 
**-  htcaufe  it  cannot  refijt  itP 

At  this  moment,  if  the  good  fenfe  of  Ireland  be  not 
fupreme,  aiid  ail  paiffion  put  down^  (he  may  be  loft.  It  is 
an  univerfal  crifis  of  men  and  thtngs.  ,  And  no  man  can  fay 
upon  what  centre  or  bafis  they  will  repofe.  Arpidft  this 
general  concuilion,  and  the  particular  (hock  of  Ireland, 
where  is  her  fafety  ?  Is  it  in  her  own  arms  ?  Certainly  not. 
"  Non  exercitus  neque  thcfauri  praefidia  regni  funt,  verum 
"  amici."  (Sal.)  As  t6  the  coloflTal  power  which  tramples 
upon  the  globe,  the  more  it  (hakes  it,  the  fooner  it  will 
fall.  Amidft  the  concuflTions  of  this  moment  it  trembles. 
The  party  in  Ireland  .which  cries  to  it  for  proteQion,  fliould 
refleQ  I  The  other  party  in  Ireland,  which  cries  to  England 
for  proteQion,  (hould  alfo  reffeS  !  This  moment  is  big  with 
the  fate  of  both. 

**  The  Americans  and  the  Engli(h  could  npt  agree  about 
**  the  very  fame  points,  on  which  the  Irifh  and  EngUfti 
**  now  differ.*  The  Americans  expeSed  to  enjoy  all  pro- 
•*  te&ion,  and  every  kind  of  benefit,  by  their  connexion 
**  with  England,  but  abfolutely  refufed'to  bear  any  part  of 
**  the  common  burden.  For  they  declared  fuch  a  ftipula-' 
**  tion.  to  be  a  furrender  of  their  unalitnahli  rights.  The 
*'  inevitable  confequence  was  either  a  feparation,  or  an 
•*  Union.  Happily  for  England,  an  Union,  on  account  of 
'*  the  diftance  being  impraAicable,  a  total  feparation  nc- 
"  ceflTarily  took  place. 

**  RefpeSing  Ireland,  one  or  other  of  the  fame  confe- 
*'  quences  muft  inevitably  follow.  For  after  tropes  and 
**  figures  have  been  let  oflF  without  number,  after  torrents 
**  of  eloquence  have  been  poured  forth,  much  paper  blotted, 
**  and  much  ink  fpilf,— recourse  must   be  had  at 

^*  LAST,    EITHER  TO    A  SEPARATION>— O  R    TO    AN 

«  UNION. 
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"  UNtON.  For  plainly  there  is  no  other  alternatlvi  j— 
"  HO  other  medium  to  be  difcdvered,  or  cement  which  can 
**  lajl  for  any  length  of  time. 

''  Probably  in  the  firft  onfet,  and  during  the  paroxyfm 
**  of  the  patriotic  fit, — a  total  Separation  may  be  relblved 
*'  upon,  according  to  the  unalienable  doSrines  of  Locke 
•*  and  Molineux,  Price  and  Prieftley,  and  according  to  the 
*'  pattern  fet  by  the  Americans.  In  which  cafe  ^t  will  be 
'*  the  wifdom  and  the  intereft  of  Great  Britain  to  remairi'a 
**  fpeQator,  as  unconcerned  sis  poffible,  by  giving  thefe  mif- 
'*  glided  zealots  no  manner  of  difiurbance  in  the  profecution 
**  of  their  wild  fcheme,  but  letting  them  feel  their  own  in- 
'*  fignificance,  by  their  fmarting  under  the  lafli  of  their 
**  own  folly.  This  will  much  fooner  bring  them  to  a  jull 
*^  way  of  thinking,  than  any  compulfive  meafurcs  whaterer. 
•*  For,  after  having  made  the  trial,  they  will  gladly  ac- 
**  cept  of  thofe  conditions  and  of  fuch  an  Union,  as  they 
**  had  fpurned  at  before  with  contempt  and  indignation. 
'*  Therefore  it  is  evident  to  any  man,  who  will  reafon 
*f  coolly  on  the  natural  courfe  of  human  affairs,  that  the 
**  (horteft  and  rooft  direS  road  to  an  Union  between  Great 
**  Britain  and  Ireland,  is  firft  to  let  the  hot-headed  among 
**  the  Irifti  nation  hoth  fee,  and  feel  what  they  (hall  get, 
*'  or  rather  what  they  muft  infallibly  lofe  by  their  favourite 
**  Independence,  and  the  ncceffary  confequence  of  it, — a 
'*  Separation." 

Rather  let  Ireland  foberly  refleS,  how  Britain  rofe, 
tinder  the  fubllme  fanSion  of  her  Government,  through 
commerce,  from  nothing  intofoniethlng,  andfrom  fomething 
into  greatnefs.  For,  (he  who  commands  the  fea,  commands 
commerce ;  (he  who  commands  the  commerce*  commands 
the  wealth ;  and  (he  who  commands  the  wealth  of  the  world', 

muft 
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miift  command  the  world  itfelf.  To  an  Union  of  this 
nature  then  Ireland  is  called.  That  or  Separation  is  before 
her. 

If  Holland  vanquiftied  Nature,  though  the  four  elements 
all  tvombined  warred  againft  h^r,  and  rofe  by  commerce  to 
oputftnce  and  power,  what  then  may  Ireland  expert  into 
whofe  lap  Nature  has  poured  a  profufion  of  her  bleHings  ? 
Give  her  but  ftability  *  and  reppfe,  under  an  Incorporative 
Union,  and  the  dreams  of  avarice  will  not  Outflrip  her 
profperity.  What  has  the  poor  and  barren  Scotland  done 
under  .the  aufpices  of  an  Union ;  and  what  (hall  not  Ireland 

^  do,  teaming  with  all  the  treafures  of  the  animal,  vegetable 
and  mineral t  kingdoms:  with  fuch  ports,  cliriiates,  foil, 
rivers,  harbours,  and  pofition  upon  the  globe  :  with  an 
a3ive>  ftrong,  and  robuft  race  of  men,  quick  in  their  per- 
ceptions and  folid  in  their  combinations  ?  Condi tuted  as 
Europe  now  is,  power  is  manifeftly  in  proportion  to  wealth, 
and  wealth  mjift  ever  be  in  proportion  to  commerce.  Ire- 
land therefore  poffeffes  the  means  of  power  to  a  degree  that 

,  -'all  the  advantages  of  Nature  can  beftow,  or  aft  may  procure, 
if  flie  has  fecurjty  and  peace.  When  thefe  are  eftabliflied 
by  Incorporation  with  Britain,  all  the  feas  of  the  univerfe 
vill  be  enriched  by  thp  burdens  of  her  commerce,  and  her 
bofom  be  for  ever  clofed  againft  indigent,  idlenefs,  indigene 

^     ^  venality, 

*  The -opulence  of  England  will  then  promote  the  commerce 

and  agrksulture  of  Ireland.     - 

t  It  is  ftatcii  on  the  firft  authority  that  the  mineral  treafures  of 
Iteland  are  equal,  if  not  beyond,,  thofe  of  any  other  countryii.n 
Europe.  Xf  fecurity.  then  be  once  cftablilhed,  what  may  not  the 
wealth  of  3ngli^  companies  dig  out  of  thefe  ^ines  ?  Were  it 
nQt  wife  in;  the  Univerfity  of  Dublin,  to  make  mineralogy  a  part . 
of  their  fyftem  of  Education  \  that  gentlemen  might  know  the 
value  of  their  property,  or  profei&onal  men  be  brought  np  to 

nquirc  into  It  ? 


Yenality,. indigent   avarice  and  ambition^   agaittfi  indiglnce 

and  rebellion.  '^ 

Should  it  however  be  urged,  that  the  value  of  property  ih 

and  about  Dublin  muftbe  dtminifhed  by  the  decreafe  of  po* 

pularion,  -or  change  of  tracte  to  other  ports  ;  firft,  we  deny 

the  poHtion^  as  unfounded  :  and  next,  if  the  ground  of  the 

pofition  were  true,  fp  much  the  better.     But  it  is  falfe  on 

the  clear  views  of  trade  which  have  been  given   before;    It 

is  falfe>  becaufe  the  numbers  which  will  be  fuoimone^*  to 

attend  the  Britilh  Parliament  will  be  comparatively  ihcon- 

iiderable  to  thofe  which  will  not  be  fummoned.     And  it  is 

falfe,  becaufe,  rncreafed  Commerce  mud  give  increafed  wealth 

and  population,  and  confequently  increafe  the  value  of  land' 

and  houfes  about  Dublin. 

But,  fiippofethat  all  this  were  not  true,  (and.  it  were  a 
fuppofition  in  the  very  teeth  of  truthy'^bot  fuppofe,  that 
part  of  the  Commerce  were  to  pafs  to  Galway,  Corky  Derrj, 
or  Belfaji.  So  much  the  better!  Becaufe  manufadures 
could  be  rendered  more  cheap,  where  there  is  lefs  luxury  and 
lefs  population.  This  is  the  grand  fecret  for  fuccefs,  in 
commercial  emulation :  all  the  refults  of  (kill  and  capital  are 
to  produce  cheapnefs,  and  enable  the  manufadtiter  to  under- 
fell  others,  in  foreign  markets^     Again,  it  is  fo  much  the 

better, 

*  The  nunibcrof  Peers  may  be  perhaps  about  34.  There  arc  at 
prefent  41  Irifh  Nobles,  who  are  Peers  in  Britain  :  and  there  are 
about  81  Irith  Peers,  refidents  in  Britain— confequently  as  out  of 
tkefe,  fcveral,  if  not  moft  perhaps  of  the  3a  PeeiS  may  l>e'  chofen, 
where  will  be  the  great  duninution  of  refident  Peers  in  Irdaitd  ^^ 
As  to  the  Commons,  the  number  may  be  about  100 :  Now  it  is  a 
well-known  fad,  that  the  leadmg  Commoners  of  Ireland  fpend  a 
certain  portion  of  each  year  in  England,  and  more  than  may  be 
ncceflary  for  the  attendance  on  Parliament.  It  wiH  therefore  be  in 
reality  but  a  change  of  feaibn  as  to  the  time  of  abfence,  as  it  «i 
^prcfiimed  that  they  will,  likeall.other  doimtry.  Gentlemen,  be  f^hid ' 
to^et  their  releafe  and  betake  themfelv^s  to  their  dcmeijies,  domes- 
tic fcenes,  and  rural  amufements. 


better,  from  the  convenience  for  external  comraercei  But 
on  the  contrary,  fttppofe  that  there  were  not  any  of  thefc 
advantages  of  cheapnefs  ind  convenience  to  extend  the  fcale 
of  commerce :  and^fuppofe  further,  that  the  trade  thus  trans- 
ferred would  not  increaf^,  (which  is  impoffible,>  ftlll  after 
all  thefe  fuppofltions  aga'uifl:  reafon  and  againfl  experience^ 
we  fay  that  it  makers  not  to  the  Nation  at  large,  whether  it 
receives  its  treafures  with  the  right  or  left  hand.  Or  rather 
indeed  it  is  a  matter  of  much  importance,  that  it  fliould  ao« 
cumulate  opulence  with  two  hands,  rather  than  with  one» 
and  have  the  other  withered.  Dublin  (hould  rejoice,  if  Ire- 
land were  to  become  a^  Briareus  of  Commerce. 

Diffufivi  happinefs,  arifing  from  general  induftry  and 
wealth,  is  the  greateft  bleflSng  of  9.  ftatc.  .  Let  not  DublitT 
then  realize  the  fa^ble  of  the  war  of  the  members.  An  over- 
grown head  is  the  emblem  of  difeafe,  and  ufually  forebodes 
death.  The  Ikilful  architeS  proportions  his  bafe  to  hisca*- 
pital.  And  no  Statuary  would  weakly  hope  to  (tipport  the 
head  of  a  Coloflus  upon  the  trunk  of  a  Pigmy. 

The  views  of  found  policy  and  true  p^triotifm  embrace 
the  intereft  of  an  entire  people,  or  a  whole  empire ;  and  re« 
jeS  falfe  calculations  of  individual  or  local  advantage.  .  But 
fuppofc  that  this  maximj  which  is  an  eternal  truth,  were 
falfe ;  and  that  the  inhabitants  of  the  capital  were  to  be 
guided  folely  by  felf-intereft :  Stilt  in  their  purfuit  of  riches^ 
it  is  not  amidfl  the  diflipations  of  the  Great^  nor  amidft  the 
id ienefs  ami. corruption  of  their  trains  during  Pailiamentji' 
that  they  will  find  them.  It  is  amidft  flax  and  wool  and 
workfhops.  *^  To  incrcafe  the  riches  of  a  kingdom,"  faid 
the  celebrated  Colbert,  on  a  confuttation.  relative  to  com- 
merce, **  we  muft  find  out  manufa6tures  to  give  employ- 
^'  ment  to  the  poor^  and  work  to  the  idle.  Flax,  filk,  and 
♦<  wool  arc  our  objeQs,"    Through  the  medium  of  fuch 
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wealth,  luxury  will  not  breathe  its  corrupt  influence  on  tht 
capital :  indead  of  riot  there  will  be  decency,  order,  and 
opulence  ;  inftead  of  (hops  there  will  be  ware-houfes.  DiiIi-» 
pation  and  immoral  extravagance  may,  like  whirlwinds,  rifle 
one  place  to  raife  up  heaps  in  another:  but  riches  thus  rapidly 
colleded,  are  as  rapidly  difTipated.  Riches  are  in  truth,  a 
moral  poifon ;  yet  K^jiatural  poifons,  which  after  pafling 
through  Cecte&i''6f>erations  becohie  not  only  medicine  biit 
wholcfonie  food,  fo  do  they  become  the  fupport  of  fociety. — 
And  befide,  if  from  gold,  luxurious  vices  originate ;  from 
poverty,  crimes  are  produced.  But  the  fpecific  againft  both 
is  honed  induftry. 

To  this  ted  let  all  the  oppofition  of  the  capital  be  brought, 
.  and  the  inhabitants  will  foon  perceive,  that  if  their  Parlia- 
ment Houfe  could  be  converted  into  the  feat  of  a  New  Manu- 
faSure,  or  fliould  it  be  transformed  into  a  Woollen-hall  like 
that  of  Leeds,  the  change  would  be  advantageous  and  bene- 
ficial both  to  thcmfelves,  and  the  nation  at  large. 

It  is  commerce  that,  has  freed  Kings  from  flavery  and  peo- 
ple frapn  oppreflion.  If  therefore  the  grounds  of  complaint^ 
fofirongly  ^f^^  by  the  aflbciation  of  united  Irilhmen,  have, 
(which  we  do  not  admit)  rearexiftence,  commerce  is  an  in- 
fallible remedy.  And  if  they  have  not  exiftence,  commerce 
is  the  fource  of  glory,  fplendor,  opulence,  and  happinefs.— 
For  the  acquifition  of  all  which.  Incorporation  is  the  Char- 
ter. 

But  will  any  of  thofe  advantages  be  enjoyed  without  In* 
corporation  ?  Separation  follows,  according  to  the  authority 
of  iDean  Tucker ;  and  according  to  arguments  andconfldera- 
tions  which  will  appear  in  their  proper  place.  Since  then 
one  of  thofe  two  events  muft  refult,  we  fliall  lay  before  men 
po  uncertain  Pata  in  the  Documents  of  Commerce,  where- 

•  by 


by  they  itiay  ealoolvte  wlnt  they  loLvt  to  h&pii  fi^fti  Btit\(h 
connezioD  and  tflcor|i6naiob9  and  wkat  t&e^  are  to  (At  in 
its  lois. 

II^ISH    COMMERCE    DURI1?9  THE    LAST  CENTURY, 
FROM  1^9$  TO,  1798.; 

In  1 698  her  balance  of  Commerce  amount^ 

ed  to  400,aao    o  o 

In  1 703,  unable  to  fupport  her  Civil  Efta- 

bli(hment»  the  Coinvnons  laid  her  **  J^-* 

pkraUi  ftati*  before  the  Queen.  .  ■  -^  '        -  t 

From  1 768  to  1 7  79  the  average  balan€«<       ^iOO^QOO'    Oi  o 
lo  1 779>  ^  '«  '*f  3^^  \  703  iS^  Wood- 
fairs  Report  of  Mr.  Burgh's  fpeecb  ia 

the  Iriih  Houfe  of  Commons,  Aug.  12, 

1785)  — ^     ^'- 

In  1785  Exports  to  Britain  2,50o^opO} 

^    Imports  from  ditto  i,6op,ppo  , 

Balattce  r,^b,CHi(i    o  o 

[Here  it  Ibould  be  remarked  that  thieife 

Irilh  Et^orts  wiife  admiktisd  iuif  fra 

into  Brftaih  ^  and  that  on  every  article 

of  Brilifll  import,  a  revenue  was  raiftd;^ 

in  Irelarhi    The  coiifumptioi  of  Irifli' 

Hhehs  at  this  period  wal  orily  20  mil^ 

libns  of  yirdi,  (it  \^'n9W  al^out  52^) 

and  to  fiivour  this,  Britain  taxed  heHelf 

annually  450,0001  (he  laid'  ah  h^avy 

duty  on  Ruffian  and  German  linens, 

and  paid  an  a^d^anoe  price  for  the  li-ift 

otaes.    The  confequehce  is  before  us 

in  the  ioKoenfe  iocreafe  of  tbt6^  lineii" 
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trade  tt  this  day.  But  her  influence  over  j(.        s.  d. 

the  linen  trade  naay  be  afcertained  from 

another  fad  of  the  fame  date,  not  left 
.     convincing,  though  alarming.    In  1 750 

Ireland  exported  more  fail  cloth   than 

(he  imported :  but  at  that  period  Bri- 
tain commenced  a  bounty  on  the  export 

of  their  own  fail  cloth.  '  The  confe-  ^ 

quence  was  the  total  ruin  of  that  manu- 

faSure.  For  in  1 784  none  was  ixporUd   - 

from  Ireland,  and  ito,eoo y^rds  annu^ 

ally  impdrttdJ] 
III  1 79$  IriQi  Imports  into  cm  Port,  viz. 

London  2,209,5011.  3s.  4d. 

Britiih  Manufadures 

from  Ireland  to         1 68,68  7!.  1 8s.  4d. 

Balance  from  only  one—— — — 

Port  in  favour  of  Ireland  2,040,813     $0 

In  the  year  1 785  Irifli  linens  brought  in  two  millions  an- 
nually- to  that  country :  but  we  perceive  from  the  lad  ftate- 
ment,  that  the  balance  from  one  (ingle  port  exceeded  this 
amount  by  4O1813I.  But  we  (hall  further  fee  how  through 
EngU(b  ports,  exten(iye  capitals,  and  dealings,  the  linens 
have  found  their  way  to  foreign  places  to  an  immenfe 
amount :  and  fo  muft  it  be  with.other  fabrics.  Such  is  the 
foftering  hand  and  participation  of  Britiih  commerce  1  From 
the  following  ftatement  laid  before  the  Brit((h  Houfe  of 
Commons,  and  which  (hows  the  profperhy  of  the  linen 
trade,  an  important  lefTon  may  be  learned  by  Ireland. 
Iri(h  Linens  ixp$riid  from  England,  in 

three  quarters,  to  OS.  10,  1797,  157,681     160 

Ditto  in  three  quarters,  to  QQl.  1798,  276,929     1^6 

Increafe 


^7 

Incrcafc  in  three  quar- 
ters, and  Jtiring  tbi    ' 
nbellion  ^-^  19)^7  *9     ^ 

If  we  may  calculate  a 
fourth    quarter  on 
this  ratio  iii  order  to 
make  up  a  jedr't  in-' . 
€rtafe  29,811    ip  loh 


Total  of  one  yearns  in- 

creafe    during  the  ^  ' 

Rebellion  jC**49»<^59  ^9     4^^ 

It  appears  atfo  that  a  ctniury  fince  (169^)  her  balance  of 
comtnercewith  the  whole  world  was  Ufs  iY^n^ng  fifth 
what  it  now  is  witfi  otu  Port  in  Britain :  and  tliat  thirty  years  . 
fiQce,  her  balance  of  coipn>erce  with  the  whole  world  was 
about  om  fourth  of  what  it  now  is  with  a  fingle  Port  in  l^ri- 
tain»  The  application  of  tbofe  fads  to  the  advantages  of 
Britifh  Commerces  to  be  increafed  thrpugh'Incorpor^tion  or 
loft  thcough  Separation,  are  obvious*  Befides^  we  ihould 
lionfider  that  England  fupplies*  Ireland  with  fait,  for  fiflieries 
and  provifions :  hops,  that  (he  cannot  grow ;  tin^  that  (be 
has  not;  hark,  that  (he  cannot  procure  elfe where:  coals, 
without  duty  ;  though  her  own  fubjeSs  pay  two,  three,  ai^d 
four  (hillings  a  chaldron  duty  for  coals  fent  coailways,  and  in 
Lpndop,  feven  (hillings. 

In  the  eflablKhmenc  of  all  manufaduros,  and  to  which 
we  look  through  tha  fecurity  of  Incorporation,  there  are 
two  leading  objeSs,  The  firft  is,  cheapnefs  as  to  provifion 
and  labour,  and  that  b^  Ireland  r  the  next  is  a  near,  fure, 

**  '  and 

*  See  WoodfalPa  Debate,  Aoguft  la,  %%%$$  in  the  C(»amoQs  e{ 
Irubnd*  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer's  fpeecK  ^ 
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and  extenf;vc  marketi  tnd  this  n  in  Englati<].  C^nfeqaently,^ 
with  a  good  climate,  equal  natural  powers^  cheaper  hoi, 
and  lower  labour,  the  (kill  and  capit/il  of  England  will  Ifind 
it9  way  to  Ireland,  in  order  to'  Ul\  to  Engknd ;  and  with 
fuperior  (ttuation,  and  ports  for  commerce,  the  (kill  ^d 
capital  of  England  will  find  its  way  to  Ireland  to  (ell  to,  and 
underfell  all  the  world. 

Under  Incorporation,  commercial  jealoufy  miift  fqbfidej 
and  each  country  forgetting  rivalihip,  enjoy  its  own  na- 
tural and  artificial  advantages,  for  their  refpedive  an4. 
united  benefits.  One  nation  will  purfue  that  manufa^ure 
which  it  can  fabricate  with  mod  profijt ;  and  buy  frongi  t]^e 
other  what  it  can  render  better  and  cheaper.  The  comftiu- 
nkatton  between  tKeir  refpe^ive  markets  wilt  be  encourag*^ 
ed  by  a  mutual  preference;  and  confolidated  and  united 
they  will  foon  out^rital  all  the  (Grangers  of  the  univer(e* 

C&mmercial  jealoufy  has  been  too  long  irritating  both 
countries.  It  has  been  increafed,  and  political  jealoufy 
has  been  roufed  by.  two  Independent .  Legiflatures.  If  tho 
powers  of  the  two  nations,  thus  conne^d,  yet  jeakms, 
be  feparatety  employed  for  coaittiercial  arid  civil  aggnt^if€«> 
infent,  is  it  pbffible  that  their  political  Union  muft  not  be 
iUock^  ?  Separation  of  tntereft  muft  inevitably  ocdaQon 
feparation  of  connexion*  Has  it  not  nearly  produced  it  at 
ijiis  day  ? 

If  we  vilpw  for  a  moment  the  hiftory  of  ftates,  we  may 
fafely  fay,  on  the  analogy  of  faSs,  that  Ireland  muft,.  i»  the 
wfideft  fcheme  of  Republican  freedom,  ever  be  a  conne^ed 
ftate.  The  plan  of  rebellious  feparations  demonftrates  thif 
truth :  for  it  looked  to  connexion  with  France.  Bnt  no- 
thing fave  human  phrcnzy,  could  have  conceived  or  fup- 
porte<d  this  extravagant  purpofe.  Let  the  fituation  of  Ire- 
Ucid  internal  4od:^tfili«l  he  ^itenaaoed^  where  b  tJbere  SH^re 

civil 
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tWt  (bflnlpmt  ^ecf  oun  mein  hiiiw  focb  a^^^ntegei  m  t^ 
ctfoifiMrce  and  protefibioo  f  For^  protedjm,  and  ppw<r&i4 
ptotefitioifi  O/oi  cQuft  have  with  fuch  laternaL  WAa^KmA  iod 
foch  a iiiie  o£  coaft.  Where  thra  fuch  admintages,  an  to 
protedion  and  comtnerce?^  Qe(ides/no  country  cmi  tb^ 
globe  would  coanefi  with  Icekuid,  but  oateimaof  bftnafit^ 
comnbntionand -concelfioni.  What  nation i«poD>jeart|i  tbfio^ 
would  give,  or  could  give  fach  protedion  or  fuch  terns^ 
as  Britain  ?  Let  the  map  of  the  world  be  exafOHqfd :  Let 
the  fK)i»er  oi  each,  empire  be  baUnqed :  Let  the  intereft^  of 
each  ftate  be  fifted :  Let  the  polities  of  all  Europe  be  con* 
fidered :  and  then  let  it  be  fiiLd,  if  tlie  C$mm0rcif  the  Cmh 
JKiuth^t  the  Rgliginu  of  Ij^land  could  or  cjin  owo  their 
fafety,  bat  to.BritiAi  connexion  alone?  That  CQnnojcimi 
.  indeed  is  an  axiom  in  politics  fo  felf-evident»  that  it  is  the 
6xed  principle  of  the  wife  man»  and  the  canting  pretence 
of  the  cunning  knave.  Bt^t  that  connei^  will  n^itt  caapiet 
fubfifl  with  radical  principles  t>f  feparation.  For,  the  trqth 
CJ^n not  b^  too  often  r^peat^d,  where  there  is  jf/^nrtf/zm  of 

'''^^^'iJp^^W^^^f '^?^^'*^**  f^^ft  follow.  .  Whereas,  by 
Incorpora^i^t  r^cnrfiiy^  fr^i^qnfi,  pp^lenceiji  aa(i^  power  fre 
offered}  fac  better  than  French  RepmbUcS)  or  Utefdaa 
D5rc£tories. 

gut  it  nia^  be  a(ked^  wliy  dbes  Britain  offer  Incorpora*^ 
ti^fif  apfl  fuc^.  particip^ftpi^.of  beAcfits— t/^/ti/^  Damws  dona 
fmntu  f'  }Ao(k  tr«ly,,  on.  tie,.  prim^Jplc,  ot  felf-intcrcft  ; 
liberaHty  is  the  wife  man's  egotifiu*  The  (^If-iotereft  tif 
BHt;ain  15,  at  this  day,  undi?rftoqd  to  be  tnfeparablc  frtom 
ih/p  mtje^^^  of  Ireland  :  her  ftrength  is  Briiaiq's  ftfength  ; 
her  grcatnefs  Britain's  glory.  Sl?e  offers  incorporation,  be- 
cscufe  ihe  is  ienfibb  of,  Jthe. ad  vantage,  of  the  connexion.  She 
is  anxiousi  to  give  fepurity  to  Ireland^  be^aufe  (he  is  tbua 

giviqr 
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giving*  fecnrity  to  herfelf;  becaure  Ireland  fappoitf  her 
navigation ;  t  AippUes  her  commerce  with  raw  materiaU  ia 
^  linen-yarn^  woollen- yarn  and  hides;  becaufe  it  gives  her 
provifions,  money,  I  men,  t  and  importance  in  the  confi*. 
deration  of  Foreign  Powers ;  becaufe  it  is  for  Britaiif,  be« 
yond  the  rampart  of  her  rocks/  and  the  deep  moat  ^  the 
ocean,  a  citadel  that  (he  can  furround  with  her  invincible . 
walls.  ' 

Thefe  are  the  important  reafons  why  fhe  would  embofom 
her  in  her  bleflings.     Will  Ireland  then  embrace  them  and  : 
unite,  or  will  fhe  feparate  ? 

Separated,  Ireland  muft  be  at  war  or  peace  with  Britain. . 
FIrft :  if  {he  be  at  war,  and  a  tool  in  the  hands  of  the  ene<» 
mies  of  Britain,  the  coniequence  may  be  death  to  Brttahi 

if 

*  Had^Britain  an  enemy'in  Ireland,  and  were  flie  tbqs  fituafed 
between  two  hoftile  lines  Eafb  and  Weft,  what  an  extent  of  ^coaft 
would  ihe  hare  to  guard  againft  on  both  fides  and  to  preyed  at 
h6me  ?  How  would  her  commerce  be  endan^red  and  hemmed 
in  on  every  point  ?  How  would  fhe  be  expofed  to  inrafion  ?  The 
pafiage  from  Ireland  requires  but  boats  and  a  ihort  fpacc  of  time. 

t  The  trade  between  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  employs,  as  we  , 
have  heard,  about  half  the  tonnage  of  Englilh  conunerce  in  Europe, 

fl  Befides  victualling  the  Navy,  8cc*  Ireland  is  become'  a  granary  ^ 
lor  England.  It  contains  about  feventeen  million  acres,  which* 
though  inferior  in  tillage>  are  fuperior  in  nature  to  the  lands  In 
England.  For,  even  in  this  ftate,  when  they  would  require  about 
So  millions  (or  5I.  ,per  acre)  to  bring  them  to  the  fame  degree  of 
cultivation  as  thofe  in  England,  Mr.  A-  Young  eftimates  their  acre- 
able  rental  to  be  equa].  We  have  befere  faid  that  we  bidieye  thi«  ' 
eftimate  to  he  under  the  reality ;  howeyer^  it  gives  twelve  million 
7^Q  thoufand  pounds  per  annum. 

$  The  population  of  Ireland  is  not  fi>  high  as  fUted  in  the  late 
examination  before  the  Parliament  in  that  country.  This  was  but 
aii  opinion ;  Whereas,  it  appears  from  the  hearth  money  books^ 
that  it  is  beneath  five  milljoos^  but  above  four ;  perhaps  it  may 
be  midway  between  both« 


3« 
if  {he  does  not  fubdue  Ireland.  And  if  (he  does  fubdue  her : 
the  dodrine  of  prevention,  againft  a.  cafe  recurring  ib  awful 
in  its  effeds,  may  enforce  the  total  deftruSton  of  Ireland^ 
.  But  next  fuppofe  Ireland  not  at  war  with  England:  then 
according  to  fhofe  imperious  di3ateS|  which  policy  muft 
preTcribe  for  Britain,  and  according  to  the  principle  of  the 
balance  of  Power^  Ireland  muft  not  throw  herfelf  into  the. 
fcale  of  France.  If  it  does,  war  is  declared  :  and  the  re* 
fults  follow,  which  have  been  already  dated. 

But  fuppofe  that  thefe  refults  were  not  to  folloi;^:  would 
the  cafe  of  Ireland,  united  with  France,  be  improved  ?  It 
would  then  indeed  wear  chains.  And  though  embelliflied 
with  a  falfe  name,  would^h^y  be  the  lighter?  If  it  looks 
for  freedom  in  French  fraternity,  it  is  to  be  fooliih  beyon^ 
the  ^privilege  of  paflion.  But  if  arguments,  if  fads,  that  tj^e 
power  of  controverfy  cannot  change,  may  add  weight,  to 
opinion,  hear  the  French  themfelves:  judge  thembpt^  by 
their  words  and  anions.  * 

Suppofe  however  that  French  fraternity  were  a  jtind  ero- 
brace,  and  not  a  preflure  incompatible  with  evidence  in 
wealth  or  independence — the  fuppofition  is  howpver  abfurd 
-—but  what  would  be  the  refult  ?  f  "  Franc^  would  be 
rendered  both  the  weaker  and  the  poorer,  by  thui.  acquiring 
an  Ifland  fo  difficult  to  be  governed,  and  fo  very  expenfive 
to  be  maintained."  Cbnfeqtjently  though  Ireland  began  in 
peace,  (he  would  be  forced  into  war ;  though  Ihe  began  in 
liberty  (he  would  be  forced  into  flavery :  though  (he  began 
in  dreams  of  wealth,  (he  would  die  in  the  pangs  of  poverty, 
blood,  and  civil  abjedion. 

Again : 

^  See  enumeration  of  the  contribution s,  confifcations,  and  re- 
quifitioQS  of  the  French  Nation,  with  an  account  of  the  countcies 
revolutionized  fince  the  commencement  of  the  prefent  war. 

t  Dca^  Tucker. 


Afpiti :  fuppofe  IrtkiAd  qot  H  ^r  but  •!  puct  i^ifli 
Engfamdy  md  in  amity  with  France,  or  a  Province  of  France, 
which  ever  is  moft  pleafing:  even  in  this,  cafe,  though 
Britain  and  Irekmd  ht  feparaHed,  <'  *  the  couffe  of  trade 
will  be  ruled  by  intiereft  and  by  no  other  motive.  There- 
fore fo  long  as  the  Engtifli  market  will  be  the  ntoft  eligible, 
fo  long  the  Irifh  wilt  give  Great  Bjritain  the  preference  to 
other  countries/'  And  confeqtiemly  Britain  witl  bt  fure  of 
,    the  trade  without  the  expenoe  of  protedton. 

Bur  further;  foppoie.  the  EngUfls  were  to  rejdft  them 

from  their  market — what  then  becomes  of  Ireland  ?     Will 

America  take  M  her  linens  i  How  blind  ar^  men  Who  view 

objeds  through  the  medium  of  enthufiafm  and  plffioa  1  This 

Iiowever  is  at  lead  a  pericid'  for  common  prudence  and  conk- 

mon  exf^erience  to  teach  nMinkiAd.     But  will  Ireland  tnde 

to  France,  when  driven  out  from  England  ?  •*  It  is  iropoflible 

for  her  to  trade  with  her  to  any  advantage.    For,  flie  muft 

be  a  lofer  in  almoft  every  articfe.     She  can  fend  none  of 

her  manufadures  into  France,  becaufe  they  are  rendbrecf 

much  cheaper  in^that  country.    And  file  can  import  nothirig 

from  thence,  but  what  has  a  tendency  to'  audoe  her  people 

idle  inftead  of  induftrious.'* 

Thus  then  ftands  the  cafe  of  Ireland:  on  the  d^Krifibh  of 
which  the  exiftence  of  that  ftate  depends,  and  in  which 
the  repofe  and  fecurity  of  the  Britifli  Empire  are  deeply  id- 
voived. 

From  this  point  Ireland  is  toafcend  ordefeend*  Some 
change  muft,  and  will  take  place :  and  though  it  be  not  ini- 
mediate,  total feparatton  will  inevitably  enfuCj  ifa  real  Union, 
.  or  Incorporation  of  the  Parliaments  be  not  adopted.  But  by 
this  meafure  will  the  Conftitution  be  altered  ?  No  ^  all  the 
eflential  good  will  he  thus  retained,  and  the  contingeilt  evil, 

which 

^  Dean  Tucker. 
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"which  has  been  (6  (oudly  murmured  againfti  got  rid  of. 
*rhe  complaints  of  one  party  againft  faSion  and  its  confe- 
<)uences  mud  ceafe :  and  the  complaints  of  the  other  againft 
'  fubverfton  of  the  Conftitution  can  be  heard  no  more.  The 
objed:  is  not  to  appfy  temporary  palliatives  to  the  pne^  not 
to  roughly  amputate  the  newly-acqtiircd  powers  of  the 
other.  Fair  otherwife  1  The  Union  proceeds  upon  radical 
JprincipleSf  that  its  operation  may  be  perpetual  againft  dif« 
order.  The  prerent  conflift  has  coft  hisMajefty  lo  millions 
iof  money  and  46,000  fubjeds  in  Ireland.  Muft  not  every 
man  be  proteSed  againft  his  Ihare  in  fuch  calamities:  the 
high  and  eminent,  and  the  low  and  humble?  Should  hot  both 
religions  be  fnatched  from  a  Revolutionary  death  ?  Muft  not 
all  property  be  faved  from  Republican  rapacity  i  And  fince 
we  have  but  one  Conftitution  and  one  King,  (hould  we  not 
have  but  one  Senate,  one  fword,  one  purfe,  one  profperlty, 
fiiould  we  not  form  one  United  and  Imperial  Britain  ? 

Thus  all  parties  will  ftand  under  a  greater  fcale  of  pro« 
telling  vigilance ;  and  the  abilities  and  virtues  of  none  be 
ftunted  by  the  abfencc  of  the  Court.  But  while  the  Vice- 
roy remains  for  all  the  wife  celerity  and  dtfpatch  of  Execu- 
tive  Goyernmentt  the  proportions  of  power,  and  the  felec- 
tion  of  merit,  and  the  juft  pretenfions  of  all,  will  be  fixed 
upon  a  broader  and  fectirer  bads— the  folid  claims  of  virtue 
andof  tajents. 

The  fourth  objedion  ist-^that  an  tnc^rporative  Union 
tends  ultimately  to  feparation^  ^ 

This  atfcrtion  we  deny.  For,  if  the  caufes  of  feparation, . 
that  is,  if  the  elements  of  ilifcord  be  difolved,  all  combina* 
tions  for  this  purpofe  will  ceafe.  And,  that  grounds  of 
folid  conciliation  are  contained  in  the  meafure  of  incorpora- 
tion, we  doubt  hot  that  the  conflid:ing  parties  of  thi$ 
moment,  will  find,  upon  difpaffionate  deliberation. 

F  The 
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The  one  body  of  men  ^onfifb  of  thofe  who  founded  tbeir 
purpofe9  of  feparation  upon  the  wrongs  of  Parliamntary 
faStions ;  we  take  their  own  ftatements  in  order  to  convince 
them  upon  the  fame  point  of  (Irengthj  in  which  they  have 
been  pleafed  to  place  their  motives.  The  other  party  con- 
iifls  of  thofe  men,  wiho,  roufed  at  the  meditated  fubvtrjion 
§f  Government f  have  been  vidorious  in  its  prefervation. 

Since,  therefore,  Psrltamentary  {2lQaoi\%  on  one  fide,  and 
annihilation  of    the    Conftitution    on    the    other,    form 
the    grounds    of   complaint,    a  competent    and     fpecific 
remedy  for    both  will    be   found    in     the   Incorporative 
Union,     It  is  the  vehicle  of  diflblution  for  all  the  caufes  of 
feparation  fo  loudly  urged  by  the  one ;  and  confequently  for 
all  the  effeSs  fo  juftly  dreaded  by  ,the  other :  to  the  one,  it 
will  give  (indead  of  a  party-government,  or  the  rule  of  a 
Miniflerial  Cabinet,  as  they  flate  it)  the  unparalleled  bleflf- 
ingsof  a  firitifh  Government;  and,  to  the  other,  perfed 
fecurity  for  the  flability  of  this  unequalled  Government. — 
The  Catholic  will  no  longer  have  an  ambitious  and  neigh- 
bouring zealot,  as  he  calls  the  Irifh  Proteftant,  who  is  to 
rule  over  him ;  nor  the  Proteftant  have  a  bigotted  and  en« 
vious  Catholic,  as  he  terms  him,  to  endanger  his  property 
or  his  power.     But  both  feds  will  be  unalterably  fecure 
againft  each  other  in  t(ie  very  Iburce  and  origin  of  their 
complaints. 

The  fecurity  of  the  Catholic  is  obvious  in  the  total  re-- 
moval  of  the  caufes :  and  the  Proteftant  may  fully  perceive 
his  fecurty  in  the  effeSs,  when  rebellion  can  have  neither 
beginning  nor  ^d :  that  is,  when  the  Parliament,  whether 
iomplained  of  as  the  infirument,  or  viewed  as  the  objeSf  of  ' 
ambition,  be  incorporated  with  the  Britiih  Legiflature. 
But,  ft)ould  it  ftill  be  alked,  how  will  this  incorporation  of 
Parliament  give  more  fecurity  than  at  prefent,  againfl  thofe 

.  .  who 
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,  who  really  plot  for  fiparailon,  and  whofe  complaints  arc 
but  a  made  ?  The  anfwcr  is,  that,  when  this  Parliament  is 
fecured  to  one,  and  cannot  injure  the«other  by  incorj^oration^ 
then  the  Empire  will  decidedly  proteS  Itfelf  agaihft  any 
branch  or  body,  that  (hould  rife  to  violate  the  unqtieftion- 
able  bleffings  of  its  Conftitution-  Then,  indeetl,  aH  com- 
plaints muft  be  utterly  vain ;  becaufe  no  juft  caufc  for  thenl 
can  fubfift,  and  becaufe  this  will  be  known  to  the  enipir^ 
at  large;  whereas,  at  prefent,  the  knowledge  wifti  refpeS" 
to  Ireland,  is  really  little,  and  that  little  much  obfcur^d. 
It  is  but  the  loud  burft  of  explofion,  which  is  heafd  it 
a  dt  fiance,  but  of  which  the  caufe  cannot  be  fe^n  nor 
examined. 

But,  fnppofe  unfounded  complaints  (hould  artft,  and 
arm  for  feparation,  what  would  be  ttie  refult  ? — The  reply 
to  this '  queftion  may  alfo  quiet  the  apprehenfion  'of  'fotti6 
men,  who  (late  that  the  Catholics  do  not  now  defife  le'gif- 
lative  privilege  ;  that,  on  the  contrary,  it  ferves  them  as  a 
blind  camp,  which' occupies  attention  while  tfhey  feek  fiiccefs 
in  another  quarter,  in  phyfical  not  legiflative  power.  Let  thii 
be  admitted :  and  the  anfwer  is,  that,  fo  long  as  the'  tw'<i 
nations  are  in  reality  feparated,  (though  nominally  ancl  ap- 
parently united,)  inftead  of  being  incorporated  in  fuch  a 
manner  that  no  part  can  be  influenced  without  the  other,  fa 
long  their  interefts  are  evidently  not  the  faipe,  and  thcrt* 
mifchiefs  cannot  be  evidently  and  mutiialfyfelt.  But  if 
really  incorporated,  they  then  conftitute  one  and  the  fame 
point ;  they  are  then  indivifible  in  their  dangers,  and  muft* 
rife  or  fall  together. — And  herein  is  containied  the  (lability' 
of  the  Irifti  Conllitution.  The  numbers  to  preferve  thefe 
bleflings  to  themfelves  will  be  as  fourteen  to  three ; — the* 
numbers  to  deftroy  them  are  now  three  againft  one.  Con- 
fequcntly,  it  muft  appear  from  hence,  that  as  by  phyficar 

force- 


$6 

force  ff  curity  is  •fiabliflied^that  at  by  tlic  force  of  uiterc(|fc 
it  is  no  lefs  firmly  eftablilhed ;  therefore*  \ipQn  thore  twQ 
"(irincipal  and  great  groc^ods.  pf  ^o^^  and  iptereftji  np  fepa.T 
ratioti  caq  follow. 

Moreover— th^  Prot^ft^ts*  in  §enc^,  (lat<|  (oojtwitlvr 
ftaodipg  the  contrary  opinion  on  the  part  of  ptl^ers  as  to  the 
change  of  political  ti^dics)  tb^t  the  addtrefs  of  the  Catholic^ 
PQt  only  ^as  to  get  poflTeflTion  of  the  Parliament — **  for  (hen* 
fay  they»  equality  of  power  ^i  fap^riofity  of  numbers 
vould  have  rendered  them  paramount*' — but  they  ftatCj^  that 
this  plap  hjiill  per  fevered  in.  Be  it  gr^ntedj^  th^n  ; — an4 
frhat  fpllpwB  ? — that  ^^P  obje6k  of  this  f<phfroe|,  if  it  be 
reparation*  perKhesat  the  moment  of  Incofporation. 

9ut^  fuppofe  that'  Incprporation  fliputd  noj  take  pjace,  and 
that  the  Catholics  feek  parliamentary  power  ;  their  obje^ 
f  itber  is*  or  is  not  feparatipn.  If  it*  be  not  feparation  :  is  it 
f  matter  of  ro^ch  mqment  to  the  Qoverninent  whether 
Catboiics  get  into, the  Irifli  Parliament  pc  npt  ?  If  it  be  fe-i 
paratipn :  wbjs  then*  npt  terminate  \t  by  Incorporation  ?• 
But*  whether  it  be  feparatipn*  or  otherwife ;  the  Cathoiicai 
either  will  or  yrill  not  get  into  Pari iamept.  So.  Ipng  as  th^y 
do  not*  the  legifla,tiv;e  privilege  will  be  fpught  with  niore 
fvidity  and  more  difcord*  the  more  it  is  refufed.  And  if  it  bo 
gained*  let  thofe*.who  refift  ipcorporatton*  ptufe  upon  their 
fears. 

Further :  let  it  b^  ^onfidere^^  that*  if  Incorporation 
takes  place^  and  the  Irifli  Catholics  were  to  requeft  admif-r 
£ion  into  the  Britifli  Parlianientj  one  of  two  events  mu(( 
fpjiow— either  the  rec^ueft  would  or  would  not  be  acceded 
t^.  But  in  both  cafes*  the  fears  of  the  Irifl\  Proteftants 
ipuft  cea^fe.  For  if  the  national  yoic«t  or  the  feelings  of  9, 
Britifh  Parliaments^  werp  to  iilence  the.  denf\and*  the  Pro- 
teftasts  of  Ireland  qould  confequently  have  nothing  to  dread. 
Or— if*  on  the  contrary*  the  Britifli  Conflitutioa  w^re  no^ 
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foand  too  jSroog ;  and  if  iiicb  an  z8t  were  not  tn  annihilation 
of  its  charters,  but  the  Catholics  were  to  be  admitted  into 
its  Parliament;  certainly,  the  Iri(b  Proteftant  could  not 
pofiibly  have  anyobjedion  :  becaufe  the  inferior  number  of 
the  C^tholicsi  in  fuch  an  united  Parliament,  and  the  iden-> 
tity  of  conftitution  ii)  both  countries,  would  form  the  pro- 
,  tedjon  of  Ireland)  ^  well  i^s  of  Britain  ;  and  becaufe  the 
former  could  npt  b^  injured  withoiK  the  latter.  Hence, 
therefore  all  idea  of  feparation  vnniflies. 

Thus  the  pne  party,  finding  by^  Incprporarion,  fecurity 
ggainft  the  phyQcal  for^  or  civil  infringements  ol  the  other . 
#nd  the  other  party  finding,  by  Incorporation,  like  fecurity 
againft  all  fadious  oppreflion,  iq  whatever  fenfe  or  (Irength 
they  have  thoug^ht .proper  to  place  it;  we  may,  therefore, 
V^ithout  charge  of  fancy,  found  the  dirge  of  Stfaration^^ 
ujuiis  ia  certa  laborum  f  All  parties  will  hence  enjoy  repofe 
apd  fecurity :  and  un<|ue(lioqably  (his  fectirity  and  repofe 
will  throw  open  the  improved  commerce  of  the  unhirfi*^ 
Herein,    then,  perifli  all  thoughts  of  feparation ;  and  the 
Conftitotioo  moft  )tv^t^  Amidft  the  golden  glory  of  virtuous 
and  adive  commerce,  mep  will  contemplate  bleflings  be- 
yond the  dreams  pf  fancied  power,  and  liberty  beyond  the 
flights  of  Republicanifm.    Imperial  flrengtfa  will^then  be 
found  paramount  to  all  parties  in  the  ftate,<^paramount  to 
all  enemies  over  the  globe.    It  is  under  fqch  important  ad- 
vantages of  Incorporation,  that  men  will  become  attached 
to  the  Ooyemment  and  to  the  date :  they  will  fe^I  that  they 
have  a  country ;  their  firft  itlea  will  be,  fecurity  and  impe. 
rial  (Irength ;  their  fecond,  profperity  and  national  peace. 
And  thus,  the  different  members  coalefcing  into  the  «mtty 
pt  brethren--^ Will tbey  exhibit  a  group  tending  ultimately 
(p  feparation  ? 

Far 
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Far  otlicrwlfc :  but  this  great  cffcia,  fo  dircSIy  contrary 
to  reparation,  cannot  be  brought  about  without  an  IncorpO'.' 
rative  Union,  And  were  it  produced  otlierwife,  which  is 
utterly  impoflible  tinder  the  exi(ling  circumftances  of  Ireland^ 
'  it  would  be  unliable  and  infecure.  Civil  mifery  and  fepara*^ 
tion  muft  follow.     Let  us  fift  this  point. 

As  nearly  as  moral  deduSions  can  approach  .demonftra-r 
tive  proof,  we  believe  it  may  h^Ve  appeared  that  the  jarring 
confliQs  of  parties  will  ceafe  under  incorporation.  Wheftas, 
it  is  manifeft  already^  that  without  this  Incorporation,  the 
claims  and  difcords  of  party  arife  with  new  vigour,  and  upon 
mw  grounds.;  and  that  confcquently  tumultuary  fcenes 
menace  an  increafe.  Such  then  are  the  obvious  e£Fe3s  of 
incorporation,  and  n6n-incorporation*  Let  us  however,  in, 
order  effeftually  to  convince  nien  that  Union  does  not  te|id 
ultimately  to  Reparation,  but  that  the  very  reyerfe  of  this 
propofition  is  the  cafe,  give  them  the  ftrongeft  ground  of 
argument,  whereon  they  could  combat,  and  ftill  they  will 
be  defeated. 

Suppofe  therefore,  that  all  thefe  Tnteftine  ftruggUs  and 
tumultuary  commotions  were  to  fubdde,  and  that  happinefs 
and  virtue  were  to  blefs  all  ranks  and  conditions  of  m^n :  that 
the  upper  and  the  lower  orders  had  eftabliftied  by  wife  r;egu- 
lations  a  civil  fyftem  cementing  them  in  love  and  friendlhip  j . 
and  that  Catholics,  and  Proteftants,  and  Diflfentcrs,  all, 
lived  in  the  endearing  amity  of  brethren. — A  more  complete^ 
fyftem  of  civil  happinefs,  we  believe  no  man  will  require. 
But  the  queftioH,  which  follows  this,  is  firft,  how  long  will. 
itlaft?  And  next,  if  feparation  were  to  enfue,  may  not 
fep^rated  Ireland,  thus  eftablifhed  upon  a  bafis  of  civil  bap'<^. 
pkiefs  and  nior^t  virtue,  lad  s^pd  enjoy  herfelf  long  ? 
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To  anCwer  thefe  queftioos^  we  (hall  recur  to  experience 
and  fads :  for»  opinions  may  he  va^ue,  or  reiifled  however 
folid  and  condufive. 

Both  ancient  and  modern  times  furnifh  us  with  example*, 
that  fmall  dates  have  not  fufEcient  force  to  infure  them  kng 
life.  It  was  the  cafe  in  Greece;  it  is  the  cafe  ir^  Switzerland, 
was  in  Genoa,  and  will  probably  be  in  all  the  New  Republic?. 
Societies,  being  compofed  of  men;,  have  the  vices  of  mes. 
Nations  therefore  are  capable  of  ambition^  hatred,  and  jea- 
loufy ;  and  where  there  are  feeds  for  thofe  paffions  in  fepar 
rate  intere'Ss  and   purfuits,  dividon   is   manifeft,  and   no 

NOMINAL  UNION    CAN   HOLD    OR  LAST*  JLONG.      This 

being  the  cafe,  and  Ireland  being  feparated,  its  fyftem  of 
complete  happinefs,  which  we  have  fuppoied,  would  in- 
flantly  be  diflurbed ;  firft,  by  the  internal  rivalry  of  indi- 
viduals ;  and  next  by  the  external  ambition  of ^  furroundui|p 
nations  ?  The  parties  of  Holland  would  foon  be  revived  in 
Ireland,  and  contending  nations  make  this  feparaied  hafpf 
fpot  a  fcene  of  civil  tumult,'  and  perfonal  animofity  ?  What 
a  fource  of  hatred  would  feparation  open  for  Briraip?  What 
a  fource  of  war  with  France?  What  a  fcene  of  blood  for 
Ireland  ?  What  a  gulph  of  jealoufy  would  commerce  form  ^ 
And  in  this  detached  (late  of  Ireland,  even  thofe  i^^jr  in^ 
dividuals  would  foon,  through  their  paiCons,  enable  the 
neighbouring  power  to  profit  of  their  divifions,  and  make 
one  fwallow  up  the  other.  Or  one  of  the  great  neighbour- 
ing powers  of  fuch  a  Aate,  favoured  by  its  ftrength,  or  fanc- 
tioned  by  its  circumftances,  would  mark  it  for  an  objed  of 
cbnqueft,  and  teri^inate  its  hatred,  its  jealoufy,  or  ambition,, 
in  its  ruin. 

The  monuments  of  hiftory  have  preferved  for  us  the  xpc- 
mory  of  thofe  times,  when  all  Europe,  Italy»  the  Gauls,  the 
Spaing,  and  Germany,   were  fubdividid  into  a  crowfl  of 
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mall  dates  t  wc  know  how  they  finiflid.  Eftglarid  too  was 
portioned  out  into  fmall  dates,  IrtiUnd  into  petty  monarchies: 
but  fhey  have  all  fubmitted  to  <fne.  Should  it  however  h  e 
gnfwered  that  Venice,  and  other  fmall  ftates,  have  main*^ 
tained  themfelves  long  in  Europe  i  the  reply  is,  that  it  Was 
dot  the  refult  of  their  own  power,  but  of  the  policy  and  in-^ 
tereft  of  their  neighbours.  And  that  very  principle^  which 
formed  their  prefervatioAi  would  form  "the  dedrudion  of 
Ireland.  The  power,  policy,  .and  intereft  of  other  nations 
wolild  make  it  the  feat  of  war  and  fCene  of  eonqtieft,  or  the 
feal  of  amity  by  mutual  abandonment,  and  guaranteed  iniig^ 
nificance.  Such  fs  the  refult  of  feparation ;  which  is  the  re- 
fult  of  non-incorporation. 

On  thefe  grounds  therefore,  an  incorporative  Union  ap- 
pears a  meafure  of  preTervation  from  without  and  within  ; 
and  a  meafure  n6t  only  of  aggrandizeittent  and  elevation  to 
the  date,  but  of  repofe  and  drength  to  the  empire.  It  has 
not  for  its  objeft^  a  eonqued  of  parties,  but  a  balance  of 
parties ;  to  unite,  and  not  to  divide ;  to  govern  England  by 
an  Iridi  Parliament,  and  Ireland  by  an  Englidi  Parliament^ 
in  as  much  as  each  will  be  governed  by  the  united  wifdom  of 
both.  All  afis  will  then  be  the  refult  of  the  concurrence  of 
the  Eappire :,  no  mifleeds  can  then  poffibly  find  fecurity  in 
tte  intrigues  of  little  party:  nor  any  mifrule  be  then  founded 
either  by  calumny  or  by  truth  upon  the  Parliamentary  in- 
fluence of  fa^ions  in  a  fingleAate. 

Ireland  will  no  longer  have  to  cothplain  of  Viceroys  in- 
fluencing Parliaments,  or  Parliaments  influencing  Viceroys. 
But,  that  country  will  have  a  King  and  aParliament^  as  has 
been  demanded  by  the  voice  of  difcontent,  which  fought  for 
reparation.     '     ' 

And  here  a  new  and  important  confideration  opens  before 
us.    If  any  Government,  as  it  has  been  advanced  on  the  re- 
bellious 


.  bcllious  fide,  poffcffes  or  admits  of  faculties  fufficient  to  pro- 
voke feparation  ;  but  does  not  poflefs,  as  it  has  been  flated 
on  the;  oppofite  fide,  fufBcient  to  root  rebellion  rapidly  out ; 
fuch  a  Government,  every  man  will  allow,  is  pofitively  bad.  • 
But  it  is  relatively  worfe',  if  a  better  can  be  eftablifhed.  The 
Government  thus  complained  of  by  the  confli6ting  parties  in 
Ireland*  (for  we  reafon  upon  theij  complaints  in  order  to  in- 
veftigate,  and  lay  before  them,  the  remedy)  is  an  executive 
Viceroy  with  a  Legiflative  Parliament.  And  againft  the  in- 
fluence of  which,  operating  reciprocally  as  caufc  and  cffeft, 

•the  loudeft  murmurs  have  gone  forth,  and  been  fwellcd  with 
every  aggravation  for  the  caufc  of  feparation.  What  then 
muft  follow  ? 

This  Government  confifts  of  two  parts :  to  which  of  tbefc 
|wo  is  a  remedy  to  be  applied  ?  Is  it  to  the  Viceroy  ?  On 
account  of  the  natural  feparation  of  the  two  kingdomsj  the 
Executive  Government  in  England  <:annot  in^mediately  dif-  . 
charge  its  funAions  in  Ireland.  Thefe  operations  muft  there^ 
fore  be  deputed  to  fecond  means.  The  fyftera  of  Lor<^s 
Juftices  has  been  already  tried  for  this  purpofe,  and  was 
found  highly  perpicious.  The  fyftem  of  Anceroys  has  been 
i  ried,  and  is  found  lefs  .pernicious.  ;But  ft»ll  there  is  a  bane  in 
Viceroyal  Government  which,  not:  only  according  to  fepa- 
ratifts,  but  other;5,  has  been  Parliamentary  influence.  •  The 
executive  power*  however,  muft  exift  in  the  Viceroy,  and 
ihe legiflative  ope  muft  «xift  in  the  Parliament;  and  tbere^ 
fore  jfmce  neither  muft  be  dcftroyed,  what  is  to  be  done  i 
— There  is  manifeftly  no.  medium  left,  itf  order  to  fi* 
lence  all  thpfe  complaints,  but  to  diffdive  the  <:ontaS 
and  confequently  the  reciprocal  operation  of  thisinflu* 
cpcc,  by  incorpontting  the  Irilh  with  the  Britifti  Legiflature. 
And  thus,  according  to  the  circumftances  and  conftitution  oF 
the  two  countries,  all  the  good  of  the  Viceregal  Executive 
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is  confiderably  ameliorated,  and  all  the  murmufed  at  evil  of 
l^arlianientary  influence  wifely  removed  from  the  organ  of 
fep^ration.  - 

Prejudice  alone  can  be  blind  to  conviftion  upon  the  ad- 
vantage, as  well  as  the  neceflity  of  this  incorporation.  For 
the  whole  matter  refolves  itfelf  into  a  queftion  of  one  fimplc 
point  that  every  reafonable  man  can  anfwer.  Is  it  better  to 
have  a  Viceroy  in  contaft  with  Parliament  as  berttofore  in 
Ireland,  or  to  bave  the  Monarch  co-operating  with  Parlia- 
ment, as  at  prefcnt  in  Britain  ?  Upon  this  queftion  we 
believe  no  man  can  entertain  a  doubt.  And  (hould  it  even  be 
aflced,  may  not  Parliamentary  influence  operate  from  Britain? 
Hihp  beft' anfwer  is:  contemplate  its  efFeSs  in  Britain: 
examine  her  exalted  fituation ;  and  then  let  us  weep  over 
the  deplorable  condition  of  Ireland. 

It  appears  throughout  the  hiftory  of  pad  ages,  that  the 
civile  religious,  and  pdliticil  fiate  of  that  ifland  have  been 
peculiar  beyond  exam(^Ie.  It  appears  throughout  the  exifting 
evidence  of  fads,  that  the  difcord  of  internal  interefts,  and 
the  jarrings  of  external  policy  have  been  by  no  means  bar- 
monifed.  Rebellion  and  a  defire  of  feparation  have'  been 
uniformly  and  throughout  time  a  prominent  feature,  under 
Viccroyahy  in  contaft  with  Parliaments.  We  do  not 
however  attribute  this  to 'the  Government :  the  difeafe  is 
not  of.  the  phyfician's  creation,  but  its  continuance  may 
argue  incapacity.  Befides,  It  appears  that  this  contad  and 
itSjConfequciKCs  have,  fumiflied  murmurs  and  pleas  for  fepa- 
ration. Is  it  not  reafonable  then  to  fuppofe,  that  a  dif*^ 
folution  of  the  caufes.wiU  be  followed  by  a  diffoiution  of  the 
effeds;  rather  than  feparation  Ihould  enfue'with  more  cer- 
tainty, the  lefs,  the  caufes  for  it  fubfift  ? 

Whether  the  complaints  of  parties  in  Ireland  be  true  of 
falfe^  -th^re  are  argMmenti  as  clear  as  exiflence  itfelf,  that 
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Ireland  ihould  defire  incorporation  :  that  (he  (hauld  gladlf 
embrace  the  fanie  Lcgiflative  Government  as  England,  and  , . 
prefer  its  King^  Lords,  and  Commons,  to  a  Viceroy,  Lords, 
and  Commons.  FaSs  arc  folid  and  irrefiftible  proofs, 
Britain  offers  them  in  the  abundance  of  its  glory,  optilencc, 
and  profperity,  in  favour  of  Incorporation  ;  Ireland  in  the 
biflory  opits  poverty,  complaints,  and  rebellions. 

The  reafons  are  numerous  and  undeniable  for  Irehwid's 
placing  herfelf  under  the  immidiaU  vigilance  of  her  SdVereign 
and  Parliartient,  rather  than  remaining  as  heretofore  under 
a  Viceroy.     The  pofition  of  a  Viceroy  in  contaft  with 
Parliament   differs   widely   from   that  of  hi*  Sovereign  : 
Becaufe,  with  refppfl  to  Parliaraeht,  the  Monarch  Js  above 
all  party  ;  becaufe,  with  refpeft  to  intcreft,  the  Vicer^gent 
has  no  hereditary  intereft,  infeparable  from  the  profperity 
of  the  flate^  becaufe  with  refpeS  to  the  ftates,  there  muft 
ever  be  under  the  exifting  fyfterti  a  fpectes  of  rivalry  fub- 
fifting  between  the*  country  which  he  is  fent  togovem,  und 
the  One  from  which  he  may  be  chofen,  and  wherein  ailhia 
interefts  lie.     Whereas  both  are  ecpial-to  the  Sovereign: 
his  intereft  arifes  from  both; 'and  Jiis  high  honours  «Ik1. 
emoluments  are  perfonal,  -permanent,  'and  entailed  up^  hit 
pofterity.     Confequcntly,  with  this   view,  ^he  will  watch 
P^rliamentsu'y  influence,  and  find  his  own  intereft,  and  that - 
of  his  defcendants  infeparably  liAked  with  the  ihterefl  of 
e^h  flate.     Hofls  of  arguments  might  foe^prodticed  Vipon 
ttiis  head,  were  it  necefFary :  and  all  tending  to 'ftiow  that* 
when  Incorporation  places  Irelandunder  fuch  vigilance,  there  ' 
cannot  be  much  dread  of  feparatiioiK 

It  may  alfo  be  briefly  remarked,  that  in  all  Governments 
whatever,  where  Legiflative  ihfluetic^  is  conneded  with 
temporary  executive  author^y,  the  iStO.^  at-e  perhieiotss^ 
lo  confirmation  of  this>  let  the  Ecclefiaftical  Governni«.tt 
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of  Esrope  be  confidered  for  a  moment :  where  the  chief  has 
infinitely  greater  interefts  at  ftake  on  the  well-doiiv^  of  the 
ooontry,  than  a  deputed  ruler  can  poffibly  have  in  Viceroy- 
alty.  Yet  the  influence  of  fuch  Ecclefiaftical  Governments 
marks  itfelf  for  the  traveller's  eye  in  the  wretched  face  of 
the  country,  the  n^led  of  agriculture,  and  the  poverty  of 
the  fubjeds.  And  whence  all  this  ?  Evidently  becaufe  the 
ruler's  intereft  is  too  little,  while  the  a&ion  and  readion  of  • 
Influence  between  his  Coumils  chambers  and  himfelf,  are  too 
great.  His  reign,  however,  clofes  but  with  his  exiftence. ' 
But  were  it  limited  to  four  or  five  years  inftead  of  being 
permanent  for  life,  or  rather  were  its  duration  dependant 
on  the  will  of  another,  then  with  the  rapidity  of  fuccefli<Hi 
the  mifchiefs  oi'  Influence  would  increafe.  Since  therefore, 
even  this  Ecclefi^aflical  Government  has  advantages  above 
Viceroyalty  connefked  with  Parlianjcntary  Influence ;  for, 
the  Ecclefiaftical  Ruler  muft,  by  any  immoral  exercifc  of  - 
his  power,  defile  the  facred  chara£ter  of  bis  own  fovereignty; 
whereas  the  Viceroy,  under  the  adion  and  re-aSion  of  Par'- 
liamentafy  influence,  plays  with  the  awful  dignity  of 
another's  fceptre ;  were  it  not  better  for  the  nation,  to  be 
placed  under  the  perfonal  vigilance  of  its  Hereditary  Monarch 
immediately  co-operating  with  its  Parliament  ?  Were  not 
fuch  a  Governmental  fyftem  far  preferable  to  the  one  here- 
tofore in  ufe,  and  lefs  liable  to  caufe  a  feparatipn  between 
the  great  Members  of  the  Empire  ? 

Surely,  fince  it  appears,  through  the  experience  of  ages, 
that  Parliament  -cannot  exifl:  in  Ireland,  without  this  influ- 
ence operating  under  Vice-royal  government ;  and  fince  It 
appears,  that  murmurs  upon  this  head  have  been  long  and 
loud  ;  and  that  in  thofe  days  it  has  been  the  war-whoop  for 
rebellion  ;  and  has  armcfd  Sep^ratifts  to  drench  the  land  \yith 
blood :  furely  then,  if  fuch  mifchiefs  can  be  barrcfd  for  ever, 
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not  only  with  fafety  but  with  fuprcmc  advantage :  it  were 
fomething  worfc  than  folly,  it  were  a  (hameful  ftupidity  to 
the  fufferings  of  fociety,  and  to  the  future  glory  of  men  and 
things,  if  they  be  facrificed  to  Vain  prldte  or  idle  prejudice. 
There  are  other  motives,  no  lefs  cogent  for  the  adoption  ^ 
of  this  meafure,  in  order  to   guard  againft  feparation. — 
The  councils  of  Ireland  either  originate  or  are  decided  in 
the  Britifh  Cabinet.     So  long  as  the  two  kingdoms  remaia 
feparated,  als  they  are  at  prefent,  their  interefts  certainly 
are  not  identically  the  fame.     What  then  muft  be  the  con-  ^ 
fequence  ?  Partialities  or  negleSs  muft   inevitably  appear 
toward  one  or  the  other  country,  notwithflanding  the  wifeft  ^ 
deliberations  and  moft  upright  intentions.     The  plans,  there*  , 
fore,  participating  of  thofe,  are  to  be  fubmitted  for  the , 
fanSion  of  Parliament,  by  a  Viceroy  enjoying  all  the  patron* 
^ge  of  the  Crown.     What  then  mufl  be  the  refult  ?  Either  ^ 
the  plan  does  or  does  not  fucceed :  but,  in  both  cafes  infia« 
ence  i^  exerted.     If  it  fucceeds,  all  is  anger  and  an^mofity 
on  one  fide,  and  the  old  horn  of  feparation  may  be  blown 
again.     If  it  does  not  fucceed,  while  the  Government  is 
defeated,  it  is  difgraced,  if  not  endangered :  for  amidft  the 
tfiumph  at  the  o[^o(ite  (ide»  feparation  may  not  be  far  from  . 
difcontent  at  the  attempt.     Whereas,  if  the  kingdoms  be  ^ 
incorporated,  all  this  rivalry,  this  partiality,  this  influence 
generating  party  in  the  Nation,  all  thefe  attempts  creating 
ill  blood  between  the  States,  cannot  polTibly  exift.     And 
hence  we  believe  no  feparation  will  follow. 

Again :  fuppofe  there  be  no  partialities  whatever  in  ^ 
plan  propofed  ^  hut  that  it  is  a  great  In^perial  meafure, 
cfcnfequently,  the  neceflity  of  unity  in  the  fyfteni  efta- 
blifties  the  neceflity  of  Viceroyal  exertion  and  influence 
to  carry  it  into  execution.  If  then  this  influence  fucceed, 
and  the  people  without  the  doors  of  Parliament  be  rendered 
avcrfc  by  the  party  of  pppofition   within,  or  by  faSious 
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leaders  amongfl:  thenirelvesy  what  clamour,  mifconceptioo  and 
fcdition  will  go  forth  and  invite  reparation  ?  bi't  fuppofe,  on 
the  contrary,  that  this  influence  fails,  where  an  Imperial 
fyftem  required  unity ;  then,  not  only  the  Government  is  • 
endangered  by  its  weaknefs,  but  the  whole  Empire  is 
Clocked  and  convulfed,  and  the  States,  perhaps,  torn  afun^- 
dfef,  will  prefent  an  awful  reparation. 

A  view  of  parties  alfo  and  of  the  conftitution  of  thofc 
Keal^s  would   clearly  (hew,  that  they  are  by  no  means 
formed  for  any  other  Union,  than  an  incorporativc  one, 
v^hout  danger  of  fcparation.     An  abfolute  Monarchy  is 
well  calculated  for  a  different  connexion,  becaqfent  is  above 
the  re-a&ion  of  an  united  State,  or  the  influen(;e  of  intenul 
party :  and,  on  the  fame  ground,  it  is  better  calculated  for 
renbbte  poflTefilons,  or  extended  conquefts.     Had  Britain  not 
been  blcft  with  her  conftitution,  America  had  not  been  rent 
from  her.    And  hereon  both  countries  (hoqld  ferioufly  paufe, 
to  cdnfider  feparation.     In  abfolute   Monarchies,  oqe  will 
prefcribes,  and  the  fame  will  zGts  ;  but  no  man  dares  to  inj^ 
p^ach  it.     Whereas,  in  any   unipn   of  fne  States^  (favc 
whdre  the  executive  and  legiilative  authority  of  each,  and 
^If,  are  the  fame,)  and  in  all  didant  Governments,  conned- 
cd  With  Free  States,  are  con^bined  the  elements  of  numberi 
Icfs  accufations,  which  fupply  with  fbod  the  rage  of  parties 
at  home.     But  parties  are  widely  different,  with  refpeS  to 
^i^ittyfiderallj  united,  and  a  Free  State  ttfelf,  or  an  Incor- 
porative  Union  of  Free  States.     In  a  Federal  Union  they 
are  as  the  thunderbolt,  glancing  from  one  part  of  th'e  horw 
zon  to  the  other,  to  rend  afunder  the  unions  of  nature.  But 
irl  a  Free  State,  or  Incorporativc  Union  of  Free  States,  they 
are  fike  thofe  bodies  of  vapour,  that  ferve  as  coodudors  ta 
e1e3fic  fire,  and  which  fee^i  to  ii^fls^nie^the  heavens,  but 
enlighten  mankind.    . 
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Partks,  fapwcvcfj  tbeiJd  nojt  be  confoundciT  witfe  feSt* 
ons ;  and,  of  the  latter^  Ireland  has  long  been  too  producf 
Uvc.  They  have  been  its  banc  ;  but  Incorporation  i$  tke 
antidote.  And  were  it  onlytopi^rge  the  country  of  the 
dangers  of  this  pcftilence^  it  were  a  fufficiept  afgunoent,  for 
the  adoption  of.  this ,  m^afure :  BecauTe  fucfat  bodies  ar^  ~ 
always  inflvienced  by^private»  not, public, ambition:  becanfd 
their  leaders  would  raife  thennfflves  up^grn  the  nn^nageoieot 
of  individuals  and  th^e  fall. of  their  country  :  becaufe.it  it 
the  vefy  fpirit  of  faQion  tp  have  diviftm  alid  iarrupti^n  in 
theState,  and  not.  u^ioN  in  the  Empire^  n^.  integrity  ia 
its  parts. 

The  chiefs  of  fuch  bodies  communicate  th^ir  paflipm  to 
others :  and  through  the  incentives  of  avarice  .and  ambition 
increafe  iheir  faftioiis  in  fociety,  to.diftgrbt^  public  petfce^ 
and  rob  fociety.  What  they. could  not.  efifeduate  indivi^ 
dually  in  a  Tingle. flate^  they  effe£luate  co|(ed:>vely.  But 
what  they  efFefiuate  coJleSively  in  2ifin%U  ftate,  they. could 
not  ef^Suate  in  an  nnion,  of.  the  fl:ates«  But|  Ance  tb« 
viceroyal  government,  conftituted  as  it  npw  is  with  kgiOa* 
tive  connexion,  has.»//^»  been  influcri^cdyand i«r«i/«  to.refift 
thofe  fa£^ions :  fince,  from  Aich  momeilts^  m^y  of  the 
mifchiefs  of  Ireland  partly  nray  b,e  d^atcd:  ajpd  finpc  fuch 
faSions  and  their  lesiderSj,  ftipuld  any  fuch  hereafter  aiife 
mud  hide  their  di(nini(hed  hjE:ads  before,  an, .Imperial  fenaitey 
confequently,  the  great  caufeofTS-^flrtf/z^w  will  thiis  lie  vjint 
quifhed.at  the  feet  of  Incprporati9n. 

This  want  of  Union,  tbiadivifioo' between  the  ftates  an4 
people  of  Britain  and  Ireland,  have  lon^.  enabled  fad4ori$ 
ill  both  nations  to  bring  difgr^ce  upon  themfejyes^  and  d^nt 
fer  upon  the  Empire  froni  abroa^  aM  at  ^o|i;p.    Th^e  fame 
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tiu6s  muft  cV^r  pfxxluce  the  famft  'cffefts,  and  finally,  per- 
haps, fiparaiioH.  Bat  Incorporation  blafts  it  in  the  very 
ierm. 

•  On  thefe  ground*,  therefore,  it  were  obvioufly  wife  to 
incorporate  the  Parliaments.  The  executive  government  of 
Ireland  would  then  afTtime  a  new  form.  When,  unincum- 
bered with  the  bufineis  of  Parliament  and  diftraSions  of 
parties,  alt  its  vigilance  and  attention  would  be  direftedto 
the  due  execution  of  the  laws ;— ind  when,  no  longer  cx- 
pofed  to  the  influence  of  legiflative  party,  it  could  no 
longer  be  accufed  of  cohfequent  partiality. — Therefore,  the 
frefent  plea  an^  dry. ad  of  SEPARATION  muft  be  dif- 
folved-,  and  the  bond  of  cbnnexion  between  thofe  realms  be 
dj-awn  clofer. 

The  fifth  pofition  is— TX/J/  an  amelioration  ^manners  may 
ftet  be  ^xpiHed  from  an  Incorporative  Union. 

Violations  of  moral  order  have  been  too  long  permitted 
to  fettle  into  habitudes  in  Ireland. — The  effefis  of  fuch  con- 
duS  in  diftant  times  are  felt  grievoufly  to  this  day.  Britain^ 
however,  has  not  now  a  Sovereign,  who  refuses  its  lawsf 
iu/tems,  and  manners,  to  Ireland,  as  thofe  in  remote  periods  ;* 
but  who  has  thrown  open  to  it,  freedom  and  commerce ;  and 
now  offers  a  participation  of  Britain's  opulence,  ftabilityj, 
and  glory  :~His  heart  is  alive  to  the  interefts  of  all  his 
fubjeds — his  bofom  is  open  to  receive  them  in  joy  or  dlf- 
trefs— and  his  arms  to  proted:  them. 

Upon  the  fubjeft  of  manners,  we,  (hall  be  guided  by  the 
jfvidence  of  known  liidorical  fa3s  ;  and,  through  the  ex- 
perience of  ages  and  countries,  we  (hall  feek  ih(lru£tions  for 
tl^e  good  of  Ireland. 

At  a  moment  when  the  public  mind  had  not  yet  been  en- 
lightened by  the  progrefs  of  knowledge,  the  fir  ft  Political 
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compaQ:  took  place  between  England  and  Treknd,  Both, 
countries  becatne  confotidatcd  under  jHcnry  II.  by  an  impe- 
rial and  dependent  Unign.  The  influence  of  this  Uniod  did 
not,  however,  fuperfede  the  evils  of  an  uncivilifed  ftatc^ 
for  the  Irifli  were  refufed  the  fandion  of  the  Brhifli  laws^ 
and  kept  under  the  bolts  and  bars  of  their  own  bftfbarouf 
cuftotns.  At  tha,t  moment,  they  were  moulded  into  a  fpe- 
cics  of  moral  monfter,  bereft  of  all  the  virtues  of  «  favagc 
fiate^  and  corrupted  by  all  the  vices  of  a  civil  one. 

From  the  period  of  Henry  IL  in  i  ift,  to  the  time  of  a 
reformation  under  Ja.mes,  by  Sir  John  Davies,  a  fpace  of 
440  years  intervened ;  and,  from  that  time  to  the  prefent, . 
we  have  a  term  of  188  years.  Now,  that  all  the  habits 
vhich  bad  been  contraSed  through  a  fpace  commencing 
beyond  human  record  or  tradition — whofe  favage  fli^desh^d 
been  fixed  through  the  fucceeding.  tyranny  of  the  civil  ftate 
during  440  years  ;  and  i^hich  had  been  rendered  ftill  more 
favage,  by  the  addition  of  new  vices  and  the  abolition  of 
old  virtues ; — that  all  this  accumulation  of  lawlefs  and 
tumultuary  barbarifm,  (;oUeSed  and  forced  upon  the  natives 
through  unlunited  time,  could  have  flowed  off  in  188  years 
—we  believe  no  mail,  who  has  obfcrvcd  moral  operations 
.  in  fociety,  could  well  expeft.  To  this  ;iiuft  be  added,  that 
thofe  188  years  have  been  attended  with  peculiar  circuoa- 
ftances,  which  were  by  no  means  calculated  to  eradicate  bad 
moral  habits,  and  give  back  nature  tp  its  genuine  and  true 
tone.  But,  if  ,wc  remove  thofe  circu^iftances,  which  have 
regarded  the  progrefs  of  that  moral  amelioration  brought 
about  by  the  civil  reform,  have  we  not  juft  reafpn  to  fup- 
pofe  that  a  rapid  improvement  in  manners  will  take  place  ? 
And  fuch  muft  be  the  cffeQs  of  Inporporation :  — FiriJ, 
through  a  radical  removal  (as  we  have  (hewn  before)  of  the 
dUcord  of  the  higher  parties,  which  arms  the  ^umultuajy 


rage  andjealoufy. of  the  lower;  and  oezt^  through  anine* 
vitable  improvement  (as  we  (hall  now  fhew}  of  that  condi- 
tion of  the  lower  clafles,  which  (hapes  them,  in  all  coun- 
tries and  ages,  into  apt  tools  for  rebellion  and  vice. 

If  the  people  be  happy»  they  will  be  virtuous ;  and,  if 
the  great  be  virtuous,  they  will  be  happy.  There  is  no 
maxim  in  morality  more  true.  The  queftion,  then,  for 
the  application  of  this  moral  truth,  is — Are  the  people  of 
Ireland  as  happy  as  they  might  *  or  ought  to  be?— becaufe, 
if  they  be  not  happy,  do  not  exp^3  civil  virtue. 

Poverty  is  tolerable,  in  ftates  of  favage  equalit;y ;  but  it 
is  infupportable  in  the  afpeft  of  civil  opulence.  Privations 
are  indifferent  to  men,  when  enjoyments  are  not  known  ; 
but  privations  become  punifbments  in  the  centre  of  fur- 
rounding  indulgences.'  Where  there  is  excefs  of  opulence 
and  excefs  of  poverty,  focial  happintfs  mud  ceafe,  and  civil 
liberty  expire. — ^^Eternal  objeSs  of  envy,  even  the  rich  can- 
not be  happy  amidft  their  enjoyments.  They  arm  the 
miferable  with  (ire  and  fword  againfl  theoi :  and  a  danger- 
ous immorality  enfaes.  In  fuch  cafes  alfo,  corruption  creeps 
by  the  path  of  meannefs  from  poverty  to  opulence.  And 
corruption  mounts  alfo,  with  a  vicious  rapidity,  to  elevation, 
by  all  the  means  of  moral  abjcdion.  What,  then,  taoSk 
follow  fuch  manners  ? 

Throughout  all  focieties,  in  order  to  lay  the  foundation 
of  civil  VIRTUE,  focial  happintfs  muft  be  cffabli(hed  upon  a 
general  diflFufion  of  wealth.  We  mean  by  this,  that,  with 
regard  to  the  lower  orders,  they  muft  have  decent  rain^nt, 
comfortable  dwellings,  wholefome  and  abundant  food. 
Without  there,civilifed  man  is  miferable :  and  mifery  creates 
indolence  ;^  and  both  immorality*  But  indolence  and  immora- 
lity muft  rapidly  fub(ide,  under  trade  and  commerce  fpring- 
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iog  from  fccurity.  Security  will  foon  bring  Euglifli  Ikill 
and  capital  to  IreUnd ;  conrequent  trade  will  promote  agri- 
culture;  and  trade^  agriculture,  and  fecurity,  fully  evince 
the  benefits  of  Incorporation  upon  human  manners. — It  is 
thusa  fyft^m  vill  foon  develope,  wherein  we  (hall  no  longer 
fee  one  part  of  the  nation  condemned  to  tdlenefs,  another  to 
indigencef  and  both  to  misfortune.  But  we  (hall  behold 
4tflivHy  diffufed  throughout  the  nation',  without  which  there 
is  no  happinefs ;  and  energy,  without  which  there  is'  tio 
virtu^.  Then  the  combinations  of  vice  will  ceafe  among 
the  afpiring  low,  and  the  expedients  of  bafeneli  among  the 
fleering  poor.  Force  of  body  or  facuhies  of  mind  wUl^ 
offer  more  eafy  modes  of  fubUftence,  honourable  purfutts, 
afid  greater  hopes. 

The  capital  will  no  longer  be  a  gulph  of  riches  and  men' 
The  one  and  the  other  will  be  diftributed  more  equally 
tfafpughout  the  provinces.  The  towns  will  be  \^k  populous ; 
the  country  more  fo  ;  and  the  iixhabttants  more  united- and 
lefs  diftreffed,  willjind,  iq  this  new  fuuatioo^  peace,  bap^, 
p\nifsf  and  virtui.  ' 

.  Thefe  principles  are  not  founded  upon  fpeculation,  but 
upon  fads  and  experience  :  we  reafon  not  a^'Diietaphyficians* 
we  fpeak  fronqi  example.  Htftory  den^euAitates  that -man- 
ners are  more  pure,  and  faappineft  more  grea,t,  in  propor-. 
tion  as  riches  are  lefs  unequal  amongft  the  people  of  all  na- 
tions. Greece  alone  furniflies  many  exam|>les  of  this  truth. 
Lacedaemon  owe^t  to  this  circumfi^nce^  the  prefervation  of 
its  virtues  during  ages* 

We  have  further  corroboration  of  the  truth  of  thefe 
principles  in  the  example  of  Rome.'^After  the  expuifion  of 
the  Tarquins,  an  odious  and  difproportionate  inequality  re* 
mained  between  t;he  two  great  orders  of  the  fiaite :  had  it 
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hkd  not  c6fM  ddv/n  to  qs^  Buf^^  M  thki  dif^r($(kmiofl  diC; 
«{>peared,  tirUifs  ciffle  for wiif  d,  and  prep^ed  ihe  Rpmant 
Ibr  the  c^nquefi  of  the  world.  Ho^evtr^  tiht  pluwtMP  of' 
ji«tions  brought  oti  itn  ine^iulity  mor^  deadly.  The  nu^H 
Mr^  became  rapidly  corrupt^  th^y  prep^ired  the  mifl  of  the 
ilepublic :  they  became  more  corl^pt,  i^nd  the  Republic  ia 
90  more.  This  is  a  pidure :  May  il  not  ^royt  e  prophecy  ^ 
—•let  Pfanee  look  to  it. 

But  without  recurring  further  to  ancient  proofs^^  we  have 
f  ftriking  example  at  home.  Behold,  Brltiio  t  \Vhere  ia^ 
|hefe  a  more  juft  and  general  diffufion  of  wealth**-an4 

>¥here  is  there  more  kappimfi — where  mOPe  virtmf * 

What  is  Britaiuj  i^  thefe  days  of  yeomanry  )^— what  was  itj^ 
id  thofe  of  vaflTalage  I 

In  fttch  barbarous  times  throughout  Europe^  ft^  different 
from  the  prefent,  and  in  no  inftancef  more  than  the  fol-. 
Urtrin^t  the  menjeaft  civilized  were  the  moft  exaked.     For 
to  ignorance  they  joined  brutal  vaibur  and  brutal  manners, 
and  concentred  the  vices  arifing  frpm  riches  and  power. 
SUcti  an  order  of  men  was  to  be  ruined  before  they  were  to. 
be  civilifed;     And  through  comnderce  and  the  arts^   thi^ 
tmrbarifm  of  Etirope  has  been  removed.    For,  when  the 
Indies  flung  its  wealth  into  the  lap  of  Europe^  fech  meo' 
becftme  more  luxurious*  more  difti^fied,  more  fubmilfive  1^ 
their  foyereigns  more  free ;  and  the  people  lefs  oppreflhd. 
The  whole  mafs  of  manners  has  been  changed  by  cptnmerce. 
Its  aSivity  has  given  new  life  to  men,  fince  fortunes  depend 
kfs  upon  titlies  than  upon  induftry  :  for  the  nmn  of  nothing, 
who  has  talents,  elevates  hittifelf^  while  tbe  great  man,  who 
l;ias  them  npt>  tumbles. 

Thefe  are  the  iedtipotable  effe^s  of  commerce.    It  haSf^ 
t^hrpvighout  £urope-*it  has,   n^anifcfily  in  Britain,   freed 
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Kii^s  frcm  ftavery  ^  Mwt  people  fr^  opprcfficms  and^lbvft^ 
xti  all  coymrfesj  coQimerCe  brin^  id  riches  ;  riolies  pspdtio^ 
Ittiury ;  luxwy  pm»  dt>v9n  th^  high  and  ex»ltt^  the  lew« 
Thus  vice  i»paat(hed,  if  not  cbecktedi  above  ^  an4  vifrtue 
m^  ifiduftry  encouraged  below.  It  is  t^e  univorfal  fjAfitt 
thereby  minfierfi  have  been  ^atiM^i<ir4ted  :  the  pfoofs^ar^: 
before  m. 

Bot  if  luxary  pafe  ma  a  coufotry  throughout  aoy  other 
Riediunri  thair  that  of  commerce,  the  fame  tStQs  iviU  sot 
,  pltow.  We  are  inforn^  by  hiftory^  that  comitieite  bad. 
enriched  fomc  towns  of  Italy ,» and  intfodwced  luxury,  Tbo 
Ft>pes  introduced  this  luxury  into  Frad^e  ;  and  their  tegaies 
left  it  in  all  the  courts :  bi|t  cdnvnerce  vras  n^  in  the  tWHn^ 
What  ivas  the  confequence?  This  luKucy  rendered  the 
people  more  polUhedj,  hat  not  no&re  civiliiiedA  not  moi>e 
pohtically  morali^^d. 

A  nation  beconncs  ^ivtltzed  iti  proportion  as  it  c|uitf  tho  . 
^lannerS)  virhich   marked  its  harbarpoa  ftate.     It  becoftiel^ 
politically  morallfed,  as  it  ob^ye^  tbe  taw^  th£|t  oppofe  difr, 
orderjt  and  form-  an  habitude  of  focial  virtues.      Aai|  i^, 
becomes  poliflied^  when  it  piqueB  itfelf  on  its  QlegatK:e  in 
tBot^bt  or  a&ioft.    Thus,  for  ex-ample^  the  Greets  wero 
^ivilifed  before  the  Hmts  of  Solon  or  Lyc^urgus :  they  wero  ; 
politically  morali&d  dKiring|  the^  ^iges  o(  tb^e  two  LegiflA^  . 
tors;  and  they  were  pdifted  during:  ^bftt  of  Peridest    In  - 
modern  ti«ne«,theFrenjth  amidft  their  kii^ry  were  poliftied  t 
the  Englifli  with  luxury  o^  one  fide,  and  commerce  on  the 
ptfaor^  ftand.betweeU  md  enjoy  ppli^ftaftd  political  morality  s 
wb«reas  the  Itifh  are  in  the  extroni^a.     The  on$  clafsts 
not  y^t  politically  fiior#lifed>  for  it.  haa  not  contraSed  the 
focial  virtues  ;  nor  oan  it  contrad-them  until  it  is  happy  in 
i^h^  comforts  of  the  focial,  itate.     But  the  other  clafs  is 
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arrived  at  the  ftate  x>f  potifli  and  luxury.  If  however  atti« 
cifm  and  urbanity  marked  the  decline  of  Greeks  and 
Romans,  what  riiay  be  the  rcfult  to  day,  where  poliflied 
luxury  is  at  war  with  civil  mifery?  .That  which  is  not 
cxpeSed :  virtue  and  happinefs  will  arifc  from  this  date. 
For,  commerce  wilt  advance  the  one  clafs,  and  bring  back 
the  other  to  that  point  of  political  morality,  where  bappimfs 
will  fecMre  i)iriui  ambngft  the  people,  and  virtui  infure  bap- 
pinefs  amongft  the  great.  And  thu$  will  Incorporation  afli- 
milate  Ireland  to  England,  and  ameliorate  the  manners  ef 
the  former.  For,'  even  the  (late  of  vafTalage  was  put  down  • 
in  the  latter  by  comnierce,  and  the  nation  advanced  to  its 
prefent  point  of  pdtfli  and  political  morality. 

It  fliould  be  remarked  too,  that  this meafure  of  Incorpo* 
ration  wifely  combining  ihe  two  great  principles  of  Lcgif- 
lation  and  Government,  unfolds  in  one  zSl  tht- policy  of 
naiun,  and  the  policy  of  the  paj/ions.    It  proceeds  upon  the 
phyfical  relations  of  the  two  countries,  as  to  pofition  and  ad- 
vantages, and  it  confuhs  the  moral  cafl  of  fociety,  or  the 
manners  and  moral  effeds  of  natural  and  civil  Qaufes«     Muft  ^ 
it  not  therefore,  clearly  and  inevitably,  under  the  operations 
of  fuch  true  principles,  harmonize  all  Jarrings*  extimal  and 
internal  f  And  through  fuch  effeds  mu/f  n&t  viafui^  be 
diffufed  throughout  the  nation  ?  We  fhall  not  then  behold, 
what  is  the  greateft  vice  under  Government,  men  living 
no  longer  under  the  empire  of  the  laws.     This  is  iurcly 
therefore  a  meafure  of  found  policy:  Sound  policy  is  found 
morality:   and   that   found  morality   will  not   s^neliorate 
manners^  is  an  unwarranted  aflfertion.    From  the  chaoii  of 
rebellion  thus  a  great  nation  may  arife,  fecure  under  hap** 
PTKESS,  and  growing  amidft  its  virtues. 

CONCLUSION. 

There  are  certain  points  peculiarly  deferving  the  atten** 
tion  of  different  bodies. 

Thi 


55^ 

The  Catholics  will  flo  Joubt  wifely  balance  what  they 
wifli  to  gain,  and  what  they  have*  to  lofe  by  Incorporation." 
Ffrftj   their  great  obje£l:  is  the  acquifition  oY  Legiflative 
.  Power — but  that  power  were  more  attainable  in  a  Britifli 
Parliament  than  in  an  Irifti  oile,  for  the  conftitutional  im- 
pediments are  equal  in  both  countries,  but  the  prejudices  and 
/apprehenfions  muft  be  lefs  in  the  former.     Befide,  if  they 
were  at  p'refent  to  acquire  emancipation  in  Ireland,  it  were  / 
a  tantalizing  boon  which  they  could  not  enjoy.     Nine  tenths 
of  the  landed  property  being  in  the  pofleiTion  of  Proteftants, 
it  muft  enfure  nofmatl  fway  in  county  eleSions,  which  will 
be  ufed  with  double  exertions,  to  keep  Catholics  out  of  an 
Irifti  ParHament.    And  as  to  Boroughs,  they  were  formed 
ezprefsly  to  exclude  Catholics  from  Parliament ;  fo  that  tbe 
whole  frame  of  the  Legiflature  muft  be  broken  up,  and  the 
whole  conflitution  muft  be  changed  and  altered,  before  they 
can   tafte   emancipation,   were   it   even  granted  to  them. 
After  this  they  will  confider  what  enjoyments,  the  maxims 
of  ftatefmen  on  tolei^ted  feSis,  might  move  and  fanSion 
others  to  take  l^ack,  if  not  fecured  by  Incorporation.     When 
the  Catholics  were  in  the  proportion  of  forty  to  one  Pro-  , 
teftant,  their  reftraints  were  very  fevere.     They  are  now 
as  three  to  one ;  but  this  univerfal  maxim  of  policy,  witb 
refped  to  kBts,  which  is  followed  over  the  globe,  even 
where  they  are  weak,  has  b€en  relaxed  in  Ireland,  beyond 
example,  where  they  are  ftill  ftrong.     Thefe  are  furely 
civil  blefiings ;  and  of  which  indeed  fome  of  the  moft  wife 
and  virtuous  men  of  that  body  feem  truly  fenfible.     Unhap^ 
pily  however,  under  the  fandion  of  names  and  fome  popular 
principles  in  politics  and  religion,  the  fenfe  and  piety  of 
others  have  been  druelly  deluded  by  1}ad  men.     Miferable 
impoftors !  What  have  they  done  ?  They  have  let  loofe  upon 
fallen  Catholics,  ypon  mild  and  fimple  cuhtvators  of  the 
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bnd^  ^  monfier  Ftnaticlfm  DrKkh  dfiWks  the  l)leod  of 
mmkind.  They  have  blooded  the  fofi  of  their  fifing  liber- 
ties with  an  horrid  war.  Why  did  they  prompt  the  Cathi>« 
Iks  to  take  up  arms  ?  Was  it  for  rtligiw  ?  Their  religion 
vras  noc  attackied:  their  temples  are  ftiU  open;  even  n 
college  has  been  founded  by  the  Government  for  the  edoca- 
tion  of  their  clergy,  and  the  ihftruaion  of  their  youth. 
Was  it  for  their  liberty  ?  Nciw  did  they  enjoy  fo  much. 
And  in  no  nation  under'  bearea  does  a  fed  d^iffering  from 
that  eAablilhcd  by  tbc  policy  of  the  ftatc^  enjoy  fuch  a 
portiofk.  The  Catholics  then  will  wifely  fccure  thiefe 
Ueffings.  And  as  to  the  vanity  of  ambition  and  all  its 
jeibpty  aofttifitioAs,  where  laii^  and  freedom  are  equal, 
furdy  there  is  a  much  more  folid  and  endearing  power  over 
manksod,  throogh  the  inJflue^ce  of  an  h^py  fuperiority 
arliing  fnwn  ihe  virtues^  the  opulence,  the  induftry  of 
commerce.  Riches  and  beneficence  are  far  beyond  the  glare 
of  ofEce,  w  the  thorny  pilbw  of  flatiou.  We  ^ak  to  tht 
tinderftandings  of  men,  and  not  to  their  pafltons. 

Tlu^ough  the  effeSs  <rf  the  fuppofed  Union  we  conceive 
that  all  profi^fu  muft  reap  con^derable  advantage.  For  as 
the  profperity  of  Ireland  will  then  keep  pace  with  the  prof* 
perity  erf  the  empire,  and  as  the  profperity  of  the  empire 
mqft  be  iudifputably  incpeafed  by  this  Incorporation,  con- 
fequently  by  Incorporation  Ireland  muft  acquire  aggran- 
dizenlent  and  elevation.  And  as  the  population,  commerce, 
and  agriculture  of  Ireland  increafe,  fo  muft  neceflarily  the 
db^^s  of  all  profeflions ;  and  likewifc  the  rmumrations  of  • 
fci^nce  ajid  the  arts  be^oportionately  augmented. 

Upon  this  ground,  profeilional  men  may  entertain  wide 
arvd  folid  expedations,  for  there  is  an  extenfive  and  obvious 
latitude  for  improvement  in  Ireland.  If  we  calculate  upon 
what  that  nation  fV,  and  what  flie  wai,  we  may  fee  what  (he 
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may  hi,  and  iconfequently  what  men  have  to  expefl:.— Firff^ 
then  with  refpeS  to  what  (he  is,  and  the  latitude  for  future 
.  improvement ;  there  are  many  and  great  deficiencies  in  a 
civil,  religious  and  commercial  view  ;  which  are  highly  im- 
politic, and  indeed  difgraceful  in  fo  great  an  empire,  and  in 
'  fo  enlightened  an  age.     Is  a  continued  chain  of  fanguinary 
rebellions,  a  proof  of  eivilifation  ?  Is  fuch  a  ftate  of  agri- 
culture, is  one  foUtary  manufafture,  is  poverty  and  complaint 
a  proof  of  enlightened  policy  ?  Is  the  mod  ubjed  fuper- 
ftition,  is  the  mod  fanguine  bigotry,  a  proof  of  found  or 
trpe  morality  ?  Is  the  commerce  of  the  country  compared 
with  its  extraordinary  capacities,  a  proof  of  civil  economy? 
Let  men  difpaflionately  confider,  if  they  would  have  Ireland 
remain  thus  ?  But  (he  cannot  remain  thus  Tftie  muft  defcend 
by  Separation,  or  afcend  by  Incorporation.     And  what  that 
afcent  ^r  what  Ireland  may  be,  will  be  beft  calculated  on  a 
retrofpeSivr  glance  at  what  Jhe  was.     In  the  beginning  of 
this  century  her  balance  of  commerce  with  the  whde  world 
was  about  four  hundred  thoufand  pounds  per  annum  :  and 
now  her  commerce  with  Great  Britain  'aUm  is  about  ten 
fold  that  fum.     The  queftion  then  is,  whence  the  enormous 
jncreafe  which  (he  has  experienced  within  thofe  few  years^  J 
Becaufe  Britain  before  that   period  turned  ber  bacK  upon 
Ireland,  and  her  face   toward  America,  and  (he  was  loft  in. 
her  ihadow  :  but  then  turning  with  a  partial  influence  toward 
Ireland,  that  country  has  rapidly  grown  under  the  warmth, 
of  her  fplendor  and  prqte^ion.     Now  (he  would  embofonif 
her  in  her  glory,  and  what  muft  be  the  effeds  i^  Will  mea 
embrace  them  by  Incorporatior|,  or  rejeS  them  and  fep^rate? 
The  world  is  now  entering  upon  a  new  epocjh  of  things. 
New  views  and  n^w  relations,  political  and  conjmerciaK 
mudaiiie  between  ftates^^  frona  the  coincidences  of  thofe. 
VlDfi^St     A  ilrange  variation  marKs  thi»  awful  period,  and^ 
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renders  uncertain  the  pending  iffue  of  affairs.  It  will  thcre-r 
fore  be  at  leaft  wife  in  every  branch  of  the  Britifti  Empiret 
to  coalefce  and  confqlidate  her  energies^^  tl\at  (he  may  meet 
tbi$  moment  of  trial  with  a  commanding  afpe£t. 

It  is  no  inconfiderable  maxim  in  policy  that  Governments 
watch  Qver  the  inclinations  pf  their  own  fubjeSs^  and  confu\t 
the  genius  and  tendency  of  other  nations.  They  (hould 
^^rken  attentively  to  the  times,  obferving  the  bias  of  mejn 
and  feafon  of  things*  Thefe  are  Cpunfellors,  whofe  voice. 
(peaks  aloud  to  a^  parties,  and  {houl4  be  the  guide  of  all 
men.  Tutored  by  ttiem,  they  will  remark,  that  in  bodies 
politic  as  well  as  natural,  difeafps  may  he  death,  or  may 
prove  remedies.  The  days  of  Cromwell  were  a  political 
fever,  when  many  vitiated  humours  were  thrown  oflF: 
Every  diforder  of  the  conftitutipn  became  notorious,  and  the 
remedies  were  underwood,. 

To  day  both  dliforder  and  remedy  ^rc  (nanifeft  in  Ireland* 
Separatedjf  however^  ^s  (he  is,  the  thunderbolt  has  often 
fallen,  and  its  voice  ws^s  pot  heard :  but  united,  it  muft  be 
heard,  it  will  be  felt  in  Britain.  TThe  whole  fyftera  of 
things  will  be  changed ;  the  operations  will  be  difFerent* 
the  wheels  diflFerent,  and  the  niovii^  force  better  pra- 
portioned  tp  the  refifting  ppw^r.  In  a  more  numerous  * 
Senate  there  will  be  aq  acqtfifltion  of  wifdom..  An/1  the 
legiflatures  of  the  tliree  nations  will  thus  become  the  heart 
pf  the  Empire,  to  difFufe  vigour  throughou.t  the  whole,  by 
their  found  and  whplefome  laws :  pr  thefe  laws  muft  return 
corrupted  and  deftrudive  to  tluit  (puree,  whence  they  firA 
priginated.  It  will,  therefprjf^,  be  no  longer  the  ra(h  or 
un'wife  experiment  pf  ope  iiatio^^  repp(ing  for  a  prop  on 

the 
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the  other  In  cafe  of  failare*     For  the  fate  of  one  and  all  will 
bfe  at  iflue,  and  the  wifdom  6f  the  whale  will,  at  leaft,  be 
cautious. 

**  ^Quo  res  canqae  cadcnt*  unum  ct  commune  pcriculum, 
*«  Unafalmambobuicrit.**  vi»c. 

Thus  then,  with  an  anxious  defife  for  the  real  good  of 
the  Irifh  nation,  and  for  the  fplendor  and  invigoratibn  of 
the  Empire  at  large,  we  have  placed  before  mern  their  pub- 
lic condition^  that  they  may  think  wifely  and  afit  juftlf^ 
It  were  nwre  than  imprudent,  at  this  day,  to  harmomft?  , 
parties  to  an  accordance,  which  was  not  founded  upon  the 
unalterable  fcale  of  truth.  But  wifely,  honeftly,  and  openly 
brought  into  unifon,  and  to  cmbrfice  an  IncCrpofaiion,  they 

.  will  foon  fell  to  the  earth  the  monfter  Rebellion.  Proud  arc 
we  to  fay,  that  w^  do  not  (land  fingle  upon  the  meditated 
ruins  of  bad  fyftems.    And  we  doubt  not  that  one  heart  will 

•  animate  and  one  mind  pervade  men,  when  they  (hall  have 
ferioufly  and  difpailionately  reconfidered  thofe  injuries  and 
UJiSfgainiznd  benefits 9  which  have  been  or  may  be  attri- 
buted to  this  Incorporativc  Union^ 

INJURIES. 

The  (irft  injuries  are  thofe  urged  at  a  meeting  of  the  gen- 
:  tiemen  of  the  Irifti  bar — 

l/"  That  the  poverty  of  Ireland  cannot  beat  the  weight  of 
'  taxes f  which  the  riches  of  England  fujlain  with  eafe  and  cotn^ 
yirf."— Thi«  has  been  clearly  confuted. 

a.  "  Thm  in  the  United  Parliaments^ in  all  cafes  of  competi^ 
iion,  Ireland  muft  Juffer!^ — It  has  been  undeniably  proved 
,  that  this  cannot  be  the  cafe. 

3.  **  Ihat thisVnion  tends  ultimately  to feparation^ —Tht 
'  teverfelfecwn  :  for,^  vriTHOUT  incorporation,  Sepa- 

^  jR  AT  ION  muft  follow. 

4.  *^  rA# 
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4.  *'  That  Amelhration  of  manners  will  not  nfidt  from  - 
this  JJnion.^  but  pirh^^s  the  contrary.^^     Fads,  analogy^  and 
the  experience  of  ages,  overturn  this  pofition. 

The  next  Injury  which  has  been  attributed  to  this  mea- 
fure  by  other  gentlemen,  has  appeared  in  the  following 
fhape : 

5.  **  Should  the  Proteftant  gentlemen,  whofe  fervices 
demmed  the  torrent  of  rebellion,  and  faved  the  nation  to 
•the  Empire,  be  removed  ?'*  The  anfwer  is,  the  caufes'oi 
rebellion  are  to  be  removed,  and  the  nation  faved  effeAually 
to  ttfelf.  Befide,  how  few  of  thefe  gentlemen  will  be  re« 
moved  ? 

LOSSES. 

6.  The  loffes  of  money  to  the  capital,  by  the  fums  fpcflt . 
in  England  by  thofe  attendiqg  on  Parliament.  Firft, 
The  number  will  be  inconfiderable  :  fecond,  if  through  this 
number  a  lofs  were  to  befuftained,  it^woulH  be  much  more 
rhan  counterbalanced  by  the  civil  eflFeds :  third,  in  reality^ 
DO  fuch  lofs  can  be  felt  from  the  overbalancing  increafe  of 
commerce :  and  fourth,  fuch  an  apparent  lofs  were  a  real 
gain  to  the  capital  in  views  of  trade  and  manufa&ure. 

7.  vA  formidable  one,  according  to  the  fpirit  of  rivalry^ 
appears  in  the  diminution  of  reprefentation.  Some  have 
faid,  that  the  dignity  and  confequence  of  Ireland  would  be 
lowered,^  by  the  redu£fcion'  of  its  tnembers.  It  is  tolerably  ^ 
obvious  that  Ireland  mud  be  exalted  in  wealth  and  power,  by 
this  fcheme.  Befide,  in  faS^.is  reprefentation  a  juft  fcale 
of  political  dignity  ?  If  (q,  how  fuperior  in  civil  importance 
h  the  potohoufe  of  old  Saruiti  to  the  great  and  populous 
towns  of  Birmingham  and  Manchefter  together?  Alfo, 
iiDce  York(btfe  fends  thirty  members  to  Parliahient,  and 

/London  but  foiir,  then  London  muft,  indeed^  be  very  iti- 
confiderabie  as  to  its   importance  ;  and»   its  coniparative 

confequence 
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C(Mirequence  toward  York  is,  aocordiiig  to  this  iuMfurc, 
exadly  double  that  of  the  beer-hoiure  .at  Olfl  SjacucQ,  which 
fends  two  members  to  the  Senate. 

.  8.  The  next  lofs^  which  is  urged,  is  one  that  will  fxen^ 
A  gain  beyond  calculation.     Flaming  Patjiixdts^  as  tbejr 
iV9uld  be  thought,  have  called   the  Union  an  ad,   wherelq^ 
a  youthful  and  rifmg  body  is  cpupled  to  one  old  in  decagr 
and  tumbling  into  diflblution.     N|ow,,  in  truth,  the  fskSt  is« 
that  it  is  joining  >the  Iriih  nation,  old  in  diforder  and  feeble 
in  itfelf,  through  thofe  diforders,  to  op^  that  /is  .yigorous^and 
virtuous.     It  is  the  Union  of  a  child,  or  rather  a  pigmy,  to 
a  giant,  in  ftrength,  commerce  a^d*  freedona^.  for  mutual 
[fuppqrt.    For  fmce  the.ppfitiveior  rcitative  power  df  nations 
is  efttin&ted  by  fize,  populaiioa  and.wealitb;  wdat  tsjbehmd 
in  all  thofe  <thtee,  toward  the  whole  of  the.  Bcitifti  empire 
befide  ?  What  is  her  opulence  or  power  compared  to  ike 
Iburces  of  ,ho»h .  in  the  commerce -of  Britain  alone,  and  in 
that-nayyrvhich  is  the  broad  (hield  of  Ihe  univerfe  ?  If  the 
taxable  income,  as  ftated  by  Mr.  .Pitt,  and  we  apprehend 
that  it  is  underftated  through  ^iferetion,  amounts,  dftc'r  de« 
duSing  the  one  million  of  Ireland,  to  loi  millions  annually, 
it  is  not  a  difficult  matter  for  Irehutd  to  calculate  upoft  fuch 
Jata  the  relative  capital  of  both  caumries.     Wiien  the  rda- 
five  capital  is  afcertained,  then  let  her  aft:  herfelf,  wbecher 
it  were  wife  or  not  to  j<Hn  in  fuch  a  firm  as^thatof  Britaia 
for  commer^y  and  whether  it  were  weU  to  join  with  fiidh 
a  free  and  powerful  nation,  for  an  equality  in  both  } 
<?ArNs. 
X>et  usapw  view  the  gaim  rcfulttng  fnom  Inttorppratiori; 

9,  The  civil  fyftem  improved,  in  property ;;  in  public 
and  private  condition ;  and  in  political  fitwMiion. 

10.  The  religipus  or  eoelefiiatcal  fydJfim :  by  the  reirivd 
«f  moral  obedience^   and  refpeS  to  its  authority,  which 

have 
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have  too  long  been  and  muft  cVef  be  loft  in  civil  difcorcI§ 
and  fanatic  rebellions)  that  undermine 'the  throne  and  the 
altar :  iniproved  alfo  in  the  fecurity  of  its  poffeffions  and 
cftablifliments.  Query— Should  not  the  Catholic  eftabtifh- 
ment  be  taken  under  the  patronage  and  proteftion  of  Go- 
vernment ;  and  the  clergy  of  this  body  and  of  the  Diflenters 
have  their  fupport  from  the  Crown  ? 

n.  Commercial  fyftem,  under  fccurity  and  tranquillity,; 
mud  be  improved  in  (kill,  capital^  apd  extent,  beyond  the 
poffibility  of  calculation. 

BENEFITS. 

Laflly,  let  us  vi^w  fome  few  of  the  benefits. '  ' 
I  a-  The  nation  will  be  freed  from  the  charaflieriflic  and 
immoral  impuUion  given   to  the  people,  by  civil  circum- 
:  flancc9>    down    through    ages,    and   under    the  Imperial 
Union* 

13.  It  will  be  freed  from  the  political  and  artibrtlous  im- 
piilfion  given  to  other  orders,  under  the  Federal  Union. 

14.  It  will  be  freed  from  the  effeds  of  that  awful  irn- 
.  pulilon^    given  to   many,  by  the  civil  peftilence   of   the 

times. 

1 5.  It  will  be  freed  from  diflrefTes,  which  have  been  long 
.  exifting,  according  to  the  teflimony  of  the  fervants  and 
frUnds  of  Government. 

;    ,  It  will  be  freed  from  diftrefles  which  have  been  aggfavatect^ 

:  for  the  purpofes  of  rebellion,  by  the  enemies  of  Govern^- 

ment. 

It  will  be  freed  from  diftrefles  which  are  attefted  by  the 

ableft  politicians  of  Europe,  nien  no  way  contieded  with 

Ireland,  but  by  their  knowledge  and  virtues^  with  which 

they  have  laboured  for  the  good  of  the  En)pire,  and  baire 

been  CFQwaed  with  the  applaufis  of  the  univerfe. 

For 


<53 

For  thoTe  great  and  valuable  purpofes^  and  upon  the 
grounds  and  reafons  before  mentioned,  we  are  the  advocates 
of  an  Incorporatlve  Union.  To  raife  up  fuch  iifyjiem  of 
happinefs  and  virtue  upon  the  ruin  of  bad  ones^  and  not  to 
accommodate  errors,  but  eradicate  evils,  our  phalanx  is 
fome  of  the  ableft,  the  wifeft,  and  the  beft  men  of  both 
nations. 

All  other  party  we  difclaim:  Little  diftinftion  is  loft^n 
our  view.  In  the  comprehenfive  found  of  Empire,  our 
'  mind  embraces  but  an  unifon  of  nations ;  in  that  of  nations 
it  awakens  but  a  thought  of  mankind.  Judges,  before 
whofe  trtfotinal  we  bow,  your  happinefs  is  our  obje&  If 
our  zeal  be  exceflive,  we  fubmit  to  your  reproach :  But,  as 
the  friend  of  Ireland,  we  would  drive  from  the  cradle  of  it^ 
infant  greatnefs,  the  monfters  that  menace  its  exigence  and 
repofe.  Tarquin$  may  condemn  us,  but  no  Brutus  will 
•  fuxufc  us.     '  ' 
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AAr  E  VtKmHA  cautioufly  guard  a^uoft  the  condtfoination  of 
a  great  and  imporunt  meafiire,  before  we  have  examined  it 
in  all  its  bearings^  with  the  found  and  ddiberate  exercife  of 
unprejudiced  reaibn.  For^  however  fuUime  the  range  <^f 
genius  may  be,  ot  however  high  the  caft  of  authority,  they, 
fliouid  not  be  admitted  with  aflerttons  as  arguments,  nor 
onfupported  opinions  as  prods.— ^*^We  ihodd  try  thet^  by 
the  unerring  touchftone  of  fads  and  conunon  fenfe.  Ge* 
nius  may  dazzle,  but  not  ducidate ;  and  authority  may  iin* 
pofe,  if  not  erp— it  often  does  (b.  But  iaAs  cannot  miflead^ 
common  fenfe  cannot  deceive.  And,  if  by  tbefe  two  guides 
^e  peoffe  be  fuffered  to  judge  for  themielves,  we  are  con^ 
vinced  thiey  will  judge  juftly. 

Having  thus  exercifed  their  underftanding  fully  and  fatrl]^ 
if  they  find  an  Union  pernicious  to  the  welfare  of  Ireland^ 
then,  in  the  name  of  common  fenfe,  let  them  rejed  andoj^ 
pofe  it  to  the  laft  extremity.  But,  if  on  the  contrary,  they 
perceive,  that  it  is  the  only  hatid  which  pours  ck\  into  the 

A  wounds 
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wounds  of  their  theeding  country^  and  binds  tlwQii.^  fpr 
ever;  if  it  be  the  only  means  to  heal  particular  grievances^ 
and  to  promote  general  welfare^  let  them  in  God^s  name 
embrace  it.  And  judging  of  it,  let  them  coolly  and  difpaf* 
fionately  direA  their  views  to  the  whale  intereft  of  Ireland, 
which  muft,  unavoi/lablyjnglude  their  owp]^tfr^^«i!0r  wel- 
fare ;  let  theni  alfo  confider  wdl  the  ftate  of  Ireland  to  day  i 
the  ftate  of  the  Empire  and  of  Europe,  t^e  caft  of  the  times, 
and  the  awful  condition  of  the  civilized  and  bleeding  world, 
— andthen  they  will  judge  juftly. 

On  a  fubjeft  fo  comprehenfive,  fhould  any  arguments  be 
advanced,  which  have  been  more  ably  enforced  before,  we 
truft  we  (hall  be  excufed:  at  the  clofe  of  a  Itmg  difduffion, 
perhaps,  it  is  not  unpardonable,  as  It  is  not  unwife,  to  re- 
frefh  the  memory  of  convi£tion. 

One  ground,  howjcver,  remains  yet  untrodden — ^it  is  that 
of  commerce.  And  on  this  important  ground  we  hQl4.i( 
our  duty,  fo  far  as  full,  and  audientic  ddcumenits  enable^us, 
to  inftruA  pur  fellow  fiiBjefls  in  Ireland,  and  to  warokth^oi 
widi  anxious  concern  as  they  value. theii:  country,  andal* 
Imoft  their  exiftence:  as  a  nation,  to  think  wi&Iy,  ajui  ad 
juftly.*-«For  this  pufpofe  we  (hall  lay  before  then»  a  body  of 
evidence  on  Cpnunerce,  which  is  incontrovertible  by  the 
bigheft,  and  we  doubt  not,  will  prove  condufiive  tp.Ae 
meaneft  capacity,  on  the  fubjeA  of  an  Union* 

It  has,  however,  bee(i  aflerted^  that  though,  thq  wifdom 
;md  expediency  of  an  Union  were  manifeft,  it-  is  not  lawful* 
Now,  in  the  very  ai&ftion,  there  is  a  plain  cohtradi^nto 
the  point  advanced.  The  effisnce  of  all  power  and  all  law 
is  necejjity:  which  neceffity  is  in  other  wo'r<jls  an  imperious 
principle,  called  the  good  of  Society^  Whatever,  therefore, 
|s  wife  and  expedient,  contains  th^t  eternal  principle,  and 
is  the  eflential  bafis  of  ^H  laws  whatever,  whether  tb^  be 
fundamental  laws  or  taws,  of  regulation. 
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Butj  nHfflftut  dra-ggingf  ah  heavy  load  for  cbhteft,  we^ 
(hall^  like  David  wheii^  he  Wbiild  M  drituriffier  hfitfifelP 
lioith-  tlf^'v^rigjhty  BUrnddi  df  SktS,  chfcr  the  coriflia  in  a 
different  manner.  We  *  afier't;*  tKetcTOrfe,-  that'  th*  Parlia- 
nfeht'isf{illy'ddth|)ctent^to%'tfatfstfit^^^^  ahtfoiir  aiftho- 
iStyls^tteiMecAJei  riaK,  tilicliftoWcf;  tKe  grckt  ahd'ho- 
ridPtbi'^SotliWs;  aftfl'the^folir-  preftht  Chief  JiidgeV  of 
rrdkttdi  A^Wd'  WKd  cin  be  rf/^A-cf Veriorfaify'  attftea  ^^-i/i'^j/f ^ 
ah  UiniW,  ffodii "their  cAiUdl  frttfatirini  than  the*l4ft  riariied^ 
atehdritiaj*^  aftd  wWat '  aithbrit jr*  ffaiicfe^hi'^ti-'fdf  difcfefh- 
ihriif,  than  'thkt  df  Bbrd  Clif-fe ';  vifiyii  dii^  i6'of e  pure?  of  ex- 
^edi  thkh  that  of  lio^a  Cai^etdnj-^^-^nJbrfeabW  than  that' 
df  tdrdYclVertoft;-^-^^!'  itlbi^Y^^  thWthkt  of  tcird^ 

lCiI^dch?--^Befide;  if-the¥afflaittie&tbflt^ 
cottipttkfc^to-thlsaft;  thferiiffe'^eal  aftH  cflchtial;  Prowers' 
o"f?artiaHlfeiff  are'  b^aflf^dV.  afttf its  t&fPa&thir^Ity'is  W  nibrel 
What  is  -  thV Catholic  BM'  ridtfcfeS'  tO'bjf  ttil^'  afgUttent  ?  * 
-^^A'publfc*  iAfringemeht^on'tl^e''  rights' cl'indiViduaFs. 
tViiHt  tJli^  pfb^blecl  rfeifot-fti'  ?^^-::::^Art;uhiaWfal  abfo^itfotf  of 
cbri)0i^ative'  fr^hchife's.  Wiiit  tM  rcpdaf  of  the  "Dcclai^ai. 
tihjr'A'a;  o^'the  6eh  oi"  deorge  L?' A^ntillity— att  aflfof 
uturpatioh  5  and  the  Parliameht'of  Irelahd  1^  ftfll  bou'nd  b^' 
Englifh  laws.— But  we  need  no  ftrongef'teft'of  thelnVali-' 
dity  of  an  opinion,  than  the  abfurdity  of  its  confequences. 
Befide,  if  the  Prerog;ative  of  the  Crown,  the  Privileges  of 
the  People,  and  the  Conftitution  of  Parliament,. be  not  fub- 
*  jcQ.  to  its  control,  how,  in  the  name  of  common  fenfe,  did 
we,  the  fubje£ts  of  the  JfingoiF  Great 'B?itaii?,  attain  the 
invaluable  bleflings  of  that  Conftitution  we  enjoy  fo  emi^ 
n'entlyabbve  other  nations?  Such  crude  aflertions  rfeally 
rftffcrve  no  ahfwir.  For  if  Parliament  had  not  this  compe- 
tS^cy,  we'hkd^een  ftationary  in  bdndi^e,  like'tlic  othct' 
Iravei  of  Europe;  Bur,  tbahk'God,  every  thing  is  ivjthirt' 
the  power  of  the  Parliaments  of  thefe  reafmsi  which  is  fof^ 
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the  good  of  their  rtfptOive  nationsy  ahd  Parliament  has  no 
other  fundamental  law  nor  limitstioh. 

The  queflion  then  is,  whether  the  propofed  Union  be  fcic, 
the  godd  of  the  Irifi  naticfty  or  n&tf 

As  this  queftion  includes  the  benefits  derivable  bjr  the 
people  of  Ireland,  from  her  frifgnt  fyfiiem,  and  tfaoTe  fam 
an  incorp^raiivi  IJnionj  we  (hall,  in  order  to  bring  the  mat* 
ter  to  a  clear  ifltie,  cenfider  the  -prefent  Political^  Commer-r 
cial,  and  Civil  ftate  of  Ireland.  And  under  Aefe  three  ge» 
neral  heads  abundant  proofs  will  concur,  to  enable  ns  to 
decide  accurately  and  fully  which  of  the  two  fyftems,  die 
frefsnt  or  the  pr^fid  one,  ought  to  prevail,  with  a  view 
to  the  good  of  the  peo|de. — Unfortunately,  the  happinefs  l>f 
the  people  of  Irelaad,  is  according  to  the  opinions  of  many^ 
found  wanting  in  the  balance  of  prefent  good.  If  fo^  hi»- 
manity,  however,  weeps  over  the  folly  of  pride,  and  Ibme* 
times  pardons  the  weaknefs  and  ambition — ^but  can  the  mean 
dread  of  loiing  authority  blind  particular  men  to  die  com- 
mon utility  of^eir  nation— hIo  not  its  wounds  cry,  unto 
them, — or  can  they  be  deaf  to  afi  awful  fentiment  of  their 
own  individual  condition  ?  The  great  voice  of  nature, 
furely  cannot  be  drowned,\  in  thefe  times,  in  filly  prejudice 
or  calamitous  error* 


POLITICAL  STATE. 

The  political  ftate  of  a  countr>'  may  be  confidered  inter- 
nally and  extern^ly.  The  internal  ftate  includes  its  go* 
vernment. and  powers;  the  external  ftate  its  relations,  in 
point  of  enmity  or  friendQiip,  with  other  nations.  In  thofe 
two  views  let  us  confidcr  Ireland. 

Firft :  As  to  the  gov;ernmcnt  of  Ireland,  the  policy  of  its  ^ 
arrangements  in  1782,  marks  the  imperfection  of  its  prac- 
tical 
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tical^  powers;  and  that  (kill  which  fo  nobly  attempted  to 
cure  political  compIaintSt  introduced  but  new  diforders. 
For  front  the  great  obje£bof  diat  arrangiement,  which  was 
independencji  arofe  the  idea  of  diftindnefs,  and  through 
this  diftih&neft  betwen  the  two  bodies  of  the  Empire,  as 
wcQ  as  the  two  bodies  of  the  Irifli  nation,  the  contagious 
potion  of  the  times  has  infufed  that  of  reparation.  And 
againft  this'  deadly  ccmieqtience  to  alt  parties  there  is  no  an^ 
tidote,  noTTefource  left>  but  an  incorporative  Union. 

Here  however  independency  rifes  againft  die  propofition, 
pleading  wtth  all  the  force  c^  honourable  pride.  To  this 
manly  principle,  therefore,  we  bow  and  anfwer,  that  Irifli 
independency  does  tiot,  can  not  exifly  fave  under  an  incor* 
poratiye Union.  If  it  did  really  cxittywhH  muft  follow? 
Ultimately  axid  unavoidably  a  feparatioti  of  the  two  king- 
doms, through  jealoufy  and  variance :,  If  Ireland  be  wmi-- 
mdfy  independent)  the  reparation  is  fo  much  the  more  inevi- 
table^ when  one  Parliament  in  the  moft  powerful  kingdom, 
is  r/tfii|jr  independent,  and  the  other  in  the  weak  kingdom  is 
prdBkdUy  (tihfcrvient*^— >«That  thSs  is  the  cafe,  every  law 
ckf  Ireland  announces  isnder  the  guatfial  rf  Britain :  which 
is  a  record  of  the  dependency  of  its  connexion,  and  an  at* 
teftation  of  the  inferiority  of  its  ftate.  Remove  that  inferi* 
ority,  and  feparation  enfues :  embrace  equality,  and  the 
Union  may  be  immortal. 

The  Parliament  of  Ireland  is  spji  fa^Oy  in  a  dependent 
ftate,  as  we  have  flieWn  before :  the  Crown  of  Ireland  is 
by  law  dependent  on  that  of  Great  Britain,  and  the  com- 
merce of  Ireland,  is  byneceffity;  anditmuft  with  grati- 
tude be  acknomrtedged  as  a  favpur  that  it  is  permitted  to  be 
dependent  upon  the  bounty  of  the  Britifli  Parliament:  as 
we  ftall  incontrovertibly  (hew  hereafter. 
•  Thus  then  we  fee  that  the  Unbn  removes  at  once  all 
thefe  dependencies,  and  makes  Iretond  completely  independ* 
eot  and  equal  to  Great  Britain^ .  She  wUl  then  become  po- 
litically 
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Nexf  :  with  ^f^  ,t9  ^ts^<^tMC|a  ^pU^iQn? >  li^^jnth 
#i^iP  *»^  J?  ^PW*5^  ff*V^  flfl*  9#  W'Cro^  ^Ctm^ 

ja/,it3.pjrQctq|Siion:  f^pd  rti^^wJithQi;l?9:,n5ttio(i$^  is)^^t^rffjfgjtk 
j^bfolutp  (jlcppndpnf».  tpor  if  vipirs  ags^i^i  ^is  ;^^a^c  i#  tt|c 
%W  ^d  jfcjj^  ^  fd^  t?rwi;ics,  ^^  dif^lffn^tic  ^rrj^^^^jifD^p/Btf^, 
entered  iffXp  i;>y  Grpit  Rrifjun  yit^i  Qthc;r  fji^ffe^*  Ap4  tf 
^t  hf  jnot  thi^  include4>  and.depc;odcuitl}r  C9ai;fi^€u;l9  jitlia$ 
,|igitfecr  poliljc^  rd.^ti9^.  npr  r^njp  jwpiwg!!  ,^ffl^g  i«i<W* 
]W;«rp  &p  n9t  thu?  dcppfldcpjdy.  cqpM^d Vith  Qmt 
^ritaifi,  what  a[)u^  Jbe  t|i^  pbyiQus  f;^f)ilit  {  b  \^  xctf^i^ 
ijy  ]f4a(*i?yd,  4;it  ^ar  %ij4<J  J),i?  tljip  only  jjiudy  ojf  S^tj^f ,  . 
^p^/ays  fiobb^,  ^ajr  ii^  ^c  ^^^  of  p^tfirc.  Tfrf?fe  Wo 
pica  dcmop^r jtc  to  ifs  j^  pi^ijc^oly  bi^^  of  Pi^itj^ 
Societies.    J^s  I?«gu?s  .of  ff jiliqps  af i?  ccxnfcdcracipf  ^^g- 

^^^  tjienji?  tjie  pojjiref  of  If^japd  ?  vtefc  i$  fe^r  fKlftiqfi, 
jp  ifccurp  frieijdfliip  by  je^gijies,  fir  xppcl  Ciwwty  bjAfPf, 
wcrg  fh^  indfgciidcot  i  Tbis  y«il:  pf  p^iy^r  gjy^,  nc?f^§- 
TJJy  and  cvpr,  nfi^kf?  bf r  dppyp4.cf)t  jp  f bp  ^vi^d^ft  (^^^R^ 
9f  fapcied  independency,  ci|f}Cf  tjx  l^pcpf^p  #<^y  WIPSB- 
3pe<ac<J,  oj-  remaiin  conrfpjacd  ^  %}  pr^fcQf  |>y  f  MprI 
Union*  The  proofs  are  evidently  beforp  |^ef »  ^iJt  bg^  ft^e 
ample  ppy^)r  for  mdppendcncc,  woiil^  Ae  PTOpfiUpji  of 
ynion  pow  exift  f  Moft  indilbitably  not ;  fl)p  b^  l^g^^iif^ 
beer}  independent.  •  But  bqr  diipiaptiye  i(lrqigti(  a^j^  r€ij%- 
tive  pofifioQon  the  globe  deny  this  ind^ei^^f^cfi  t^efsforf^y 
Ib^  c^n  only  b^  conjun£);ively  iride.pe|]idei^t  ^  91^1  tl^rg^gtl 
no  other  conjunction,  that  all  the  vi^it  q(  q[)^t^  a^^  ^Y^fs^ 
can  (he  be  independent,  tbs^n  tbroHgb  a^)  J^ijipo.^ppratiyf  of^. 
Wc  d^fy  the  mo(l  pi;pfougd  judgpa^nfc  of  flwrp^ft  ip^^u- 
ity»  to  point  out  any  other  mode,  wbeceby  Ireko4  ^^  ^ 
in  reality  and  pra£iically  independent,  th%n  tbrojufh  vx  Uoir 

on 
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M  of  At  LegiflatiMres.  '  She  has  neither  population,  terri- 
toriesi  revenues)  nor  commerce,  to  be  ieparately  independ- 
ent ;  biit>  by  incorporatioa  and  identity  with  Great' Britain^ 
fte  acquires  al}  thefi^ ;.  and,  therefore  by  Union,  and  with 
GttHt  Britain  alone^  can  fhe^  or  will  ihe  ever  be  independ- 

As  ttt  Union  with  Fran^ei  it  is  Union  with  de(poti&n 
aodrobbety*  That  murdering  nation  has  twice  renewed 
her  vaft  acnnes,  ^ich  have  been  fwept  off  the  face  of  the . 
polluted  earth*  She  has  twice  publicly  robbed  her  own 
frijeds^  giving  theol  for  Aeir  fduilidered  property^  paper 
of  no  value,  undel'  the  nade  of  Affignats  and  Mandats.— » 
She  has,  unceafingly  and  without  diftindion,  fmce  the  re- 
volution, ftripped  her  people,  after  flie  had  robbed  her 
throne  arid  Tacked  het  altats.  Not  glutted  with  the  flaugh- 
ter  d^  above  two  millions  of  her  unhappy  fubjeds,  (he  pluck- 
ed thefword  from  Ae  bowels  of  her  own  people,  to  plunge 
it  into  the  bofom  of  foreign  nations.  She  has  vex^d.both 
elements;  the  earth  'and  the  fea  bear  witnefs  againft  her 
havock  of  the  hupian  fpecies :  and  Heaven  itfelf  had  not, 
bounds  for  her  crimes— ihe  has  infulted  ^e  MsLJe&f  of  the 
Creator  upon  his  throne,  ' 

The  whole  globe  wa^  uneiiual  to  her  horrors :  even  one 
finall  portimi  of  it  has  been  plundered  by  her  rapacity  of 
1,691,757,354/.  fterl.  [fee  table  A.}  And  we  believe  it 
m^t  with  great  truth  be  allerted,  that  tigers,  and  wolves 
have  not  cblle^vely  committed  fuch  havoc  upon  their  rrf-* 
pedivefpecies  fince  the  creation,  as  the  French  upon  their 
oWSr  fince  die  revolution.  Now  that  thefe  menfhould 
with  fuch  qualifications  fet  up  to  bclegiflators  of  the  worlds 
isibmewhat  ftrange*  But  it  is  more  ftrang$^^  that  Iceland 
or  a^y  other  nation,  in  its  fenfes,  ihould  finite  with  them. 
Foir  have  they  not  puniflted  virtue  with  chains,  banifhrnent, 
and  death  ?^  do  they  not  regard  their  ownpe^^h  as  an  herd  of 
cattle,^  to  be  butchered  for  their  purpofes  i  have  they  not 

treated 
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treated  the  peopkof  ^ther  nations^iit^die  fanefl^ttihri  dr 
Ibid  and  tnumtetttQ  tiiciU"a8  beans  toraicir  HMftsi9  f  Itivay 
the  cafe  in  Venice:  Have  they  neit  deftroyvAlobl  laadfafr 
repoUics  tocmnrert  duim  into  new»- and  lo^  tbenwitli 
chains  and  opiifeffiQiia?  ItiaAecafeiiiSwit8eiian&  Will 
Ireland  then  unite  with  then»  to  become  indqp^ent  aiid^i 
Tepiiblie,  that  is,  to  bleed  under 'their-  chattis,  goSlctineSi 
and  tortures  ?  or  will  (he  unke  wiib  Grtat  BritmUy  to  be^ 
ceme  ^%frie  as  ^ft'itldn  in4wr  Crmtm  and  c^wauroy  In^her 
jParSament  and  poMc€tl  -  Rtlatitm  ;  to  become  as  frnmrfii , 
as'Onat  Britain  herfelf,  and,  wetmft,  a  join^iaftnmsfnjh' 
of  Heaven  to  Any  liaejcsurge-  rfbumg/aty  i 


COMMERCIAL  STATE. 


Let  us  now  confider,  what  is  the  nature  and  eittent  of  A% 
commercial  advantages  of  Ireland  .under  her  prefent  fyftem, 
and  what  are  thofe  derivable  froqi  the  propofed  fyftemof  an 
,  Union  i 

Here  we  (hall  fully  arid  fairly  fee,  upon  the  plain  and  un» 
equivocal  evidence'  of  figures,  whether  {Uie  opinion  of  at! 
thofe  who  oppofe  an  Union  on  the  ground  of  traiiy  is  found 
or  not,  and  if  their  teftimony  be  as  true  and  difinterefted  as 
they  pretend.  /    , 

Since  iha  commerce  of  Ireland  depends  on  Britifli  coa-* 
nexion,  as  iifill  obvioully  be  (hown,  tit  is  reafonible  toafk 
what  is  tMi^^nexion  \  It  is  one  which  fubfifts  through  the 
Sovereign  of  bod^ countries  being  the  fime*  But  it'is  af« 
ferted  by  Irelancythat  the  King,  Lords,  and  Commons  of 
Ireland,  in  all  tlreir  fun£lions,  legiflative  and  political,  are 
diftinS  and  fep^ratefrom  thofe  of  Great  Britain,  Confe- 
quently,  whatever  is  diftin£t,  feparate,  and  independent  of 
each  other,  muft  indifputably  be  without  conta^  and  of 

^oiirfQ 


wurfirtririKMt':^  edtitOiTsmu  Where,  tbto,  is  tbehsfisfef 
ind^cmmnefGie  ?  w)i«rethe  cement  to  prcfeirve  from  dHTch 
hidda  thisfyfbm -df  BrttHh'COncefllbn  ? 
}  It  is  truG^  An  A£t:  of  Paritament  'kas  fmd  the  Crown  of 
Ireland  cbei  tfa«  broir  of  ar  ^itifli  Kmg ;:  'but  f»>^c  King 
iaadbis.ParIianient  of  Ireland  ai^feparate  and  diftind  in  all 
fundions  of  authority  from  thofe  of  England,  this  Ad  of 
^  Parliament  does  net  invgltdaite  the  cpnfeqiiencxs  refaltixig 
fiom  their  heiag  difl«n6l,  ieparale,  and  independent  of  each 
odier^'nanely,  tb^t  the^  are  indifputablf  wtthout  eoiita£l» 
and  of  courii^>-«with€Mit  conHticion.  Befidei  whiit  one  A£k 
of  Parliament  has  done,  another  Ad;  of  Paiiianient  can  undo. 
We  fee  nothing  but  confufion  here;  yet  this  is  the  con- 
nexion upon  which  the  commercial  exiftence  of  Ireland  der 
pends:  this  is  the.ftate  of  feparatioh  upon  whkbi  Britilh 
courtefy  and  BritiQi  conceffiion  ftand  ;-<*iand  of  what  value 
and  extent  thefe  concefl^oitt  ^e^tvii^^l^  common  commer* 
cial  calculations  of  lofs  and  gaii3>  between  the  two  nations, 
^  lis  now  inquire*  '      * 

^  ^        ^       ,  Suc^ 

•  The  fallacy  of  the  prefeht  relation  between  Great  Britain  and  ire- 
land,  has  been  mod  fully  and  ably  difcufled  by  Lord  Grcnvine7  oili'det 
«v«fy]K>ffibk  relation  of  $tate»  ^diorch,  Fioaoce,  Ajmfif^  &c.  whereby 
hh  X«ordlhi{>  made  it  Appear,  that  there  v/M  really  N9  CwKxhn  between 
the  two  cQimtries* 

Irt&  Commerce  with  Great  Britain^ 

(The  fofibwingftateaieiittaris  foimdlBiiup6n  the  PttbUc  Aceoupts  laid  be. 

fore  the  Houie  of  Lar4s»  %$th  ci  February,  sj.99,  hy,7kimw  It^mg, 

<^  Efq;  InfpeadI  General  of  ihe  Revenue.)      ^    .     . 


/- 


1799. 


pn  an  average  of  four  years  preceding  the 

-  5th  of  January,  1799,  the  afindal  im«      '       '  £.         4.    di 

-  Yoats  from  Ireland  into  Great  Britain 

ju»oontedt<i       -       -        -       •       -  21811,383    5    $ 

On 


tMk  and  Fwmgu  tafmu  to  Iirlaml  amoimti" 

«^to ^73)^70  ift    t 

On  an  aTetmge  of  three  years  -(the  lail  year, 

17^,  not  Wikig  ytft  tnade  oat  In  At  te> 

eooDt  i^eb  lb%  ti«  H^ifi  ihitt  tbe 

worUaMonudto       -       •      .       *  rti734«H<  M    f 

On    an  arerap  oC  fow  years  preceding 

the  5th  of  January,  1799,  the  txp^rt*  to 

the  world     ^       •       -  -        -  3^P53fW4  17  id 

Obftvrctlat  lAk  itef e  vilnet  in  iMbpnted  ifMiAly  to'Acande^t 
cflunatea  in  ckt  Ii^peOnr  Gcnerafs  Offioei  which  rai—tn  are  o^aa 
«n  avetage  about  70  per  cent  beneath  the  real  and  prelent  vahie  o£  thq 
futides. 

Sticfa  u  libc  coaip«nrtiTe  teoitteKe  of  Great  Bnt»^ 
Ireland,  on  a  fiur  average  of  four  years^  and  of  the  coon* 
merco  of  Great  Biilaia  with  the  wQrid«'«^''-^We  fliall  now 
take  atiothcff  view  of  it  under  ihofe  two  heads  during  the 
laft  year,  wfaeraby  the  adyantageSf  and  diladlranlBges  will 
appear  beyond  the  power  of  ^cond:adidKm  in  tiieftlf^iiri^ 
4enceoC  figures* 

The  TOTAL  imports  of  X798  into  Great 

Brit^  not  being  yet  made  out,  wc  (haO 

take  iht  value  of  the  preceding  year,  . 

«7yi  r  •  .  -  iC-  a»P»3f956 
Total  «/«r//,  1798,  .  i.  3^>6i5>3S^ 
Whole  trade  with  the  #orld,       .      -      -  £,  54>^69,354 

iii^fflf  frohi  Irehwd  into  Great  Britain  dnr- 

mgi798.         S         -  iC-M34*3^ 

£]q)orts  during  do.  to  Ireland 

BrfrHh nutnnfaiftdrea     -      £.  t, 676,^48 

YoreigR  nerchandlBe,'    «     iC*  >f3>^>^  ^ 

Whole  trade  with  Ireland,       •       «       «  £.  ^l^V^ 

Vihied  according  to  the  ancient  raifecst  #r  abo^  70  per  cent,  beneath  the 
prefent  yaluc^ 

Thus  WC  ice  clearly  what  vi  the  v^e  of  the  Irifli  dom- 
inerce,,  and  what  is  the'  value  of  the  wliofe  commerce  of 
Great  Britain.     It  now  remains  to  eonfider  the  Iteveniies 

arifing 
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By  AtisitpcSkorGprnnys  aeoou^t,  it  »ppeafs  Airt  d^e 
WMWd  of  the  «ov.eiiiift  laf  cuftoms  «oHiifted  from  ihaCfart 
^(hc  tnidt  of  Gucat  Brilsiii  ^arrkd #a  with  IreUuid^  was 
U4hcjt%rmiikig  the  gth  Jtnuaiy,  1799^^47,5442/.  Th^ 
smfimt  of  Ihc  reirAoue  of  cuftDms^  i5cfll<S«d'fioai  the  totfd 
ftradc  of  Grim  Sritaia  6>i(99,635 £ 

H^cc  DhcrefiMRr  it  i»  obirious  ani  isi£ontrov«rtiUe,  that, 
while  IrdaiMl  enjpjrs  oiore  than  a  niiKh  part  of  the  com^ 
ll^m^ev  of  Grcdt  Britaiiiy  that  commerce,  which  it  might 
be  fuppofed  would  contribute  a  proportionate  (that  it  a 
iMtfa)  pitft  to  the  r^venivei)  *()oettxil  laontributcvn  hundred 
mi  forty '&Mi  part. 

.  Coofequendy,  by  comparing  the  9rkiik  commtree  with 
Irebmdy  and  with  other  nations,  and  by  comparing  the  cuf- 
loma  paid  refpoAi^iely.  by  them  to  Qrcat  Britain  for  tjiat 
coqimirrcc,  it  appears,  obvtouflyy  and  bf yond  the  poAWHtjr 
of  doubt,  that  Ireland  h^s  an  advantage  over  other  nation^ 
M  145  to  nine  $  a  fiiperiority  unexamplpd  in  all  the  (yftcms 
of  jealous  commerce  fince  time  began.  For  Britain  lofes 
fo  muth  in  her  reiMBues ;  fhe  has  fofilictd  lis  much  to  foC- 
ter  and  favour  Ireland  |  to  elevate  her  near  berfetf  in  com« 
mercial  rank,  an^  now  fte  would  unite  hc|  ill  her  unpa^aB* 
rled  greatnefi.  She  has  not  only  facrifieed  a  fixiecn-feld 
I06  in  her  puUto  revenues;  which  iko  might  have  gained 
(by  the  fame  trade  with  other  countries ;  but^  in  the  view  of 
f  ommercial  putchafe  and  individual  cajcuhtion,  Ike  pays 
as  per  cent,  qaore  to  Irefand  for  thofe  articles,  than  Ibe 
might  procure  the  fame  for  from  other  nations.  There<» 
fore,  the  babpoe  of  the  account  Hands  thus>--the  puUic 
revenue  of  Great  Britain,  fuftains  a  k>fs  in  the  trade  of  Ire^ 
laod»  on  the.  comparative  proportion  of  its  commerce,  as 
'45  to  9;  that  is,  (he  receives  an  hundredi  forty-fifth  part^ 
where  a  aintb  part  ia  die  proportion  -,  or,  to  make  it  Aill 

more 
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mcMte  if^etr^  flie  receives  about  one  dunt&iML  out  of  ey^jr 
llxtcen  thpufiuid  Aat  might  be  exped^d.  Further,  this  it 
,  not  merely  fo  much  gain  to'Ireland,  i>ttt  a  fource  of  incal* 
€ulaHi  gain  through  its  rrfulu^  on  her  produdive  labours. 
¥^It  goes  however  furdier :  the  private  confumer  in  Britain 
{»ys  25  per  cent  more  to  Ireland  than  he  need  pa^i  ^re 
Che  lame  articles  for  his  confumption  taken  from  other  nati* 
ons>  and  which  form  the  chief  znA  almoft  entire  trade  of 
that  country.  What  then  is  the  additional  refult  of  this 
^ain  throughout  its  eiFeAs  on  the  induftry  of  Ireland  ? 

But  ihe  advantages  of  Britifh  commerce  to  Ireland  go  ftill 
further. 

,  On  an  average  of  die  three  laft  years,  the  annual  imports 
pf  the  produ^s  and  manufaSfures  of  Ireland  into  Great  Bri-i 
tWt^^moonted  to  5)510,825/.  whereas  on  k  like,  average, 
the  exports  of  the  pr^du^s  and  manufaHures  of  Great  Bri« 
tain,  amounted  tp  but  2,087,67s/.  Here  then  isaba- 
buice  tof' 34115^153 /.in.fayeuf  of  Irdand,  operating  itpoa 
tbq^gieat  fyftetisiof  nadooal^nduftry. 
:';'BiiitllM^4K(vaots|p.of  Bcttifli  cocQoieice  toIreJand  go 
^IftHtfaer*.  ;.••:     \   ■■^■■\  '/- 

Britift'  jpiiteftion  aad^connacf^r  baaro  opened  to  Ireland 
MW  ch^nneb  foe  her^manafiiAiftes ;  in  nturn  for.  wfaicb 
file  imports  fictofigi^  artidesy^  and  Acn  exports,  thefeforeiga 
^ftklesifo  Beitatn*  On  ait  average  of  the  three  laft  years^ 
flie  :faa»  liipp^ed  Bri^ua  wMi  foreign  -^mmodities  to  the 
wamvX  amount  of  ioiv864i,  arad.in.reitura  £or  thafeflxe  bat 
lafcen  frbm:Brit^n,artides/of  ^.nature  of  raW  materiidsi 
wfafciSii^e  tfacjdeaieiits  of  internal  inchtfey  in  Ifdand  to  dit 

ai»oitntcC44M77^      -  . 

But  the  advanhges  of  :BTitifl|.comiBerce  to  Ireland  go 
ftU  furthor*  Wtt  may,  howevor,  be  intetntptcdand  afked 
--*0oes  not  Ir^knd  take>  bcfide  thcfe  »ifo  snatcrials,  •  (<whieh 
&e  cannot  get  elfewbere)  the  woollen  and  cottoii  liranu&C'* 
tures  of  Great  firiui^  I  Grilled :  but  it  is  a  feadier  in  the 

balance 
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balance'  of  her  tr»!««  Let »  fte  what  is  «be  rdbUSveiprow^ 
portion  of  thefe  brsmches^  vridiovt  compariaj^tbeiit  wak 
the  whole  of  her  other  trade  ? 

Total  value  of  woollen  maiiuftii9m«s  export^  in  one  jear, 

preceding  the  5th  of  January^  ij$^^  -    £-^fii(>if^3 

Ditto  to  Ireland,        -        *  ,     -        -^       £*  S8<h7a^3 

Thus  then  without  heeding  fradibns,  we  may  fay  that 
there  is  but  a  twilfib  pAxt  of  her  woollen  manufactures 
exported  to  Ireland.  Now  let  us  fee  the  value  of  the 
cottons:  ,    •. 

The  Total  Export  of  cottons  during  one  year  preceding  the' 

5th  January,  1799,  amounted  to  .  -  jC' 3»497»'97 
Ditto  to  Ireland        -         -        -^         --'       £.  107,2925 

Thus  then  the  exports  t&Ifriand  a/e  aboot  a  thirty^^ 
€ond  part  of  the  vMt.  And  what  has  been  gWea  foi^ 
thofe  by  Ireland  ?  her  fflative  prodmOs,  and  the  onnttfac*^ 
tures.  of  her  .induftry.  Befide,  where  eife^than  in  Gteat 
Britain  could  thofe  articles  of  woollen  and  cotton  tore  bom 
procured,  of  fo  good  a  quality,  and  at  b  cheap  a  rate  I  Ho- 
where  oa  the  globe.  Whereas  the  linens  taken.- in;  retuift; 
for  them  could  have  been  procured  at  a  miieh  more  mode< 
fate  rate,  Trom  various  countries.  What  proportion,  ,taot> 
does  the  valoe  of  tbeft  two  branches  of  woollen  and  cottoa 
bear  to  the  vdae  of  iriih  linens  I  So  little  (as  will  appear 
hereafter)  that  Ire^md  takes  further  irom  9ritaaa,  in  order 
to  make  up  the  balance,  and  as  fiated  by  theprefent  Speaker, 
of  the  Houfe  of  Commons  of  Ireland,  ^.  Sale  for  fifhitim^ 
and /im^^ffx;  hops,  which  file  icma^;rvu/;  coals,  which- 
flie  cannot  raifi\  tin,  which  ihe  has  not  \  and  bark  whicb 
fite  cannot  get  elfiwhorti  and  all  thdCe  without  i^erviag  tfl|f^ 
dutyror  a  poorer  to  impofis  any  on  them,  though  her  owa 
fvbjeSs  pay  two,  three,  or  fiour  (hillings  a  cialdr^vjot  cook, 

fent 


C    t4^    ) 

fart  C0ahw9pi  and*  id  LondM  m  fiiilflifgl.^  ^h  Pofv 
ttifsi  i^BiecOh«*^WoodMlfs  report^  p^  Tio);  Sueh  iiT  fhe^ 
prefent  Speaker*^  ftatement  of.  tiie  trafe.  A-rid  aisr  t»  the' 
foreign  produce  whtch  ihe  takes  from  Great  Britain,  the 
ft^k  durJrfg'  owe  ^ar  ending  the'  5tH  Jfahiiary,  '  ifqgi 
sMefttnts  H)T^4i2,564^£^c«5drdin^  f 6  thef  iV^  valiie',  ahd 
ikEhiGbffite'a)uidiil>t  pofBbly  pi^curefrom  atiy  odidr  tii^fkef 
at  f6  moderate  a  rate.  This  will  be  perceived  when  it  id 
ftkted  that  four  of  thefe  articles  are' tea,  muflihs^  pepper, 
iligar,  and  amount  to  about  ^ObfiooK  of  the  foregoing 
film.  But  it  iSiouId  not  be  loft  fight  of,  and  therefore  it 
may  be  repeated,  that  aH  thefe  articles  were  not  only  pro- 
cured in  Great  Britain  cheaper  than  elfewhere;  'butwerr 
alfo  taken  in^  return  to  balance  the  extenfive  exports  of  Irifli 
produ^  and  manufadiures.  But  the  advantage!  of  idie  Bri« 
tifli  commerce  to  Ireland  goes  llfll  further. 

It  fs<  of  ftcli  itfi)M>ibiiif€S^  tKkf  ikfMrrPoftii^V  wcMs 
(|K»  109^)  <«  It  itf  ankOt^ttiJ^  t!r«f  drfftehfcel^  i^t^ 
liocft  trade  et  Itthr^ithj  mbch  «k  gtMSSk  ^i^tf 
c*  its^'COrtn»Wfe*^a**of  th«*tfade,  -iAWt  Wnfe^tendis^det-' 
pend:upo<iB#lttrfm  Wfeat  thto  ait' tli*- dangfei^?  Whtc^ 
menace  thi«  criid^  WMi^fi^anfinebt^6hitivi(T5nMirf  Thej^ 
airriiiei^itaUe  rtfiilli'  Wki»)#r^  D^k%ti,  HhtSiiMit' 
rebdlious  co««l»litoi 0t»^ttlii4b«*  civiMfttotihf  IrBlaha-^' 
GMMiereialcdtilb^nees  idiA'  akNfie*difl6lVe''tRe  tA^^ 
tint  counttyi 

I^  owtiprofpe%pt«pbfi^'it^d^^^WteMKt''tfn^^ 
prtfcnt  relationsi  evciytftti*er^*#*nW^tO*ietfcfs  i^aHftK^ 
iieat«rt6  tliegWtVe. 

*^The  waithfokieft  of  Gf>fciitBr?t«nb*fer1ief  t^dbin^  nai»' 
vigdtion,  whfchiconftitttre*the^fi)wed('oP'hfc<' pftiurrtafrf hfet^' 
flOendor^  Wasifiiffitlentty  triarkfed*t)f  Iitlkrid]  bjr  thetJorilii' 
ttiiitce  of^theljords  ofO^rtde^  IfWdtfthfecoiAtfteitiit Vf-' 
^nce  that  ajppbintedthetfi  to  invcfftigatej  th?^  Irifli  M^fir^ 
granting  mv»ri!^t  ^ihe*  Eiwitfr  ^fie  Unin  and  he^H* 

manufaSfuriS 


mamfiJ^r^s  ^  that  iingJIim^  andfm  repiolingiAi  Um$kf, 
en  flax  feed  imported^  and  for  encouraging  the  growth  tberirfy 
in  that  kingdom.  Fol^  lb  Long  as  the  kingdoms  are  difttaft 
ai\4  feparatfly.  (kve  bji^a^iaiitaQsaAtary  d(6pfindeilf:e  of  one 
.crown  upon  another^  we  may  reafonably  conclude  that  Bri- 
tain wiUidwaya^'be^  awake  lot  heii^ownJatj^ndfts^aiu^  kiidb^ 
^Kenee  t»  tMe  inloMfls^  will  torn  ihribalancdafi  Iciibitdidi^ 
bf  eiibcr-  wilMc^Mwing^  her  boimtiejeofLbifll  actidcSii  <te  An 
minifhing  the  duties  on  the  lame  articles  from  foMgn  nid^ 
ons.  Thus  Ibe^  can  always^  lay^to  the  tide  of  IriflfeiCom« 
merce^  undfer  the  prelent  CDnftfAiea^  f ^  fo  ftf  fi&ak  thMi 
go :"-— but  under  an  Union,  Ihe  can  never  fay-r»^^  n^frn^ 
ther**  Her  own  interefts,  as  well  as  the  terms  of  die  com« 
pa£t,  will  bar  the  fentiment;  Whereas^  ttnder.dKe^exifting 
connexion^  wlmt  was  the  opinion  o£  Mr,  Fofter^  p:  io&  . 
<<  The  Honourable  Gentlenaan,''  far^shev  alluding  to  Mr« 
Floodycon^lains  of  the  repqrt  of  the  Englilh  PriVy  Coiincily 
who.fay  thajt  to putjbreland  and  Epg)and  on  a  footing  i^,^;if;«>  ^ 
a^.  reciprocity  2$  to  linen%  Ireland  ought  to  give  a  haunty.oa 
the  exportation  of  £/i^i^  linens,  beqaufe  England  gives  z 
bounty  on  the  exj^tatien  of  Irilfav  linen$.r-C an  ahy 
TijiNGBE  MORj£  jjUST?"  Such  was  the  fentence  of  Mr. 
Poller..  ^<  Yet,  (ailds  he)  England  oiak^  nofuch  demand^ 
but  is  ready  by  this  ladjufl^ent,"  which  is  preci&ly  applica** 
ble  to  this  prefent  meafure— ^^  togi^^e  additional  lecurity  txk 

our  LINEN  TRADE  FOR  EVER." 

Ko^,  11^  ocderto  a^c^qr^n  wha^is 4be power. ofKSreat 
BriuiiLat  pre(e|xt,,  o^.^e  linen  trade  of  Ireland,  we  muft 
alfo  mark  what  is  the  influence  o£  her  Bounties  on  that 
trade;  and  thus  we  Ihall  clearly  feehow  to  calculate;  firft^ 
wbatmuit^be  theeffqfi&of  dstefinal^djuftmentof  an*0»iv;r^ 
wbirreby.  probably  all  foreign-coiiipBtitiQn  in  intporir.mt 
conlixfap\tly.e:cfor4  wttb^^  Irilh  li||ie%  would  1^  ppobibttmi$i 
and  ne^t,  what  muft  be  the  tSe&  of  fuccefs  mthitt^aKi 
Union,  when  cpmnuxcialcontefi&Tm|kfienfue>r and  ^  ^e 

war 
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War  ^  othatti^Sf  wherein  Ireland  cannot  cope  with  Bri^ 
tiin?** 

Bfifffrf'M't/mmmiiilmin  Trade. 

The  e0«da  9S  an  Unko^  in  couatecading  feragn  con* 
petition  aga^iA  Irifli  tnide»  maj  be  viewed  .diio^gh  the  c& 
feftf  of  thofe  Bomtiea»  wU^  hare  akcM^  iqperaced  en 
that  ceoipetithMk 

The  firft  Bottntiea  on  Irift  Kocn  exported  firaai  Great 
Briuin^  took  pbce  in  17439  and  the  export  mder  die 
hountywai^ 

In  the  year  1743,      •      *,    40,907  yardti 

.  '  ■  ■  »7S3>  -  h039^7  — 
— ^1763,  -  2,s88,s64— ^ 
— —  «773t         ^      a>«32^246 

This  increafe  through  bounties  has  been  alfo  aided  by 
duties  on  the  import  of  foreign  pioenSy  but  Atk  dutidl' 
have  certainly  operated  to  die  prejudice  of  the  woollen  ma* 
nipfadures  of  Great  Britain ;  a^  foreign  powers  coniequent« 
ly  laid  on  them  reciprocal  duties  aiid  reftridions.  The  ef«* 
ftSt  however  of  thofe  bounties  on  IriOi  linens^  and  of  accu- 
mulated duties  on  foreign  linens,  fwelled'the  import  of  the 
former  confiderably.    For 

In  1743  there  were  imported  6^18,375  fwisi 

~  >773'        -        *         «7»87*>6»7  — • 

Incrcafe  1 19458,142  yards.  ^ 

That  diis  increafe  arofe  from  the  operation  of  bottniiet 
and  duties,  will  appear  obvioufly  from  the  decraife  in  tbs 
import  and  export  of  foreign  linens,  compued  at  the  £une< 
periods* 

•  Mr.  P*fter'<  fp^cb. 

^  Foreign 
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,  Foittgn  iin^tis.  imporud  into  London  and  thp  ou^orts 
«rere, 

ln'74-3i        -        15,584,504  ells } 

.  ^    -^  »775>.       -^  .    ^  8^54^649  ^   ^    , 
,        ,  /  Decrcafe  9,629,834  -r- 

Foreign  linens  exported  ixom  London,  and  the  1cmJ!poft^ 
were,    "        "  -   *^"'  ■  '*  "'  ■«••'■'• 

—  «773>       -        4.38S>i76  — 

^  -;  Dcxsreife  5^j09^56{:'-^  ,      ^  ' 

But  there  i$  npw  afccond  period  whereby  w«  mayafcer-i 
tain  the  eiFe6ls  of  Britifb  fonnexion  and  cmmer^iy  as  we  did 
Ja tbeior^pij]^^  13^/104, of  %iti(h.&7z/^f ^d,4^£f^^  in fa« 
vour  of  the  IriJth  linen  tra^e. 

The  Irifli  Uoeps  exported  from  Great  Britain  entitled  ta 
iounty,  wcx^     ,        ^.  •       -  .  — 


In  i743>       .-. 

,  -  , 

40,907  yards? 

•— ?773?  .     - 

..-.' 

,    2^32,246  ; ' 

—  17,89..       -   ■ 

.3,587,84.8—^ 

-— »79?r         - 

- 

5»598j446  - — 

r- 1795?      - 

-. 

lA^.hm—', 

.  Here  then  is  zttincrea/e  of  ej^orts  on  Itilh  linens,  from 
40  thoufahd  yards,  to  nearly  feven  oiiUion  .and  a  lialf  in 

^   Theifiiy«ffts|«if  ][l^(b^ikiiwasm  ^743> 

above  fovw^naillions  of  yjirds— in  1773  above  17  eoillions'; 

In  1789,      ,  <»       —         30^044,960  yards; 

•      *^I794»        -      —        38,018,102 —*r 
,       i  -r-:^7«7»  ^     -^    .   -      :  3»3^<h9^S*^'^-^     . 

*  Ireland  fbpplies  other  countries  with  about  four  millions  of  jtidi  i 
«r  onc-JLCAth ;  the  other  itfmc  depend  op  M!^  MBxacrcf. 

'  ,  B  That 
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Tlf^  tills  aftoQifliiiig  incrsftfis^firm^ovm  nHSmXMUarfy 
FORTY,  has  bceiv  the  tScSt  of  the  ixtemUd  *  commerce  #f 
Great  Briltrfn  will  obvioufly  appear,  tOhtt  tht  foreign  Uo- 
ens  have  ^ivf  inre^d  during  the*  fecond  period  1789,  as 
they  did  during  the  irft  from  1 74^^  as  has  been  juft  ftated. 

The  value  of  foreign  linens  imported,   £. 

In  1789,        .        -        433f884 
r*  17961       -       ..-        456^679 

Thus  we  fee  that  they  imnafid^  which  is  in  itfelf  a  proof 
iof  the  dftJb  df  the  ihctMea  trdttHMetct  df  (^  fnt  Btitain ; 
W  ^  Ac  Whbte)  it  ttiay  be  fttd  that  they  have  prdd^red 
th%ii^  level  ill  the  ioiport&.  As  to  the  exports,  tihetr  vahtb 
was, 

.      £^ 

In  1786,    •-   ^    I22,73f 
— 1796,    -    -    132,822 

Here  we  behold  the  fame  effe£l:s  from  the  ^Miie  caufes, 
and  the  (ame  arguments  are  applicable* 

The  hiOik  linens  have  an  advantage  over  the  fefeigq,  to 
the  amottfit'ef  25iL  Jier  xent^  ■  >  ■  And  to  this  fyftem  of 
bounty  and  duty,  they  firft  owed  their  increafe ;  and  to  the 
unparalleled  extehfion  of  Britifh  commerce,  they  now  owe 
Ihefr  extraordibary  augmentation. 

The  linens  imported  from  Ireland,  on  an  average  x>¥ 
the  thtie  years  t>f6cedoig  Jamiak-y  1798,  amounted  to 
2,600,421 1 

Whereas  die  value  of  fbreign  liqens  imported  during  the 
fame  period*,  amounted  <6  but  414,719  /. 

Of  thrtt'  alfo  there  were  ^exported  to  tihe  amount  of 
119,263?.- 

TheMbre  there  i^te  confumed  fai  Great  Britain;  but, 
.  «99>4S6/. 

.   «  Scf  Tables  DkE. 

Whereas 
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Jjm9i(»  tht  ^mfim^  9f  i)K»iit  s^i^iif^^M   A$  ^  ti^ 

ih/5  ^fpr^i^  in  fitir  £ritf(b  ^vuirMM  ^itGidpiMi  oKpoiRtMQa^ 
the  fa*ift  Itoen^  !Cf«er  a  ipsoigo  sxauk^y  iwi^h  ^;th9  ivaiite 

irttSiientBrthe  fmnt  market  after  haying  kft  hfibind  ibcm  ia 
firitm^  fticaetaUipafltsof  :fbe  dutiosipaul  on  iiiDportatkM» 
|kodjtfler.ba9&iig  pudfoflfteodier  fiuftom^oufe  chaffgeb;  lb 
that  hdfoKe  tbey  ean  be  tuifti^ped^.tAieiie  «  a  ditulvantage 
^^nft  tbc»9^myjdfotttotftQai4tfe'|o:fi]c  per  ceat 

iButthctiinportaRoeioffBrkiflicoiinc?|ion,  .and  ftegrim» 
ing  magnitude  x>f 'Iri(b<c<Hiioiefcc  itbrough  thaft  ^nncdion^ 
aufftiie  obvious  tOtevecy  qci^  wfaarcflpAs  tJutAe  TOTAt* 
value  of^the  Ivnen -trade  indrdaadi  wa$, 

.^-^si75«,       .-       ^         "751^993 

Wbev?^  the  linen  tiade,  incliiduig  jmn,  9|4th^6feat 
Britain  dloae,  upon  4a  average  tv^l|ie  orf  rtbe  tbroe  ^^earaencb^ 
kig  X  798,  amounted  •  to  ,0^844,402^.  )I  f^  indeed,  tbe  Vnion 
wfaicth  jmtb  MfpcfbtoitbejUnenitrade  qflnelandi  lis  pvedfidfr 
tbe&ine  iniubftanfle  asithcuadjuttminit  rM^raonMr^f ^er 
iiledtlhofe  emphatic  J«fords»  :(p.^  108  j  ^'  ^lit  .wereito  (ahft 
aviray  (tbe  ibeoefit  jof  tiie^Uneo  rfieadefoom  Iceland,  it  would 
beagood  .caiifexfor  fe^zngiit::  bt^a&fttfor  «\RMiOoiibp 
firms  aAHL  vtke  .Aj^viUN/rApss  iwe  jderive  itoKi  4^  ^litiffi 
trads,  and  Undt  England  from  making  any  laws  that4;pn4>e 
'M/urious  to  it :  furely  gentlemen  who  jegafd  that  trade,  and 
whofe  Jirtunes  and  rent  depend  on  its  pro^iritf^  will  not 

B  2  entertain 
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entertain  a  A^mrn^j  doubt  about  embracing  the  otfer/' 
:<And  as  the  linen  trade  much  exceeds  all  the  reft  of  the  com- 
merce of  Ireland,  and  as  nine-tenths  of  it  depend  folely 
upon  Britaso,  what  thai  muft  be  die  refult  were  the  fyftem 
4yf  boanties  and  duties,  which  ^eonftitute  almoff  the  principle 
of  its  etiftence,  to  receive  a  ftoekf  If  the^uUic  revenues 
of  Great  Britain  (iiffer  by  this^ften»,  if  the  private  con- 
fumer  fuffers,  by  paying  25  percent,  more  than  he  need; 
jf  the  mainufaAures  of  Britain  ftffFer  by  reciprocal  duties 
and  reftrifitons  I»d  on  by  Ibrefgo  tiations-^if  the  inler^fts  . 
of  Ireland  be  different,  and  fq>arate  from  tboTe  of  Brkaio^ 
if  it  reafonable  to  fuppofe  that  the  peopfle  of  <}reat  Britam 
will  not  infift  on  the  fupport  ciier  Separate  iolereft*  I  They 
have  long  and  loudly  demanded  why  they  AiouM  be  charged 
fvith  this  25  per  cent  on  the  confitmptionof  Irifh  linens; 
the  Jinrn  trade,  nay,  I  may  fay,  the  entire  trftie  of  Ireland- 
{as  will  appear  hereafter}  knoft  be  deftroyed,  if  this  Mind 
polic^  of  feparate  interefts  b6  forced  upon  the  Britifli  byjthe ' 
Iriih  nation.  Ireland  fhould  at  leaft  refled  that  the  Britifii 
market  wouldy  if  the  operaiion  of  bounties  and  -duties  ceaf- 
ed,  foqn  be  cbeai^  filled,  not  only  with  foreign  linens,  but 
that  Britain  faerfdf  would  4bon  fiipply  her  own  •market,  a& 
in  the  cafe  of  the  fail  cloth  manufadure,  v^hich  Ireland  hfi^ 
The  foreign  linens  at  this  moment,  with  even  25  per  ceht. 
againfttfaem,  4iotonIy  fupport  a  competitioa  with  the  Iriih 
linens,  but  under&Il  them  in  feme  branches^  Three  Pro*- 
vinces  of  France  alfo,  wUch  manufSitfhire  more  Unensthatt 
idl  Ireland  together,  might  ftruggie  for  this  market ;  but  as- 
tiie  home  confumptton  of  Britain  would  foQn  increafe,  £»- 
muft  the  home  produce.  And  vrfiat  the  extent  of  this  ma^ 
nufafhire  is  in  Britain,  may  be  calculated  upon  the  follow* 
ing  comparative  view  of  the  exports  of  Unens  entitled  to 
bounty. 

In 


r 


IRISH.  .BRITISH. 

Iri  1743,        40,907  yards  -  52,779  yards 

— 1753>  *>039j967.—  -  641,410  — 

—  1763*  ij558,s64 -     2>3o8,3ip 

— 1773>  2,832,246*— p  -  3,279,808--^     \ 

Thus  it  appears^  that  whitle  the  Irkb  manufa<9iire  in-^ 
creafed  from  40  thourand  yards^  to  two  millions,  the  BrU 
tifh  increafed  from  52  thoiifand  yards,  to  three  fniliions^ 
leaving  out  fradions.  And  this  increaie  of  the  linen  ma«^ 
nufadure  is  daily  becoming  more  eonrideral)le  in  Great 
Britain* 

The  increafe  in  the  exports  of  Britifh  linens  »#/  entitled 
to  bounty^  has  sdfo  been  as  great  in  value^  as  that>entitle<^ 
tpbounty.  Anct  the  foreign  linens  alfO)  which  pay  duties 
on  exportation  from  Great  Bfi^in,  have  been  able,  befide 
the  competition  in  the  Britifli  market^, to  maintain  a  com«* 
petition  in  the  foreign  markets  wid)  Iriiblinens,  ivhich  re^ 
ceive  a  bounty  on  leaving  the  EngUfll  ports  for  thofe  mar-' 
kets.  Thus,  then,  ftaiKk  the  cafe  of  the  foifh  fa'nen  ma-* 
nu&dure,  with  the  whole  fyftem  of  bounties  and  duties  io* 
its  favour.  But  what  woiild  fcdlow  we^e  that  fyftem  to 
ceafe  ^-''-^^lommeFcial  death*  And  this  fyftem  muft  be 
broken  and  deftroyed,  if  inflead  of  Uhion  feparate  interefts^ 
exifts ;  whet^as  new  ibrco  muft  be  given  to  that  fy/lem  \yf 
Unien,^  and  identity  of  ihterefts.  One  plain  and'  obvious 
queftion  will  fiiew  16  every  mMi  of  what  importance  and* 
benefit  an  Union  muft  be  to  Iceland.  It  appears  that  the 
principal  market  for  Irifti  linens  is  Great  Britain,  and  that 
four-fifths  of  the  quantity  imported,  and  thofe  of  the  higheit 
t»rice,  are  coiifumed  there;  confequently  the  other  one-fifth- 
has  been  exported :  Now  we  a{k,  has  the  Irijh  bill  of  boun-^ 
ties  been  able  to  dire^  the  export  of  this  mi-^jifth  into  heri 
own  direct  commerce  ?  Si(rely  no  ftrongec  proof  can  be  ad- 

dujRcd 
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iuCti  of  the  fuperior  advantages  of  BrltKh  commerce  and 
Briti{h'<:Kt^kaI ;  aMd,  confequentty,  of  ttr  iA5:>rporative  Uni- 
on, with  all  thofe  advantages.  For,  though  the  IrUh  ex- 
porter has  at  preTent  an  obvious  Aiperiority  ovei  the  £ng« 
liih  one  (which  is  the  cafe,  though  th6  bounties  in  both 
countries  be  eqiiat)  of  five  and  a  half  per  cent,  paid  for 
freightage,  con^ihi^on,  warehoufing,  wharfiiging,  and  other 
inddentr  attendant  on  the  kiiport  of  Iriik  lineift  imo  the 
Bsmfk  portSy  kft  the  parpofe  of  esipoit  ftom  ibefie^^^  Aill 
there  is  not  a  decreatei  bue  M  vAomthing  iHtu^  m  tfto 
experts  ctf  IrMh  Wv^m  fiont  Gri€A  Bn$ai0t  Evm^  Mi  th^ 
kft  y^F^  which  v^as  »  oonfufed  period  6f  rUbdlli^iii  tle^  m« 
crreafe  above  the  preceding  year,  amounted  to  1 49^592 
This  the%  is^  aft  «A>^btttf  t^  ef  the  %Se&p  of  capiial,  #llich 
Cdia  afford  long  crtfdk-^^weU  afiort^d  targpes,  oflndki 
goeds^  ieretgn  Unen^  Mancbe^,  Bimniifgham,  Norwicb 
and  Shefflrfd  manufadure^  1  aM  of  vrhieh  baw  refiftcd  d» 
opevativo  adyamago  oF  five  and  ^  hitf  p^  ^at  in  &irour  0I 
the  Irifli  exporter^  SiM«  here^  theny  it  to  Uticqutvoeal 
aind  clear  eonvi£kion  of  the  benefits  of  Effgltfik  trade*  k  majr 
be  aflsdUipIs  Ireland  diffMed  t3o  fttrrender  Aofe  benefits  af 
bonMTaflid  abroadf  or  m  fecure  thetti  for  ev6r  ? 

Thofe  adviuiti^ee  are  M  lefs  mimetous-  tfAd  exteniW^ 
than  ibey  are  fiiYgular  in  their  nature,  fotj  in  order  to  efr 
tabltfl^  a' reeipfoctiy,  ^  Ireland  ^ugbt  to  give  a  bounty  on 
the  eyportatioii  of  EngJiih  linens,  becaiife  Engkuul  gives  « 
bounty  Off  the  exportation  of  Irifli  linens/'— ^Cb*  atiy  iking 
be  r/i9ri  juflf  &id  IVfr.  Fofter.  But  what  i&  ^iSkuaUy  the 
cafe  ?  The  annual  bourttiei  paid  to  Ireland  by  England,  on 
an  average  of  thbfouf  laft  years^  amounted  to  34,000^1 
aftd  ti^e  afiriual  revenues  from  the  trade  of  IreUnd,  during 
the  (ame  period,  amounted  to  40,000  /. :  therefore,  the  annual 
balanee  fot<  th6  gain  of  th6  Britiih  revenue,  or  for  the  ninth 
part  of  ltd  tfadey  WKs  6|0Q0/.^  which  bears  a  proportim  t^ 
it^  wh6le  revenue,  during  that  period,  ($>734>S25^*)  ^^^ 

to 
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to  850.  TTras  then  England  obtains  one,  where  eight  hun- 
dred and  fifty  are  its  due :  fuch  is  the  rate  of  favour  aboye 
other  natiofis,  or  of  benefit  to  Ireland  arlfing  from  Britljb 
hounties.  And  further:  the  benefit  obtained  by  Ireland 
from  the  lofs  fuftatned  in  the  Britijh  revenues^  amounts  to 
above  joo^ooo  l.  per  ann:  which  Britain  muft  receive, 
were  IriQi  linens  taxed  equally  with  thof^  of  foreign  coun- 
tries. Thefe  extraordinary  advantages  however,  Ireland 
cannot  hold  under  the  prefent  fyftem  of  things.  Not  onljr 
feparate  interefts  muft  pruduce  a  feparation  of  connexion, 
but  without  feparation  of  connes^on,  this  commercial  fyf- 
tem fo  long  and  loudly  murmured  againft  in  England,  muft 
finally  be  diflolved,  and  confequently  the  trade  of  Ireland  bjs 
nomorg^ 

CommiWal  ijp£it  without:  an  Vnion^ 

One  of  two  events  muft  follow,  wiAout.an  union f  either 
Irel^  will  fink  under,  the  ruin  of  the  prefent  coinmerciai 
fyftem,  pr  under  thtfucitfi  of  it. 

The  ruin  of  it  will  be  founded  Qa  the  lofs  to  the  public 
revenues  of  Great  Britain;^  on  the  advanced  pricp  paid  by> 
the  private  confumers  in  Great  Brjtain^  on  tjip  detriment 
to  the  general  manufii£l:ures  of  Great  Britain  y  on  the  uni- 
verfal  murmurs  in  Great  Britain;  and  hence  that  ^<  war  oE 
bfu^ntiesy*  predi<^ed  by  M^.  Fofter,  apd  the  inevitable  dif- 
folution  of  th.eTyftem,^be<:aufe  the  interefts  pf  both  countriesr 
are  not  one  and  the  fame. 

The  further  Juccefi  of  Irifti  commerce,  under  the  pre- 
fent fyftem,  al(o  unfolds  the  inevitable  rmn  of  this  fyf- 
tem, and  that  fuccefs  is  tolerably  evident.  For,  notwith- 
ftanding  the  engmer^ted  cavfes  of  Kpglijh  fi^ccefs,  contrarj; 
to  the  Irifti  Bill  of  Bounties^  are  a^  fo  many  embarraiT- 
ments  which  bear  upon  the  Iri/h  exports  j  however^  means 
of  palliating  them  wiU  gradually  develop  themfelves;  and  it 
muft  unavoidably  enfue,  that  an  exiftin]^  operative  advan* 
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t»ge  in  favour  of  any  branch  of  indcy  'Wi!I  -ultiiDatelys 
though  perhaps  not  rapidly,  efFe6tiiatc  its  eflablilhment* 

What  then  muft  follow-i  The  commercial  intercourfe 
between  the  two  countries  n»uft  be  ruined  by  a^/uccefs  which 
will  operate  to  the  diminution  of  the  export  trade  of  Great 
Britain,  to  the  diminution  of  the  returns  of  that  trade ;  and 
confequently  to  the  preJMdice  of  her  navigation  and  com* 
mercial  intereft  in  general.    For  can  it  reafonably  be  fup- 
pofed  that  one  nation  will  uphold  another^  by  foderjng  its 
trade  at  an  immenfe  expenfe  to  herfelf  and  her  fubjeSs,  and 
at  a  lo(^  to  her  revenues  and  manufadures,  her  navigation, 
and  commercial  interefts  I — No:  Ireland  is  too  juft.         ■   ■ 
Or>  can  fuch  a  trade  be  continued,  vi^hile  the  intereft  of  the 
two  countries  clafh,  and  infifledon  as  feparate,  are  made  to  ' 
Dear  for  reparation?  No:    Britain  is  too  wife.     Lefthe 
Iriih  well  obferve  that  the  Lords  of  Trade  have  confidered 
luch  a  revulfion  of  commerce^  as  that  juft  pointed  out  and 
provided  againft  it.     They  have  told  the  committee  of 
council  ^^  that  in  fuch  a  cafe,  a  redu^ion  in  the  duties^  on 
foreign  linens  must  take  place;  that  the  kingdom  of  Great 
Britain  would  thus  be  enabled  to  fiipply  herfelf  as  cheaply  as 
ever  ;  that  (he  would  do  it  with  advantage  to  the  revenue  | 
and  that  fhe  would  probably  too  obtain  larger  confumption 
of  her  woollen  manufaSlurei^  and  other  goods  upon  the  coa- 
tinent  of  Europe/*     ,  ,  ' 

But  fuppofe  that  fuch  mifchiefs  to  the  navigation  and 
commerce  of  Great  Britain  were  not  to  enfue,  at  leaft*fud- 
denly,  or  to  a  great  extent ;  fuccefs  in  commerce  is,  how- 
ever, a  death-blow  to  the  linen  trade  of  Ireland,  under  her 
fuhjifting  connexion  with  Great  Britain':  for,  the  confe* 
quences  of  improving  commerce^  is  increafed  opulence. 
The  xonicquence  of  increafed  opulence  is  increafed  price 
cf  land,  provifions,  labour,  and  confequently  manufi£tures. 
Therefore,  as  foon  as  the^price  of  linen  be  augmented,  its 
importation  into  Great  Britain  will  decline,  and  that  of  fo* 
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rogn  linens  proportionately  increafe,  without  anytmering 
of  the  daties.  Now  the  foreign  linens  are  able  to  ftand  the 
market  with  Irifli  linens  ;  then  they  would  beat  them  out. 
The  import  of  fine  linens  for  home  confumption,  would  fuf- 
fer  particularly;  the  import  of  u6le  linen,  &c.  would  be 
wholly  loft :  and  if .  the'  low-priced  linens  (hould  take  ano«« 
ther  channel  by  dire£l  export  from  Ireland,  then,  through 
want  of  a  fuitable  afibrtment  for  the  Engliih  market,  all  the 
branches  of  the  Iriih  trade,  would  be  confiderably  diminiib- 
ed  in  their  imports  into  Great  Britain*  This  would  un^ 
queftionably  follow,  without  reducing  the  duties  oaforeiga 
linens.  And,  as  to  the  Bounties  on  Britiih  linens,  either 
they  >muft  be  continuedy  or  they  muft  be  changed,  li  they 
be  continued,  inafmuch  as  the  demand  for  the  Irifli  branch 
of  the  trade  diminiihes,  that  for  the  Englifli  itiuft  increafe  1 
this  demand  increafing,  the  produce  will  increafe  proporti- 
onately, and  then  the  fame  r^ftilts  will  follow,  as  formerly. 
In  the  Tail  cloth  branch :  For  it  fliould  be  remarked  by  the 
Irifli,  that,  though  Great  Britain  is  at  this  moment  fubje£k 
to  great  difadvantages  in  the  linen  trade,  yet  flie  is  fuppofed 
to  manufadure  more  than  is  exported  from  Ireland :  con(e« 
quently,  flie  is  in  that  improved  ftate  of  the  bufmefs,  that 
it  requires  but  mere  will  to  advance  rapidly;  and  this  muft 
refult  from  any  further y«rr^  of  Irifli  comiperce,  under  the 
iontinuance  of  Britifli  Bounties.  But,  on  the  other  hand^ 
can  it  be  required  that  thefe  Bounties  fliould  be  changed^ 
that  is,  that  they  fliould  be  raifed  for  the  hemjit  of  Ireland, 
in  order  to  check  the  foreign  imports,  and  confequently 
charge  the  Britifii  confumcr  with  the  double  increafe,  of 
foreign  duty  and  Irifli  price,  to  diminifli  the  public  reve- 
nues; to  injure  the  national  manufadures ;  and  to  violate 
all  the  principles  of  commercial  policy  ?  Yet,  if  this  be  not 
done,  thc/uccefs  of  Irifli  commerce,  is  the  tomb  of  its  linen 
trade. 

What 
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What  then  muft  follow  wltbout  Union?  Waving  the  cer- 
tainty of  reparation  and  ruin  from  political  and  civil  caufes, 
either  Ireland  muft  remain  as  it  is,  with  one  folitary  manu« 
fafture,  which  ca^inot  be  improved  ;  and  with  an  unferta- 
jiate  pcafaptry,  who  are  not  virtuous,  becaufe  they  are  not 
HAPPT,  but  are  fcduccd  into  fcdition  through  poverty,  and 
afterwards  made  tools  of  rebellion  through  defpair.  Or,  ta 
the  next  place,  {hould  Ireland  be  fuccefsful  in  commerce, 
dien  that  very  fucc'efs  becomes  felf-deftrudion,  under  the 
exifting  fyftem,  and  the  do£trine  of  feparate  interefts. 

The  friends  of  Ireland  therefore,  will  do  well  to  confider 
a  plain  and  iimple  ftatement  arifing  from  the  two  Views» 
which  we  Have  taken  of  its  commerce. — ^Ireland,  without 
an  incorporative  Union,  ftands  expofec)  to  private  poverty 
^— pto  public  calamities — to  defpcrateand  immoral  convulfi-r 
ons-->to  sEPARATi'oK*  Ireland,  without  an  incorporative 
Union,  is  barred  by  her  defend ance  on  Enqiish  aouN« 
TY,  and  by  the  power  of  Great  Britain  over  that  bounty^ 
from  attaining  any  high  eminence  in  commerce.  Or  we 
fhall  fuppofe,  againft  all  prpbability,  that  Ireland,  without 
Union,  may  become  fuccefsful  in  commerce :  therefore,  in 
fo  much  tauft  fhe  injure  the  trade  and  navigation  of  Great 
Britain  in  all  its  direct  confequences,  and  aU  its  collateral 
relations:  and  confequently,  their  commercial  intefcourfe 
muft  be  hazarded,  their  concord  broken,  and  their  prefent 
eonncxion  be  diflblved.  Or  finally,  fuppofe  the  connexlori 
be  not  thus  hazarded,  and  that  (he  be  fuccefsful  $ — then^ 
Ance  the  interefis  of  both  countries  are  not  one  and  the 
fame,  irreparable  mifchiefs  muft  enfue  to  Ireland ;  its  trade 
will  be  loft  by  a  very  fmall  rife  upon  her  commodities,  that 
muft  follow  her  fuccefs;  for  Great  Britain  will  not,  on  the 
principle  of  feparate  interefts,  and  on  the  claims  of  her  ma^ 
nufa6lurers,  and  on  the  grounds  of  commercial  policy,  /»- 
freafe  her  bounties;  Ireland,  therefore,  muft  fall  from  a 
pinnacle  not  lofty,  into  ruin  the  oioft  profound  ! 

Hpwever^ 
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However,  that  we  tadf  afcertaiit  fdlly,  what  (he  mufl: 
{uffety  by  the  lefs  of  Britiih  trade^  either  through j!]^tfra/i^ 
which  muft  Collow  non^inccrp^ratiofL  of  pstxlisLOitau  andtiH 
lerefts^  or  thsough  the  confequcQces  of  Juaejk  wititm^  iaccMr** 
porattorrf  and  further  what  0x6  mT^y  gain  by  an  tncorpora* 
fion  of  tegiflatures  and  inteieftsylet  us  review  theftate  of  her 
whole  commerce.  And  in  order  to  inveftigaCO  this  matter 
fairly,  ^e  AaU  noiP  take  zjingk  year,  but  sn  average  of 
three  years ;  whereby  we  may  fee,  beyond  doubt  or  decep- 
tion, what  is  the  seal  nature  and  fuU  extent  of  the  Irifli 
coounerce  with  Great  Britain* 

Ok  an  average  of  the  tAST  three  Tears* ' 


CATTLE  TRADE* 


Cows  and  oxen,  61  each, 
Herfes^  tof.  eadi,  * 
Swine,  30^.  each>        • 


CORN,  TRADE. 


Bniey,  f  7/v  pir  qtBPter, 
OatSk  14/.  per  dkto^       ^ 

Oatmeal,  7  /•  6  ^  per  boU, 
'Wheats  40^.  perqnartery 
Hoar, 


PROVISION  TRADE, 


Beef,  j/,  15^*.  per  barrel, 
Bmtcr,  j/.  10  J.  percwt. 
Fork,  5^  ij  /•  per  barrel 
JSaePh  2 A  5/.  percwt 


13,610 
10,181 


»7.579 
5,710 


289,000 

784.«54 

674»98« 
106,05$ 

— —  ■     Mi*  mm 

>»S54»*»3 
LINEN 


LINEN  TRADE., 

Pkiii  (hirtiog  and  (hccting,  at  i  /.  5  ^  per  yard,    -    t,6oo,  101 
Other  linensy        -»         •         •         «        .       ..  320 

Lineo  yam  (raw)        .         •         «         •         .       245,981 

2»844,4i>a 


Cattle, 
Corn, 
ProiifioDi 


TOTALS. 


168,^42 

289,00a 

'>954t2i3 


Thus  it  appears  that  on  the  average  of  17969  I797f 
1798,  the  linen  trade  alone  amounted  to  2)844,402  iL 

While  all  the  branches  of  provifion^  corn,  sMid  cattle, 
produced  2,41 1,455/.- 

*  Therefore  the  Knen  trade  abne  exceeds  all  thefe,  by 

And  as  her  whole  produce  and  manu^urea  imported 
amount  on  the  fame  average  to  5,510,825/. 

And  as  hef  cattle,  corn,  provifion,  and  linen  trade,  which 
ihe  could  not  find  a  mirkct  for  but  in  England,  amount 

to  5.255*857 '• 

Confequently  there  remains  out  of  her  whde-tradey  for 
which  die  mfght  perhaps  find  another  market  befide  Great 
Sritain,  254,968/* 

It  muft  alfabe  obfcrved,  that  there  are  articles  offofiigft-' 
produce,  for  which  probably  flie  would  not  find  %  foreign 
market,  but  which  Great  Britain  now  takes  from  her,  with 
her  other' imports,  to  the  amount  of  101,864  /. 

Therefore,  it  may  with  great  truth  be  aflertcd^f  that  tha. 
commercial  extjtence  tf  Ireland  depends  upon  Great  Britain. 

The  advantages  might  appear  more  finking,  were  we 
to  detail  the  Irilhartictes  favoured  by  Great  Britain  on 
importation^  aftd  theBritilh  arttcles  favoured  by  Great Sri- 

*  fffcr  Un«n  trade  ;dooe  is  more  than  all  xht  other  branches  coUe^re* 
ly,  carried  00  with  domeftic  and  foreiga  produce.     - 
t  Sec  Mr^  J?ofter*j  SpcecK    . 
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,tain  tin  exportation  to  Ireland.  This,  however,  ihall  be 
.only  given  in  fome  inftances,  that  we  may  not  intrude  too 
much  upon  the  reader's  attemtion.*— Bacon  is  admitted  into 
Engliih  ports  free,  from  Ireland— from  other  countries 
it  pays  0.1.  ys.'bd.  per  hundred  weight:  Beefj^^^,  from 
Ireland  j  and  frcMi^  other  countries  prohibited — Cattle  in 
Jiie  manner.  Linens  free,  from  Ireland — from  other 
countries  25  /♦  per  cent.  We  fliajl  not  enumierate  any  more 
of  the  imports^  but  fpecify  a  few  of  thofe  favoured  on  ex- 
portatibn  to  Ireland^-^Coals,  is.  21/.  the  chaldron — to  any 
jother  place  in  Britiihfliips,  15 1.  5.^.— *and  in  foreign  fhips^ 
il,  J  s.  6i/. — Sugars  in  loaves,  i  /.  6  s.  per  hundred  weight 
Bounty,  Vfki'cn.Jeftined  to  foreign  countries,  &c.  &c.-— 
Goods  permitted  to.  Ireland,  but  prohibited  to  other 
countries,— •Coin  of  gold  and  filver.— -Tools  or  utenfils  in 
the  cotton,  linen,  woollen,  filk,  iron,,  and  ^fteel  manufac* 
tyres,  &c.  &c.  Befide  all  Bounties  given  by  Parliament, 
on  Britijb  Jhtps  in  the  Greenland  filhery,  are  allowed  to 
flnps  from  Ireland.  And  fliips  from  Ireland  are  allowed  ait 
the  numerous  privileges  of  Britifh  fhips» 

Thus  we  have  obvioufly  before  us  the.  nature  and  extent 
of  the  Iriih  commerce  with  Great  Britain,  which  confti* 
tutes  almoft  the  whole  of  its  trade,— we, fee  alfo  what  haft 
been  its  wonder/ul  increare,,and  the  caufes  of  that  increafe  ( 
firft,  xherepuife  given  to  its  competitors,,  by  accumulated 
duties^  and  thtjypport  given  to  Irdand  by  extenfive  boun" 
ties ;  thpugh  both  operate  to  the  lofs  of  the.Briti(h  revenue^ 
the  expcnfeof  thcB/itifli^oitfumer,  .andjhe  injury  of  Bri- 
tifli  nianufaflures. — In  the  fecond  place,  we  obferve,  that 
the  caufe  of  this  increafe.  of  Iriih  trade,  Js  the  unparalleled , 
and  aftonifbing  exteiiSon  of  Britiih  commerce,  (See  Ta- 
bic, EO  .We  behold,  alfo,  that  Ivhile  Iceland  by  her 
conne£tiQn  i^jnjoys  more  than  a  ninth  part  of  that  commerce, 
Britain  does  not  derive  a  ninth  part  of  the  cuftom3>  but  a 
145th  part-«tfaat  is,  ihc  favours  her  above  other  nations, 

and 
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4M^  toller  Mm (dVadnntage,  an  tke  pDOpatton-of  445  to  ^ 
^^-Hemebjr  Gnett  £at»ifi  fiiftaias  a  fixieen^fiaid  >loft,  aikl 
^i«osIrdaMi;afiactee0-4bU  gftin, -csT  iofinitely  tmvie  lin  «be 
j«(iikiS«««-Siie  iK>w  oilers  helattd  Anrtbcr^  ^he  key  of  her  trea- 
AtreSf  udtlhe.fectirttyand  dnoreafecftbatcotiunerce^^^to 
^olke  tkenikcd  {lealiiiitscl  ilhat  <xmntry,  feed  their  ))ungry 
«0flfspring4  and^vethotr-fiin^Hiescoinfioeuble  dweHingv-**- 
Aii.k  i(  Aid  dbef  Are  inddeiit.  And  why  are  they  indo* 
lent? . Fiom  moiail .dffeAs^ ^bioh «pe coulfl  eaffty  trace,  'to 
oivil  rcaufes,  that  inuft  wither  nader-flie  influence  of  >te 
.IXttbn.  £eijt  granted,  hawev^*^  dhat  Aey  are  indoknt*: 
ibut  .are  tbejr  not  indigei^tt^  Is  the  f0versl^iftf^4aboiir  ^Qften* 
€A  \3if  due  Jiewafds?  Eor  if  they  be  thus  indigont,  thejr 
imik  he  idle.  .  T4e  tftfe  its  .ewer  the  Jime,  where  labour 
•ndindiiftrjr  affe«not4U)innflited  .by  pcoportionate  returns.-^ 
Itis  tfue  pcdicy,  raidndonelraet  which  fMppevts  a  redfRPo- 
iCai.ndanmtage;;  which  xnufes,  animates,  and  %reads  abroad* 
afpiritcif  inxluftry  amongft  ihe  poor  ^f^let  u^'be.afiiired,  that 
iheiiappiie&  ^  jnaakind  is  at  onoeJi  l&eval  and  a  fdSAt 
principle, 

.  it:m{qoeacs'thfoii^^iottt  tthe^sosimeiettl  iiipport  given  by 
Great  Britain,  tax  tteanieliDraMn'^f  the  ibte  c^  the  la- 
bouoers  andonanafiiAurersiof  Irdand^  thsfttthere  is  a  %a- 
lanceof  Marly>feur miiliona  annuatiy^  Ifbrtte drre^^pro* 
duoe  of  'the  4ands,  and  -their  labour*^  ^Qp^at  Sritain  in- 
vites jbrtfa,  ^animata  and  #emuneratet  Irifli  iadufh^  by 
5^10^51/.  fer  annuav;  ^eileas  the  firitift  pecfantry 
and  nannfafiunrs  veoeive  in  retofn  from  Ireland  but 

'  She  itolds  <out  alfi>  -to  the  anduftrioi^  maniifaAurers  of 
leeland,  all  the  improvenionts  of  genius  and  difcoyeries  in 
die  arts,  itoiacUitate  their ,&ill,. their  fuaQers,-tmdt7pidenee} 
*«^whiie:ihe:pn)hibits  ;this'conuminication  to  other  ^nations 
around  her. 

She 


(    3»    ) 

She  even  renders  lefs  detrimental  to  the  poor  of  Ireland 
the  lakuries  of  the  rich,  by  fupplying,  at  a  cheaper  rale 
than  it  could  be  procured  elfewhefe,  that  quantum  offo* 
reign  prodUiStions  v^hich  indulgence  deems  necelTary. 

She  pays  thetnanufaaurers  of  Ireland  25  per  cent.,  more 
fbr  their  Iinei>s>  than  fhe  could  purchafe  them  for  from 
others. 

She  ha^,  by  her  wife  and  liberal  prote£tion,  foftered  thin 
great  trade  of  Ireland,  in  fo  much,  Chat  Ibe  has  augmented 
induftry  amongft  its  manufadurers  ten  fold. 

S\)t  has  thrown  open  her  ports,  free,  for  the  produce  of 
Ireland;  while  {he  has  prohibited  the  like  articles  from 
other  countries. 

She  fupplies  the  wants  of  Ireland,  at  a  lefs  revenue,  than 
fhe  fupplies  the  wants  of  her  ownnatiyes%  She  imparts  to 
her  almofl:  the  neceflaries  for  commercial  exifience.  She 
gives  her  the  means  ef  tarrying  onher.manufaShires^  and 
of  vending  her  manufactures ;  and  Qie  fends  her  the  taw 
materials,  thefe  elements  of  her  induftry,  while  (he  Jftridly 
refufes  them  to  other  nations* 

She  has  thrown  open  to  Ireland,  the  commerce  of  the 
world :  And,  as  it  is  trade  and  commerce  that  have  broken 
the  iron  yoke  of  bondage  in  other  countries ;  fothey  will  in 
Irelsnd  exalt  the  humble,  and  bring  down  the  high,  to  that 
point  of  civil  morality,  where  both  will  be  happy. 

But  is  this  large  cup  oYbleffings  which  is  preparing  both 
for  the  poor  and  rich  of  Ireland,  to  be  daOiedby  the  wick- 
ednefs  of  cabal,  or  weaknefs  of  party  ?  There  is  a  ftandasd 
whereby  we  can  meafure  found  policy,  and  it  is  an  unequi- 
vocal one : — it  is  'fads ;  agairift  which  all  aflertions  are  but 
an  idle  wafte  of  words.  Then  to  thefe  yj^x  we  appeal : 
—•Are  ^t  fiofants  of  Irelani  j^KDxn  clothed,  ?h  fed, 
amd  WG^SE  LODGED  than,  the  peafants  of  any  part  of  .£u« 
rope  ?  It  is  afierted1)y  numbers  that  they  an.  And  whence 
this?  Is  it  owing  to  the  form  of  Government?  No- 
It 
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It  is  tSe  BnttJB  farm  of  Governmtnt^  and  nont  izri  fur* 
pafi  it.    Is  ft  owing  to  the  climate  Ftfcy;  nonewr  BrcAt? 
happy.    Is  it  owing  to  thefoHf  No  j  none  is  more  fiifGSir 
Is  it  owing  to  the  natttfedf  thtitvi'ividu^hf  No;  for^'by* 
jiaturei  none  are'more  adlive,  more  zealous,  or  tn6re*ft'r6n|f.' 
To  what,  then/is  it  owing  ?— To  pi^Q£ticat'itk&^  \h^mt' 
political,  commercial,  and  civil  ftate ;  wfcfch'carV  in*v^i^*bi^" 
remedied,  but  by  an  ITnioh  alone— *and  without' wbidi,  afl' 
that  is  now  good  in  the  ftate  of  Ireland,  muft  be  &im?niQl^" 
,  and  gradually  loft ;  and  all  that  is  eVil  retained  arid  gratfti-i 
ally  incrcafcd,'  until  civil  diffolution  follows.     "   ;     *         */  ' 
It  is  a  really  a  bIJnd  policy  whi^h  has  puffued  lepa/afe  in- " 
terefts  in  the  civH  community  of  Ireland,  but  it-is  Tome- 
thing  worfe  which  would  now  purfiic  theffl  in  the  twcJ  ^ttA 
political  cbmmuniticsof  the  Empire.  '   ^ 

If  this  doftririe  of  feparatc  irtte/efts  prevfeSlsi"  Ae  mer-  ' 
cbants,  artificers,  hndholdcts,  fet'tners,'  'and  cultivators  ^l^  ' 
, Ireland  nnift  be  riiincdl    However,  before  rtlfconccption,  ^' 
or  worfe  ambition  facrifiee  fo  inany  Viaims,*Tet  nfert  paufe ! " 
Let  them  confider  well  before  thfey  fcfufe  to  cttabnflits  «  * 
right,  that  commerce  which  is  now  a  courtefy.    In  redfty>  •' 
^  fbey  are  deftroying  every  poffibility  of  its  contihuance,  ev^ 
as  k  courtefy^  when  they  may  convert  it  into  a  liaftirtg  &• 
eurity.   ^  ''  .     .      ..  ' 

But  they  affert,  that  the  iiiinifterV  objeft,  in  this  mea-  ' 
furei  Is  taxation— That  no  taxes  will  dr  can  bear  upon  the 
poor  of  Ireland,  we  have  ^Iteady  ♦  Ihowri  beyotid  th6  power 
of  difpute.  And  upon  other  elates,  only  a  certain  pornbh 
will  be  fixed ;  beyond  which  portion,  no  power  of  taxiation 
can  go,  let  the  increafe  of  the'fources  of  revenue  be  ever  fo  ' 
great,  without  a  totaf  dlflblutioh  of 'thccomp^a  of  Union. 
Ireland,  inoft  certainly,  will  be  rendered  r/V&  and  produc* 
five  hy  ^ommerce^  hxxicannoty  under  theJJnioni  Kc  rendered 
poor  by  taxation,  '  » 

•  fee  Uxuan  or  Sepanttto,  p.f; 

Befide 
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Bdido,  the  prefent  commercial  fyflcm  between  the  two 
countries  cannot  hold  without  an  Union  \  it  is  altogether 
tmpofible.  The  Membert  of  the  Houfe  of  Comtnons,  who 
are  concerned  with  the  great  nyanufoduring  places,  urge 
Ibudly*  that  there  is  no  reciprocity  : — for^  finglifli  manur 
fitfiiire^  are  loaded  with  duties,  while  Irilh  manufaftures 
trenot  only  exennlpted  from  them,  but  are  encouraged  by 
Bounties,  to  the  domeftic  coft  of  the  people  of  England, 
and  to  the  detriment  of  their  foreign'  trade*  •  The  rbvcfhud 
foregoes,  as  has  been  fliewn,  above  700,060  L  per  ann.  m 
thedutret  which  are  xr^/ levied  on  IrjQi  Hnenvand  thefub** 
jeds  of  Great  Britain  pay  at  leaft  a  million  more  for  their 
Nnens,  than  they  might  do^'ff  the  importation  of  fortign 
linens  were  on  an  equal  footing  with  thofe  et  Irelarfd.  U  k 
reafenaUc)  in  policy  or  confcience,  to  fuppoTe  that  thry  will 
thus  give  their  treafure  to  Ireland,  and  for  the  pttrpofe  per* 
haps,  of  feparatioD,  or  for  the  benefit  of  Zft  enemy,  ag^t^ft 
whdm  they  proted  Ireland  even  with  their  bl^  ?-— In  fom* 
future  moment  of  wanton  pride  and  accumulated  power, 
Ireland  might  cfonceive  htr  e^dfting  contiekion  infiikingy 
and  feparate. 

.  Befide-thofe  arguments  for  Union  on  the  part  of  BritMn, 
furcly  00  the  part  of  Ireland,  if  (he  wants  induftry,  as  has 
l>eeii  urged,  and  wants  capital,  as  i$  known — where  fan 
cheiebe  fouf)d,  but  in  Unim  wkh  Bntaip  f  Without  .t^^ 
connexion  of  fome  other  ftate,  Ireland  cannot  eztftwi*«nd 
unlefii  that  connexion  be  Briti(h  ^w«i  Ihe  capnot  ,exift  95  a 
commercial  Nation  !-fer)  if  B/itaiiiy  ttttpejled  by  the  mo^ 
tives  alreidy  ftated,  fupprefs  a  trade  in  thofe  commodities 
whereby  (he  tan  raife  the  value  of  her  own;  and^if' the  ex- 
ports from  Ireland  to  Great  firitaia  bie  d^(couras?d>  as  the 
exports  from  England  to  Ireland  ;  what  nuift^  become  of  the 
Iri(h  trade  ?--Can  (he  turn  for  a  market  to  RuAa,  Sweden, 
Denmark,   Germany,   Holland,  Poland,  France,  Spain  I 

«  See  Mr.  Pecl*s  Speech  oa  the  Ualoa. 

C  Where 
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Where  will  flie  find  vent  for  her  linenci  ctttle  and  cpra^^ 
Can  Oie  undertake  an  Eaft  India  trade,  and  for  thofe  jarti- 
cles  ?  Can  (he,  in  this  abandoned  and  impoverilhed  ilate 
drive  a  Weft  India  trade,  when  (he  cannot  even  ♦  oowi 
— ^Will  (he  look  for  encouragement  to.  Aoierica  f—i-WiU 
(be  turn  foc^  the  loft  trade  to  Africa  ?— There  is  demoo^ 
ilrably  no  fecurity,  no  refource>  for  Jthe  vent  of  hec.  pra* 
du<5t$  and  manufa£iures^over  the  globe,  but  thcough  Bri- 
tain; becaufe^  whether  they  be  natural  or  artificial,  the 
.other  nation^  of  the  earth  can  fuvnifli  them  cheaper.  WhaC 
then  nmil  f4^1low  if  Ireland  were  feparated  and  independent  ? 
She  might  fink  into  her  Brehon  barbarity,  f  or  faH  back  into 
that  Gothic  government,  cbi^aderised  by  feuds,  murder^ 
and  depr^atfon$.  '  '      . 

We  haye  before  fliewn{  the  abfurd  and  fliiort-fighted  fears 
of  D^bliiv«-*Wherever  commerce  is  accumulated,  its  in^ 
fluence  oiuft  pervade  the  whole  country^  animating  induf- 
4Ty  into  fife  and  action.  It  is  certainly  true  that  thetrade 
of  Dublin  is  now  greater  than  that  of  any  other,  commercial 
^place  in  Uti»ad'j  but  it  by  no  oseans  follows  chat  it  will 
hot  preferve  the  fame  proportion  in  the  increafe,  which  it 
now(h^I^(is  in  the  prefent  partition  oi  conunefce^*    But  if 

.        ■         ;,     '      •  •  ,  ■-..,'  -..it 

♦  iJotwithftandingthc  free  trade  of  Ireland,  (he  has  not  faoufty  to  car- 
ry it  oii.  firhain  fuppHcs  her  with  feveD-eightht  of  her  Weft  Indian 
cdaAnnptio^.  ■ 

f  The  SreS^nhiW  vvis  the  ancifcnt'codliOf  thcitiA;  wfaerebV  nmtdcf, 
treafon  tnd  robbery  were  pumflied  wltiji'a  /MVy  which  iwaa  eaUed  m 

^  >rcftnt  ftate  of  trade,  hy  a  view  of  the  tonnage  1 797* 


Bflfaa  .     - 

*  • 

- 

4,650  Tons, 

Cork  ,      - 

- 

4*904 

Yougbal 

- 

*»434' 

GaiU'ay 

- 

.    I»353 

Pahivn.   ^   - 

- 

iSiP^a       .. 

While 
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itdid  aat>  k  the  whi^e  nation  to  be  facfificed  to  a  part  ?  In 
&ft>  iiowevef,  that  part  muOt  be  benefited  by  the  whole; 
the  caftital  is  as  the  heart  thfough  which  the  blood  muft 
flow. 

'  BuMinha|>pily  throughout  the  courfe  of  public  afFairs  in 
Ireland,  the  bigheft  p(»ints  of  general  intereft  have  been  fa- 
crificedi  to  particular  views.  The  principles  have  been 
partial,  and  the  calculations  founded  upon  the  arithmetic  of 
fi^.  It  is  furely  fufficicntj^  however,  tf  particular  views  be 
fuiFered  to  prioduc^  particular  injuries  ;  but  what  Machiavel 
will  ailert  that  a  whole  nation,  and  all  its  people,-»that  a 
whole  empire,:  and  all  its  Aibje6ls— that  all  Europe  perhaps^ 
nay  the  globe  itfelf,  {bould  he  delivered  to  deftruaion,  for 
the  fake  oif  individuals,  whofe  defigning  ambition  has  duped 
fome,  or.  whofe  ill  founded'  authority  may  have  impofed  up* 
on  others  ?  The  exiftence-of  »the  whole  nation  of  Ireland, 
the  blood,  the  fuUiftence  of  its  people,  their  already  indif- 
ferent food  and  worfe  raiment,  are  about  to  be  facrificed 
by  Cach  fuperabandant  zeaK  If  thefe  men  be  fo  ardent  for 
futlic  good,  in  God's  name,,  why  are  the  peasantry  and  me«r  . 
chanics  of  Ireland  fo  long  fufFered  to  remain  in  the  fame 
ftate?  Surely,,  where  the  complaints  have  been  fp.long  and 
p)  loud,  on  the  condition  of  the  lower  clifs  in  Ireland,Tome 
iafe  and  radical  remedy  fhould  be  adopted.  And  fihce  thofe 
complaints  have  come  down,  detailed  lo  us  by  fuch  autho- 
ri^  as  tl^at  of  Sir  JohnDavies,  fr6m  the  time  of  Henry  II.  ^ 
as  of  Swift,  from  the  time  of  the  Revolution  f  and  of  Adam 
Smith,  and  Dean  Tucker  in  our  own  times;  and  fince, 

C  2  whether 

.   *  Tonsi 

While  the  total  tonnage  of  Ireland  (i'797}i  was  -        -  53,i8i 

That  of  liondon  alone  was        -         -         -        -  -        •  449,017 

That  even  of  Ncwcaftie      -        -».        -        -        -  .-        -  128,494 

But  while  the  tonnage  of  Irelsni  was,  in  1 797,  but,  •        •  53,181 

Thatofthe  Srapire^as'     -       -        -       .        -  .       -  1^1565,651 
By  this  we  may  eftimate  the  capital  that  each  brings  into  a  joint  «obi« 
mercial  (lock  if  they  unite. 
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whether  the  complaints  of  the  people  of  Ireland  be  trae  or 
fklfe,  they  have  been  uniformly  the  paflageto  their  pz£^ti\ 
to  make  thent  pioneers  of  ReMlion;  were  it  hot  wifei  on 
the  part  of  the  high  and  powerful  in  Ireland^  to  ctofe  tl&is 
avenue  fok-  ever,  by  the  confequencc's,  of  Union  ?  Were  it 
not  wife  both  for  the  exaled  and  the  humbfe,  to  (ilericc  for 
ever  fuch  complaints!,  as  diat  <^  when  E(au  came  fafiiiting 
•*  from  the  fidd,  and  at  the  point  to  die,  he  fold^is'bii'tK- 
**  right  for  a  mefs  of  pottage." — ^Wcre  it  rtbt  wife  to  check 
too  long  continued  emigrations,* 'by  checking  t1ie  caufe^y 
if  real,  and  by  checking  the  complaints,  if  arlificial,  and 
-both  by  the  confequences  of  an  Union  ?  '     '    "     ' 

The  zeal  of  humble  indufti'y,  arid  the  fpleridor  of  exalted 
^  talents,  hafve  paffed  from  Ireland  ilitQ  foreign  lands,^  to  e^t 
even  the  breaiiof  honeft  and  independent  poverty  among  aii 
unoppreflW  people.  We  d6  not  fa:y  however  that  the  peo- 
ple bf  Ireland  wei'e  oppreffefl  by  the  Government. '  We 
proteft  againft  the  dRrtion. '  The  barbarous  fpirlt  of  feiidat 
times  looked  Jotbrt  upon  the  cottage,  and  looked  ^iWtb^ 
throne  5  t&efcfore  the  government  was  governed,  anct  Ac' 
fubjeAs  wcre>airals.  Bat  sis  commerce  enriched^  and 
knowfedge  Wilightened  mankind,  the  lordly  yoke  of  feudji 
.tyranny  has 'been  broken  throughout  Europe,  kings  freed 
from  flavery,  and  people  from  oppreffion.  Tbus,  chrougH 
commerce^  will  the  barbarous  fpirit  jof  feudal  power  finally 
depart  from  Ireland,  and  the  old  and  corrupt  body  of civlt 
defeds  find  a  fepulchre  in  the  Union. 

With  its  prefent  boaftcd  trade,  however,  the  lower  claff- 
es  of  Ireland  are  poor,  as  will  hereafter  be  (heWn  on  parlia- 
/^lentary  authority,  beyond  human  condition  in  other  coun- 
'     ■     '  • '"         '  '    o    .^       -  tries: ' 

y 

*  Tfat  eisigmttohs  froittfrtl*fid  have  not  ceafed  ftnceSw2ft*s  tiiebe.'^ 
In  the  Y9tLrJ7^^^  famiUesto the  amotttit  of  (qoh huadftds fniiNl  o^id 
America*  .,   ^         ,  •,  ; .        .     /  .     •    -*."'-  ' 
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trie^;  it  is  evident,  ^therefore,  that  the  trade  is  not  yet  ex- 
tenfiv^  enough  to*  reach  the  poor.  And  as  that  boafted 
^de  may  perifli  at  the, nod  of  Britain,  the  que^ion  is.  Will 
(be  IriOi  rejed  at  once,  not  only  fecurity  for  that  trade,  and 
the  means  of  it&  unbpunded  extenfipnthrQugh  EngUfli  ca^ 
pitaL  Ikill,  and  CQmn?prce,j  bijt  all  the  ,malculabk  benefits 
of.  an.  Union  upon  the  wiiotE  body  of  the  Irifh,  nation  ? 
.  It  js  this  , Union  that;  will  bring  comforts  to  the  pp^ople^ 
and  convert  th^  bogs  of  Ireland  into  fmiling  corn  6elds  and 
ipeadpwsi  that  will  clothe  her  naked  mountains  witfai 
woods  I  dig  her  min^s,  and  ^^cplore  hq:  treafures ;  cut  her 
qanals  to  convey  theip  to  the  o(;ean  $  pour  forth,  abundance 
from  her  now  half-cultivated  fields  ^  and^  inftead  of  herds 
of  cattle^  raife  up  nunierous  and  induftrious  b|odies  of  n^en. 
Thus,  a^  remarked  by  the  able  and  eloquent  Biflioppf  Lan«> 
daff,  Ireland  will  be  enricbfd,  and  ^n^^land  notJmpoverl/hed^ 
but  the  enipire  be  increafed^aopuJenQ.e  and  ftrifngt^.  Six- 
ty millions  of  acres,  fo  fertile  by  nature,  if  iajproved  by  art, 
will  maintain  mu^h  niQre  than  thirjty  millions  q[  men.:  but 
ofthefci  thirty  millions^  five,  millions  may  bea»aj;m$i  and 
out  of  thefe  five  millions,  one  million  may  be  always  ia« 
arms  without  prejudice  to  agric|ulti^e  or  commerce,  to  pro« 
ttSt  the  othbr  twenty^nine  millions  in  peace  and  induftry. 
With  fuch  a  body  of  united  pritons,  with  the  commerce  re- 
fulting  from  this  Union^  with  a  nayy  thus  fup|)orted,  with 
riches  and  refources  thus  ifccured,  with  fuch  ftrength  from 
Nature  and  from  Unions  we  may  bid  defiaace^to  the  world. 
Then  we  may  look  down. in  calm  and  fupreme  dignity  upon 
the  little  jdifputes  and  wars  of  Continental  Princes,  wholly 
uninterefted  in  their  artificial  balance  of  power.  Dur  con- 
federacy will  be  then  at  home — in  Union:  our  balance  of 
power  ,will  b^;,  tt^en— thf;  population,  the  riches,  the  re* 
fources  of  Great  and  United  Britain.  God  and  Nature 
have  befriended  us  much ;  and,  unlefs  we  be  enemies  to  our-- 

/elves  J 
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felves^  we  may  be  the  happieft  and  ftrongeft  empire  in  the 

world — INVINCIBLE. 

At  a  moment,  then,  when  a  dcfolating  fiend  ftalks  over  the 
earth,  ravaging  all  dates  and  conditions,  Ihould  we  riot  unJti 
againft  this  monfter  ?  It  has  however  been  gravely  advanced 
in  Ireland,  that  connexion  with  Britain  is  an  advantage,  but 
Union  deftVudliori.     If  Britifli  connexion  be  an  advantage, 
Union,  which  is  but  defer  and  ftronger  connexion,  mud;  be 
clofer  and  ftronger  advantage :  unlefs  Britain  be  conitdered 
as  a  phyficai  body  in  flames,  whofe  warmth  is  genial  at  a 
diftance,  but  which  burns  by  conta£^,  and  coiAiltnes  by 
Union.    Is  this  however  the  cafe  ?  Ireland  is  in  truth,  as 
was  eloquently  defcribed  by  the  able  Prelate  whom  we  have 
joft  quoted,  a  grafF,  which  has  juft  grown  up  and  flourifli- 
ed  on  the  Britifh  ftock :  feparate  it,  and  it  wiir  neither 
ftrike  root  downwards'  nor  bear  fruit  upwards,  but  wHl  wi- 
ther under  the  ifaadow  of  the  Brltifh  oak,  oY  be  pbifbned 
by  the  pcftilential  vapours  of  the  tree  of  liberty.— Unitt  it 
then  with  Britain,  and  it  will  become  a  found  and  vigorous 
limb  of  the  empire;  unite  it  with  France,  and  it  will  be- 
come a  poor  flirivelled  excrefcence,  which  will  be  cut  6fF 
as  caprice  or  convenience  p6ints  out. 


CIVIL  STATE. 

This  point  of  national  Policy  may  be  confidered  in  two 
views :  Firft,  with  refpeft  to  civil,  next  with  rcfpefi  to 
moral  economy.  Civil  economy  comprehends  the  fupport 
of  individuals,  and  confequently  of  a  State :  moral  economy 
regards  religion  or  the  manners  of  a  People. 

Firft: 
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:  Firft:.thefyftcmofcivil  oeconomy  which  regulates  the 
fupportof  the  great  body  of  individuals  of  Ireland,  is  obvi- 
pus  as  to  its  nature  by  its  cbnfequences.  A  flatement  was 
^nade  jto  the  Houfe  of  Commons  of  Ireland,  and  which  was 
before;  cited,  (p.  lO  Union  or  Separation)  that  "  out  of 
three  millions^  there,  are  ttvv  millions  one  hundred  thoufand . 
excufed  on  account  of  poverty  from  paying  yezrly  four-pence 
each  to  the  State."  Where  there  is  fuch  perfonal  poverty, 
Jthe  ftate  muft  evfer  be  in  danger,  through  diflatisfacSion 
within,  and  want  of  fupport  and  power  without* 
.  Having  clearly  before  us,  at  this  awful  period,  the  na- 
ture and  confequences  of  this  fyftem,  we  have  been  led  to 
coD&der  what  is  the  remedy  for  this  civil  condition.  Our 
iblemn  and  deliberate  opinion  is,  that  there  is  no  other  re- 
medy whatever,  but  an  Incorporate  Union. 
.  As  to  Utopian  cups  with  the  waters  of forgeffulne/s,  pre-- 
fcribed  by  fome  men,vthey  muft  have  certainly  been  empti- 
'^ .,  ed  by  themfclves.  Such  men  reafon  upon  topics  without 
.remembering  thefe  particular  and  important  circumftances, 
which  tdtally  change  the  nature  of  a  cafe.  And  while  fome 
reafoa too  generally,  others  reafon  too  particularly;  fuch, 
for'  inftance,  are  foreign  and  domeftic  Traders^  who  look 
not  beyond  local  or  perfonal  concerns,  and  never  enter  into 
a  combination  for  the  general  benefit  of  riatiorirf  commei^ce  ; 
and,  next,  Political  Trade!  s,  who  confult  only  for  them - 
felves,  afld  not  for  the  Public  at  large. 

Ht^nc^  the  crude  abfurdities  and  -grofs  miff eprefentations, 
^ich  have  been  diffufed  upon  this  occafion.  They  are  too 
numerbus  for  any  one  man  to  undertake  to  expofe  them  ; 
and  they  are  indeed  too  glaring  to  require  it.  The  author^ 
aiid  abetters,  however,  of  all  mariner  of  villainy  could.rfo* 
havd  found  more  zealous  dupes  or  more  apt  inftrumeiits  for 
the  projfcfted  ruin  of  mankind  in  a  Natron.— Biit  if  it  be 
true,  as  Swift  feid,  that**  general  calamities  are  allowed  to 
he  tti6  gteUt  pNiTERS  of  mankind/'  we  have  folid  grotind 

for 
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fbrhope^^  'Tbi^in^iviilual  and  pdsiicxdiklmaii  b'lr^sw^ 
ao4'  '0)6  g<^^rail  ctUmity  vfhicb  hai  dafoLtted  ^op^  ^ad:> 
menaced  the  globe,  will  upon  this  reafoning  cavfe  tfac£^^ 
pi>e  t6  be  united)  confeHdated^  And' ftr«hgtha^d«.  With 
r^€&,  to  li-eltmt,  ls^4t  not  a  gldrio^s  and  Hpnourabji^iavU 
g6r0t(ol\''whlc)i  tefuitd  frattx  private  poverty  bmng'tiiAfi^ 
into  public  optAnnee^  arvd  iiidivllua}  abj^ion  mto  NftticualL 
cfevation  t  •  ^^^The'  piOurt,"^ fiiid  Mr.  Dufidas?^  "♦  mbibhtl 
draw^of  Ireland,'  is  of  a  gloomy  and  hm^94irUe,$l[pedt%'kiia^ 
in  pr6pcrtfon  'as -it  *J  io^  itbecorttfe*  die  dttty  6fmferf  awH* 
wi(h6i»  to  bolh  coontrJcs  tQ  deVtfe  fome  remedy  by  wbiclt^e 
m»y  dfeftrdyHbe'hbpwr  of  ishe-  eft^my,  and  give  wm/ij^  and 
nsto'^miour  to  tfte  Sifter:  iCiftgdom/^-  For  itidepcndent  of 
amrrie^i^cutl  9dvan)age(  ihi^gh  incre^fed  capita  and  ftiil, 
iiidcperid€fn«  of  cfc// advantages  through  imprrved  agriael* 
tirit^nA  mamttrS'  \  4ftde{^ndent  of  imprtvid  ihdufhy  imittm-- 
ditm^  and  th^  ttrt6itmv6n  of  iivil  feuds ;  indq)end€Qt'of 
^\  thofe'advaritaget^  the  qQeftion  i$^  as  Mr»  Pitt  ftsited  it; 
fM-whit* /r^tfind^s  /rG AiK,  iut  u^iatfie  h  to  PRBSERr^^ 
tUiV^fl^efy'  hffm\fhi*may  hjt  in^rave  her  fftuation^  but  ^W 
fl)4  ii-  U>aw¥t  a  preflrng  and  imvuediaU  danger.^*  Whca 
the  afTaffin  lifts  his  knife,  the  firft  ad  is,  Natural,  iffiputft^ 
A>r  JAihtflt  fafety  s  the  next  iis,  found  though  t,  for  future 
iecyri<)\  -  Rd)"fitotufe,  howeircr,  of  this  impuife  i^inft 
-^  tbmeilic  lA^mtors  ih  Ireland;  drip  the  mind  «f  tbi& thought 
for  fecurity  againft  a  rap^ieds  fbe,  who  had  declared  war 
agaioft'lCing^  and  eneOaves  ail  Republics;  remove  all  thofe 
loud  pleas  on  the  prefent  occafion,— ^and  exclufive«f.fiich. 
iiwvitable  dangers,  if^  the  two  countries  do  «^f  unite,  they 
mufi  feparate:  ^d  ruin  fblloirs*  Whereas  let  the  two 
c0Utitri«s 'unite,'  anc(  if  reafd^i^  founded  upon,  wife  ^xperi- 
ttite,  have  any  cfaim  onf  cerf^inty^ '  it  aiay  be  maintairted  as 
a  tr«th,'  that  a  termination  of  Cfvilnufery  inrlrebuKl  will 
difa^^frbtn  Union,  and  a  rapid  growth  of  individual  opu- 
IjsoP^  '^Mg^^^^.t^^  ftpck  pf  Naijppal  bapjpiaels^  coix^mon 

povrcr* 
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pomf^  tod  us^MStfiUffk..  Thu%  itMiiibe.niay  4efpUii 

. "  A«tordi«gp«o^,th0  j aqkf¥>)ylc4g«<l^f prinpiples.  of  Civ.y  m^. 
cofloofky^itkdigr^cd.tlMti,  l^r  tb&  ^vantage  «f  indi.vidi^i 
im^cM%ftiMirly.tof  ttlie^t^i^  for <U  »  impofiblo/^  %>a<»^ 
iitB  «tbti]^.«cb.Ub0W'ci.  ihpuld  i^  €fmi>l«4  to  .rear  fpac 
chadrta— WhpyBfitqr  tfeprtfore  i#  ttenav^r^c  weel^jr  ««- 

direWi^vW)  diisU  ibPiidd.bevth^  ^lung^f  tb^  father  of 
»ibdK>liriiig  /afntlyi  JfAhe  .weekly  ei^piQiife  be  lv«lued  at  two 
flttUio^veachyvbis  labour  (hpuM. procure  teiv^  fort  the  f«o« 
tber'ft  wori&  U  computed,  to. he  jequal  t^  her.  ^wntfiipportr 
Tbsfei  being,  idle  princifdes  uaiyerfally  receU^  id  the  fyf^ 
iems  €»f  Civil  OBCoriomy'for  the  good.  oX  the  individual- and 
of  the  StatiV  it nia]i.  faifjy . be  afted* j^  the  fathei(^,pf  4aboMf • 
log  ^Mnibes  in  Irdaod  earn  t^  (hilluagsieachr?'  Foe  ^91^ be* 
}if ve  *n0  incBvidUalt  cw  have  comfbrtablf  drefa^  dwellings 
aad  diet»  undec  iwo.ftjlHogs  on  an.  average,  pec<  week« 
Thi$ point  weilMtUfK)t.pu(h^ther<f^.  Without  ls^40gop^ 
dMf  wound  mpft  deeply,  ure  ba\ce  n^do^bi  Jbut  :^k  Union 
will ^adicaUyt heal  it.       :  .  .  ..^    ,. . ..  j     ..  .     i, 

:  The  £itne  ftandard.hold  ^od»  ^t;mly  (qr,,aU  ^fifl^e^  but 
all  i^fooB  GQocertied  m  itniu^Ky  a^djihe  art$ ;  ff^xkmg 
that  4ue  gradatiop»  thereby  r^^up^ra^ions  and  inwards 
f  i&  with,  the  rank  of  taleot^  oT(.^9»p)oy^efl>t«   ..  -  •   j  , 

With  jrcijpe£t  ^q  Farmers  their  gqiFlioB^  '^  acciiiatftly  af« 
certauied)  whii^h  h  to  reward  ^eir  ikill  or^pplication..  Jt 
islwo-thirds  of  th^  price  of  the  prqdMce  of  (he  land :  one 
belongs  to  ihok  .who  live  by  r^t,  or^  th^  proprietors :  a^Q- 
tfaer  third  belongs  to  ihoie  who  live  >by  'Wage^ ,  or  i>  fpr  ge^ 
aenl  cultivAtion  v  aed  the  oih^i;  ^hird  is  for  tboje  who  live 
.by^pcofitand  ftpok,  or  the  fario^rst  The  two  lail  thirds 
■A.-:-^  ''-^"-j      .. .  t  , '.    ..  '    therefore 

^  Cantilloo,  tord  dhicf  Juftice  Hale»  Kingy  DaVcn^ot,  Adam  Smith, 
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therefore  are  tiie  fermer's  portion,  for4iimMf,  M  hii  ftih- 
bourers>  and  for  his  cxpenfes.    Such  being  Hit  principles 
univerially  adopted  as  wife  and  juft,  after  ages  of  experi-' 
ence,  it  may  not  be  unfair  to  aik,  does  this  fyftera  prevail 
in  Ireland  ?  Does  the  farmer  who  cultivates  a  coofiderabic 
traA  of  land,  or  the  cottager  who  tills  a  fingle  acie  or  a  fiA<- 
gle  rood  of  potatoes,  does,  he  'receive  two  tfaird$  of  the  va-> 
lue  of  the  produce  ?  If  the  potatoes  of  the  cottager  be  worth 
three  pounds,  is  the  landlord  fatisfied  with  one. pound  for 
bis  rent  ?  If  not,  he  violates  the  firft  principle  of  Civil  oe- 
tonomy,  he  is  unwife  towards  the  ftate  and  himfdf,  and  he 
is  highfy  unjufl  toward  the  cottager  his  tenant.    That  this 
fyftem,  however,  will  grow  out  of  the  confequences  of  an 
Union,  there  can  be  no  doubt ;  and  that  it  muft  be  fi>r  die 
advantage  not  only  of  the  lower  order  but  the  upper  orders 
of  men  we  refer  to  demonftration  and  experience  in  Britain 
and  elfewhere.  , 

The  reafon  too  is  obvious.  Liberal  rewards  invite  in- 
dttftry  :  induftry  promotes  population :  and  population  and 
indufiry  increafe  each  other.  For  as  the  liberal  wages  and 
rewards  of  induftry  produce  plehty,  plenty  gives  fubfiflience 
and  invites  population ;  and  increafed  population  demands 
increafed  Aibfiftence  and  forces  induftry.  Thus  it  is  that 
the  wife  and  juft  returns  of  labour,  giving  plenty  and 
ftrength,  promote  induftry  and  poputatioti;  and,  givitig 
animation  and  ^  hope  of  bettering  man's  condition,  roufe 
the  peafant,  the, farmer,  or  the  mahufa£turef,  to  e^tfrt  his 
ftrengfh,  or  ftretch  his  talents  to  the  utmdft.  And  then  riJ<f 
charge  of  inddleiice  ^t\d  indigence  is  liaafd  no  moftf. 

However,  where  there  is  not  Wuth  agriculture  irt  a  coun- 
try, little  fto6k  for  trade,  and  a  tolerable  popifUtion,  the 
wages  will,  through  competition,  bdf  loW,  and  th6  pe6ple 
be  partly  idle,  or  emigrate.  But  it  muff  be  granted  thai 
trelaijd  is  not  populous,  though  its  tendency  to  population 
is  extraordinary  and  unequalled  in  £aropr»    For,  when  Sir 
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Waitem  Ffetty  wmtc  his  Political  Arithmetic,,  hd  fai3 
«^  Sttgland  W  fivi  times  better  peopled  thah  Irblartd."    Ha4 
therefore  the  progreffioh'  of  population  been  iqual  in  both 
ebtmtries  fitice  that  pefibd,  ifince  Irehiid  contains  at  this 
inwnent  above  tour  milKons  of  people,  and  England  is  one- 
thiVd  larger,  th'e  latter  fliould  hav^  at  leaft  twenty-feven 
tfitttidns:  and  ks  the  population  of  England  falh  fhort  of 
«Wi>  Ih  the  6me  relative  proportion  his  the  population  of 
IreUhd  gained  upon  that  of  England.     Still,  however,  Ire- 
land is  riot  populous  in  prOporfion  to  the  a£tual  num1}er  it 
ihay  hav£f,  biit  to  the  numbers  k  c^A  feed.     And  *what  a 
View  might  l>e  giVcn  here  of  the  natural  capacities  of  Ire- 
land iiifoU,  how  neglefled;  in  fi{lie«e«,  fome what  known 
but  tittle  heeded  i  and  in  pofition  on  the  globe,  not  to  be 
fiirpaHed  for  the  great  benefits  of  commerce.     It  is  to  draw 
all  thefe  wonderful  refources  into  aSion,  that  we  anxloufly 
fupport  an  Union :  for  that  nation  pofleffts  means  of  opu- 
lence, poWer,  and  confequence,  which  have  bfeen  too  long 
and  fllamefully  negle^ed.     If  men,  however,  be  wife  at 
this  moment,  the  time  is  not  far  diftant  when  internal  in- 
duftry  and  home  trade  will  change  the  export  of  provifions' 
into  that  of  manufactures.     Inftead  of  dreary  folitudes  for 
grazing  will  be  feen  fmiling  corn  fields  and  joyous  popula- 
tion ;  and  the  Ifland  be  transformed  into  ^  peaceful  granary, 
or  refound  with  the  animated  din  of  manufa£lures  and  work- 


There  is  a  great  and  in^portant  truth,  which  the  Mer- 
chants, Manufa&urers,  and  Landholders  of  Ireland  fhould 
hold  conftantly  in  view— the  value  of  the  produce  of  land 
or  kbsur  can  be  increafed  onfy  by  population  ovJkilU  Popu-^ 
lation  cahnot  increafe  without  increafed  funds  to  fupport  ity 
which  is  Capital:  /kill  cannot  increafe  without  increafed 
fund*  to  rewatd  and  apply  its  difcovcries,  which  is  alfo 
Capital,  Ireland  has  not  that  Capital.  But  Union  with 
Great  Britain  will  give  that  Capital  :<^confequentIy  it  will 

give 
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give  an  increafed  value  to  the  produce  of  land  and  labour; 
tt  will  give  increafed  agriculture,  increafed  manu&3ure% 
increafed  population,  increafed  commerce.  ,  .  ?. 

Want  of  Capital  may  'be  one,  amidft  other  material  rea- 
fons,  for  the  backward  ftate  of  agriculture  in  Ireland.  ,  But 
this  reafon  cannot  apply  to  great  Proprietors.  ^Experiences 
however,  in  all  countries  fhews  that  gnat  Proprhtors. zvc 
feldom  great  improvers.  It  has  been  alfo  found  in  Ireland^ 
as  well  as  in  that  ancient  ftate  of  Europe,  to  which  Ireland 
bears  too  much  refbiliblance  at  this  day,  th^t  le/s  improve- 
ment took  place  under  thofe  who  occupied  the  land  dian 
under  the  Proprietors.  But  leaft  of  all  has  improvement  ever 
taken  place,  while  thofe  employed  were  either  really,  or  what 
is  eventually  the  fame  thing,  fuppofed  themfelves  to  be 
Haves.  A  man,  who  is  without  all  hope  or  expe^tion  of 
acquiring  property,  will  labour  as  little  as  poffibl^,.  provide 
ed  he  can  fubfift.  He  has  no  intereft  beyond  his  mainte* 
nance,  and  fo  far  only  will  he  think  of  labour^  Man  is  al- 
ways the  fame  ^creature  under  the  fame  circumftances,  and 
the  great  caft.of  Nature  is  uniform,  how(:ver  diiF(;rent  this 
cHmate-or  the  time.  In  antient  Italy^  the  decline  of  agri- 
culture remarked  by  Pliny,  anif  in  ancient  Greece  by  Arifr 
totle,  and  in  the  Weft  Indies  the  la(h  of  a  flave-driver*— 
prove  that  when  man  has  no  inter ejl  in  Vi^exertions^  nor  pof- 
fibility  of  civil  elevation,  and  bettering  his  conditionj^  be 
will  do  as  little  as  Ve  can.  Now  we  alk,  Are  the  People  pf 
Ireland  indolent? 

If  fo:  indolence  and  indigence  are  unfure  cements  for  a 
civil  (yftem;  whereas  due  rewards  conferred  upon  labour, 
animate  induftry,  produce  comfort,  and  give  folid  fecurity 
to  a  ftate.  If  the  people  be  happy,  they  will  be  virtuous. 
He,  who  requires  a  proof  of  this,  has  only  to  cOnten^plate 
the  ftate  of  Great  Britain  to-day,— of  the  reft  of  Europe— ^/ 
of  Ireland  itfelf !  I  !  But  the  whole  dvil  condition  of  Ire- 
land will  be  improved  by  the  confequences  of  Union  winb 
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Great  ^rka!n)  both  with  rerped  tp  the  fupgort  oflndivi'' 
flualsind  the  ftatc;  and  with  refpeft  to  the  prefent  xraft 
oiF national  nianners,  which  forms  the  feaond.  p3iTi  to  l^e 
confi^ered.  ^  .    . 

An  inquiry  into  the  xaufes  of  the  manners  of  Ireland 
might  affbcd,  if  judicioufly  traced,  one  of  the  moft  novel 
pidures  perhaps  ever  prefented  to  the  human  mind.  ,  ^ph 
a  combination  of  BrehdnMiarbarity  forced  upon  their.4no« 
rjal  habits  during  ages,  by  our  ill-judging  fpri^fathers  ;^  fuc^ 
a  mixture  of  allodial  guthorily  e3i;crcifed  with  tyxai;ny,>  by 
the  conquering  proprietory  pf  lands  ;  fuch  a  feudal-jbond^^Cy 
without  the  formalities  of  law^  pr  feelings  pf  Natttre-^-funk, 
embittered,  and  depraved  the  human  heart..  After,  age^ of 
fuchJhorrid  policy,  £ngland^at  length  communicated  its  go- 
.yernonbsnt  and  laws  to  Ireland.  But  as  our  aqpoftors.had 
eftabljflied  themfelvcs  by. force,  the  G9vernmep^<of  Ireland 
has  ever  fince  partake^  of  force.  .  It  iwas  ^o  error  how^, 
ever,  whicl},  though,  the  Governqient  faw,  co^ftituted  as 
it  has'bcen,  it  was  unable  to  corre<ft.  Moft  unqueftionably 
force  was  not  a  remedy  for  evils  which  grew  ou^  of  thc4:i-. 
vil  and  religious  differences  of  the  cpuntry*.  The.true.jre^ 
m^dy  was  another  fpecies  of  connejaonr-it  was  Uniop^ 
And  that  remedy  Mciyneaux,  the  great €h)impion.x>fIr>e-* 
land's  rights  and  liberties^  &w,  and  ardeixtly  4e/iri^d.;  but 
defpaired  of  the  t)l^ffing.  Unhappily  ^is  found  and  radical 
policy,  which  might  have  clofe4all  the  wounds  of  .hatrpd 
and  hofiiltty,  Was  .negle£led  for  a  fpecies  pf,v  qi^^icJixry, 
which,  in'  political  as  well  as  phyfical  disorders,,  but  mak<;s 
bad  worfe.  Thus  through  ages  the  ibarbarous  caftof  Ififii 
manners  wa^kept  up  by  oppreflion.    In  after- times  it- was  ^ 

♦  The  Matofte  of  this  code  of  \i\rSy  and  its  cfftets  upon  civil  fociety,  may 
be  oolle^led  itom  the  faUp«'ing^iiVirltalfa^f^WIkii'Ii6r<{' Deputy  Fitz- 
william  told  M?guire  that  be  would  feed  a  Sharif  .>Dt9l>etQis|Bsi^-« 
•♦  Your  ShcrifT/*  faid  Maguirc,  **  (hall  be  welcame  to  wei  h^tjfp  jp^i^know 
his B'rhi't  {or  pHce  of  his  head)  before-hand,  chat  if  my  people  cut  it  o^; 
I  mtyfttit the  JS/wi/ upon  the  country." "  ' 

aggravated 
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aggravated  by  the  addttioti  of  civil  yicety  and  the  loTs  of  &- 
vage  virtues,  which  refulted  from  hatred  and  intermixture 
with  their  conquerors.  And  in  hearer  periods,  flieir  whole 
mind  and  manners  have  been  empoifoned  by  the  cunning 
cant  of  plaudble  men,  and  inflamed  by  the  dark  dofirines 
of  traitors,  until  maddened,  brutalized,  and  miade  ferocious 
by  the  contagious  barbairity  of  the  day. 

The  ftate  of  Ireland  has  been  truly  peculiar  in  many 
points.  The  ProteAantsy  whd;  were  leaft  humerbiis,  had 
the  property  and  power ;  while  the-  Catholics,  who  were 
moft  numerous,  had  neither  power  nor  property.  It  was 
Jcemed  neccflary  therefore  to  fupport  the  Proteftant,  left 
the  Gitbolics  ibould  get  the  power,  and  confequently  the 
-property :  and  hence  a  great  opprefllon  had  arifen  fn  former 
times.  And  though  it  be  now  removed,  a  deep-rooted  jea- 
loufy  has  palTed  down  to  this  day,  and  has  embodied  with  it 
-a  legion  of  more  corrupt  paffions  to  defolate  the  hearts  and 
afFedions  of  men.  Such  things  cannot  go  on;  there  muft 
be  an  end  to  thefe  diforders,  or  an  end  t6  civil  focicty.  And 
^gainft  civil  death  in  Ireland  we  know  of  no  proteSion  that 
the  utmoft  flretch  of  human  faculties  can  form,  but  ^n  in- 
corporative  Union.  This  meafure  will  give  in  tubftance 
what  both  parties  defire — namely,  (ecurity  to  the  Proteftant 
for  his  prefent  property  and  future  power ;  and  ea>ancipa^ 
tion  to  the  Catholic,  or  three  millions  of  fubj^d^,  from  the 
(hackles  of  hideous  diftinSion.  Undier  an-  incorporadve 
Union,  all  fufpicious  fears  of  lofmg  eight-temhs  of  the  proo 
perty  of  the  ifland  muft  be  removed  for  ever  from  the 
breaft  of  the  Proteftant :  and  all  well-grounded  hopes  of 
gaining  legiflative  power  and  civil  rights  may,  and  Will  be- 
yond doubt,  be  confirmed  to  the  Catholic  without '  dread, 
and  with  confiderable  advantage.'  Thus  the  gall  of  civil 
jealoufy  will  no  longer  embitter  the  minds  and  manners  of 
men,  nor  the  flame  1af  religious  animofity  kindle  up  the 
torch  of  frantic  barbarity.     But  rebellion,  crufljed  amidft 

its 
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its  expiring;  crimes,  will  die  after  a  reign  of  horrors,  which 
is  beyond  liie  reach  of  record  or  defcription.  For  the  firft 
effort  of  Iriih  hiftory  was  a  page  of  traditional  rebellionsi 
and  it  has  never  ceafed  fince  to  dip  its  pen  in  human  blood. 

But  if,  notwithftanding  all  the  well-grounded  expe<^ti- 
ons  of  refcuing  men  and  manners  from  a  gulph  of  immora- 
lity, through  the  unqueAionablerefuUs.of  an  Union  on  the 
civil  ftate  of  Ireland,  itbeafked,  who  are  the  advocates,  or 
what  authority  pleads  for  this  nieafure?  We  proudly  an- 
fwer,  that  our  fupporters  are  fonie  of  the  moft  wife,  the 
mpft  virtuous,  and  moft  revered  characters,  that  have  done 
honour  t6  human  nature  in  different  ages  and  nations.   And 

now  we  aflc,  who  are  the  oppofers  of  Union  ? One  man 

indeed  we  fee,  whom  we  have  been  taught  to  refpe£t,  and 
therefore  by  his  ownhvords  we  judge  him :— "  When  gen- 
tlemen ^rgue  Qr\  bad  ground,  even  their  own  arguments 
often  n^ake  againft  them." — (Wopdfall's  Report  of  Mr. 
t'pftcr's  Speech,  p.  io6.)  But  are  the  oppofers  of  this 
Union  anscious  on  the^  fcore  of  Iri(h  independence  ?  Moly- 
ncux,  the  advogate  of  Iri(h  liberty,  wifely  points  to  inde- 
pendence— for  it  exifls  folely — !n  Union.  Are  they  defirous 
to  put  down,  the  mighty  load  of  fundamental  grievances  in 
civilization,  ighoranc?,  fuperfti.tion,  manners,  poverty  ? 
Let  therti  then  embrace  conjmerce,— ^for  to  commerce,  and 
all  its  confcquent  civil  bleffmgs,  Sir  William  Petty,  Sir  Jo- 
fiaKChiI(J,  Decker,  Munn,  Adam  Smith,  Dean  Tucker, 
and  all  other  able  political  writers  and  ceconomifts,  have 
ppint^  out  the  ro^id— through  Union, 

If,  befide  the  authority  of  opinion,  that  of  example  can 
have  weight  in  fuppprt  of  an  Union,  we  have  the  full  be- 
jnefit  of  experience  before  us  in  the  Union  after  the  Hep- 
tarchy,, and  in  the  Union  of  Wales,  and  Counties  Palatine. 
Wc  have  alfo  tvyo  other  examples  perhaps  more  ftriking, 
hecaufe  more  near  to  our  own  times  and  circumftances. 
In  the  reign  of  Charles  XL  Carolina,  like  Ireland  on  the 
,  conqueft. 
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tonqocfti  was  given  up  to  fome  EogtiflimeiH  bMb  mpff$^ 
fnif  and  jurifilidion.  Locke,  who  waa  cerlaiiily  a  friend 
to  popular  Hbeityi  though  hj  no  means  a  ^politician,  per* 
haps  becaule  a  rnetaphyfical  philofopher,  was  emplojed  f» 
compoTe  a  body  of  laws  for  their,  gpvemineal.  But  not* 
»  withftanding  the  code  of  (uch  an  advocajtefbr  the  peeipk^ 
diftinAionS)  part^es>  and  inteftine  conmotions  arofe  under 
this  fic^ndary  jurifdidion,  as  the  vioer(^  and  legUadve 
government  of  Irelacnd  now  is.  In  order,  therefore,  to  pre^ 
vent  the  laft  ruinous  confequences  of  thefe  trouUes,  it  was 
thought  advifable  to  place  the  country  under  ri/  imwaiffiift 
care  and  infpi^hn  rf  ihi  Ormvn :  and  the  like  ioMnediate 
care  suid  infpedion  is  a  direfi  confequence  of  the  pre&nt 
Legiflative  Union.^  The  odier  example  is  that  of  Stotl^uid, 
whofe  diftradiofis,  divifions,  and  danfliip  peafed  but  with 
the  amelioration  of  its  government  finder  Union,  and  where- 
by the  induftry  of  the  mhabitants  waa  awakened.  So  rapid 
and  fuccefsful  has  its  progrefs  been  fince,  ^t  Englift  abi- 
lity, which  furpafled  Scotti(b  ability  at  the  period  before  the 
Union  as  twentyrtigh  to  $ni^  now  exceeds  it  only  as  iigbt 
to  one.* 

Confequendy,  therefore,  if  Irdand  looks  to  PoUtual  pow- 
der, to  C/t;/7  happinefs,  and  Commtrcial  opulence-— her  great 
charter  for  naKtionaJ  and  individual  independence,  as  well  as 
difFufed  riches,  is  Incorporative  Union. 

We  have  feen  the  confequences  of  Union  in  ieveral  in* 
ftances  with  refped  to  the  Bridfli  Empire;  let  us  now  re« 
cur  to  a  memorable  inftance  of  Difunim  in  the  Roman 
Empire. 

Peculiar  circumftances  of  ftate,  and  the  concealed  views 
of  the  Sovereign,  caufed  Auguftus  to  eftabliih  a  line  of  dif* 
union  between  the  great  mafs  of  the  Roman  People.  But 
from  this  plan  flowed  the  miferies  of  the  JIate ;znd  it  finally 
occadoned  what  may  be  termed  different  fovereignties  in 

«  See  Table*  B&C. 
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one.  mfftftt  .under l^iodle&m.  This  ^^'/7«i.aail,diWiip(i 
pr4(N«ed  civil' wasTf  which  ididnpt  c«a&  ^U  a)I  wa|  «g^|(i 

iijwnift  i^n  took  pboe  (iia^^  Q>Aftaf\unc>  whep  >b|e  fortnr' 
ed^wacapitak^-  «^  TbcsQ^bemed  to  be  tw^  cmpifQ^,  dfi^ 
ir»  fl^  ihir9Wifie4w»i^  fiiys-the  hift<^ian  j  ^^  forthiy  had 
asPARAO^B  iNf  ERCpTS,  i^ui,w^re;^^^r^/.  no  i^ogeit/i^rl.f 
of  Off  B  fw:Hai.£;r  •  Thus  the  ^pMfelai»gtti^c4  hj)f:dqgrees9 
funk  mt^^nothnig^  zmdJiidof  oiWNiai)^  .  All^th^o^  con- 
iixmoB  the  biftoriaof  had  uniud  for  the  grandeur  of  d>«  I^ijr 
mans,  4Uld.d^J^Jre▼«lIU^  for  .its  j^.\  rjsHglousi  i^iHttSyMiid 
civil v^arsy  «im1  smffupficn  t^nHfnn$rsy  and  ^lofsof,tke  iovi^ 
oiptiilic  >g9oJy  and  the  4g^^{  cf-gowrjtmfjit^  and  ihcyinubi^, 
tude  cftnmiiu  Pq<:s  uot>tbi?  pi<3ifir.e  of .<?//fr«/<2#f— this  (5?^ 
parattioa  df  intereftSy.  xbe&,  reii^lou^.  difputefivtb^e  pivil 
ypars^  vthcfc  ^riipt  m?iu3iQrs,:,tbC)/>r4^tf/  d^feft^.  of  Iriih 
govcriwaient,  and  thp  .pjulu^cpf  enemies,  ^xiij  in  oui; 
cal^?^Qpd  grant  that. ibe  like  .confoji^cnQcaB  ^^  n9,t  fqiT 
Iq^«  Wc;hav.eJndced  but.poe  r^f^urpcy  one  fur^  mode  of 
preventing  like  effcfts  I  it  is  ftbxipwft|— :by.diffiplYJng,  lijc? 
caufcs  of  deftruaion.  ... 

..Oo  a  review  a£.  tbePolidcal,  C<?minfircisl,  ^^oid  Civil 
ftatc  of  JreIao4>  we  pj^xcajice.that  |hc  nattffe  of  \v^  {mp^rj^t 
connexion  is  fucb,  that  all  die  act  and  policjf  of.  m^ind 
have  not  beenable  to  corre^.tta^^ices^bu^have  mtroduced 
new  inifcbiefs  and  aggray«.ted%  ^  ^*  The  wbple  ff^ftem 
haaheen  an  attempt,  tq/^r^  iiir/i<r<  in|^a^.cQmptia^ce  witii 
pre|tidice,  by  little  .artificial  regulations^ ;^nd,  tQ  ^^XMX^ 
the  great  prmciples  of  policy  and  truth  by  a  fyftem  of  obvi- 
ous, and  now  sf.  e^perienped,foUy.  IJence  the  hprrid  pic- 
ture which  the  page  of.  Xrifli  hiftory  p^efeots,  ftained  with 
blopd,  andi  blotted  by  c^belijons, .  Yet  fbme  ncien  were  lull- 
ed into  a  iDPoientary  dream }  others  top  we|e  a^aig^  in  the 
vigil^f  power ;  but  all  were  in  a  ftate  of  political  fubje£U- 
on,  and  without  independence.     Had  there  been  independ- 
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^nce,  and  not  a  conncftcd  and  commanding  fuperiority 
over  them,'  one  party  had  long  fince  cruflied  to  pieces  thef 
other— as  would  have  lately  been  done  even  by  the  great- 
nefs  of  its  own  ruin.  For  though  the  objeA  hbld  out  to 
inflame  the  paflions  of  the  middle  daileS)  and  the  madnefs 
of  the  multitude,  was  apparentfy  the  overthrow  of  s^riftocra* 
ty-T-in  reality  the  objcft  was  to  eftablifli  thofe  leaders  of  re- 
bellion, into  a  complete  artflocracy :  which  they  would  have 
done  even  under  a  republic.  Both,  however,  arc  dcfpo- 
tifms.  ^ 

It  may  not  be  amifs  to  lay  before  uninformed  perfons 
fome  (hort  iriftruflron  on  this  point  of  ariftocfacies  and  re- 
publics.— All  ARISTOCRACIES  Urc  defpottfms,  except  in 
name:  and  are  worfe  than  any  fingle  defpoti/m,  becaufe 
every  individual  of  an  ariftocracy  is  a  tyrant  In  a  dcfpo- 
tifm  there  may  be  an  horrible  and  blood-thirfty  Nero  to- 
day ;  but  to-morrow  there  may  be  9  Vefpafian^  whofe 
.**  PO^VER  is  but  an  opportunity  of  doing  ^W* — (Pfiny). 
But  in  an  ariftocracy  it  is  not  one  heart,  nor  one  head — ^^nof 
Wbk)w  that  defeats  the'monfter:  it  is  many  headed;  and 
one  grows  up  as  the  other  is  cut  ofF.  Hence  the  people, 
in  order  to  efcape  numerous  calamities,  uniformly  caft  them- 
felves  into  the  armis  of  a  ^^ /^  de(pot :  it  was  the  cafe  in 
t>enmark. 

'  But  in  REPUBLICS  it  is  €ven  worfe;  for  there  the  mon- 
fter  has  ftHl  more  heads  to  devour  the  firbjeds.  And  the 
"people  uhdet  republican  governments  are  not  pvRticalfy  but 
•ptoioNAttY  enflaved  :  it  was  the  cafe  in  PtoJand.  The 
PEOPLE  ^re  not  wi\y  enjlavedy  but  enervated  and  corrupted 
by  debauchery y  to  make  them  willing  but  bafe  jacrifites  to 
*rvkANfjy :  it  was  the  cafe  in  Venice.  ^ 

So  likewife  in  modern  republics^  the  people  are  heldfajly 
wid  furniftied  with  Jenfaality^  as  pigs  in  z filthy Jlycy^viho 
to  allow  htforc  Jlaughter. 

But 
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But  if  it  bcfaid  tbore  May  bs  exceptions  to  this  tyranny 
of  republics-^we  demand  ^Aiere  are  they>  throughout  the 
raoge  of  time  and  pkce  fince  the  creation,  from  the  moft 
diminutive  to  the  greateft-*-«from  that  of  Lucca  or  St.  Ma-* 
rino  in  Italy,  or  from  that  one  in  Switzerland,  which  con- 
tained about  1500  fubje&s,  to  Rome  herielf,  die  bluftering 
miftrefi  of  the  world.  Men  unfortunately  take  words  for 
things.  The  word  republic  excites  and  bears  witii  it  the* 
idea  of  freedom  $  but  examine  die  tbiog,  and  it  is  a  com- 
pound of  all  the  elements  of  tyranny.  If  example  be  in^oof, 
look  to  the  proud  boaft  and  glory  of  republics,  to  the  mo- 
dels which  all  imitate,  but  none  have  equafled :  and  whait 
did  the  re&iement  of  a  Grecian,  or  the  folidity  of  a  Roman 
republic  produce  }  A  ferles'of  tyi^noy  and  horror  chat  dif*. 
^  |grace|  the  charaAer  of  inimarp  nature,  and  which  no  other 
fpecies  ofdeipotifisi  but  republican  ctefpotifm  can  .parallel. 
It  was  a  n^Mc  t}Mt  brooght  forth  the  m^r  who.  wifl^ 
his  piople  to  have  but  oni  necky  that  he  might  deftroy  them 
allTX  one  Uoif.  \nripuilics  the  P£0P1.£  have^  in  name^ 
general  poIitical^/^i^Mi^  but  in  riality  they  are  n$  part  'in 
It.  Apd  as  t9  thpfe  men,  who  are  already  exak$d  by  natun^ 
to  greathefs,  an^  the  rare  rank  of  talents^  what  do  they  feek 
ia  npubHciy  but  dangers  proportionate  to  their  fuccefs  ?  Let 
the  Roman  A'gricola,  counTel  them  if  th^y  be  virtuous'^ 
let  the  chiefs  of  the  French  repubfic  who  hive  fallen  by  tb6 
dagger  and  the  axe ;  kt  Condorcet,  the  miferaible  vi^im  6f 
hunger  and  poifdn,  warn  tbem  if  they  be  ocber wife. 

What  man  then  fo  weak,  or  politician  (b  picked  toward 
human  nature^  as  to  ftand  up  for  ARisTocRAcy  or  ittpyB^ 
LICANISM,  which  are  governments  calculated  but  to  curfe 
mankind  t  Bondage  and  q)prefEon,  Have  and  tyrant,  can 
alone  be  oounteraded  in  a  monarchy,  where  fhefe  is  eaglcr 
againft  eagle,  and  Hon  againji  lion.  By  vigilance  againft 
vigilance^  and  power  againft  power,  there  ar ifes  a  wife  mix* 
ture  of  mpdeSy  which  correds^and  balances  th^ir  authority  ^ 
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they  cannot  be  Teparatdy  exnrted  for  evil,  but  may  jointly 
for  good.  But  that  tbcy  (boold  be  jointly  exerted  for  evil 
is  a  confederacy  hardly  poiEble:  for  it  were  a  joint  nudneft 
for  feparate  ruicide.-^It  were  a  triumph  (or  mouming. 

There  may,  however,  be  a  bedlam  of  a  fyftcm  %  far  fuch 
i^  that  of  Ireland,  not  only  politically  confidered,  bot  com^ 
merciaUy  and  civilly.  With  refped  to  the  civil  ftate,  a. 
remedy,  has  been  propofed,  by  forming  cftaUiflunents  for 
the  education  of  the  lower  orders.  '  This»  we  fear,  is  erro^. 
peous,  and  hope  it  may  not  prove  dangerous.  Ameliorate 
the  condition  of  the  people,  and  inftru£lion  will  follow: 
whereas  if :  their  condition  be  not  ameliorated^  and  their 
minds  be  enlightened,  what  enfues  ?  They  will  then  Audy 
thofe  inflammatory  papers  which  they  have  been  defiredby 
the  United  Iriflimen  to  hang  up  ia  their  cabins ;  and .  will 
refU£l:  on,  and  be  roded  by  fuch  a^ravated  deicriptions  of 
oppreiSon,  as  might  make  a  wife  man  mad.  Whereas,  let 
'  Union  open  to  them  the  fources  of  atf/iW/  wiakb^  and  /»• 
dwidual happinefs  will  follow.  Riches alfopromote public 
virtue,  which  promote  private  happinefr;  but  riches,  which 
pppdfe  the  public  happinefa  of  a  people,  oppoie  private 
virtue. 

The  fource  oi  riches  inftrumental  to  national  virtue  ti 
agriculture  and  the  aits.  The  quantity  neceflEiry  to  indivi* 
dual  happinefs,  is  that  fufficiency  arifing  from  the  daily  ap«c 
plication  of  eight  or  pen  hours  to  procure  comfortable  dweU 
lings>  warm  clothing,  and  wholeibme  food  for  themfelvea 
and  families :  and  where  the  quantity  of  circulating  qaSH  is 
not,  through  deficiency  or  excefs,  contrary  to  the  enjoy^' 
ment  and  prefervation  of  their  ftate  of  profperigr. 

Riches  <^pofe  the  private  virtue  of  a  people,  where  diere 
is  exceis  of  opulence  and  excefs  of  mifery ;  for  it  condemns 
One  part  of  a  nation  to  idlenefs,  another  to  indigence,  and 
both  to  misfortunes  and  vice.  The  people  thus  lo/e  all  en-i' 
crgy,  their  minds  become  depraved  through  their  civil  ftate, 

and 
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and  are  brutalized  by  ignorance.  Ignorance  ^epares  theni 
is  vi£Hafis  for  «rror,  and  error  darkens  and  confufes  what- 
ever is  good  pr  evil  for  them«  Ignorance  firft  renders  theni 
infisiifiUe  to  advantages  propofed,  error  next  makes  them 
abhor  them,  and  perpetuates  their  oitsfortunes.  But  begin 
to  remedy  tfaofe  misfortunes  by  changing  thdr  ftate,  and 
ibe  people  will  no  lohger  through  ignorance  or  error  be  in^ 
ftnuneots  of  civil  death ;  but  their  force  become  a  fourcd 
of  inexhauftiUebapiHiiers,  if/lftt  diredled  by  rea(on. 

Whereas  to'begin  inftrtiflioA  before  civil  abjedion  be  re* 
moved,  is,  if  not  dangerous^  we  conceive  errbneous.  Ren-^ 
4er  the  people  happy,  and  that  inftru£tton  which  futts  their 
ftationand  capacities,  will  naturally  follow.  The  man  muft 
jbe  wholly  ignorant  of  the  jprbgrefs  of  the  human  mind,  who 
knows  not  the  relations  between  public  and  private  inftruc<i> 
tion  and  public  opulence*  Writers  will  inform  him,  that 
where  d^  hiftory  of  knowledge  and^  fcience  began,  thert 
iirofe.tbe  monuments  o^  this  truth.  The  firft  germs  of  fci* 
enc^  natural}  moral  and  political,  developed  themfelves  in 
the  ri<;h  Monarchies  of  Egyptl  and  Aflyria.  In  the  hiftory 
i»f  thePhcsnicians,  we  find  that  this  commercial  people  be- 
t:anie  the  depofitaries  of  the  knowledge  of  the  Eaft,  aftor 
having  been  the  depofitary  of  its  produftions.  The  hiftory 
of  Greece,  and  die  Gre<sito  Colonies  in  Italy,  (hews  that 
ihey  were  the  feats  of  commerce  when  they  became  the 
ftats  of  learning.  And  if  we  pafs  to  Rome,  weihall  find 
•that  the  country  of  Fabricius  had  rifen  from  its  ancient  po^ 
verty  to  hold  up  the  great  examples  of  a  Cicero,  ^n  Ho»» 
Tace,  and  a  Virgil.  If  we  return  to  the  Eaft,  during  a  pe"* 
tibd  nearer  to  our  own  times,  we  ihsil  find  that  the  rapid 
progreb  of  knowledge  under  the  Caliphs  was  in  the  mo- 
ment that  its  conunerce  fecured  it  a  great  portion,  of  the 
riches  of  Afia,  Europe,  and  Africa.  To  the  Arabs  w^ 
owe  chymiftry  and  medicine,  and  thefe  remedies  motelTalu- 
^ry  and  mild  than  thofe  tranfmitted  to  us  by  Hipp^races 
^         *  '  OC 
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or  Galen.  To  them  W9  owe  too  algfcbf9»  atid  di« ' 
tality  of  Newton :  who,  mfgifed  by  their  ikft  geometrie 
tneaCurement  of  the  ear(b,  fcal^  the' heavens^  lived  imidft 
its  ftars,  and  fent  down  to  us  the  laws  of  their  revolitttons, 
and  his  own  immortality^ 

Since  the  bcginnii^  of  time  knowledge  has  kept  pace 
with  wealth,  extended  wilh  induftry,  and  iburUhed  wicfa 
commerce.  Such  has  \^ecn  its  prc^reis  fioce  creatkn  otrer 
the  globe:  it  has  thus  pervaded  Europe;  always  abandofi^^ 
ing  the  poor  or  impoverifliedy  and  uniformly  abiding  and 
^ourifliing  with  the  nations  which  are  rich. 
.  This  is  the  evidence  of  h^ry  and  example:  what  faya 
fcaibn? 

The  cultivation  of  the  mind  fuppofes  a  muoral  devatiofs 
but  there  can  be  no  fuch  elevation  where  there  is  moral  ab* 
je£Uon^  or,  in  other  wprds,  there  can  be  »»  general  im^ 
provement  of  minder  manners  where  there  is  notJk^fbu^ 
a^  iivil  independm^^  Where  there  is  poverty  there  «i^ 
\fc  ignorance ;  where  diere  is  ignorance  there  >iU  Im  errors 
and  where  the^e  are  poy^ty)  ignorance,  and  eitoTi  th«t 
will  eternally  be  ou^fortunes  and  vice.  Make  the  people 
happy,  and  it  is  eafy  to  make  ^hcm  virtuous  and  wifi ;  let  the 
great  be  virtuous^  and  they  uri}!  be  both  wife  and  happy. 

But  what  is. the  piiflure  pre^nted  to  us  in  Mr.  Johnfim's 
admirable  lettter  pn  the  propofed  Uni(m<vf^pw  5>  London 
edition  j-r^^^  Tbebiftoryof  this  country^  as  longasitsaii^- 
^als  can  be  tr^ped,  f^rniibes  no  other  ipe£iacie  thaniucfa  aa 
j)am^Vty  muft  deplore,  and  philoTophyr^ret/'-^He  then 
draws,  with  a  vigorous  pen*  a  viewof  tibe  different,  clafiea 
in  Ireland :  and  adds*^'^  AH  the  national  evils,   which 
might  be  fuppofed  to  0ow  fr^m  fuch  c$n£iimt^  overJpread 
a  ktmxp^y  devoted  toQd-**^Tr*^Let  us  iio^  caft  our  eye  on 
a  fimiUr  ftate  of  Scotland  bdbre  die  Union-:    ^'  I  think  I 
fee,'*  faid  Lord  fiebaven  on  the  Unions  in  the  true  ipirk 
pf  oppreffion,/'^thc  pearageof  Scotland  dimft^ddi  their 
1  .  followers 


ioUow^S  and  vajfalagif^  atid^put  on  an  ^ual  footing  witH 
tiicir  own  V0ry  vaffaU.**  But,  remarked  Mr.  Dundas*  on 
fhftS  jMiffiige  with  a  wifdomat  once  honourable  to  his  hea<i 
^d  heart-^*^  if  the  Union  has  broken  a/under  the  bonds  of 
feudal  vaflalage>  wife  and  vir(uou$  mon  will  not  be  difpofed 
to  confider  this  as  an  evil  tonfequence^**  And  on  anothcf 
prophecy  of  his  Lordflii>*Sf  Mr-  Duodas  obfervcs,  with  ^ 
fentiment  of  found  policy-—"  Now  I  bo  fee  the  mcfp 
phughman  enjoying  TltJEBLB  wages  and  tR£BI*£  coMt 
FLIRTS,  while  ih^  farmer  reaps  fuch  pr^ts  as  enable  him 
to  liw  almoftupon  an  equal  footiiig>> in  every  point  of focial 
snjeynuttty  with  even  the  hereditary  landed  gentleman,  ;th« 
pofleflbr  of  the  foil  itfelf.*" 

^<  If  it  be  true/*  ((ays  Mr.  Dundas  in  another  paflage)' 
<<  as  generally  acknowledged^  that  the  foor  of  Ireland  ex- 
perience all  the  msferie$  concomitant  to  a  ftate  of  wretched^ 
ji^*«*that  Uierty  which  awahnedthc  commercial  emerpriM 
of  Scotland'^that  Bbirty  which  expanded  its  genius  in  tb« 
Booft  ImourMe  pucftuts«-*that  tihr^  whi(;b  confiiviied 
itvery  fecfttment  which  can  dignify  htunan  nature^  will,  I 
am  tee,  have  At  fame  happy  influence  on  the  people  of  Ire« 
land,  coraie£ted  with  us  \^  the  deareft  reciprocal.  oUiga^ 
tions.^' 

«  If  it  be  true,"  (lays  Mr.  Pittalfo)  «  Aat  this  meafiirc 
has  an  inevitable  tendency  to  admit  die  introdudion  of  that 
Britifli  capital  which  is  rooft  likely  to  give  life  to  aU  the 
operations  of  commercb,  and  to  adl  the  hnprovements  of 
.  AORXCULTURB ;  if  it  be  that  wii^ch  above  all  other  cpnfide^ 
rations  is  moft  likely  to  give  s^ecurit  y,  <^I£t,  and  inter-* 
nal  REPoss  to  Ireland :  if  it  is  likely  to  removt^t  chief  bar 
to  the  internal  advancement  of  wbalth  and  citilizati- 
ON,  by  a  more  intimate  intercourfe  with  England ;  if  it  is 
more  likely  to  communicate  from  hence  thofe  habits  vrtiich 
4iftinguifh  thk  couikry,  and  which,  by  a  continued  grada-'^ 

*  See  speech  on  the  Union.. 


ihn  unite  the  highest  and  the  lowest  ordi^rs  of  Ac  com- 
inunity  WITHOUT  a  CHASM  in  any  part  df  the  fyt- 
tern ;  tf  it  is  not  only  likely  to  invite  (as  1  have'  already  fiu4) 
EngUJh  capital  to  fet  commerce  in  motion^  but  lo  oflfer 
it  the  ufe  of  new  Markets,  to  o^xx  frejh  nfiurces  <X 
wealth  and  industry;  ckn  wialth,  can  inibijhy^  can 
civilization  increafe  among  the  whole  bulk  of  the  people^ 
without  much  more  than  counterbalancing  the  partial  effed 
of  a  removal  cf  the  few  individuals^  who  for  zfinaO  pari  ef 
the  year  would  follow  the  feat  of  legiflation  ?  If,-  notwith- 
ftanding  the  abfence  of  parliament  from  Dqblin,  it  would 
flill  remain  the  centre  of  education^  and  of  the  infernal  £om» 
merce  of  a  country  increajing  in  improvement  \  if  it  would 
ftill  remain  the  feat  of  legal  difcu^on^  wbi<^h  muft  always 
increafe  vf\f!ti  zn'\i\crcsSt'0(' property  2nA  occupation;  will 
it  be  fuppofedi  with  a  view  even  to  the  inttrejis  of  tbrfe 
whofe  partiaf  interefts  have  been  moft  fuccefsfull3r appealed 
to ;  with  a  view  either  to  the  refpe^able  bo^fy  rftbo  bar,  to 
the  merchant^  or  Jhopkeeper  of  Dubtiny  that  they  would  not 
find  their  j»r^«r//V«tf/#'ihare  of  advantage  in  the  gendrai  ad* 
varitage  of  the  ftate  ?  Let  it  be  remembered  alio,  that  if 
the  transfer  of  the  feat  of  legiflature  may  call  from  Ireland 
to  England  the  members  of  the  united  parliament;  yet, 
after  the  Union,  ^r^^^Wy,  in&uinccy  za4  conjideration  in 
Ireland  will  lead,  as  much  as  in  Great  Britain,  to  all  tbi  A'- 
j^^/ of  imperial  ambition:  and  there  muft  confequently  ex- 
ift  a  NEW  incitement  to  perfons,  to  acquire  ^r^r/y  in 
ihat  country^  and  to  chofe  who  pofTefs  It,  to  rejidt  there,  and 
to  cultivate  the  good  opinion  of  thofe  with  whom  they  live, 
and  to  extend  and  improve  their  influence  and  connexions.'* 
^  But  we  can  on  this  queftioit  refer  to  experience.  Look 
\at  the  metropolis  of  Scotland:  the  population  of  Edinburgh 
has  been  more  than  doubled  fince  the  Union»  has  increafed 
in  the  proportion  of  between  five  and  fix  to  one :  look  at 
iu  progrefs  in  manufa&ures;  look  at  its  great  advantages, 

and 
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and  tell  ipe  V(rhat  ground  diere  is,  judgiog  by  txpirhtue^  in 
mid  of  tfaeorjE,  for  iflioTe  gbsh^  ^/r^i^ff^iiif  which  have  beeli 
(q  ittdtijlrku/fy  exmcd^*^  \ 

:  With  rcfpod  ^  to  the  commercial  privileges,  now  enjoyed 
by  Irelatid>  and  to*  which  it  owes  fo  much  of  its  profperityy 
that  they  would  be  Ufsfttun  than  at  prefent,  J  have  given 
an  ahfwer  to  ah'eady,  by  ftatihg^  that  they  dxefalfily  im* 
^pufied  to  die  indefendince  of  the  Irifli  parliament,  for  th^y 
aiv,  infg^,  owing  to  the  exercife  of  the  voluntary  difcntkn 
.cSibtBritiJbpinrRamint^  unbound  by  compact,  prompt- 
ed only  by  its  natural  ^ifpofition,  to  confider  the  interefts 
:0f  Ireland  as  its  own/* 

>  ^<  I  have  ieeniit  under  the  fsmu  authority  (that  of  Mr. 
iFoftff,  the  %»eaker  of  die  Iriih  Houfe  of  Com^mons,  to 
•which  I  am  ferry  fo.  often  to  advert,)  that  the  linen  tra(fe 
.would-be  injttied,  and  th^t  there  will  be  no  ficurityi  for  its 
gaining  its  ^^/ advantages.  I  have  already  .ftated,  and 
with  fift^ttfTf  authority  (MnFofter)  itN  my  favour,  that 
^  thoii^  advantages  are  at  pref^  precarious,  and  that  their 
fea^rity  OMnonly  arife  from  ^m^^  wit{i  Great  Britain.  Such 
a  cmpaffj  ibis  nuafurf  would  efta)>lt(h  in  the  moft  soIt^mn 
jBMumer :  but  befi^es  thisy  the  natmral policy  of  ^h  country, 
'mot  merely  its  experience  Itbtrality,  >but  the  identity  of 
INTERESTS  after  Itn  ynicm>  v^uld  offer  ^fecurity  worth  a 


I  wiA  fpr  the  maintenance  of  connesdon  between  the 
two  countries,  with  a  peculiar  regard  to  every  thing  thai< 
can  give  to  Ireland  its  dub  weight  and  import anecy  as  a  gfeat 
member  of  the  Empire.  I  wiih  for  it,  with  a  view  of  giv^ 
ing  to  that  Country^  the  means  of  improving  all  its  great  na--' 
tural  refources,  and  of  giving  it  zfuU  partidpation  of  aU 
thofeble^ngs,  which  this  country^ foeminendy  enjoys.''    ^ 

<<  God  grant  that  in  this  inftatice  the  fame  fovour  of  Di« 
vine  Providence,^  which*  has  in  fo  many  inftances  prote£^ed 
this  Empire,  may  again  interpofein  our  favour;  and  that 
the  Attempts*  of  the  enemy  to  /eparate  the  two  countries, 

may 


(  si  ) 

may  leniitikiaiktdj  tokok  diem  taam  doSdf  ttigedier,  to 
'  AKtigthoiaMniieakMH  itm  iffi  ^kdgt  §or  ^  i^fptM^s  9t 
iothf  and  fo  add  to  thai  power  whidtfiofBU  the  chief  harriir 
^  AccmJkBfdtiforU^  ^paA'tiut  d^bvOhi  ^ptiatifics,  the 
dangerous  pvojeds,  and  the  vnexamplid  vsOk^atioh 
^Frwcer 

^  This  conmadon  has  been  attacEiBd  not  cdy  by  the 
mmtfid  patmiici  pf  Utb  coummnf  bbt  by /a/^na/treaibO) 
niaiiig  in  concert  with  the  defigns  of  the  eaesay:  internal 
ireafefii  which  engrafted  Jacobinifin  on  tbtfi  d^Mfis^  which 
mcfffirify  grew  one  mS.thfiJlate  and  cmdiiim  of  Irehmd/' 

^  We  fee  the  point,  in  which  that  enemy  thinks  w  Ae 
moft  aflUlable*«<*Are  we  not  then' bound  in  policy  and  pru- 
dence to^ingiben  that  vubw2Me  point,  inf^plvod  as  we  ale 
m  a  conteft  mf  uurtt  againft  DBePOTi6M-*-4if  RROPSit- 
Tr  againft  plvkoer  and  rapinc-*^  REiiQioir  and  oR* 
0IR  againft  impiety  and  anarchy  ?  There «;#/  a  tim^, 
when  Ais  worU  have  been  termed  deckuiiation)  but  tiiofi; 
calamities  are  «ll{^«4fi»y  the  WOUNDS  of  a  j&A^MFfwriUL^ 

^  A  meafiire  then,  which  rnuft  corantttnicate  Co  ftich  ik 
nigbty  limb  of  the  tempire  as  Ireland^  Mthetmnmercialti* 
vantages  which  Great  Britain  poilbieS,  which  will  open  «he 
markets  of  the  one  colintty  to  the  other,  which  will  gif« 
them  both  the  ammm  ufi  of  efipstaJf  must,  by  dilEvfing  a 
Iar£e  portion  of  wealth  into  Ireland,  confidently  increafe 
the  trfoutta^  and  confeqiiently  the  ^rvxri^  of  the  whole 
empire.'* 

<(  But  k  is  not  ofiefcly  in  this  general  view  that  I  think 
the  (|ueftio«  oMght  to  b^.  fonTidercd.  We  <n^bt  to  look 
10  it  with  4  view  piculiarfy  to  the  permanewt  ialfrei|  and  fe^ 
vurity  oPlrelaod.  When  that  country  was  threatened  with 
the  double  danger  of  hoftile  attacks  by  enemies  witbouty  and 
of  ireafite  witUn,  from  HrhaC  quarter  did  flie  derive  the 
vieans  of  her  deiiveumet  /U^rom  the  Mfv/r/ force  pf  Great 
Briuio,  from  the  voluntary  exertions  of  her  militittry  of  every 
4  defcription-i- 


<lficriptil>ih*4i9t%dkcl  for  b)(  hnir^-4iid  fttei  iittftcthtmy 
rtlbiurocSy  aMed  to  the /quJS^  tod  ^irj;  of  die  iiik^ 
of  behnd  ttfdf:  Of  which  k  tftimiMable  (ofpeak  with 
te^  iKicrJr  praiiby;  and  wUch  ihcws  how  well  thejr  idktm  to 
be  calied  the  srstiiebk  of  Beitoms.^' 

V/het,  then,  are  the  adtaiitagesdedvaUe  ftomthit  nei^ 
fiire  to  Irdand  ?-«-(« They  9f9j  %s  Mr*  Fit^  the  prmMm 
which  flie  willyivirr^lieifclfia  theHOVaof/ftANOEE-^-die 
Bioft  dgiOusi  mettia  of  iwiKiofi^  her  coum^ecb,  and  ^w^ 
/irn^nSf  her  AcaicVLTiriui;  the  ammimd  of  Eiraum 
GAFxtviL;  die  fj;^Sj/&iv  of  EffGiiSH  manwiiib,  and  £k<^ 
i.iSH.Iif|yusTRr>  neceffiiriiy  tending  to  amiihrMU  licrcoH* 
DiTiOK,  to  acctkratt  the  progrefs  ol  iWriMi/  <t\riLfZATi-^ 
oN>  and  to  urminou  tfable  raups  and  Ditssmi0W%  wtiidi 
now  ifrylr^  the  coootry,  aiidwtiich  flie  does  ii«r  poiefis 
within  faerfdf  the  powaa  to  extingtttflk'  She  would  fee  «ha 
^venae  eo  Howoae,  to  marxiiCTiiom)  and  %%ia-rtrJ>^9ik 
TDATIDH8,  lA  the  giMindfiat  tf  IRmy^ii'tf  opened  to  ALL 
diofe,  wbofe  AiniiiTias,  and  ta&knts.  enable  diem  to 
induce  an  hmmr^ihU  and  iauMk  ambition/' 

With  an  anaioiit  wift,  tbeiefbre,  for  the  «xa}Mtidili  ef 
Jiriand)  in  mdepemUfU^  c^mmsra^  an^  'its  cUhI  flate,  we 
conchxle  by  giving  it  at  our  ddtbertie  opinion,  bn  the 
grounds  befeve  flated,  that  if  an  VmUn  Aesnvt  tioke^  phci^ 
the  nation  wilKbe  reduced  to  a  moft  Wretehed  eonditkxu 
Their  only.  maiinfiiSure  of  linen  will  be  jne^tably  loft^ 
their  com  tradewili  beatan  end$  enddie  gentleoien  of 
efiates  wilh  conftquently  turn  «ff  their  tfefnants,  becauTe  iKey 
will  not  be  able  to  pay  their  rents.  They  wftt-  then  heroine 
farmtrs  themfelves  €6  feed  dieif'own (beep and  cattle;  there 
will  then  be  left^but  a  ftlw  miferatde  cottagers  to  watch  tbofe 
cattle,  and  Ireland  will  foon  become  a  country  like  that  rfthi 
favagt  Tartars.  The  farmer  muft  rob,  beg,  or  leave  the 
country!  the  merchant  muft  become  poor  and  bankrupt, 
and  the  (hopkceper  muft  break  and  ftarve.    Therefore,  may 

our 
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our  £dlow  fubjedt  in  Ireknd  htoifi^  mi  ftaiid  to  tliis  inea« 
fore  of  aa  Unioo  one  and  all-— Pibteftants  and  Catboiic^ 
it  »  the  gnat  chartiro(.  yo\it  political  fahathn^^ywi-txe 
bound  to  it  1^  the  bve  which  you  owe  youc  country,  your 
religion,  and  ^ourfelves:  you  are^and  to  it  by  die  lawa 
of  God  and  nature,,  and  by  AtL  your  duties  as  men. 
The  flaunch  and  approved  ftjends  of  Irijk-  lihitiy^  fudi  as 
M§fyngux  was,. have  been  friends  of  this  meafure.  The 
majority  of  the  moft  wt«^and  virtuous  men  of  ^^  ages 
and  the  prefint  day,  and  tiie  yvellvknown  friends  of  the  pwr 
of  Iceland,  have  been  and  ve  the  advifers  of.  this  Union. 
Tbofe  alio,  who  have  the  gueateft  iotereft  at  ftake  in  the 
wdfiue  of  Irdand,  and  tbofe  who  have  the  greateft  {iroperty 
in  land,  are  decidedly  the  fuppoctcrs  of  it.  The  great  ma** 
jority  of  the  peers,  and  nearly  aneqpidityof  theconmions, 
except  about  half  a  dozen,  may  well  be  called  the  majority 
of  the  froptrtynxiA  of  the  par&anmnt  of  Ireland :  and  thefe) 
together  with  bis  t^kACIovs  majbsty,  the  fAthsk  of  his 
rjBOFtt,  9Xtih9^ifids  Mni  aduifirs  of  this  Union*  Widi 
fiich  authority  and  fuppoit  ti  this,  and  with  oil  die  proo& 
^bich  we  ha«r«  brought  fbi ward  wpop  this  queftioo,  we  cau* 
tion  you  that. your  /armors  may  not  be. forced  to  bfgj  roi^ 
Cf  loavo  4bi  €oun$rj\  tbajtyour  manttfa^urors  mzy  oot  po* 
rijbi  diatypur  i^r^^nl^may:  not  become  ianiruptsi  diat 
jo^r  Jbopioi^i  may  notriroai  ind  Jtarvc^wc  caution  you 
as  you  love  your  religion  and  your  country,  and  as  your 
wives  and  children  are  dear  toyou*  to  bomare  of  being  made 
iools  by  fuch  men  againft  an  Unum^  ds  would  for  their  own 
pH^S'^  dup^  vid  deceive  you  into  ruin.  We  caution  alfo 
the  cabinet  of  Great  Britain,  as  they  value  the  fate  of  Ire-^^ 
land,  not  to  be  deceived  by  the  clamours  and  complaints  df 
ihofe  men* 
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T  A  B  L  E    A. 

Eftimate  of  the  Ipiflcs  fuftaincd  by  Eurdpe  through  the  means  of 
the  French  Republic. 

ITie^ffis  rfmea  tpnitbe  expenfi^  of  th^  war  m  wit  inchded hart  f 
Of  England dlwejiatj^, nanxmilSan  foim^tJMng'J 

^  "  Lines.         j^.  Stetling, 

Total  ainottit©frcqulfition$  and  c<intribti-  -^       '-     \ 

tions^  as  foecified       ♦       -       .       -    3>$^a^7»^»    »43^*90»W^ 
Loft  of  the  Dutc)i  by  the  Bankniptcies  of        , 

the  Great  Natioii       .;       -        -        -    i,9«0^poo,ooo     ^,800,000 
Unvalued  property  s  as  pifite  of  the  church- 
es, maintenance  of  the  armies,  palaces, 

houfes,n^na(do^ai^s,  property  of  the'      - 

emigi;ants.  in  the  conquered   countries, 

fortincatibns,  cetfed'territoriesy  their  re-  ^ 

gulati-evaiues^&cArc  -  -  i- aoj9?o,QQJD,coa  800,000,000 
Enormous,  amount  of  affignats^  mandats, 

&c.    ponred    out   amonjgft    mankind^ 

vviiereby  miilions:  .<tf  .credubus  phople, 

were  de'ceived.—- Fifty  milliards  of  affig- 

natt;  whereof  (including  what  was  loft 

by  foreigneirs  in  the;  pablk  fttnd»-one- 

third  may  be  taken  in  c|ilcitUtioi&    -    - 
A  ^reat  namt^erof  large  andTmall  'Ame- 
rican veifels,  taktBr  widioot  a  declarati* 

on  of  war,  by  piracy,  whidi  amount  in 

number  to  more^hair  one  tbonfimd  %  and 

valuing  ^ch  with  its  cargo  at  only  one 

thoufandpouQ^,  theimpuntis.  -  ^  35^C^,0po>  1,000,^00 
A  number  o^  veflels  taken  from  the  other   '       .  . 

neutral  powers  etcher  *  •  -  looyooovooo'  4^oeO|dod 
N.  B,  We  do  notreckpn  the  lofles  of  .    j     .         . 

Great  Britain  and  l^hmd  in  commercial' 
>    Teffels,  a«  the  Ittlfdi  have  loft  more 

than  their  amount  in  ftips  of  w^r# ■  .     1  r''\\ 

'Total  loft  of"  £urope  in  money,  goods,  and'  .    .^ 

territory*        .         .        -    ■     -        -  4«;293*9J4»347    ii^/i757<i7* 

■ »  Rome,  dA.  S,  V)^.^-*A  newfirad  Loan  of  600,000  Piaftres  was  fe* 
vied  by  the  tmv ^mftrtrntni:  which  is  abpuc  thrcemiU^ns  of  LWre^  5^ 
J25,oool.  ftetiing. 


16,666,666,666.  666,666,667 


Should  any  one  find  this  calculation  ovcr-rated,  he' will  pleafe  to  confix* 
der  that  all  the  countries  conquered  by  the  French  nation  were  the  moft 
rich,  populous,  induftrious,  and  fruitful  parts  of  the  Continent,  and  that 
tins  i<urbulent  Republic  has  at  preftnt  nearly  a  third  part  of  Europe  under 
her  command.  She  has  (6  rounded  and  fortified  herfeif,  that  fli«  is  ena* 
•Med  to  keep  all  nations  in  a  ftate  of  perpetual  agitation. 


I 
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TABLE    B. 

Giural  TnitrfSMknd, 

Year*  imports.  Exports. 

£*       ^      d,  £.        /•  dt 

1699    86.J09  19   I     66,303  15  8 

1701    739988  18  II     ;6»8Qa   a  2 

t79«    7>>4^  18  II     58,6tS   2  9 

1.703   76^8   8   3     57>338  ts  5 

1704  54»379  «6   8     87,536   9  8 

1705  57>9o'«  »»   o     5<^»<>35  *3  » 

1706  50,309      o    10  60,313      3  7 

t7<^7  6^73f      »      «  47977*      «  «» 

Thus  then  ftands  the  acoOttat«Qf  the  laft  memoraUe  year : 

Imports,        •        -  6,73J    1     S 

Exports,        .        •       47>779    o    o 


;f.54,5ii    I    9 

#heitas  mem  she  fingle  tcnm  of  PsiKky,  fends  to  Leipfic 
Ut%  about  nearly  eigl^  times  that  amoaat;.and  the  trade  of 
Scotland,  as  before  dated,  produced  in  1796,  abote  fifqf^  timet 
that  amount.  Such  is  Union  1  But  Ictaiea  eananioe  dib,  itrhere- 
to  u  the  trade  of  Ireland ;  is  it  not  fJmoftfblely  to  Great  Bri-' 
^tain  }  AmA  whereto  is  the  trade  of  Scotland,  at  this  moment  ^ 
•«— -To  ail  the  univerie.  Union  has  prefcnted  her  with,  the  key 
of  Briuih  Commeree,  and  opened  for  her  the  harbours  of  Che 
globes  So  will  union  of  interefts,  capital,  and  fidll^  operate  in 
&T0ur  of  Ireland.  .     ^ 


Jfh 
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TABLE     C. 


jtn  gciount  of  thi-Commi^cfi^  with\tbofg  flaCes  whinU  ScU^ 
"  ktHdhas^rHded^  during  one  year^  at  varbms  ferkdsf  find 
the  VmoH. 


Plam.  r^t.    Import.      Exporit^         T^, 

Denmark  5c  Nofwiy    i^Sg    ;f  34,204    £^ytS02    £$ri*joi 


Sweden 

«79» 

49*063 

5.2*» 

54»3«4 

Ruflk 

»79« 

465.243' 

43.<5" 

50S.854 

iPohnd 

»7«4 

57.739' 

2,»94 

60,033 

truflia 

1^5 

69417 

3.808 

73.425 

Germany    * 

1796 

89.^703 

80,225 

i69,92» 

Hollaik^    ' 

»>44 

IIO/JIJ" 

421.617 

5?»^32 

JTandcrs 

1782 

92^^00' 

65.559  - 

157,859 

France       '     ,  ' 

til* 

3»3'3* 

472.175  . 

475,480 

l^ortugaf 

179^ 

59*934' 

5.507 

65.44« 

Madeira 

*7V» 

2,875 

» 4.474 

« 7/349 

Spain 

1774 

lo.ysj 

67,478 

l^iii 

Cana^i«fs    • 

1766 

2,62a 

437 

3.»57 

Minorca 
Majorca        " 

t77o 
r77»' 

B4S: 

2.059I 

12,7011 

Gibralur 

t79S 

43 

5.398- 

5.38' 

luly 

1791 

I9.ir77 

15.095 

34.77* 

fr^Iand 

1790 

370,449  ~ 

328^.230 

698.6»!^ 

IfleofMao 

»795 

1,044 

6,228 

7.33* 

Aldemcy 

177a 

-•—' 

30 

Jerfey 

ffSi 

1,230^ 

1,250 

Greenland' 

1787  ■ 

34»5*<» 

NeWEnglaffd 

1765 

29.754 

;    » 7.404 

47.JJ» 

NewYork^ 

*796 

■  iiio59 

f7«i50i 

«9».y6i 

Poifylvanii 

»77» 

20,048' 

18,725 

3«»77J 

Maryhod  &  Vkgioia 

»77i 

548,528 

303,400 

6S«9*S 

North  &  S.  Carolina 

1789 

43.071 

41,667 

.  84.73* 

Georgia 

i73o 

28,093 

Newtbofidbad 
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Places. 

Ttv. 

Aj^wlr. 

Eatpartt. 

TmA 

Newfonndland 

•»793 

«.3^« 

23,262 

*4.6»4 

Caaada 

»79+ 

».«40 

35.493 

37.733 

Mm  Scotia 

1797 

M57 

126,136 

"7.593 

IflandofScJohfi't 

1770 

1,308 

5«» 

«.77o 

Bermudas 

1783 

3.861 

9.089. 

12.950 

Sahamas 

»795 

»o,oo5 

16,959 

36.964 

Tbrk't  Iflaod 

1769 

.jBw 

Fkrjdii. 

1779 

— ^ 

104,219 

__ 

Hoadmas  B^qr 

1774 

*9.444 

108 

a9.55» 

Antigiia 

1770 

65,660 

8,141 

73.801 

Bubadoes    . 

«79« 

64?434 

22,015 

86,4« 

Dominica    . 

1793 

3.8 '7 

6.112 

9.9*9 

Grenada 

179* 

iii,yi8 

120,37a 

.a34.89o 

Jamaica 

»79* 

.  86,034 

304.«83 

390.3»7 

^fontferrat 

1764 

8>3'H 

1,800 

10,144 

Nerii'   '. 

»793 

17,610 

StJUtfa 

1780  , 

4S.049 

99.030 

144.079 

$c^l^aceDt 

179* 

38,206 

5.9«9 

+♦.'95 

Tortda 

1782 

Sa>097 

a4.098 

56»«95 

Tobago 

»796. 

351*' » 

^.895 

:43.»<»« 

St-Lttcia 

1.782 

16,606 

54.778 

,7».3«4 

St.  Craze 

»775 

»9.84? 

— 

Goadaloapfs 

1763 

9.9H 

3.190 

i3."4 

Cuba 

J  779. 

,a?,896 



■. 

St.  Enflatia 

1781 

22,221 

— 

Mtftinico    : 

>794. 

18,039 

8.745 

a6,784 

Hifpaniola  . 

1779 

7.448 

St.  Martin .  . 

1.790 

».3«S 

St.  Thomas 

>79* 

17,651 

Cnraffoa  &  Pemerara 

1792 

10,318 

— t- 

America,  in  general 

1760 

475.704 

350.540 

815,244 

Africa- 

1766 

4,088 

Tinidada  . 

1796 

i7.»5* 

8,685 

*5t944 

Let  Irelapd  examine  well  this  detail  of  Commercial  iotercourfe* 
]Let  ibe  a^regate  amount  of  this  Commerce,  durbg  one  year  at 

each 
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each  jdace,  be  duly  confideted.  Thefe  are  prooft  which  bring 
home  convidiion  upon  fadtsi  and  difplay  through  the  incontrover- 
tible evidence  of  figures,  what  have  been  the  refults  of  Union 
to  Scotland.  '  Since^  therefore,  fuch  are  the  confequences  to  a 
coustryi  without  thofe  natural  capabilities  from  local  advantages!  ^ 
or  frora  animal,  mineral^  and  vegetable  refources ;  what  has  not 
Ireland  folid  reafon  to  expe^,  being  fo  eminently  di^inguiftiod 
with  fuch  extraordinary  fuperiorities,  if  once  enjoying  an  equality 
«^^  of  civil  And  political  capacities  ?  Ms^dnefs,  indeed,  and  not  fim- 
^  pie  prejudice  muft  rule  the  hour — did  not  (bme  mental  contagion 
prevail,  of  wjiich  the  great  philofopher  Bacon  fpeaks,  men  could 
notpaufe  a  moment  upon  the  meafure  of  an  Union.  In  our  con- 
fcience,  we  think  that  thofe  who  oppofe  it,  are  downright  ene* 
mies  to  Ireland ;  they  are  enemies  to  its  fuffering  cottagers,  its 
flarving  poor,  its  miferable  manufadurers :  they  are  enemies  to  the  ' 
landholders  and  the  merchant :  they  are  enemies  to  their  torn  and 
bleeding  country,  and  to  themfelves, — though  not  intentionally  # 
to  any  of  thefe.  But  we  do  believe  them  to  be  eventually, 
and  radically,  overthrpwing  the  throne  and  the  altars  of  their 
country. 


Cmparatkoi 
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Comparative  Fiew  of  Scotland  before  and  Jince  the  UMon^  M 
Shippings  Tradey  Revenues^  and  Populations* 


(Taken  from  Mr.  Dundas*d  Speech,  ptoge  20.) 


SHIPPING.                 In  1692  8,618  Torn. 

1792  162,284  ~-^ 

In  Leith    1692  1,702  — ^ 

do.     1795  16,468  •*— — 


LINEN  TRADE.  1700       1,000,000    Yardt 

<    1796    23,000,000    — 


REVENUES.         CuftomsatthcUniott  £.  34,000 

In  1798  ^H^sn 

Excife  at  the  Union  35»5oo 

In  1798  851,775 


POPULATION.  In  1755    1.265,000 

1795     i5.34»ooo 
In  GUigow,  from  the  years,  1701  to  1710    1 4*799 

In  1798    77,042 
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TABLED. 

Prpgreffipn  of  the  Commerce  of  Ireland  with  Great  "Britain^ 
during  a  Century. 

TOTAL    AMOUNT. 

Tears.  £•        f*      ^• 

1697  -  475»i75  1^  ^T 

1730  -  826,855  3  9  f  Before  Independence, 

1763  -  2,706,352  8  eX       or  free  Trade. 

1777  -  3»«54»775  5  ^^ 

1782  -    ^    3>4«5»472  7  6 

1784  -  3»4»M53  7  6 

1789  -  4»7«9»5oo  9  8 

1792  -  4>9999599  19  1 1  f  Sioce  the  prefent  Ad 


c  J-  After  do. 


8J 


1794'       -         5*230, 3*76     II        I  I  miniftration. 

1796        -         5>66i,949     16      8- 

The  tr^de  of  Jreknd  has  iqcreafed,  in  one  century,  about  fif- 
teen foM*  From  1 777,  ^ivhLch  wajs  two  years  before  the  date  of 
Iriih  Independence,  to  1784,  being  a  term  of  feven  yegrs,  and 
Virhich. conies  down  h^er  than  thp  date  of  her  independence  and 
Free-Trade,  her  commerce  did  not  increafe.  But,  its  rapid 
augmentation^nr^  1784  has  arifen  from  another  caufe,  totally 
difiix^  fxo^  htx  Independence  or  Free  Trade,  and  which  the 
latter  liiEo^i^  have  never  procured,  more  than  the  former.  That 
caufe  w^s  the  wonderful  growing  commerce  of  Britain,  fince 
•  1 784,  whjch  we  (hall  (hew  hereaftef.  Ireland  has  profpered 
with  the  profperity  of  Great  Britain,  and  appears  bright  by  a  re- 
fleded  light-T-but  which  fo  drizzles  the  wea)c-(ighted»  that  they 
miflake  its  original  and  truefource.  It  is  not  Irifh  In  depend-' 
cnce,  howcTcr :  it  is  not  her  Free  Trade — make  her  as  free  as 
(he  came  out  of  chaos,  cut  afunder  every  filament  of  connexion — 
Where  will  then  be  her  millions  of  Trade  .^  What  will  (he  then 

E  2  find 
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fiod  in  her  theoretic  independency  or  pradical  freedom  ?  Short 
fighted,  indeed}  are  thofe  men,  ^ho  do  not  diftinguiffi  the  true 
fource  of  Ireland's  aggrandifement— "It  is  Britifh  connexion — it 
is  Bricifh  profpenty,  under  whofe  beams  Ireland  has  thriven.  We 
may  view  further  proofs  of  her  proiperity  under  a  connexion^ 
which  no  other  nation  on  the  Globe  could  afford  her,  by  the 
progreiHve  increafe  of  her  Shipping,  during  the  laft  century. 
In  1698        -         120,728  tons. 

—  1 745        -        1 8 1,805  ^o*  ^c  middle  fpace. 

—  1793         -~       '678,530  do. 

Thus  we  fee  that  the  increafe  in  the  firft  half  is  about'^fixty 

thoufand  tons ;  whereas,  in  the  lafl  half,   it  is  near  500,000 

tons.     And  here  we  fhould  obferve  alfo,  that  this  extraordinary 

increafe  dales  itfelf  from  the  increafe  of  Briti(h  Trade  fince  4  784* 

It  appears  above,  that  the  tonnage  was 

In  1698         -         120,728  tons 

—  i7«3        -        4»33»7  — 

—  1793         .        678,530  — 

Confequently  the  increafe  fince  1783,  ^proaches  nearly}  dur- 
ing the  laft  ten  years,  to  the  increafe,  during  the  whole  preceding 
period  of  the  century.  And  that  this  did  by  no  means  whatever 
arife  from  Independence,  or  the  Free  Trade  of  Ireland,  we  have 
incontrovertibly  (hewn  before,  by  proofs  drawn  from  the  Linen 
trade  of  Gre^  Britain  with  Ireland  and  other  countries,  and  to 
which  we  refer.    •  " 

It  appears  alfo,  from  the  univerfal  trade  of  Britain,  that  Ire- 
land has,  fince  her  Free  Trade,  kept  but  a  general  pace  of  in- 
creafe with  other  countries,  and  therefore,  that  (he  has  no  /ar- 
tkular  caufe  in  herfelf  for  that  increafe  ;  but  that  it  exifts  folely 
and  altogether,  in  the  unparalleled  augmentati6n  of  Bri^  com- 
merce fince  that  period.  We  (hdl  refer,  for  further  proof,  to  the 
fcale  of  Britifh  commerce,  whereby  Ireland  will^  perceivci  that 
the  barometer  of  Irifh  profperity  is  Britifli  profperity . 


TABLE 
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t  A  B  L  E    E. 

C^mparativi  Sketch  of  the  Commerce  of  Great  Briiaifiy 
during  a  Century. 

In  the  year  1697. 

C  e.      d. 

Imports,     3,482,586     10      5 
Exports^    3f525>9o6      8     11 


I 


Imports,     i3,X2a,235, 
Exports,     14,681,494 


£.  t.    d. 

Total  7,008,492     19    4 

In  the  year  1783. 


.  Total  ;^.  27,803,729 


Thus  it  appears,  that  the  increafe  of  Commerce,  from  before 
the  clofe  of  the  lad  century,  to  the  year  of  the  commencement  of 
the  prefent  a4mint(lration,  amounted  to  about,  we  may  fay» 
twenfy  milRons  and  an  half.  Now  let  us  fee,  what  is  the  Com- 
merce at  this  day. 

^  In  the  year  179^. 

£-  .  . 

Imports,    25,654,000 
Exports,    33,800,000 

-. Total  j^.  59,454,000 

Hence,  therefore,  it  is  manifefl,  beyond  the  poflibility  of 
doubt  or.  contradiction,  that  the  Commeroe  of  Great  Briuin  has 
iiierealed,  fince  the  year  1783,  to  the  amount  of  above  twenty- 
one  millions  and  an  half :  that  is,  fince  the  commencement  of 
the  prefent  adminiftration,  Englifh  commerce  has  increased  a 
miiBon  moTA  than  in  the  whole  preceding  period  of  the  century. 

The 


\ 
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The  amount  of  the  Commerce  of  17989  is  ftated  above  ac« 
cording  to  the  official  valae ;  but  the  real  value  as  jfiven  in  and 
fcttdfor^  on  account  of  convoy,  by  the  Merchants,  is  as  fellows : 

Imports,    46,963,230 
Exports,.  48,000,056 

Commerce  of  1 798,    94,963,286 
Ck^  The  benefit  of  this  unparalleled  pommerce,  and  the  parti- 
cipation of  all  its  happy  effedls  upon  National  (^ukncey  A0»cid« 
ture,  and  Manu&£lures,  are  now  <q»eii  tolfckiid  bjf  Unioa. 


THE  £ND, 


i  E  t  f  ^  ft 


TO   THB 


EtECtORS  OF  iRELANl^i, 

ON  the' 

PROJECTED   UEAStJRE 

tJ  N   t  'C)  N* 

WITH   SOME 

FRIENDLY  HINTS 

•^    THE 

.     MoKOlfGB    PATRONS 

OP        . 

IRELAND- 


The  dawn  i»  overcaft,  the  rabrning  lowe:^. 

And  hravilymclou^' brings  on  thcday, 

the  i^firtant  day,  big  ^hh  ihc  fate  of  Qato  4nd  of  Rome.  , 

'  i  DO  I  SON  8    CJLTO#     • 


..D     TJ    ^    t    1    K:-- 

PRINtED  fOR   J.   MOORR.  y».  45>  COttEOE-OREEH..        ' 


.ji  I 


f 


\ 


^iamabstm 


jTO.  THE.; 


PEOPLE  OF  tRthknti. 


Xf  evei;  there  was  a  meafure  ii^  the  con- 
.templation  of  Government,  which  imj^pr- 
tunately  and  awfully  called  for  your.^  col^ 
leded  wifdom,  energy  and  virtue,  to  pr^ 
.vent  its  adoption,  indiiputably  an  Union  is 
that  critical  and  momentous  fubje^t  forlre-* 
land — ^which  is,  in  its  afped,  an  object  .ib 
terrific  and  menacing,  as  ihould  appal  the 
hardieft,  and  roufe  the  mofl  knguid.  Was 
it  a  matter  of  inferior  confidetation,  or  tri^ 
vial  regard^  I  fhould  not,  atprefenU  ^iigagc 
your  minds  with  any  political  difcuflipn,  bttt 
patiently  wait  the  period,  till  the  ftprms  of 
war  were  paft,  and  feafons  of  fereuityhad 

foon  in  their  turn  fucceeded. 

'  ■*  * 

B  But 


Set^ky  na&mmbb  attes^^  wf^  the 
moil  htsil  confequences  and  direful  efie^s^ 
ufilefs  the  (enfe  of  the  country  is  explicitly 
declared,  pfevioufljr  to  the  meeting  of  Par- 
liament, it  cannot  then  properly  be  at- 
tMPjpted.  Aaypeptilar  d<»tib«rati0O,  d^' 
f  dg  ti^dr  ilttiJ^,  wodld  be  eenfed6red  in 
invaiion  of  their  rights — an  open  and  dired 
attempt  to  di^te  to  the  Lepilature,  and 
overawe  rmliament*  Be  a^Ewred,  fhonld 
you  not/m^/^exprefs  your  fentiments  on 
this  awful  occafion,  and  inflru^t  yotir  repre- 
fentatiyea  pn  tlys  great  and  important  fuH- 
fed,  yoij  tHU  fiW  feve.  il  hcteafte^  li*  y<J«t 
ptmtt  to  do  fo»  wiA  aity  efi^.  Whil^  yoti 
lidtt^te,  the  i^tfiefit  i^  ^fi,  ybtir  ^dti^e 
Witt  tiktti^ty  be  bonded  Itttp  af&fit— 
JdM  ttoti-eiefttott  into  kcqtiidc?iiCe.  ft 
t<rlti  fairfy  be  iki4  tto. potion,  fld  feiott- 
ibaiA^j  no  ^ecUmldo.  has  £ippe^ed  agaiiiff 
ih6  tbttaftifev  .therefore  the  poptikt  ^ithh 
hf  ho  ifteinfe  hdllile  to  eithef  th^  difcuffioA 
Ht  adbpiioQ  erf"  it.  See  on  what  a  ptecibicfe- 
y<0n  :^nd,  and  how  awiUi  the  crins  I  Bui, 
itty  friends,  yoll  Wil!  be  told  the  fferttisWitt 
bfc  .Hberil,  th^  Outlte  great  ^nd  extehfii^d, 

■       and 

♦  The  members  of  the  county  of  Dublin,  havdb^ged 
ttficeive  the  iiiftfu<5iion  of  ikeir  conftituentft  on  this  point. 


wjtW  be  forrbow  COUI4  th<e  fchepe  bpaiper  (|qr 
£aciccfs  or  completioii,  i:^t  throtigh  the  oie- 
MwfiiQf  iiborality.    It  19  jiot'  bf  Aicivdig 

sag  ft^  tb&.'(nliTa&, .  aod  &^k^$  the  c^ier 
jof  iNnte^  behdUer,.  tkat  tiber^ecm)4  rapiogL  t» 

feBijE  viH  iae'tiur  iqefa»jo£-yotir  ftidiif%fl>tf 

a&d  i^  infiramedt  of^yo^rr^i^fwtaai. -# 

9fls  fanfy  atidl  ^aU^  jfifcfi^iyfxi^.JtaaAi-^ 
im\iu4eidGi^  b^  ^;&rera^a4»r  of  ^idHstc 
•iMthe  oiadufili^  jgffecedk^it2Mi>6§uii^^ 
*Totiiis  obje^BJ  |  aojiBinirt'^hat  «vec3f  {t«r» 
foil  who  W  :^nfidere4  t]^9  relative  &:i]9* 

ab&xzCty  what  benefits,  Ianded>  CQinmercial, 
^-cbfillkutid&Al^'Si^^MMi  httl^tOTgiyl^  ftn4 

teg  ftnd  o^Wi  to'ibe  tiioft  4^)crfitiiat  «»;>; 
toner.    4)otild  it^a^ftosiedt  &Q^fi;^[^ftd» 

jr^{4^  (Conifer  OQ  us  unrequited  obligations. 
^Oi  t^  whole  t)epor  Qjf  ]ber  ■  cqi;^ijUi|  1[^$ 


been  odierwife*rp«xadIy  and  ^i^metricaligf 
oppofite. 

Suppofe^  for  a  moment,  an  Union  of  the 
Legiilatures  to  be  carried. into  efied— *and. 
ifaould  the.  terms  turn  out  to  be  beneficial 
to  Ireland— Ihwe  ia  no  fpcurity  whatever 
for  their  6e(ng  kept  invidate.^  The  faith  of 
nations  is  little  to  be  depended.on— -sail  hii^ 
tory .  fliews  them  to  be^  in  their,  condu^ 
uniformly  felfiih.  Should  the  articles  <J]e 
fi9und  prejudicial  to  Ireland^  there  is  napof- 
fible  redr^fs  5  they  are  immutable  and  icre* 
vocable,  like  the  laws  of  the  Medes  and 
Perfiads,  and  it  will  be  with  her  luttional 
(charader  as  with  female  virtue—     ... 

Ruin  enfaeftrepmach  and  #W/^  Iham^, 

And  one  falfe  flep  ^/n'fftf/^  damns  her  ffa[ni^«    '  '      ' 

.  ,  But  a  reafbn.  is  offered  Jn  favour  of  aci 
Union,  that  it  will  traoquillize  Ireland—* 
and  that  repofe  may  be.  expeded  from  a 
dpfer  connedion  witji  a  great  and  powerful 
xpuntry-— lalkdiditfettleSeotland^  Sijice 
,the.  incorporation  of  the  two  kingdoms 
4here.  wCTe  two  tebellio;ag,  and  a  thi^d  had 

nearly 

^  *  Vide  the  inftahces  6f  the  |tfalt  tax>  law  of  High  Trea- 
foR^and  Peerage. 


oearly  /^  j'wr  taken  place,  but  for  Ac 
jfeafonable  and  fortunate  removal  of  Mulr 
and  Palmer,  who  did  notget  fufficient  time^ 
to  completely  and  finaUy  organize  Scotland; 
or  even  fo  wpuld  you,  onaccoimt  of  a  tem- 
porary diforder,  (which  I  truft  outs  only  is) 
adopt  fo  defpcrate^  violent  and  corrofive  a 
remedy,whiqhunderminingtheframe,  would 
cure  its  ills  only  by  effeding  its  utter  dcftruc- 
tion  i  but  fee  how  is  it  likely  to  pacify  Ire- 
land-r-is  it  by  drawing  out  of  the  country 
men  of  the  firft  rank  and  eftimation  in  the 
kingdom  j  who  poffefs  cultivated  taftes,  ele- 
gant and  clafficalrefinements — ^inlhort  have 
the  manners  to  polifh,  the  difpofition  to  ci- 
vilize, and  the  heart  f  o  ameliorate  the  con- 
dition of  the  people,  and  are  certainly  moil 
interefted  in  the  peace,  civilization,  and 
profperity  of  it, 

Maa  is  an  irajtative  animal,  the  virtues 
^s  well  as  vices  are  contageous ;  withdraw 
thefe  models  and  there  is  nothing  left  to  in- 
^uence  by  example,  or  deter  by  fhame.  It 
has  been  faid,  Englifli  property  will  be  then 
induced  to  come  and  fettle  here  and  intro- 
duce manufadures ;  did  it  fo  ?  when  provi- 
iions  and  labour  were  much  cheaper  than 

at 


a 


atpre^nt^  and  tl^  country  moir^  U«i|^ 
But  it  may  be  deqia]i4^d,\|rl)at  proportio^i^ 
ret]k|rn  do  we  piake  En^aqd  for  ^ii  tlkp 
advantages  we  deriF^  ffoi9  faer  ai^fiaoce 
and  proteii^ion.  I  fay^  io  xeply^  ygc  afibrdy 
ed  prote^iioa  to  her,  perhaps,  ^  the  isiHe. 
with  pore  friendfbip  tba^  poIi<^.  W# 
lent  her  our  troops^  and  paid  ^4q  t<t  carry' 
on  a  war  agai^iA  a  co]^ntry,  ifi  which  wi^^ 
wetc  by  no  meaos  concerned*  We  fbllaia^ 
her  fortune^  without  partaking  in  her  ddr 
)iberat)piis,  fought  her  battles  without  Aafr 
in§  the  honours  of  her  yidorfes^  or  denying 
any  advantages  from  the  £]^Undo^f  a^>  he^ 
coDqt;c£ks. 


I  wiih  for  the  qlofbft  coanedion^  ftrideft 
amity »  mofi  perfed  community,  and  identity 
of  intereft,.  between  the  fiiler  kmgdpmsj 
And  with  refped  to  foreign  fmers  zfidjrear 
ties^  they  fhould  always  ad  as  one  State,  but 
to  facrifice  our  domeftic  to  an  imperial  Pat-r 
Kamcnt,  I  will  fay,  in  the  words  of  a  great 
ftatefman,  "  is  neither  the  price  \  ii?oul4 
give,'  nor  think  I  would  purchafe/' 

1  think  an  Union  WQuld  endanger  thj^ 
liberty  of  England    as  well  as  Ireland,  if 

united. 


uiu^ed.  Om  Reprefeditativfe$  Vfcmld  foe  a 
ir€iial  bo4y9  hstTing  <li&egarded  the  iiidcH 
{Msdance  €f  their  own  Conftitution,  they 
waiAd  UdloW  little  £dlicitude/0n  the  con^ 
^^^yife  ^  <»ther,  their  own/  w  any  other 
^fttiotH  Utid  would,  (to  mdemaify  them^ 
felves  for  the  expences  which  a  London  ir^ 
iidence  and  negledl  of  private  ai&irs  would 
t^«im)l>ecbme  theutuforiii  ap{^  (as 

in  the  cafe  of  Seotlacid)  of  every  Miniflifl;, 
^Lod  by  fiidi  increafe  of  influehde  deftro)r 
the  eqiiipoiie  of  the  Confiitntibn,  knd  pro* 
i^ably  make  IrdkiBd  a  doiifplbte  Cathdic 
iuiuntry,  lo&ig  the  prefenc^  of  her^i^eipat 
aeliiJISly aod Pifrteftaot  geiitry^  whofdcbil* 
d^en  wotild  oonftafttlyrecesive  En^Uih  edvir* 
catifc^n^,  aiid  piiejudices;  whkh  dai&s  of 
ifih^bttj^tita  with  the  nbmber  of  theit  tchr 
iloM:  aojl  €xpedlants  whoiil  they  would 
Mtrail,  tiefide^  the  phahuiK  yhich  the  tbrtdK  ^ 
59f  a  €<wf t  always  aBforbs^  \t6uld  oh  the  one 
hitnds  )(ib:fBUch  diminish  tli^  Prote0ant  ia- 
tiabitants,  as  to  kiave  to  the  Catholic  an 
Dacotijl;r<MiW^  aftd  tincountroillable  fiipe- 
riori^.  The,  qircqinftance  of  diverfity  of 
c^g^s.  ppffiiftfi^ns  exifting  between  fifter 
tcu3iintf ie^  muft  excite  je^loufie^f^much  eft^ 
rai^e  ^nd  ali^&ate  tbetr  afi^ionsy  iiilftcad  ' 
.  of 


rf  cementing,  tend  to  their  feparatioii>  ani 
ultimately  prove  deftrudive  to  both.  Bo- 
dies linked  together  by  fo  unnatural  a  bond 
of  Union  as  mutual  diiftruil  and  hatred, 
muft  eventually  be  divorced,  or  exift  toge- 
ther, to  their  mutual  hatred  and  deftruo- 
tion. 

Although  the  Author  of  the  fallowing 
pages  muft  in  common  with  every  inhabir 
tai^t .  of  this  metropolis.  lament  the  melanr 
choly  alteration  this  city  .muft  undergo  from 
the  removal  of  her  Legiilature  ^  yet  as  a 
good  citizen  he  would  chearfuU;^  arid 
i^eediiy  forget  the  humiliating  circumftimcey 
were  he  fully  afcertained  it  muil  ferve  the 
!^dter^i/intereft  of  the  kingdom,  (trufts  how- 
ever he  has  fhewri  the  reverfe,  and  that  the 
principle  itfelf  is  not  receivable)  he  would 
divcft  himfelf  of  every  partial  conlideration 
and  local  regard,  which  in  fuch  a  cafe  ou^ht 
no  more  to  be  regarded,  compared  With  the 
aggregated  public  weal,  than  the  wafted 
duft  in  the  balance,  eaiily  diffipated  without 
weight,  without  eonfideration*  '  Howevcir 
much  every  coontry  muft  fuffer  from  the 
ftidden  and  unexpe6iid  2\XtxzX\oxi  of  the  feat' 
of   Government,   particularly  to  anothci: 

country. 


o^c?,  ^i^xmt^Sf  ^pd,  YiyijS^s  the  Ajrh9le  klng- 
^jPSPI*  9.ifQul^t6S .  bl<?o4  ^ntJ.  vit^l  wafmtH 
ftpiffll  ceji'Ke?  to  eirpvijolifreiace,  ^^cl,  ^s,.  ii^ 
fa4.  tjig  iRirrpr  in  M^jich.tjie  prp.fpprity  of 

th?  r?ft  9f.  jtbe  i^pyiatry  i§  r?^^€4"witH  its 

4?|8artu.r^,  tjie  j5»e  §f tsi,  alJ  th?.  el^gdnt  ajid 
W^  ,P4»bfJi^  Kfe,  if^4P  a«ud  ^rc^op.  ^w^a^ 

^deci;£T,  oeeMit,  Spes  o«mis,  «<^  foniina  no^  tMBAti*, 

l*a®«i|*  »nd  abA>li|f<|ly  fg^^  as  if  the  p;^ 
wly  1^  i^  Irife.  f9pferisiil#ti¥e^  .wwH  '^■ 
creafe,  .^^(l  f ««[^794  sfr9*R  ^k:?(»opftit%D 
cnts,  and  as  if  croffing  George's  channel 
ceii^  ^j^  aiW^y  »U  ^t^sJ.  rie^^^i^y,  ^d 
ewwL.  rcjid^  thf^  obj^f  ftf  tJi9W  £of^e|:> 
c«i«temnitfiQtt  ifoj^fyveiy  in^y  (?f  tli^  niepi-: 
b«ra  of,  th^  prgffiftt  ^Uaipf^t  ^P«14  :*»!: 

inti^«fe]f^  ft9  if  ^py  ©oi^«r«d  tbus  Britj^ 
S«Bi^th^,6)iOi^n,f|)^|,  th@  cpniecr^te^  t^i^n-- 
pJe  of  gwivpne  wad  ^a(Uy ied  free#paij  »af| = 
^  of  lifiliiad  &Q  b()t$p^  %hm  ^  ^^9^ : 

C  *  ftable. 
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{^at)le,    which    no  time  or   labour  cotrU 
cteanfe  of  its  filth  and  free  From  its  impu- 
rities.   But;  my  friends  And  countrymenri 
you  have  too  much  underftanding  to  be  de- 
luded by  fuch  monltrous  and'  abfurd  pofiti- 
ohs,  which:  have   fuch  httlb  .  foundation, 
either  in  faS'  or  in  a^  knowledge  of  human 
iiature.    You  know  the  reverfe  too  wdf. 
The  Britiith  mace  ia  equally  Fiable  as  the 
Irifli  to  be  wkrped'by  the  powerful  and  ih- 
iinuating.  touch  of  corruption     Should  the  * 
accufation   be   true,    and  well  founded, 
fiiiiely   cbmmiiirofners    appointed   fit^m  fo  . 
rank  and  vrtiatfed  a  bbdy,  would  be  moft 
linfit  te  1frart(a£^^  fijch  very  momehtpus  con- 
cerns, as  negociating  for  you;     The  argu- 
xnent  would  go  againft  entfcrtaining  or  re-* 
Cci  ving  the  prirfciple  of  Union  at  aU^ 

Suppofifag,  for  a  moment,  the  prihcrple  • 
of  an  incorporatfc  Union  admilfible,  furely 
poifed  as  we  are  at  prefent,  between  difirac-" 
tion  and  repofe,  we  fhould  not  venture  to 
agitate  thf7  or  any  other  fuhjeO,  of  pioUtical 
magnitude,  and  the  public  mind  after  the 
great  ex  ertion  it  has  made,  might  reafona- 
Hy  expert  fome  relaxation.  '  How  frantic 
^nd  hbw  euljpable  is  it  now  deeftiedin  Eiig?^ 

•  >  land. 


'h^A  toeiicourage the 4i£:mfikflt^-of  any tOfi 
;jjtc,  ifdiich  may  in  the  reinoteft  degree  .re-, 
vive  political  contraverfy-^ownitlchimOTC 
£>  in  Ireland,  whpn  the  Mmifter,/ inlhe 
if)eech  froni.the  Throncy  *t  the  cjMnmeji.ee- 
Hjcnt  of  the  jrefent  iefiion»  has  told  ypu^ 
thefpitit^  rebeUio«Jat,onIyi5hecfced  and 
craibed,  'but  by  no  me^n^  extingniflied,  19 
^cdiaud.    Follow  theui th^^wifeeyamplepf 
your  fiilef  conatry,  avoid  alj  pplltical  diir 
9KlSlk>T»i  vnkfs  either  i^trtkkd  p»  jpsfr:  cqijideit^ 
tftt^^  ^tf  fiuha  numetOcm  mtt^e^  as  to 
inwilve  ^m  ks  MidJi^uences.  everyf  thing 
4ear  to  yoaoi  and  your  pofteraty<»       ^   : 

** ;    AttoBcM  HuW^if^^teaiiiqie  f^^  ' 

,  ''While  1 5qitfipr.J  trcflablf  for  the  fate  and 
i^hva^er  pf  v^i^yq^tff^  J  hope  to  fee  \% 
emerge  frocci  WrVaclty  $a^  obfcutity^  and 
gT  independent  Jtwft  it  miay  at  foiiie  future 
jiay,  qbtfiin.  iff,  n^ited,  rank  ^nd  name 
j^morigft  the  nations  pf  the  learth. .  Could  I 
)>e  the  hui^  Wl?  in^ftrunjent  of  foufing  my 
p^untrymen  fron^  their  apathy,  and  raifing 
m  then^  a  dignified  and  honourable  pride, 
my  utmoft  ainbition  would  bp  |ratjified« 
You  A^nd  in  a  great  and  refponfible  fitua* 
tion— therefore  let  the  Irffh  JJarp  affumc 
^  firjpi  and  manly  tone.  By  a  decla- 
ration of  the  general  will  aldneT,  can  the 


ham/fid  aeuAiM  br  dcPVBtorsAcd*  befiort  it  \m\ 
tMlatt.    lihafl^Ibope,  foon  bnog  yiov  t^ 
tketeiL    Hoirevcr,  befinv^  I  conclvdei  I  ^ 
ib6tikiwiA  to  dffcr  a  few  words  dC  kdirio^. 
to  a  caxaSA  4eiaiptk»  oC  peifipn  ia  iSba^ 

fiderable  ei^  ifi  pTei^atitig  .tkis   Uafied 

I  allade  fo  the  bdrdogb  boMohi  6£  ll^btaAr 
wliom  I  ftdi^ld  beg  teind  fc»  addn&^  w  A 
frfted  atttiDM  for  tbc  pMte^Mi  of  ^iair 
profKrt^,  and  fioKdioiis  for  tbe  ^f?d«nm6m 
oftbeirfRQe,  JKHiDldait»lMoiLbaa40pt* 
ed,  it  is  geocraHir  vndarfidod  die  comifeni 
alone  will  return  reprefcntatiycS' to  the  im* 
perial  Parliament^  .In  which  eaie^  aithoi^gh 
poffibly  ibme  fprdid  and  paltry  Qbi&peilfktiQn 
may  be  intend^d^  for  fhe.lof^thfey  WittHtf-^ 
lain,  by  ^e  privation  of  f^aitiain^fltai^  prdr 
perty  (for  fuch  1  mufl  catt  it  in  every  ifenCe 
of  the  word — hbjr  need  thtfy 'bftifll  fori, 
pbfleffion  which  often  preferred  tMt  Ifoulfe 
bfCommcMis  from  f he  obloquy  of  beiii^  tri^ 
do^m  JParliamentufn)  which  perhajA  might 
have^  m  courf^  of  revolving  time,  dccafion- 
ially  been  affixed  to  it,  had  not  an  Englith  bo- 
rough fefumed  to  FatKament  a  Chatham, 
in  tlje  fplcndour  of  his  .gfory,  aiid  an  iriffi  , 
Che  a  GaATTAii  in  the  meridian  of  fes. 


»3 

of  yww:  pfP^fps^ifi  whajt  fiq^ivaleiU  caa  yoa  - 
jet.  ;fdrithe:W€><g^l  «ie^:  ijSfiiicacd  yoijrBOw, 
po^fewlH^  eoteitty^  i^4epfia<ie&^  of  ,thc^ 
Q(jp![^t^aHie«  3^  c^'  pr<$moti^  na* 

tk>il»l/:ad\^a^age,  your  couati^'s  felicity  > 

yon^.^^m^  .ci3^mBa)Siitiirate  t^  the  h^tfel^ 

ihg  fi(»  ft&mo^  boftun  friend  j  fofl|6  dear  4*- 
^«»d»fife  itiiM^wfe,  wlmio^s  iS|^  tc^.yftittisrlkil 
6wni^4Mi4  >fqfipWter^  the^&hft:^eof  hk  ctwpah 
fott^  tSte  veiiy'  fe  of  his  foiiL  Bcfidea  ihc^ 
|iiide  yioiaf  jarmi^*  fdel^  m  ha^yinf^  a!  tno^  SFkaiMr 
ftft  and  dedl^Ve  eoi^tjroai  evei  mifste»i^ 

6to>^rntnent  eian  ^  ve  nd  ctmi^h&tidsi  'Sm 
tM  faterifoaE:  y^U'  mUft  ifia4ce  df  iftteidft^ 
^iwkiJijSleC'^a^  foi^titrdei.  fde  iidtir.thrmaitw 
SB^ft  iftand.  y  Yon  aH^O:  €4t>hdr  paid  fedf  ytraV, 
]s)fotooi}§h%:  !*  ytwflf,  arer  nbt ;  if  ipa&i,i  tbc  pre* 
mmtfr^lfr  fe^^  waift  be  ilrmfpal ta 'tbfcraHia^ 
fc^:6d^  hfAi  ia  ahothci  F€fpeH9^;  e^iel-abng 

f^^isAtV^as^  dtijt^e:peo|i{ey  which  fms  v&xi§t 
^vea*ttapHy  'focA  »*  n^mi^  the'  xbliw^  ^sr*- 

fiitiMwV  ta9artrtr%  '^f a  '^thdt  k^  nmxgh^w^^ 

you. 
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jou^  hut  males  them  po&r  indeed^*  }f  -yog^ 
9tc  not  paid,  you  will  be  laughed  aj:  ascrc^^ 
'dulcms  and  clumfy  fool3  (eUing  y<>ur  biirth- 
right,  without  evpa  ,a  mefs  oi  :pqtt^gp. 
And  fcrioufiy  do  you  imagine  it  "^i^iu 
the  fphere  of  your  power,  to  make  fuch  i 
pradical  ajid  eicrml  furrcnder,  aad  that  yo« 
can  really  reckon  on  thoie  adherents  whooi 
you  ha^e  introduced  into  P^arliaraent^ 
likely  to  lupport  you  in  fuch  a  transfer. of 
Legiflative  independence,  however  bound 
they  may  copfider  themfelves  to  y^ou  oa 
tvery  i>thn<iccajkn^<mde&^<>ther^l^ 
every  tye  of  gatitude  and  obligation  j  (yet 
when  the  independence  of  their  countrj^is 
rudely  afiailedrandits  vei^exiftenoeisatfiake^ 
and  the  unhappy  alternative  prefenta  ti^eili^ 
whether  they  will  make  a  facrifice  of /isfl^Ar 
x}T  private  faitk)  I  am  fuUy^eonvinced^lfay^ 
.  (whenever  fuch  a  queftion  will  arife)  they 
muftconfider  themfelves  much  lefsculpablci 
in  breaking  private  friendfliip  and  vicd^ting 
focial  feeling,  than  in  relinquifhing^r^eti^Tt 
the  rights  and  liberties  of  their  country  f  and 
although  your  adherents  will  undoiibtedly 
feel  themfdvcs  reduced  to  a  moft  trying  and 
mortifying  dilemma^  by  the  difcuffion  of  fuch 
4  propofition,  and  will  probably  groanunder 

the 


the  weight  of  d^atien  as  Atlas  did  trnder 
that  of  the  Heavens,  (fteling  their  gratitude 
for  former  is>oirtenance  and  prote<aioh  ftiU 
entwined  and  interwoven  with  the  very 
frame  aikt  texture  of  their  heart)  yet  uiti^ 
fnately  a  coilfideration  for  public  regard  will 
be  preferred,  and  the  aggregated  weal  pre- 
Tail  over  the  deareft  private  affedions. 

How  will  borough-holders  then  appeat  ? 
In  what  a  contemptible  light  will  they  be 
fhewn,  deferted  by  their  followers,  and  de-  ' 
ipifed  by  adminiibration  with  whom  they 
will  not  be  confidcred  as  havitig  aded  can- 
dSdly  or  have  kept  their  ward  and  promifc 
of  fupporty  bringing  difappointment  and 
defeat  on  them,  difcredit  and  difgracc  oit 
iSiemfelvek* 

But  Government  probably  will  tell  you^ 
an  Union  will  heal  your  diffentions,  and  put 
a  period  to  your  calamities.  I  fay,  furely 
it  will  not.  Neither  has  Parliament  caufed 
the  one,  {K>r  has  the  nature  of  our  prefent 
connexion  with  Great  Britain,  excited  the 
other*  On  the  contrary;  a  domeftic  and  inter- 
nal Legiflature,  has  prevented  a  fruitful  and:, 
fooilasit  fource  of  difcontent  that  muil  havo 

arifctt, 


'j4 

Roufe  then,  my  firiends  and  brother  frec- 
h<AiQV$  from  your  ^^y  9a4  ii»ii^^P%  a» 

vlth  one  voi<«4cQlwrP4«4  proteft  aga^ft  f 

tlaratioa  of ypnr  will,  wHI  1>6  th?\w?wp  fjf 
its  prevcAtipn,  wiU<?f«fa<e  ^  ah  j;vi;ti4«t(i 
that  will  meet  this  baneful  poifo^i);^  ft^^^ 
limb  andarteryof  the  ConiHtution,  conquer 


FINIS. 
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fe    t   K    A    T    A. 


Page    1,  Iqfi  tine^'^tUfeon, 

^f  third  tine  from  bottom — for  tbinJis  read  things 

St  ^fr^m  botfom^ioi  could,  read  nMould*  I 
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L     E    T    T    E     R 

V  •      ~ 

TO   THE 

t 

J'EOPLE  ot  IRELANDy 

WHICH 

» 

THEY  ALL  CAN   UNDERSTAND, 

AND 
OUGHT  TO   READ. 

?    *".  ■ 

I 

\  ■  

BY  A  REAL  FRIEND.      ♦ 


DUBLIN 
tRiifTED  POR  J.  MIIXIKXN.  No;  3s,  CkAFTOM-)ST&E£T. 

'799- 


LETTER 


TO    TftE 


J^EOPLE  orlRELAND. 


V^f  lafe  y«arsj  fo  little  have  you  been  uicd 
to  truth,  that  it  tiras  »ot,  -  'till  after  much 
reflfi^on,  1  detcrji^ined"  on  addreffing  yom 
You  have  bee?!  Xojiccuftomed  to  falfe  view$ 
of  Liberty,  ip  libels  opt  the  Cppftitutipn, 
and  (iomplaints  againft  the  Goverafneat^ 
under  which  you  live,  that  I  naturally 
fe  doubted 


doubted  of  ,a  favorable  reception.  I  intend- 
ed neither  fo  flatter  you  by  hopes,  whicE 
never  can  be  realized,  nor  to  gratify  you  bjr 
cenfures,  which  never  havie  been  merited, 
arid  xrpnfequently  could  not  expedt  to  make 
an  impreffion  upoii  your  minds.  But  if 
ever  a  people  had  reafon  to  be  undeceived,  to 
fee  and  to  repent  their  folly  and  their  crimes, 
you  of  Ireland,  my  Friends,  are  that  peo- 
ple. You  have  been  terribly  mifled  ;^y  bad 
advifers,  you  have  been  plunged  into  the 
deepeft  calamities,  a  Country  can  fuftainj 
and.  now  whilft  your  wounds  are  ftiU  frelh, 
whilft  you  are  fmarting  |rom  your  fores,  is 
the  moment  to  ftep  in  with  fajutaty  cl^ounfel, 
and  if  poffible,  to  reilore  you  to^"  y^jir^^ld 
good  manners,  your  old  goqd  humor^  and 
your  old  ^^ood  nature.''  .  Forojie,  I  aro^  per^ 
fuaded,  that  even  vvere  every  fenfc  of  Reli- 
gion and  of  Law  excluded  from  your 
breafts,  your  misfortunes  inuft  convince 
you  of   the  mirchief   and  ie  ujjadncfs"  of 

your 


yonr  condu6l.  The  greater  part  of  your 
leaders  are  either  lianged  or  tranfportcd,  and 
have  loaded  their  families  wkh  afflidion  and 
difgrace.  Many  of  ,them,  who  nvight  havd 
been  or  were. ornaments  to  the  profeflions 
jhey  wcrcl  in,  now  langnifh  away  their  lives 
in  melancholy  confinement,  their  -  friends 
andfelatipns.  lamctiting  their  profiigacy,  and- 
complaining  of  the  infamy,  which  atlachefc 
om  their  names.  Thouiands  df  your  xoin* 
panions  have  perifhed  at  the  gallows  or  in 
the  field,  dnd  have  left  their  wive6  and  chil- 
dren,- outcafts  upon  the  world,  dependarit 
alone  upon  the  tharity  of  the  rich,  \trh6fe 
lives  and^ properties,  they  had  confpired  td 
deftroy.  Inftead  of  living  to  maintain  tihfe 
partners  and  the  ofispring  of  their"  beds  by 
honeft  induHry,  they  have  JTent  them,  wi- 
dqws  and  orphans  as*  tliey  are,  to  beg,  frdfti 
door  to  door,  their  daily  niorfel,^and"are  ic^ 
countablp  to  the.  Almightj^  judge .  for  every 
tear  tbcj  fhed,  for  every  nigltt  tbey  lie  down 
^  B  2  cold 


cold  and  bsmg^.    Suck  cf£  ftm^  U»  fif^*-^ 

dec  mtidk  betser  ctfl^  If  you  h^d  kpv(^ 
iIm f  are  ^vrnt,  iTftook,  itiftiMirtjc^  if 
$ef^t  eaaAiQied^  '\flta&A,  thKfannHoriekisdt 
^  i£  moi»«y,   it  i»  (pifot^    By-  y«*  <^ea 

«n$  Jk>ya)-;  aad  evon  ^  timiid  fl^tnxJfl^ 
vM,   wko  y«H^   'dS  fQs»^  iiQ^cisiajiJK 

^[ifW^eat  the  caulogup^    josr  «A{|C9,   citt. 

l^fi^SsHt    J^i^  fiJUTOc  pidticy  «i^«»  Q)  isLiuidl; 

'^    bay«  <>i^ir«Iy  ^bandonM:  y9«  ^  yiwr 

^|e,  aiivi^ie  mw  bl^einfelve»iQ  ^^ic^  4  %4Sr 

WiW»  tI^«yI>ftvcjftor«th»j»f»^ifat;«»pWfr 

'  Vf^m^  ^t  tb(eia«^  i^^Pft^.    iad($4«  ^^  <)I^ 

>>?«•#  h^rf,    Ibfly  i«lifeffd«d  yQ»  l|  ^^^iIkmi«b> 

yAi^h  yojii^  ii«f«r  fi»)«ld  &>rge^   ^  wlMt 


i. 


cagagements  and.fent  to  your  j^tzmt  a 
CDiifidcrible  force.  The  wretched  peafan- 
«r jrv  t;hat.'jtEas^  ti^smy^  {jorm  Gum  te^or  and 
xmmffdam  ^ndmation,  wcxe  tteattdwkk 
BttBore  cnxdlClfv  thux  the  facafts  of  btirdoa, 
agpofcd  to.  every  h»y^^Pr  demed:  almoft 
pittrp  v^QcSjaaj  of.  Mb,  aa^  fer  the  ibghxsft 
aukmrdri^,  pranxusor  or  liifobedisQCfl^  pa^ 
Stiiked^  -wii^'lil:  pvQi  tie  moefcery  tjf  21 
u4aj^  b^  iiiiii9A^kQao¥S  death,  lii  ikert^  ig^ 
FfkiidS&fc  w&ptfeer  you  Ijfaok  to  tfei^  fiiflferh^^ 
of  die  preiwtf  w,  tjUe  ^&f  you  have:  al>un- 
<ilOt  rfafen  to  regse«  tht  d^y,  that  yiDu  for* 

tigf$4  IMQ  a:d€fppr«e  cpnfgiracy ;  a'  confpi^ 
uacy  which  had:  it  b?eii.  fuccefsful,  *{6  far 
|rom  bet£ej;ii3ig  your  conditioni  would  have 
madi  yon  m&aiioly  w<H-fe^  than  the  very 
jKtoref):  eould  pnetCBid  tQ  be,  befwe  they  fent 
^brar  jrfoug)^  to  be  co&yerted  into  pij^es,, 
'  .  and 


le 
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And  negie<fled  their,  farma  to  attend  qn  their 
Committees,  V 

It  is  ftot  without  a  motive,  evidently^,  that 
I  ha;ire  preiented  this  pifture  to  your  view. 
My  objed  is  to  excite  you  to  a  ferious  me- 
ditation on  the  confcquences  of  you?  late 
di&rdera.  Were  you  convinced,  they  could 
confer  no  benefit  upon  you;  but  muft  be  ' 
produ<aive  of  infinite  misfortunes,  yoix 
would  probably  avoid  a  repetition  of  them, 
for  the  future.  If  you  had  time  and  oppor- 
tunity to  read  the  hiftory  of  your  country, 
it  would  be  unnecefFary  for  me  to  riemark; 
that  fimilar  attempts  have  invariably  been 
attended  by  fimilar  fuccefs.  In  the  laff  cen- 
tury, (to  go  no  farther  back)  there  vrerc 
maffacres  ahd  rebellions,  to  which  the  ig-> 
norant  and  wicked  multitude  were  prompt^ 
ed  by  the  ambitious,  the  turbulent,  and 
difafF?(5ledi  7  But  they  all  terminated  alike  irf 
the  defeat  and  difappointmeht  of  the  peo- 


pie  andin  the  triumph  and  coafirmatiori  of 
:ihe  Government.  The  lofles  of  the  loyal  ^ 
were  comparatively  fmall  tp  thofe  of  the  re- 
bellious. In  the  end,  the  former  were  re- 
warded and  eiicoWAged  for  the  caufe,  in 
which  they  fufFered;  the  latter  were  c^evotcd 
to  the  vengeance  of  the  violated  law?,  and 
juftly  l^ft  to  ftruggle  with  the  diffi<iultitfs^ 
they  had  brought  upon  themfelves.  Such 
has  been  and  ever  will  be  the  fate  of  tttAfoa 
in  a. Country,  that  is  blefled  with  the  Britifh 
Ck)nftiiution,  where  there  is  equal  prote<fU- 
on  to  thq  liberty  and  property  of  -  every 
indiyidual,    be  he  rich  or  poor.  '  To  the 

goodnefi  of  that  Conftitution^  weweiji- 
-  ■  •       ■  .       \i  __ 

debted  for  its  vidory  over  thofe,    who  had 

endeavoured  to  undermine  it.  Wh^  there 
are  juft  grounds  for  complaiiic^  a/^r/jrioay* 
be  fprmid4>k  to  vthpfe,  with  whom  the 
powejr  of  the  State  is  lodged,  unlcfs  manag- 
ed with  difcjcetion  and  fatisfied  in  reafon. 
But  when  there  ar?  no  real  grievances,  whpn 

zfa5lion 


a  Jiiaion  riftf  ttp,  whofc  cmiy  objcft  is  t* 
turn  oqt  from  d^r  places  oyie  Sac  of  4cnM^ 
and  CO  brintg^m  uiodftcr^  then  aFcdic]riia« 
CO  be  b^ed  t a  ^  <lefiga,  add  their  wxctcliH 
ed  iaftrenacftts^  the  peopte,  arc  dtfertodi 
^4upeg<^  tbeii;fol}y  lf»4  tbfr  T^xSknsbf 
their  crime**  A|)ply  tbefc  i>bfi»'TadQBa&  to 
f xaxxce  and  Ipelaiid^  and  you  maft  fjerce&tre. 
their  truth.  la  the  ooe  the  people  «nei!e«^ 
flawed  aod  ofypce&d  :^  the  hefl  fart  of  the 
cctfluimaity  ^ipouied  their  taufty  and  -dief 
izsrcra  fii^ceisfui^  in  the  dd%nsdliaa  «of  ^  t^ 
raaaical  Go^waeMnt^.     la  tht^  othery   the 

♦  Tliewritef  cainot  be  foppofed  T>y  this  td  jafti|y  tW 

flidt  horrid  violatiobf  of  «Tcr7tlw|^  iKre  h(4d  ia^Msd-a^ 
yafuable  in  liie,  that  *no  one  caa  look  bapit  on  it^  sutkoitt 
ihnddering  at  the  revtew-^It  afibrds  a  mod  important  leflbn 
to  thepeopte  of  all  tr>'Uiitrie9  lo^be  cautious,  liow  fbcj  enigage 
in  politfM  coiiteft^  At  ;tfai»  ^cilktet  tit^fe  -is^  -teal  %- 
berxf  1q  JFrat^,  chat  Is  aa)r  «oaiit^ 'of  SBarti|Kf.  31be 
peafaatry  of  that  ill-faiied -land  may  Jajrwith.ajfigh,  "♦  .B«:, 
ter  CO  bear  the  iils  we  have^  than  fly  to  others,  that  we  know 

".       :  people 
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people  w^M  free  and  h^pp7 ;  they  "enjoyed 
every  political  bleffing,  which  it  is  praiftica- 
]^1e  to  pdflejfe  i!Eh.ci vilified  foe iety,  aMyot 
th^y  ys^tonly  magdc  war  updri  their' Go v^rar  , 
ment.  With  the  exception  of  a-  very  few,' 
the^oneft  and  the  honorable  fupported  the 
Ghovernsicnt ;  and  the  people  met  with  that 
pt^niihmeht  their  ingratitude  ai^  pbttihacy 
d^ftrved.  Experifence  is  abetter  guide  th^t 
hittory ;  it  teadbies  tnore  diredly  atid-  more 
^fiiy:v  The  proof  of  what  I  faid  abbfeis 
.at  ypur  doorsi  The  example  is  Uvixig  before 
yc^ur  eyes^  i»>  as  it  were,  fpedcing  to  yon 
iCFCf  y  htmTj^.  cautiamng  you  againft  the  »- 
tificie^iafam  angry  and^inforgi^ving  fii^i^ini 
^od  yet  it  is  rumoured,  that  many  ekpe& 
gtid  ai(Jre  intend  to  roufe  ycm  int^  tuojuk 
^OC^^ag^ii^  /Upon  thequeftioB  of  theUiaQ»# 
A&er  all  wMch  has  already  taken  place,  I 
can  hartyy  think  it  poffible.-^But  it  i^  more 
ccrfj  to  prevoat  dian  to,  cui'e  a  diforder  j  atid 
t<>d€pri«reyo8!i  of  every  pretCKtfbr  inlbcrec- 
, :  C  tion. 


''Hi 

lion,     which  ignorance    or  mifconceptioia 
might  Aipply,   I  recommend  to 'your  peruf:«I 
the  fentiments   of    onej    who,    from    his 
•heart,     is  anxious  for  your   profpcrity  and 
.peace*        ,       •      -^ 

Amongfl  the  various  pamphlets  and 
fpceches,  which  have  been  publifhed  on  the 
occafion,  few  are  adapted  to  your  cdpdcitie^, 
few  have  a  tendencpy  *to  make  you  wifer, 
bcKcr  or  happier  fubjeds.  Without  dif- 
trading  you  by  arguments  6r  calculations, 
which  you  could  not  comprehend,  1  take  it 
upon  me  to  afferc  an^d  prove,  th^t  an  Union 
with  Great  Britain  will  hot  only  be  highly 
conducive  to  yoiir  intcreftsi  bflt  is  indifpen- 
fably  neccffary  to  ydur  welfare^  And* for 
thefe  fimple  reafons ;  that*  it  will  be  an  eter- 
nal and  efFecElual  bar  againft  rebellion  ;  that 
it  will  fave  you  fronpi  the  fcdudlions  of 
foreign  incendiaries  and  'domeftic  traitors, 
who  have  for  centuries  been  thwarting  your 

proiperijty, 
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profpcrity,  and  that  it  will  enable  you  to 
cultivate  ^^4  iniprove  the  natural  advan- 
tages, with  Which  Providence  has  blefled 
you  in  fo  eminent  and  bountiful  a  degree. 
It  is  a  fa<Sl  which  canfiot  be  contraditfted, 
that  within* the  laft  twenty  y6ars,  the  com-, 
forts  of  the  lower  clafTeshiad  rapidly  in-> 
creafed.  .Norwithftanding,  the  ever  rcftlef$ 
fadion  I  alluded  to,  indifferent  about  the 
c;onfequ,e9ces  to.you,  aijd  only  thinking  up- 
on their, own  prpjef3^s  of  ainbition,  deterr 
mined  to  convert  you.  from  a!  happy  and 
contented  peaf^ntry,  intQ  '  diiTatisfied*  aud 
unfortunate  pplicicians,  Prdfitiag  by  the 
French  revqlutioni  whxcU  b^d  excited  fuch 
a  fprment  in  the  public  mind,  youiwere 
addreffed  as  Catholics,  and  called  pppn  to^ 
emancipate.  A  fine  word  has  often  been 
found  ufeful  to  impofe  upon  the  ignorant 
and  foolifh.  With  no  other  purpofe  was 
this .  lofty  term  introduced,  ^rid  unluckily 
for  you,  it  aniVercd  but  too  well  the  expec- 
'  C  2  tations 
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tations  of itj  pawn*.  Hi^tfiaaftlng'^aaifeft- 
cipate,  is  to  give  Ubftrty  to  flavefc  I*  ^^^* 
AH  infult  ori  yotir  c^cnmon  ienfe  to  uiiScf- 
i»kc  to  prore,  that  the  Romaa  Catholics  of 
Ireland  ar«  not  Ihiv^s,  and  nothisg  fei«  a 
jbsd  heai%  aiid  a  perverted  Uifi^rftaiidktg 
eould  have  Inflntmted  fo  notorious  ^n  un-^ 
irutli.     The  only  foundation  for  it  xsj  that 

«hey  att  esclnddd  from  Parliamcttt  and  moft 

^  .      •  .  *    ,        *       '    . 

of  the  great  oMcee  of  flate,  clrcumftaftccs 
Tirhich  inii(fl  no  mighty  hardfliip  lipott  you. 
Hoc  ftill,  fo  long  as  thk  pretended  gtietattcc 
ji^all  contitkHe^  the  fatEliow  and  the  ttrtbu- 
hat  will  employ  it  to  detadi  you  from  yout 
peaceful  occupations,  and  by  fine  words  and 
iftSam-BP^toffy  fpeeehes,  invt!)lve  ycm  ift  the 
ckngers  and  diftreflfes  you  fo  lately'were  en- 
gaged in^  and  yet  feel  the  fmah  of.  "^'jAccept 
ih^n  the  offered  Utiion  With  Greet  Brftaln, 
aaadthe  flimfy  pretence  v^niflie^  fbf  ever. 
If  yo^r  condudt  Ihall  }uffify  the^meaftrre 
afid  circtwaiftfetices  ihali  re^nder  it  eip^itot, 


y0§  m9y  then  look  to  being  admitted  tx5  «^ 
ftAl^'iidpmm^  of  the  honors  xA  tbc'ftate,  yaa 
m&y  then  it^dulge  the  hope  of  being  plated 
on  a  peffc^  footing  of  cquaHty  >??rth  your 
Prdteftant  brethren  y  and  th^  lice.ntiom  de- 
|ft<s^rat3  of  the  day  will  Jbfe  that  iatal  en^ne 
^hich  ha?  fent  fo  maay  of  ypu  to  untimely 
graves,  and  doomed  fo  many  mcrrc  to  pover- 
ty atid  ftf^me.  Yoti  will  naturally  enquire, 
trhy  if  fo  little  could  hye  yon  frotn  the  de- 
figiis  of  traitors,  atid  fecurc  to  th^  co^J^try 
j^rinan^t  ^tranquinity,  that  Httl^  is  not 
gij-ai^ted,  without  the  addition  of  ati  Union* 
Witji  yoii  the  qneftion  is  reafonable^  and 
entitled  to  an  anfwer.  From  your  fituatio^ni 
a&' aa  ifland,  you  mitft,  in  a  gi-eat  meafure, 
fiabiift '  by  eoinmerce  ;  but  having  neitlier 
wood  nor  iron,  <  indeed  wanting  almoft  every. 
^Ju^g  for  the  equipment  of  a  fleet,  bup  men, 
you  muft  depend  dii  the  affiftance  and  pfO- 
te€lion  ©f  fome  more, rich  anti  powerful  . 
i]^ighbour*  Your  relative  pofition  on  th«  * 
feas  has:  pointed  out  Great  feritain  as  that 
*'  neighbour, 


i8  ^       . 

neighbour,  and  fo  great  k  her  power,  and 
her  wealthy  that  her  friendfhip  is  s^s  necefTa-r 
ry^  to  you,  as  her*  enmity  would  be  fatal. 
Her  King,  her  Parliament,  her  entire  efta- 
.bliftunent  is  Proteftant,  and  without  en- 
dangering the  coanedlion,  yotirs  cannot  but 
be  the  f^me.  Were  ypu  permitted  to  make 
^nd  fq  adnjinifter  the  law^,  fo  numerous  is 
your  bpdy,  that  ere  long,  the  Houfes  of 
f^arligiment;  and  the  Seats  of  Juftice  would  be 
completely  in  your  hands.  Every  man  has 
^  preference  for  his  o^n  religion,  and  you 
would  then  natiirally  ally  yourfelves  with 
felatholics  oil  the  Cqi^tinent.  What  would 
be  the  confequence?  Ypu^  pountry  would 
become  the  theatre  of  war.     After  a  druggie, 

^H  which  your  chpiGefl;  blood  apd  treafure 
would  be  fpent.  Great  JSrit^q,  whft  com- 
mands the  ocean,  would  again  fubdue  you, 
and  •with  a  view  to  your  r^iiitual  advantage^ 
would  repeat  the  feyerities,  which,    at  the, 

•conclufioh  of  the  laft  century,  your  condu<5i;: 
hadproyoked,     Liften  th^n  to  the  lanj;uagci^ 
^  '         fhe 
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flie  now  holds,  and  the  propofal  flieptefents 
to  you.  We  are  fillers  by  nature.  Separation 
would  be  death  to  one  and  injury  to  the  other. 
You  have  imprudently  folicited  a  boon, 
which,  if  granted,  would  difToIve^our  con- 
nedlion.  We  are  the  elder  fifter,  we  have 
more  experience,  and  more  property  at  flake 
thai^you.  We,  therefore,  firmly  have  re- 
fifted  your  requefl.  But  anxious  to  filence 
your  complaints,*  and  reconcile  all  differen- 
ces, we  propofe  to  draw  you  Hill  clofer  to 
ourfelves,  and  by  identifying,  by  uniting 
our  intercfts,  to  prevent  the  poffibiliijy  of 
murmur  for  the  future.  Our  Parliament, 
our  purfe,  our  trade,  Our  liberty  and  laws 
fliall  be  one,  without  danger  tons,  and  with 
benefit  to  you.  The  hopes  of  th^  unprinci- 
pled and  fadlious  crew,  who  have  been  lead- 
ing you  to  ruin,  fhall  be  for  ever  blafled, 
you  Ihall  purfue  your  trades  and  cultivate 
your  lands  in  peace,  and  no  longer  be  the 
melancholy  >tools  of  every  pretended  patriot, 

entailing 
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aitaiKng  mifcry  npon  yourfelvcfi^  and  beg^ 
gary  upon  yourciiildren* 

TMs,  my  Friends;  is  the  point  irf  vieir  ill 

whkk  your^  real  i^^^^'^ft*  ^^  ™^  P^i^¥ 
and'maicriaWyciKiiierRed. '  Beaflured,  t&ere 
is  but  oBe  ihieg  wanted  to  make  ys«i  a  vi^ 
tuou€^  a  rieh,  and  refpfc^iibfe  people,  aad 
that  ijs,  to  be  t^^-en  ^  out  af  the  hand*  of 
traitors.  An  Unioa  catn  aloae  eftablifliielus,' 
•  and  tberefbre  flaouldhai^e  the  prayers  of  dttt 
.  ry  v^ife  a^id  boneft  mm  in  tbe  conraiuni:^ 
for  ka  faccefs.  B.ejeA  it,  arid  Jfcelaxaxl  inraft 
continue  to  be  poor,  and  mi^rable,  and  pro^ 
fligate ;  embrace  i^  and  Ihe  becoines  we^* 
ttjr,  happy  and.religious.  Believe  n^e^  ^^ 
witttftiibding  tbeir  proft|rion&  ^f  pegapdi 
tliey  are  your  lafting  <^fcemiea  wfe0  h»f^  Ji4r 
vifed.y6\iit-aoppQ&  it.         / 

ya\T  haviJ,  lueajrd  a  great4eal  abowt  dlC;  lpi# 
of  y^cwr ' KiMcliamfy^tr^  and  uwomox^ ;i^(iui^ 

^      .try 
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tl-f  has  been  lifedi  to  pcrfdade  yoti,  iKatthtf 
refiloval  d  it  from  Dublin  do  Londoil  will 
be  injiit-ibUj  tor  ytiur  intfeteftis.  But  they 
Who  havt  enid^ycjui-fed  the  moft  sihiitiuflf 
to  ittiprefe  you  with  this  idea,  Wereinfltleac* 
ed  fe^  felftfti  moiiveij  and  by  ho  tea»ternd& 
fbt  ystt;  To  thtifti  A^ho  look  hjfjon  i  feat 
ito  thdt  aflSfaibly  is  lb  much  propehy  itt; 
trade,  fthd  like  prudent  fhopkeepers  begin 
by  eitblHng  the  valde  of  thidf  goodsi  that; 
they  ni&y  difpofe  of  thfem  more  {Jrofttibly  to 
the  purchafers  J  to  thoft,  I  kcknbwledgej  it 
will,  be  a  ferlous  difadvantagCi  So  (fei- 
flbly  do  they  feel  it^  that  much  is  they  hs^t 
laboHsfred  for  Parliamentari;  reform;  ia^ 
feixotving,  that  itmay  bethepi-obableif  n<ft; 
'  riiie  ceitaih  fcaofequciice  of  Unjonf  fti  do 
ihcf  rejeft  it  ti&Kif }  and  though  the  aboliti- 
on of  bbrougiif,  vrhi6h  yo-a  have  been  bflt 
t^  well  taught  to  thiii  a.  moft  defirible 
^ent^  tf er€  to  be  itptciklj  Covenanted,  yet 
i>&uid  /hey  Axftt^dtht o^eir,  forgttiel ef 
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their  former  pledges,  and  of  your  recent 
fufierings  in  the  caufe.  The  reafon  is  ob- 
vious. They  would,  be  deprived  of  a 
market  for  their  abilities  at  homt,  yrhich 
has  been  mod  ruinous  to  you,  although 
to  many,  of  them  but  too  produ^ve. 
They  Would  no  longer  have  an  opportunity 
of  difplaying  their  talents  at  the  riik  of 
your  tranquillity,  nor  of  obtaining  yourcoA- 
jidcnce,  t|f  at  they  .might  afterwards  betray 
it,  and  imile  at  your  fimplicity.  But  if  you 
would  employ  the  natural  .guardians  of  your 
rights,  if  you  deikt  in  Rcprefcntatives  inde- 
pendence of  fortune,  integrity  of  principle, 
and  die  pride  of  birth^  which,  depend  on 
it,  is  no  bad  fecurityagainft  corruption,  if 
fuch  you  would  ?ntruft,  you  will  be  fure  to 
fitid  them  in  an  united  ParliMci^nt.  The 
expences  attendant  upon  traVel,  and  occafi- 
onal  refidence  iin  England,  will  determine 
this,  and  to  you  it  muil  be  a  matter  of 
complete  indiff^cilce,    whether-  mx  Lord 

.  this 
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tilMS  or  Mr.  that  i^  ptxt  or  fix  days  on  the 
road,  '  afiured  that  an  attachment  to  your 
iiitcrefts  accompanies  him  throughout'  and 
tifat  he  has  no  tcmptaiioji'  to  facrifice  them 
to  St  bribe.  "       '       ■*^ 

But  it  is  faid,  allowing  this  to  be  true,  it 
can  have  no  weight,  for  that  the  voices  of 
the  Irifh  Members  would  be  inefieduklly 
opposed  to  the  wifti^  of  the  Britifli  Parlia^ 
ment.  If  it  be  meant  to  tell  you,  that  five 
hundred  can  out-^ vote  one  hundred^  you  may 
diank*  them  for  the  information,  though  you 
were  as  wife  as  they.  But  they  artfuUj^cton- 
^  ceal  what  it  concerns  you  to  know,  and;you 
miay  be  ignorant  of^  that  were  your .  coun-; 
tries  Once  united,  the  Britifh  majority  never 
would  iojure  you,  and  for  this  fimplereafiin, 
that  they  could  not  ^o  fo  without:  injuring 
themfelves.  ITour  interefts  %vouM  be  one 
and  the  fame.  Your  riches  would  be  her 
profit ;  your  poverty,  her  lofs*  If  flie  prof^ 
D  2    .  pered. 
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f  esedi  fa  ipuft  jovt^  if  ffae  dcaHaed,  your  £^i 
mould  be  coquhqii.  Wece  a  ricbcK  n^igli^ 
Vourta  prppoib  a  pactuerfkija  of  facsas  aa4 
ftoci  to  Qfic  of  yoMy  wJaq  yiran^'d  «aaq»r9gc^ 
jnent  and  affiftance,  wonlcj^ydu  nqtba  gr»tt-i 
ful  for  the  oflfcr,  and  witk  eagcrnefs  accept 
it?     If  3r(  tk«  conclufiTOi  pf  tb^y^^y^ur 

ftoj?Qttip«  tQ  yow  ^^igiaaV  ffcarw^  «c>»W 
a»y  wgfiftwty  «wvinc«  y Q\i>  iljat  it  vEa*  ^ 
V^tsrdk  of  the  richer  t©  difcquiiage .  yoiw 
ytoipgc^ty^  and  tbu§  fey  jp aloufy  tQ  draimifti 
the  total  of  your  gaisU?  No;  ]u&  &ii:lujf 
49.1KA  fake,  would  da  eveiiy  thmg  ta  pcofiiaQte 
jfoi^r:  wdfare^  It  might  he  wi&  isk  you^a^ 
any  rate  to  join  your  wants  to  h^  W43a)[i:h  > 
IffVtip^djai,  it;  w«re  the  exc^o£feHy  to^^^^^ 
:DEUj|yx)U^3  ar  partner,  xinl^ik  it  walhls^in'^ 
yiytioA  ta  relieve  your  di;fficulties..  What 
iiaadncfs  would  it  be  then  t^  add  ta  your  &e^ 
«eilities,  and  make  you  ftill  more  wjretchedt 
thar^  he  found  you  t    Tl^e  cafe  ia  fix^^kar  au4. 

applicable, 


ji^ppticabie,  itk  j&eedft.  noi  tsi  be  a%@^'C  dlofel]^ 
put.  Jin  addiiti^  to  your  taxea,  is  the  hug^ 
h^sxp  w^ich  16  kdd  out  ta  terrify  y^u  :^os| 
aa  Ubkn  wittk  6raat  Britain.  Thf  ebjed 
pf  ^^  Minifter  is  faid  to  be  tQ,  Awi^t  firom 
$h?s  CQUfttry^  a~  rtvore,  amp|e  ravenu^  tkaxi  it 
'  kars  kitheFtpaffi^rddd.  Let  me^then  aik  yoUj 
h^  tUe  aamaof  coipingioa  feafe,  haw  caa  yft«j^ 
,  idMs  be  iucreafed,  ^^leis  your  means  er^? 
Wth  them  ?  >fo  qian  win  require  impoffit 
bilities  i^pom  you,  an4  if  yau  are  to  paatarii 
bule  m^h  Jiaaoire  tq  tke  Gx^varnng^eHt,  tbat; 
©OJRCiriwieril  xaufl  mamfelJJy  t^abl«  yo%  f^ 
<hi  &.  Di4  y^iw.  unicrftanij  tW  prin«ipk  of 
taxati9a,  y^»r  roinds  vK>uld  bepe^fe^ly  ^f 
eafe  upon  thf  fubje^l*  Attend  then  to  what 
j^ibalib  i^jj  and  refie£l  upon  it/  No.  poor 
f^4)iant;]7y  e^er  cai\  be  taxed  highly  becaufe  it. 
pafib&s  not  ^he  ability  of  payment.  Na  ar-; 
Susie. a^n  be  taxed  which  i^  not gener4Uy 
'jafcAj  becaufe  it  wauld'^-be  unprodnifliTC/ 
would  probably  not  difcharge  the  cxpenccs 
'•''"•'     .      '  ^    /    '^  of 
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oitcollecUoiL  It>  folloivs  then,  t&attina^ 
don  i*  the  fruit  of  riches,  is  at  once  the 
proof  and  the  confeqtience  of  wealth.  Ac^ 
fcotdingly  within  a  few  years,'  yours  I^as 
beea  'moderately  increafed,  becanfe  yoiur 
condition  was  gradually  improving.  I 
remember,  when  the  addition  to  that  on 
leather  was  propofed,  your  patriots,  as  < 
they  were  called,  >  afie(%d  to-  lament 
the  Hrdfhip  on  the  poor-  When,  in 
reality,  you  muft  perceive,  th^  were 
Undenting,  that  fo  many  of  you  had  been 
able  to  buy  Ihoes ;  for  had  not  that  comfort 
become  /general,  i:hc  tax  could  never  have 
been  raifed.  For  want,  of ,  explanation,  you 
have  been  repeatedly  misguided,  and  in  this 
inftance,  thofe  boafted  lovers  of  humamty 
had  the  folly  and  the  cruelty  to  deplore,  that 
the  poor  people  of  Ireland  did^not  coixtinue 
to  go  barefoot.  When  therefore,  you  iarc 
informed,  that  an  Union  will  incre^fe  your 
^axes,  it  is  btitip  other  words  to  fay,  that  it 

.  ,  will 
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:V9}XL  increafe  your  comforts^  that  it  will  de- 
liver you  from  wretclied  hovels,  .  fagged 
clothes,  bad  fi>od  ami  high  rents,  ^  that  it 
will  introduce  clcanlinefs,  fobriety,  induftry 
and  morality,  that  it  will  make  you  an  ho- 
nor to  yourfelves  and  a  blcifing  to  your 
country. 

That  fuch  will  be  the  confequences  of  an 
.Union  with  Great  Britain,  no  one  of  im- 
pai^tiality  can  doubt.  They  muft  neceflarily 
flow  from  the  intimacy,  which  will  fubfift 
between  418,  from  the  intrbdiidion  of  Eng- 
Hfli  capital  and  Englifh  ingenuity,  from  the 
intereft  flie  mud  feel  in  our  profperity,    and 

her  exertions  to  advance  it.     But  this  has 

'"%■■■ 

been  contradidled,  and  the  fupporter s  of 
the  meaftire  have  been  defied  to  prove,  that 
it  .would  induce  the  fettlement  of  Englifli- 
men,  who  have  not  Ihewn  a  dilpofition  to 
ellablilh  themfelves  in  Ireland.  The  anfwer 
is  painful   and  degrading,    but  clear  and 

conclufive. 
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coiiciufi vt.     Siidi  -tdfe  bieh^ .  th^;  feobdiuMt 
to  which  tkife  Gouhtry  hks  fcflUcpiifAt^rRlF 
byhermtfcl^nal  feuds,  thatWl^ilfe  fiianf  Mtf 
heeti  driven  ffbih.tbfcii^  <w^^  laStti.  to  ^etU 
tfanciilillicy  atid  ciVili?ati6&  oh  i.tiiiftifit 
flibtfc^  *ond  feaf  e  bfeeh  fo  m&  hi  t6  »pb» 
their  lives  and  property  to  t^xe  morg.t^iat^ 
probability  of  malTacrc  and  plunder  here 
The  raelanchi)|y    fuecfeffied  of   Hearth   of 
Oak,    Right-boy?^   Wiilte*bp'ys|   ©efcndefl 
and  United  Irifhmeii^    cxplnib  bm  tojb  frijy 
tM  teafon  of  that  abhOTrence,s   whh  %hicfi 
jon  hav6  been  avoided^     Whtatjcnup  m  hi* 
ienfes  would  embark  a  eapitil  iii  4  kiogf 
dom,   tvh^d  he  had  hot  tfic  fecufit^  >f  .b 
day*8  enjoyment  tif  it,   Where  Ae  indiilferj^ 
of  a  labo^ioui  arid  fuQcefrftd  Kfe  might  btf 
facrificad  in  a  ih^mfenti    to  rfic  waht0im«6 
of  the  jridter  or  th*  ravAgftg  fef  therbbber? 
YoH  arfe  yourfelves    tfej    cmrfts^  bf    yimr 
lhaine,v  and  it  refts  widh  you  to  r^movfcit; 
Shdw  thd  fediiiotij  traitors,    who  hare^  £9 

long: 
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long  been  forcing  you  to  be  the  curfe  tod 
the  dilgrace  of  Ireland,  that  you  perceive 
the  infamy  of  thfeir  defigns,  and  are  r€- 
folved  to  counteract  them-;  that  you  blufli 
at  the  recoUedHon  of  your  crimes,  and  ate 
determined  to- atone  for  them;  that  you 
^e^  over  the  contemplation  of  your  mife- 
riesj  and  will  endeavour  to  allay  them  by 
an  Union  vvith  Great  Britain*  Let  the 
Englilh  manufa<5lurer  and  farmer  be  but 
fatisfied',  that  the  artifices  of  the  fadlious 
to  fcduce  you  from  your  duty  V7ill  be  vain, 
and  they  will  bring  to  you  that  capital  and 
thofearts,  which  alone  you  want  to  be  a 
rich  and  profperous  people.^  Every  natural 
advantage  which  a  country  can  poflefs,  is 
yours.  Your  foil,  is  fertile,  your  climate  fa- 
V9urable,  your  fituation  on  the  Globe  for 
commerce,  not  to  be  Turpaffed,  When 
united  with  Great  Britain,  thofe  bleffings, 
which  harebeeafo  long  a  time  neglefted, 
^111  be  gratefully. improved.    Thofe  trafts 
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of  land,  ,which^now  are  tinprofitablc  aad 
dreary  waftes  will  then  be  crowned  yvifh 
golden  harvefts,  and  all  the  fruits  of  labour 
will  \)e  collected  i^om.  your  fields.  Thqfe 
fpacious  and  commodious  harbours,  which 
now  are  deferred,  or  but  thinly  occupied, 
will  then  be  filled  with  veffels-  frorn  cyery 
quarter  of  the  world,  and  aU  the  wealth  of 
commerce  will  be  difiFufed  v  throughout  xhe 
JK.ingdom.  The  .  circuktibu  of  Englifh 
Capital  and  the  advantages  of  EagliOz  inge- 
nuity muft  iacreafe  the  value  pf  aur  landd, 
and  the  price  of  jour  labour  muft  of  nc- 
ceffity,  be  in  proportion  raifed.  You  will 
he  enabled  then  to  buy  utenfib  for  yptir 
farms  and  to  introduce  fuch  improvements 
to  your  agriculture,  ^9  will  enrich aad  beau- 
tify your  grounds;  you  will  fjpfleis  the 
r^neans  to  pay  your  rents^  with  chearfulacfe^ 
^  and  to  include^  all  which  can  be  fai^  <Jli;it 
in  a  few,v7ords,  you  will  refemblc  the  Yeo- 
manry   of    England.      Comfort^     ooatent- 
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.  tmmy  tF^aquillity  aind  virtue  will  tiken  be 
as  untverfal  is  poverty,  diflatisfeiaicin^  ^tur- 
bulence and  vice  now  are;    y<)ur  injuries 

;  will  be  redriefled,  !your  offences  wiH  be^par- 
dcHied^  and  youf  heceffitics  relieved. 

My  purpdfeis  to  iiiftrudl,  not'to  confufe 
you^  and  therefore  have  I  confined  myfeif  to 

^  fuch  views  of  the  queflSon  as?  are  intercfting 
to  your  profperity,  and  fuited  to  your  cbni- 
ppehenfion*  You  well  Icnow,  rriy  friends^ 
'the  ihjury  yx)u  have  done  y6ur  ^country  by 
your  late  rebellion,  and  your  repeated  ihfur- 
rcdions^  It  is  >then  partifeularly  incnmbeht 
on  you  as  a  people  to  make  every  reparatloti 
-in  your  power  for  the  eviRyou  have  brought 
upon  her,.. and  on  your  ovirn^kccount  as  well 
as  hers  to  prevent  th"e  ttoew^kl  of  fuch  horrid 
fcene?,  to  the  utnxoftbf  yolir  ability.  Ah 
opportunity  will  be  fobh  open  to  you.  Yotir 
reprefentatives  aref-fooU  tb  be  affcmblcd  in 
their  legiflative  edpicity,  and  doubtlefs  will 

'    '  attend 
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liCtieQd  to  the  apiniosu:  and  rwiihes  of  dicir 
coaiitituenis*     Let  me^  then,  intrefttyotii  as. 
you  regard  the  tranquillity  of- the  kingdom, 
and  your  individual  advantage,  to  addrefs 
them  to  fupport  the   meafure  of  an  Union 
with  Great  Britain,  when  ever  it  ihall  be  of- 
fered to  them.     You  have  fliewn  that  you 
'  can  be  adlive  in  a  bad  cauie,  be  as  zealous  in 
a  good  6he.     In  your  refpedtive  counties  and 
cities,  if  refolutions  fhall  be  pi^opofed  in  fa- 
vour of  it,  come  forward  with  a  becoming 
fcnfe  .and  fpirit,  aAd  prove  to  the  world  your 
penitence  and  your  loyalty,  by  the  fiibfcrip- 
tion  of  your  names.     You  owe  it  to  your- 
fclves,  to  your  children,  to  your  country,  to 
your  King,  and  to   your  God.     It  is   all 
which  is  now  left  to  recover  you  from  the 
ruins  of  the  pad,  arid  fo  long  as  yonur  ihores 
fhall  be  wafhed  by  the  waters  of  the  fea,  to 
fecure  p  you  the  poffeflion  of  happineft  and 
riches,  virtue  and  religion,  liberty  and  laws. 
Could  my  name  add  weight  to  my  advice,  I 

fhould 


fbould  be  proud  to  fign  it— ^but  no  name 
could — ^I  fhall  therefore  content  myftlf  with 
aflufing  you  that  r   -  ■    ' 

I  am 

yOUR  REAL  FRIEND. 


f 

X    I ,  K.   I    S. 


